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I call beaven and carth to record this day aga' uf yo you , ; te | 
bave fet before you life and death , bleſſing and ; 
therfore choof#1i/e ; that both thou and thy ſeedy 
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© The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


humane errors deſerve none from any ) but for 
your direction, It containeth that in it, which 
4 & able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation through 
13 faith which s in Chriſt Jeſus, 

You have a double right to the dedication of 
this book, partly in regard f the occaſion of it >, 
partly in regard of the Amnthors obligation unto © 
you,which is great, for your liberality, but farre 
greater for your encouraging of and exemplari- 

[: neſs in the truth and life of Chriſtianity. 
F>. - >1didnd think my [elf 4 little boundtothat 
 -.. Providence , which gave you Relation to our 
| 96k Pariſh ;; and [ ſuppoſe 
| FE. -* Fe power of godlineſs hath few ſuch conſidera- ; 
4. prota times (to fopthe month of conſcience , or for 


and, cut their credit ) they take up a form and pro- 


- 


Hola Rightcon 
-...  Wardp, 
--. bounty} 
288 '_ and: freſh (tre; from the earth, inta the ſalt 4 
*- waters of corruptibn. In our natural bodies, the, 1 
'.uore fat there is \, the leſſe blood inthe vers, 
eb 1 IS FB .* 
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and by conſequence the fewer [pirits, Great- 2 
neſſe and Goodneſs are beautiful and happy, but gs 
rare conjunctions, Tou know who hath ſaid, number; 
Not many ſuch are called, 1 Cor, 1, 26, 094 
And experience teacheth us , thatthey arc like yeh, ©1 
Stars of the firſt Maznitud: thinly ſcattered Heavens, 
þ #n the Firmament of a Country, ' How much —— 
therefore are you engaged to that diſtineniſhing Chriffas 
| love, which enableth you to look after the things volult Res 
— 
of a better life! Ponies 
I ſhall take the liberty (which I know you here. (wil 
will give) to ſpeak a few words to you in your (70 
two old Capacity, "x > wan 
Firſt as you are 4 Chriſtian ;” and "Biever Pennants 
my coun[el will be that you would moreantel got * 
more enſure your effetFual calling, We: ay; $0 Agric: 
where men intend to live long they build ftrong. © 
I am confident all that you are worth ,; for your © 
endleſs condition in the other world', dependeth 
wnder Chriſt upon your inward change. © And _ 
if ever any wyers had need to b: firm and * 
ſtrong, then queſtionleſſe they upon whith ſuch 
| -eavyweights hang, as your eternal unchanee- - 
able eftate, - - po SIE 2 
You have a large room in the hearts of many . ©; 
+ that are holy : But alas Sir,the beſt mans eoifi- + 
4 dence of me would prove but a bad evittence far” | ' -* 
: beaver: He is not approved whom may comes \ | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
mendeth, but whom the Lord commend- 
eh. 

The great affeFion which you bear to the 
ſouls of the people , amongſt whom you were 
born, us morthy of imitation: And ſo is your 
care and coft in ſcattering ſome practical home- 
—_— in ſeveral families ( whereby ſonls 
way be converted , and wherein you may have 
comfort at the day of Chriſt ) for ſoul-charity 
w the ſoul of charity ;, but the beſt charity be- 
* . gins at home, though it never enas there ;, your 
 . main bufineſs ly:th within your own doors, t6 


2 make ſure that ut work within you , which 
mz 5 575 
3: oY . ſhall be perfected hereafter, 


2222 The ordinary ſecurity which moſt men truſt 
to, will not ſerve when they come in the other 
life , tolay their claims , and ſhew their deeds 
for the inheritance of the Saints in light. Ma- 
ny flaws will then he found in their evidences, 
which now through their wilful blindneſs they 
neither ſee nor fear, He had need to have ar- 
| moxr of proof that would enter the lift with his 
gum ful- enemy Death, and not be foiled, The heart 
0} £+38 nat ballaſted with renewing grace, may hold out 
Bern- #n the calm of life,and ſhallows of time ;, but 
% when « meets with the torm of death , and 

 Tauncheth into the Ocean of eternity, it ſuffer- 
tha deſpciate and everlaſting ſhipmrack. The 
: | - > ps *P4 ul 
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| \want of this is the leak which inketh many a 
' precious weſſel( ſoul I mean)in the geulph of per- 
-artron, 


There is as much difference between a nomi- 


' nal enda real Chriftian, as between a liveleſs 


picture and a living pe on. True Chriſtia- 
nity , which conſifteth in the ſouls humble un- 
fained acceptation of, and hearty reſolved de- 


dication unto Chriſt,as Saviour and Soveraign, - 


is a Paradox tomoſt, There are many Chriſti 


ans ( as Salvian complained in his time)with- coigint | 


out Chriſt, but they which know experimentally fine Chni-: 


what the [anttification of the holy Ghoſt mean- fe Su, þ 


eth,are few indeed, The Moralift in þis b 

dreſſe of civility , the Formaliſt in b& gaudy 
attire of ceremonies, and the hypocrite in wll his 
royalty , 1s not arrayed like one of theſe, I do 
708 write theſe things as in the leaſt ſuſpecting 
your” ſincerity, but to quicken you t0 a godly jea- 
* Jouſie over your own ſoul. If the Apoſtles 
and Difriples needed ſuch rouſing cautions, 
Take heed leaſt that day come upon you 
unawares, Luke 21, 34. Take heed leaſt 


; any manfail of the grace of God, Heb, 12. 


| 15, thenmuch more you and 1, who are more 
Aromſie and prone to ſlumber Aorequire awaken- 
tug conſiderations, = 


A 4 | Secondly, 


—_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
* Secondly, As you are 4 Magiſtrate. And I 
that relation calleth upon you to be wery 
excmplary among men , and exceeding. active | 
for God 
' "Man «4a creature which is led more by the 
eye than the ear, Ty pave thay precepts, Great 
men therefore ich are copies, after which ma- | 
”y write, had need to be exact. You are the look- 
ino-olaſſes by which others dreſſe themſelves ; *® 
ike: heads of the people, Deut, 1, 15, now the 
whole body will go along with the head, 
\. Yowarelike Beacons upon an hill , viſible to © 
TIA -all. The Sun may as =  gounſeen, 45 a [u- 
 guat,corum ſlice unobſerved. A ſmall Star may be dar- 
$- cu" bened , 41d none Kr, notice of it +, but if the 
X ne: great Luminaries are eclipſed or obſcured , a 
* Satuſt-a * "thouſand eyes will begazing on them, A litle 
| EGAN." (oof 57 filk or ſcarlet is more looked on, than a 
great one 'in ruſſet or ſackcloth, A varks in frut 


ts nothing ſo eyed or prejudicial, as a (mall 
awina jewel, Corruptio optimi peſſima 
"Satan doth therefore JU his ST batte- 
Ties againſt the Royal Forts of Magiſtracy.and 
Miniſtry (whoever are (pared, David and Pe- | 
ter "f re ſifted) knowing that he gaineth a 
double advantaze by their m1 iſcarriage , exam= 
ple and. ſcan ab, by which two wings it will 
broke higher and flie much farther An ordi- 
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þ) Tradeſmon may prove bankrupt without 
wuch noiſe ; but if an Alderman or Merchant 
that had a name 4, a great eſtate breaks , the 
the City and Country ring of it. The honor of 
(God and credit of the G ohoel are much engaged 
in the carriage of a Magiſtrate that is a Pro- 
' feffor, The many eyes that look upon you, the 
many {cet that follow after you , andthe glory 
| tho bleſſed God which is concerned in you, ao 
all call aloud to you , to have your eyes zn your 
head (as the wiſe mans phraſe s, Eccleſ, 2. 
14. to make ſtraight paths for your feet, and 
to walk nobly,exattly, worthy of the Lord, even 
#ntoall well. pleaſing, 
Beſides , your very place is apt to be a ſnare 
and temptation, and therefore requireth th: 
greater care and circumſpection, Places of 
' honour and power are like ſtrong meats, which 
being well concotted yeild much good nouriſh- 
ment (bring much gloric to God and good to + 
ſouls) but they are of wverie hard digeſtion. He . 
muſt have a ſtrong brain that will bear much _ 
-wine,and he much grace that will walk humbly 
and cloſely with God in an high condition. 
Your Office calleth upon you to be zealous for 
"God,as well as a pattern of piety to your neigh= 3 
'boxs, *Eecl.7.16.Be not righteous overmuch, * 52 Mr. 2 
'#s the worce of carnal and corrupt reaſon, which gc. 
| anciteth 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
inciteth to an indifferencit in good courſes, aud 
politick forbearance of forwardneſs tm pietie. 
Such is the judgement of carnal policie , that 
onr verie dutie is but overmuth and needleſs 
preciſcndſe, Moderation is commendable in 
all things but Religion , becauſe therein there 
can be no exceſſe. The Inkewarm temper 4s of 
all others moſt loathſome to the Divine Nature, 
Rev, 3. 15, You ſhould not think it below you, 
fo be diligent in finding out, and ſtrict in 
mſhing thoſe that would debaſe God , by the 
breach of his Laws , prophanation of his day, 
and abuſe of his Creatures, To ſerve the Lord 
is your greateſt honour. Feſus Chriſt humbled 
himſelf more for you: or 0 how low had you been 
laid long erc this 1 

* _.. You have began well with your hoxoured} 

Z Xray * Uncle, my loving Friend, to beat up thoſe 

Eiquice, head-quarters of Tet Ale-houſes, I wiſh 


d, 


le you both an happie progreſs , andthetr ungodly 
the Peace 4t[orders a [peedie concluſion, Fooliſh prize to 


forthe mens ſins i the greateſt crnettic to their ſouls : 


= game Li- 


berry, ©AVOPr Or COnmiuence encourazeth them in 


their rebellions, enconrageth them in their re- 
b-!lions, andencreaſeth their corraptions, andy 
thereby furthereth thcir aammation 4 when the 
faithful wounds of wholſoms ſeveritie (if.$g0aF 
kave any [anctifying or” ſaving nn wr 

| . RB) 


# #| 
a. % 
® F . ww 
: _ 


bs 6 


_—. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


them ) p - reform and heal them, Tou can- 

eaſily do them a preater injurie , than tol 

em alone in their enormities, One of tht 
reateſk ſtroaks that ever 1ſrael felt from 
We hand of God, was notto be flrickey, Iſai, 
Þ$- 5- 
'S Some Magiſtrates are like Mountains and 
efſe trees, high and barren ; but God hath 
s hands for Fuſtices that have leaden heels, 
4 will ſhertly ftrike them home for forſwear- 
I themſelves to =_ others. ' Hewill be a 
\Feror to them, and make them terroys to them- 
[Felves, who will not at his command bt terrors to 
{Foil doers,, They are enilty of all the fins 
; Which they can ang do not hinder, They fin 
others, whilſt they ſuffer them to ſin: Vitia 

{hliorum #1 feras, facis tua; And they that 
ere partakers of others ſins, if we will believe 
b Ybe God of Trnth,ſhall receive of their plagues, 
yRev. 18, 4, Some ſhew at _— , that they 
oÞccept ſuch places to honor not God , but them- 
:Jelves ; and they ſhall know one day , that it 
were better offending all their neighbors,nay all 
- We world, than one God, | 
1 1 fuppoſe you do not wonder , that the cruel 
ALion roareth when he diſturbed of his reſt, nor 


iFhat Þicious men rage becauſe they may not 
rIpithout ſome rubs ruine their ſouls, Our Na- 


taraliſts 


p ' aid the #77 will not ſtick, : Their good word mig 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory- 


- ——— 
— _— —— — — — 


I ee n—s 


turaliſts obſerve iraly PR beaſts hate fire: An 


0 do men of bea rinciples and prattice 

5, 7 _= _ 7 he Does Fil bark 

and flie at the Moon, not alwayes when ſhe ſbi 

neth , bat when by reaſon of the cloads hurrieh 

' wnader by the winds , ſhe ſeemeth to run faſt} 

thay ordinary. The wicked world can well « 

nough endure a curſed r 30a! or (as thi 

_— term it) a prudential policie ; but to ſerve thi 
pati Regi- Lord with fervencie of jpiri , is not 

umeſt. acceptable to God, than abominable 

them, bs 

If they cannot make you wound your con * 

Diticir ine [ience, (according to the ſubtilty of the Ser 

mulediccre, Þert ) they will wound your credit ;, but a god 

& eg» ly mans name t« like an oyled poſt ,on which ſuc 


cCortemnere 


Philofz- be a diſerace to you, and give youcauſe to re 
pier. fledt u * your felt (as thn hoot Wo a 

(ay,What evil-have I done , that ſuch a grace 

ſe fellow commends me? But their bad mori 

oth no more now , than the treading with dir 

feet on figures engraven in braſſe , which arq 
thereby rendred more bright and glorious. Andy 

hereafter you ſhall ſee a reſurrectirn of name 

as well as of bodies, when Chriſt will makc thi 

ſinner pay back the ſtoln rep tationrf hjs ſe! I, 

wants with intereſt, > } 
Davies 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory,” 
David was the ſong of the drunkards, and 
'the ſcorn of the gluttons ; andthe Son of Da- 
vid,that 


robe ſpo 


en againſt, and endured the contra- 


per your watch not by the Pariſh clock, but by the 
Wal of [cripture, which ever goeth truc with the 
un of Righteouſneſs, F 
" Ina word , your time us little, your work is 
preat; your talents are many, your 4Cc0u72t will 
The weighty 5, your Saviour ob(erveth every mo- 
ment bow tender you are of his honor, ihat was 
ſo tender of your eternal welfare; how you teſtifie 
your thankfulneſſe to hims, for all the bitter ago- 
ny , and ignominy , which he ſuffered for you, 
Tou ſhall ſhortly never more have the leaſt op- 
portunitie_( though you would give a thouſand 
worlds for it ) to doany thing in, for Gods glo- 
'rie,your own or others good, Work therefore the 
work of him that ſent you into the world, while 
it is the day of your life, for the night of death 
& hafttning on you, wherein you cannot work : 
Up and be doing,as a Chriſtian,as a Magiſtrate, 
(the Lordbe with you, 
Sir, I bave no more to ſpeak to yon, but that 
the Hearer of prayers may hear often from you,: 
that I may take heed to the miniſtrie which 1 
have received of the Lord, and fulfil it,” an4 to 


Wiction of ſinners, Hebr,12.3, Thope you- 


a([ure 
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that my prayers at the throne of grace ze ſol 
Je, that jou. and. your religious Conſort 7 
continne io dwell together as fellow heirs of th 
race of life , pig our hopeful Children 1 
Geplnd _ unde geo up in Er, fe 51 
e tranſplanted intothe true Paradile, | 
Kingdom of prey T bis phrough the het || 
heaven, ſhall be the petition of 


Your real MIS 
-, Febr. Is. | 


I65,.- | ever bleſſed Saviour, 'Þ 


George Swinnockel 
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-.; Chriſtian Reader , 


Hefe - ace: . two; thi 

FRO which ſhould be of bigh+ 
Oy fre eſt-iregard with us; 4 \ſer« 

|  viceable life,and a corfors 
ble death;;- and they arc:both foin-; - 
es conjoyned, * vatitzdo we: 
tor the one without theiother;; 
1 Patch of theſe js tobe preferred; was; 
' 4 doubt; which pur the Apoſite to-an, 


| Fats Lf. mietin; on:the: one fide! 


4 there was ſerwice, on: the: other (ide... 4 I 


there was gain; it he: lived he'ſhonld. 
[preach Chrift; if he dyed he ſbouldew-. 
| (lar and remain binfor c-!. 

ir;therefore Pax! was at a ſtand,and) 

hew notwhat to.determing;Surely! | 
ethad ian holy heart [chatfeould 


tas fer uſt ad > + 
INE _—_ _ ry 


& * 
PE 


think bis ſerviceworthy to come into | 


competition With his ſjdritnal anil eters 


nal intereſts | that which made Pax 
ſo indifferent and incnrious; as tothe 
meams,was the refolved fixi& 
feapetis end & ſcope wasChrilfe gi 
now *twasall-one ro him how 
would »fe him. tofiicha 2UrPOIC,; 
man-that &relolvedupon. Fl Jouraey; 
rakerh the way as he findeth ic, fir of 
foul;; ris envogh thar it Jeaderh him 
to his jonrxeqsend ;-(o:Chrift mrgbt 
beplorifiet';| eitherby:his! Minifry5or, 
by martyrdom, Pau was indifiercnt,, | 
Twas enough that Chriſt ſhonld be! 
glorified;none bave (uclt an 
eb: 10 Chrifts glory, but thole that 
live m the commmnion of ths hfe, mens\| 
tendency is accordmg'to the prideigh 
by which theyare ated; carnal n 
thara& by their own bfe,and live tl 
on prone root, bring forth frainid 


they 


| anſetver; water raſerh no higher: 
| thatiirs formitain;bat thoſe hes 
' life from Chriſt uſe it for him, to them 
| tolbwe'19Chriſt,as they live in hin and 
| byÞim,fo they live for bim and ro him. 
| We 'need Ef to take all occafions 
| to-prebs ments get inta. Chriſt, chat: 
| ebey may liven the communion of by: 
JF, and in the ſtrength and influence 
of it be carryed out to þz glory ; this 
ts that ' which will make fe. ſerwice - 
| able,and death ſweet ; and to this we 74 
need MEU al'kmde of ar-" 6.4 
ments, both thoſe whichate taken 
Gods relation to us; as alſo thoſe: _ 


| which arecaken from ogy expectations: 
| 


7” © 


1] from him;Kom.1 4.8:We are the Lords' 
{| by every kinde of right and title, and 
herefere OWC all warner of ſerwice to 
Jhim, even though nothing ſhould | 
Feome'of' it ;* bur they that do the 
4 Lord work will not want his wages, 
7 | AB ou 


” + - 
i L IE : 
Pb 2 . 
) , 


" TutheChriftias "Reb: 
though he might require: our ſexvice our-of: | 


meer ſoveraienty.. yet he..condeſcendeth.co, þ 


propound 7 reward, and that. ſo full a 
ample, thar'it ſhould ravifh our hearts eye- | 
ry time w?"thiuk of it.' Theſe confideraci= 
ons which 1- have here lobſely diſconrſed/of 3]. 
are notably improved inthe enſuing treatiſe, | 
which being . communicated to me by af 
friend of the Anthoy , 1 could tiot bat 're-Þ 
turn it with. this Character; that 'tisa d1- | 
_# (courſe grave and judicious, and yet quickey-,) 


_- edwitht ſuch warmth and vigor of illuftrati- | 
3% on Jt may be of great uſe to awa- | 
2 _ ken meFunto wore ſeriouſneſs in the'great' 
 - concernimemts of:theirſoul nos þ 1 
+  - nothing canbemore momentous. ;than. our 
E Trae #Cof, chat ws way live to bins, | 
SD [ i iieen ys: } / : TC F*.3 bs $4 1% 
*  ahdthenw#h hw forevermiaxe; this being] 


: _ Nignified , T leave thee ro the wotk: it fat; 
© (which I cannot but judge to/proceed from[ 
8 one,. both of a good head and heart) and prov 
: fels my ſelf , OWE) OFF |  / 


E005 Pn vm artine ork feoce 116) 
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READER: 


Eſpecially of the Pariſh of 

We in Hertfordſbire,and 

Borden 1 in Kent ; asal{o. the oc-_. 
cafion of this Treatile. 


T2 Have ſometime conifidred 
1..- | with my felf, (not with» 
WH out ſome remorſe and grief 
JM of ſpitt) the multitudes. of 

- RS men and women, that even 
=—_ jn thoſe places, whete the 
Ward of God is plainly and powertully 
Ganght, - run headlong in the broad way 
viu ch leaderh ro deſtruction, . And indeed 
; = head were waters, .and mine- eyes'a_ 


wot tears,that I might weep day-and 
- _ night 


, ET ” '3 


4 of 


7h E Fs to eto the, Reader, 


__ - night ( though every tear were a tear of 


y 


| blood) I could never ſufficiently bewail thi 
lain o the daughter of my people, of that 
Pariſh to which the providence « of God 
hath called me. 

That the lying vanities of this work 
ſhould by moſt be ſo greedily purſued , and} 
_ the reall mercies relating toa better world 
fſowretchedly deſpiſed : that a brutiſh le þ 
which muſt ſhortly be food fot wornies,] ' 
ſhoufd be ſo highly prized , and conſtantly} * 
gratified , and an "choefical f int ,; the ſol - 
which muſt live for ever, (0 aſely ſlighted 
_ . and unworthily neglected : thatevery ſoul- 
cen luſt ſhould be ſo heartily embras| 

the ſoul-ſaving Lord bur coldly and 


- © complementally entertained : that rhe ron 
20 Hellthould be (o — ly filled, 
the way.to Heaven almoſt wholly uno 
ed, Surely this ought to be "4K bitrep 
Jamentation ; and O what (ea of blood is 
enough to bemoan this: horrid wicked- ] 
nefle ! ! | 
Ic harh ſeemed to me chinebdee a matter 
worthy. of diligent enquiry, what ſpeciah” 
 Malefactors ſhanld be iridicted for thele' mas"? 
. ay-ſoul-miſcheits, and wul- murders, which: 
are committed amc us, Andonlrhgs 
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affairs of men, I find, though many Accefii- 
ries might be named, that ignorance ought 
to be arraigned and condemned as one of the 


knowledge, Hoſ. 4, 6, Inner darkneſsis the 
{beaten path to utter darkneſs, to the black- 
$of darkneſs for ever. Men in this miſt 
'of ignorance (like ſhips) run upon thoſe 
rocks whick-ſplic them eternally, As -the 
Indians prefer every toy and trifle before 
their Mines of Gold ; ſo they, every ſeniv- 
| all ſinful pleaſure, every foolith periſhing 
| creature, before the beautiful Image of God, 
the unſearchable riches in Chriſt,” the end- 
leſs happineſs in Heaven; becauſe they 
know not the vanity and emprinels of the 
{former , the excellency and pretiouineſs of 
the latter, Did men know the rift of God,andl 
who it ts that ſpeaketh tothem, and what he of- 
fereth they would ask of him,and he would give 
Iihems living waters, John 4. 10, 
& - What is the reaſon, that ſo many make a 
Mock of ſin, andidance merrily over the in- 
tral pit, and play with the unquenchable 


ow thartthe firewill burn him. Asthe 


. : 
-y 


* ab 
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; chat acquaintznce- which I have with the 
- Wotd of God, and experietfice of the ſon!-. 


ridicipals. The people periſh for want of 


re, but: ignorance The Child doth not - 
a Horſe 


- 
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WL: The Epiſtle to 1he Reader, 
Horſe they ruſh into the batte) ( fighting 
againſt God and their fouls) not knowing 
it will be to their deſtruction, to their dam- 
nation, Theſe Balaams run greedily aftexF 
the wages of unrighteouſneſs,not ſeeing the 
Angel that ſtandeth in the way with a 
drawn {word in his hand ready to kill them, 
Did they know what they do , when they 
wiltully break Gods Law, they would ſoon- 
er leap into a furnace of (calding lead , t 
provoke (o jealous a God, But fin goethF 
In a diſguiſe, and thence is welcome; like Ja 
das, it kiſſeth and kils; like Fob, it ſalures} 
and flayes. The fooliſh ſinner ſeeth the]. 
pleaſant ſtreames of Jordan,bur not thedeadſ 
Sea, into which they will certainly empty] 
themſelves to his ruine, _ 
; -Whatis the reaſon that the Devil carri-Jj 
eth ſo many captive at his will , leaderhf 
them whither he pleaſeth , but ignorance ji 
They are ignorant of his wiles, of his deviſh 
. _ ces: they know not (as drunken Lot of hiffp 
Daughters) when he cometh, nor when-hg 
oeth, The Prince. of darkneſs takes up 
is throne in dark underſtandings. The g9 


CS | 
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of this world blindeth their minds, 2 Cori} 
4. 4. leaſt the light of the glorious Galps 
of Chriſt ſhould thine unto them, How eaſy 


M7 The 
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s it for him to lead blind men- out of the 
Wway,and then to deſtroy themlas Plizy ſaith, 
the Eagle deals with the Hart, the lights 
upon his horns , and there fAlutters up arid 

down filling his eyes with duſt , botn in her 
feathers , that at laſt he may.caft himſelf 
from the rock, and fo be made a prey unto 

wer : { the wicked one bifndeth a muffler 
Ebefore mens eyes”, and then turneth them 

Foff the kadderand executes them, Oy. 
FT What is the cauſe of mens. ſcatidalouy 

practices but ignorance © The dark corners 
of the earth ar: full of the habitations of cruel 
| 9, Pſal. 74, 20, The flood-gates of wigks - / / 
edacfle are open, when the 'door. of knozw- . © 
Tledge is (hut ;' the cauſe why there was-ng 
Imercy ;-nor truth in the land, but {wears 

Jing, and lying, and ſtealing; ,comitting a+ 
Idultery , and blood touching blood, was 
Tenorance, Hof.4,:, 2, This is the root, of 
Fbitterneſs on which thoſe curted fruits - 
gerow, This.is the blind Captain . which, + 

ke Zilpsh hath a Gad, a troop. of. enormi- 

fities following him, Pal thanks ignorance, | 

| his blaſphemy and perſecuting the, - 
hurch, 1 Tiw.1,13. Thereaſon why the: 

then did not call on God. ,. was becauſe! 

did. uot know him, Zſal. 79. 6. The; 


* 
< 


” 
r 
: 5 
—_—=—- 


. 4 
© 4 


ya ont Does 


The Epiſtle fo the Reader, 


I Dubjetas, ors like cozening tradeſinen,when they 
BY bor ſhop , pur whar rocten 


Ee 


moſt ugly and monſtruous wickednels, 
. which ever was hatched or brought forth, 
.callech ignorance mother, Had theyf 


known, they would never have crucified the 


Lord of glory, 1 Cor. 2, 8. A, 3. 15.17, 


What A #exſtine ſaith of Original fin, is (in 


ſome reſpe&s) true of Ignorance, it is 
peccatum, pena peccati, & cauſa peccati, Itis 
a'fin as contrary to the law of God which 
requireth men to know him, 1 Chron. 28. 9, 
Lev. 5.15.18, It is the puniſhment of ſin as 
the fruit of our apoſtacy from God ; It is 
the cauſe of fin, as toads and ſerpents grow 
in dark cellars; as blind Alehouſes are ſinks] 
and ſources of all villanies, fo are dark and 
blind hearts. They are ſtrangers to the life| 
of God through the ignorance that is in 
them,Fph 4.18, £ 
What is the cauſe of mens erroneous} 
Finciples but ignorance « They erre, nor 
nowing the Scriptures, Mat. 22, 29, Im- 


e men ina dark ſhop , put what rotren| 
deceitful ware they pw into their hands; 
they lead captive filly women, that are eve 
learning and never coming to the know 
ledge of the truth, 2 Tim,3.6,7, Hereticks 
like -nurſes-may.put meat or poiſon i c 
Fa thei 


TT ES” 35S as Ac as wan. = wm... a> an 


, -” < 
FY 4 Fx} 


(VC —— «ez PIE nw 


% 


— — — 


—  ._ 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


their mouths who are babes in underſtand- 


; ing. they that are children in knowledge 
' will be toffed to and fro with every wind of 
doqrine, The blind man eates many a flye, 
' andthe ignorant man ſwallows many an er- 
-ror, Men will eafily be brought to deny the 
truths which they underſtand not, and to 
ſpeak evil of the things which they know 
| not, Fade verſ, 10, Simul ac definunt igno+ 
rare deſinunt odiſſe,(airh Tertullia».(in epolog.) 
of them that condemned the Chriſtian Re- 


| ligion, I 


Whats the reaſon that men put God off: 
. either with no ſervice orworſhip at all's or 
elſe with a few cold ſuperficial lazy du- 
* ties, without either heat or life, but their ig- 


norance? They know not theMajeſty,purity, . 


jealouſte, and ſeverity of God; they wor 
' ſhip they know not whom, and therefore 
they worſhip him they care not how; theit 
Altars are of any flight form or faſhion, be+ 
caule (like the Athenians)they are dedicated 
to the unknown God; they that know not 
their maſters will,cannot obey it, Some cry 
up-their good meanings to -excuſe their ig- 
Þ norance; but ignorant devotion: is like feet 
without eyes, - which thefarther they carty 
men, the greater.is their wandring and yyo, * 
G a 3 
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'' What is the reaſon that then take up” 

ſhort of Chriſt, and — grace , that } 

they pleaſe themſelves with the ſhadow in- 

ſtead of the ſubſtance of Religion, that , 
they cry peace, peace, to their fouls onely 
npon {ome outward pnviledges or a few in- 

ward good meanings(as they call them)when | , 

they arein a moſt damnable condition, and } . 

ſuddain deſtruction is ready to ſeiſe on them Þ | 

(as travail ona woman with child ) which } | 

they cannot eſcape; ſurely it is ignorance | | 

of the nature of Chriſtianity and ſanRifi- | | 

cation z they know not what regeneration 

| 

| 

. 

| 
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| is, and what faith and repentance are,which 
; are the conditions upon which ſalvation } 
| may be bad ; therefore they reſt in forms F : 
; (which - will fade) when their hearts and F 
& ives deny the power of godlineſſe, This, Þ 
this is (not as Papiſts would perſwade their 
deladed votaries the mother of devotion, | 
but) the monſter which cauſerh ſach hide- 
ous births of corruption, 'This is the epi- þ 
demical diſeaſe that raigneth all the year | 
long, and killeth (Tfear) more ſonls then Þ 
any of our new diſtempers 'doth bodies * Þ 
For the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from hea; Þ 
eu with his mighty angels, in flaming fire , | 


| Habing progeance on them 1hat know not God) ff 
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aud that | obey _ the Goſpel of onr Lord Feſas n 


Chriſt, Which ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deſlruttion from the preſence of the Lord and 


from the glory of his power,2 Theſl,1.6,7.8,9, 


This, this is the ſourſe of mens fins on 


earth and eternal ſufferings in hell, 
But one would think ſuch truths as theſe 


- might be ſeaſonable in Turky or India, or in 
| Spaix and Italy, where the tree of know- 


ledge is forbidden fruit , where they may 
not read their fathers mind in their mother 
tongue ; bur is it poſſible that in England 
(where the will and word of God's more 
powerfully preached , more practically ap- 
plied, more clearly difcoygred than in any 


+ nation of the world ) "there ſhould beany | 
* Ignorant perſons © Alas, alas, We finde by 

- woful experience thac there are many, very 
* many Indians and heathen (for ignorance)in + 
England, Men and women that know. as 


-aSif they had | 
| their time in Turky or India, . I am atham-, 


| 


- 
” 

- 
A 


little of God and holineſs of Chriſt ,' his 


natures, offices,of true faith and repentance, 
been born ,. and'bred up all 


ed to write what I know of tlie ſortiſh ſtu» 


: 


pid helliſh ignorance of many, and ſome 
chat are aged too , that are going to dye, 


- and yer never knew what it was tolive ,, el> 
$8 a 4 ther 
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ther to God or their ſouls, The good 


Lord affe&t my heart more with the danger 


and dreadfulnefſe of their eternal condi- 


tions, 

O how fad is it that ſo many precious 
ſouls ſhould lie lazing on their beds of fecu- 
rity and idleneſs, and though the Sun ſhine 
brightly in upon chem, they willnot draw 


-their curtains and opea their eyes to behold | 


it! That in a valley of viſion, *a Goſhen, 


2 land of light, thouſands ſhould live and 
dyein worſe then Egyptian darkneſfe; that 
the Bible ſhould bea ſealed hook to them , 
and almoſt every one have the dark fide of. 


that glorious pillar towards him! 


\'- Reader ,.'To cure this ſoul-murdering 
:diſtemper ,, I have endeavored ( according 
to the truſt committed to me , and the. 


grace beſtowed on me) to Ciſcover in this 


Treztiſe the life 1n Chriſt , or true.Chriſti- - 
anity, with the matchleſs endleſs felicity - 
that accompanieth it ;.as alſo the natnre ' 
and danger of unregeneracy,with the means 1 


ro come'out of it 5 by which thou mayſt ſee 
that many.cozen their ſouls with counterfeis 


coin (falſe evidences for. heayen) inſtead of 
true, which will nof abide the touchſtone x 
of Scripture, and ſo like Urjab, they ent | 
Ws. +3 ' . thoſe, 
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Thoſe letters about them , though they 
know it not, which will at laſt coſt them 
their lives , and cauſe their eternal deaths, 
"That there 1s no. fool like the ſinner who 
ſelleth his ſoul for a ſong ; his Saviour, his 
£ernal happineſs, the unſpeakable plea- 
fares at Gods right hand tor evermore , for 
the periſhing empty profits,and baſe brutiſh 
pleaſures of 1in, hich are but for a feaſon; 
Though fin be delightful in the a& (to car- 
nal wretghes) -yet it will be bitterneſs in the 
end.It will be a bitter-ſweet- toall its lovers, 
when for their momentany pleaſure they 
ſhall be recomipenced yith eternity of into- 
letable unconceivable pain, That it is not 
for_ nothing that Miniſters call fo loudly 
and earneſtly to thee , to kill rhoſe luſts 
which would kill thee , and to follow after 
holineſs, without which no man ſhall ever 
ſee the Lord, Heb.12,14.1t will teach thee, 
thar God and Chriſt, heaven and hell, thy 


nor things to be dallied with ; -belieye it, 
thou wilt one day find that it is bad- jeſting 
with fuch edged tools, Surely the greateſt 
eriouſneſs that is imaginable is too, toolit- 
tle for them, . O hadſt thou but the thou- 
Gndth part of that ſepiouſneſs "about them 
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which they deſerve ,- and call for ar thy YI; 
hands ; ſurely thou wouldſt have other man- 
ner of thoughts of them , and carriage to 
wards them then now thou haſt. Well,1 he 
have four ſpecial things at preſent from the f 
living God to commend to thee andle: 
with thee in order to thine eternal good 
known not how ſoon I may betaken from | 
thee) If thou loveſt thy ſoul, praftice them 
faithfully z if not, anſwer the contraryf 
when thou and I ſhall meet in the othet 
world at the great and terrible day of theſ 
Lord Jeſus. 

Firſt, do thou labor for the knowledge, 
' of God and his Son, thy ſelf,, and the duty 
which thou” oweſt to thy Maker and Res | 
deemery haſt thou not read the doleful cons 
ſequence of ignorance ?- and doth it not 
nearly concern i thee to get out of that dams 
nable condition * 
Withour this thou canſt-never be Reli- | 
g108s, notwithſtanding all thy pretencegli; 
that thou meaneſt well , and ha as goodh/ 
an heart as the beſt, If thou knowelt no 
the God of thy fathers", thou canſt neve 
ferve him with a a perfect heart, 1Chron 28, 
4 thy worſhip Sill be bur wild, and wart 
aa all thy ſerv; th 
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hefic of a fool; The foundation of 0- 
Hience muſt be laid in knowledge, Mal 
; $. till chen thou offereſt np to the Lord, 
h he Jame and blind, which he will not ac- 
xt, God expeterh reaſonable ſervices , 
fw.7 2,1. ſuch for which thou canſt give 2 
ood reaſon out of his word , which muſt 
Era warrant of thy worſhip, Be not 
fore in ſhape a man, a rea onable crea- 
te, and as NebuchadneXFar , in heart A 
be: Kt. be nor as the horſe and mule which 
hath no underſtandin , Pſal.32.9 

gen kaowlan: e thou canſt not be 
If the THAP f be hid. it is hidto 

fem 4 periſh oor 4 4, Wilful i _=—_ 
ance 1s a fad Got n that thou art in Gods 
tack bill, If God will ever have thee to 


faved, he will bring thee to the know-_ 


doe of his truth, 1 T31,2.4, When Ham- 
ans face was covered , his execution was 
tear, Do notdelude nd deſtroy thy ſoul 
y preſuming that thy ignorance will not 
amge thee; forif A art without know- 
a; : he that made thee will not ſave thee, 
herhat formed thee will ſhew thee no 

ercy, 1/4, 27. 11, - Mark Reader but this 
| ple, Pfal,95 .10, 11, where the God 


Ja confirmeth It by an oath that they 
| which - 
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which do not know his ways, ſhall not enter * 

into his reſt, One would think that a pri-J; 
ſoner ſhould be both earneft and diligent tof * 
learn his neck verſe, who knoweth - hel} * 
muſt be hanged if he cannot read; and doſltf 
not thon read in broad Characters , in thel,” 
word of God, that thou muſt be an eternalſ 
monument of diyine fury in hell , if thouf'* 
doſt not learn to know the onely true Godp 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent 2 doth 
it not then behove thee to be diligent for 
knowledge ? i 
1. How ſhouldſt thou wait on the word] 
| of God which enlightneth the mind, anc 
lenſus maketh wiſe the ſimple! Pſal. 19. 7,8, D# 
diſciplize. vid had more underſtanding then the anciÞ 
ents, becauſe Gods word was his meditati-Þ 
on,Pſa.119.98,99, Watch at wiſdoms gate 
with an humble hungry ſoul, and God may}: 
fill thee with good things;God maketh ma- 
nifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge by his 
Maiſters in every place, 2 Cor.2,14, If thou 
wouldſt ſee ,, go where the Sunne ſhinethy 
2, Ply the throne of grace with unceſſant} 
= Bone oraſy PIAYE1S that God would enlighten thy 
e# bexe  Mindin the knowledge of his will. . 1f an 
Puluifſe. mau lack wiſdom or knowledge , let hiw ask i 
of God who giveth liberally and upbraideth n 

s | | 
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Jim. I, 5, Intreat him to open thine eyes 
"Thar thou mayſt ſee the wonderful things 
contained jn fs law, Pſal.t19. 18. If thos 
cryeſt after knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice 
for joe! Fears. ; if thou 1 ber as ſil- 
ver, and ſearcheſt for ber as for hid treaſure, 
" then ſhalt thou underſtan1 the fear of the Lord 
and find the knowledge of God ; For the Lord 
giveth wiſdem, ont of his mouth cometh know- 
ledge and underſlanding,Prov.2.3,445,6. 

3- Take heed of inning againſt choſe 
tommands which thou knowveſt : Hold not - 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs ; Do not wan- 
ton away the lighe, leaſt God give thee up 
'to judiciaty darkneſs, Thou knoweſt thou 
:ſhouldſt pray with thy family, and inecrer; 
*make conſcience of the Lords day,inſtruct 
thy children, forbear drunkenneſs, (wearing, 
Flying, untleanneſs,and chelike;be ſure thou 
| do not ſhutup this knowledge in thy conſci- 
| ence, and deny itinthy converſation, leſt 
| (as a candle pent up in a dark Janthorn) it 
| {wail out quickly, It any man will do my 
| will, he ſhall know my- doctrine whether ic 
be of God or no, John 7.17. To practice 
whar-you know, is the way to know-/what 
to*paattice ; Knowledge 1s the mother of 
obedience, it breeds jt ; and obedience wy 
"$4531 rne 
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| the nurſe of knowledge , it feedeth and 


nurtureth it ; if thou improveſt thy littke 
ſtock well, doubt not but God.will adde to 
it and encreaſeit; leave no means untried 
for the obtaining this purchaſe. I have (if 
thou belongeſt to our Pariſh)offered thee to 
inſtru& thee to my power in the myſteries 
of Chriſt, appointed alſo days for that endz 
it may be thou art one of thoſe many that 
ate too old tolearn, that ſcorn to be taught, 
Iwould ask thee one queſtion , and think 
of it, Art thou not too old to be fayed ? 


Doſt thou not ſcorn to go to. heaven 2 |; 
Surely thou doſt; by contemning the way |: 
thou ſcorneſt the end, Well take heed 
thou doſt not die without knowledge ; for 


if thou doſt, all the world cannot keep thee 
one quarter of an hour out of hell, and 


then-thon wilt have time enough to befool Þ 


thy (elf for refuſing a good offer , and will- 
fully rejeting through thy pride thoſe 
things which concerned thine eternal peace, 
I ſhall conclude this head with the. words of 
that eminent and pious writer, © How long 


zl 47m *(faith he) may apoor Miniſter firin his 


11 Þ-<© ftadybefore any of the ignorant ſort will F 
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*come” upon that errand (z. e, to learnthe- Þ 
© knowledge ofCod 8 themſcives)Lowyenp 
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; have theirClients,andPhyſicians their Pa- 
* tients; theſe are ſought after 8&alled up at 
#midnight for counſel;but alas the foul which 
# is more worth then raiment and body too, 
{that is negleRed and the Miniſter e 
*thought one, till both theſe be ſent away. 
*Perhaps when the Phyſitian gives them 
*over for dead, then we muſt come and 
*cloſe up their eyes with comfort, which 
$*were never opened to ſee Chriſt in his 
truth, or elſe be counted cruel, becauſe 
we will not ſprinkle them with this holy 
£ water, andanoint them for the Kingdon 
*of heaven, though they know not a ſtep 
Fof the way that leads to it. Ah, poor 
Fwretches, what comfort would you Lan 
*us ſpeak to thoſe to whom God himſelf 
£ ſpeaks terror * Is heaven ours to give 
FFtowhom we pleaſe? or is it in our power 
*ro alter the laws of the moſt High , and 
* ſave thoſe whom he condemns * Do you 
© remember the curſe that is to tall upon his 
*head, that maketh the blind to, wander 
* our of the way? Deut.27,18, Whit curſe 
then would be our portion., if we*fhould 
# confirm ſuch blind fouls as are quiralgyt of 
F che way to heaven, encouraging the to 
'g0 on, and expect.co reach heayenat laſt, 
5% ; 2 when 
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= © when God knows, theit feet ſtand in thoſef ; 

< paths that lead to eternal death 2 No, 'rish;; 

©yvritten, we cannot. God will not reverſe 

< it, you may read your very names amonglth* 

© thoſe damned ſouls which Chriſt comesig Þ 

* flaming fire to take vengeance on, 2 Theſſ,] | 

©1.8, And therefore in the fear of God let}; 

< this provoke you of what age or ſex, tankÞſy 

© or condition ſoever you be, to labor for 

© the ſaving knowledge of God in Chriſt} 

* whom to know 1s life eternal, Johnlj 

17.3. " 

Secondly,Do not reſt in bare knowledge 

but endeavor to get thy will, affeions, ar ir 

heart renewed $ a clear head muſt be ach 

companied with' a clean heart; fſavingl} 

knowledgeis evera ſanRifying knowledgeF 

Content not thy (elf with any thing ſhort 

: of regeneration and the power of godlinels; 

Mir #6! Maſter Robert Bolton, when dying, told his 

ty Matte: Efildren, Fhat he verily believed none off 

S844. them Gn fbink to meet him at the great 

ſour n an unregenerate eſtate. - So 1 

am corhident that none of you can with any 

comfort” ( nay without unſpeakable horror 

andWgrrow) meet meat the Barof Chriſt 
in your natural eſtates, O how ſad will if 

be for thee chat art now aſleep in fin,.zo 

Tg 38 awake | 


\ 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader." 
wake (like the ſailor) at the» yer of 
ith; and to findthis 'invvard;chinge;#this 
wew creation , this: life: in C hrift miſſing; 
har an hearr quake willipofſe(s thee * 
how pale and trembling wilt thou ſpring in« 
80 the preſence of Chriſt, in the other 
world for thy-particular judgement! Cons 
er thy profeſſion will nor ferve turn; the 
Rorm of deattcwill: waſh ouc all colours of 
profelfion that arenor laid in throylE of Toe 
newing grace;Aur.,25.8. : 
Thy priviledges will not do itz Circumc1s 
1's nothing/,.nor uncircumGlion bur s _ 
vereature; Gal.6, 15, Thou mayit enjoy 
= rIprure, ' and Sabbaths, and Satraments, 
many ſeafons of grace, and hell ar laſt. 
Kay che higher thy exaltation (inregard of 
he prices) it rhou dicſt-unconver-; 
greaterithy condemnation will be; 
|, or go to. ſuchQhambers of utteridark+: 
eſs, - they that are lighred thjchet witty 
| 25 r of yr Ter Ow = 
oly. day-.in/hell, 1n. compariton of; 
us that are now lifted up to heayert and; 
fiſh, If the ſweereſt wine make 1uch; 
4, of 5 'and 'the cold; kad when, 
tbe ſo hot: and ſcalding how - pure; 


zhry will that wrath be which ſhalt, 
b > by 


R . , F | B 
| d 
An 
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| 2h bo apts bs 7 Readey. 
he Sador A Anelice orſweating fickne\-;d ,dy- 
&:afiredly if «ſuffered to- fees thoſe 
their beſt friends rhar kepr theity wak- 
Tr ; though they (poſſibly)had liccle thank 
_ Ic may be hb may thitik I aid toy 
; but truely the wound! is deep, dan- 
, yeadeadly, and therefore though { 
thee to pain” by lancigg it ;-I am forced 
z otherwiſe thou wilt: not be cared, Sia 
I}, and fivlineſs and fantificationware 
thier "manner -of things then the llocpy 
world dreamethof. 
Lord give _ an heart to obey his 
in orderto thy converfion, and thert 
a vfare chou witt have cau(d ro give him 
dksrhat 1 woald notler thee flerþ quiets 
21.4 bed char was in a flame ,' nor in'ant 
ticion that was next dgor'to infinite is 
nd erermal deſperation, - 
Thirdly, exalc godlineſsin thy family. 'f 
e Chriſt be chief in chy: heart , yy 
fident he will to thy utmoſt power be 
lahy. houfe 5 that thou-art (really , wit 
ou: art relatively, Labor chat thy chy- 
2nd (ervanits tay know-nd ferve God; 
ell with thy wite 'a8 # mai of kfiow-' 
pe.as heits together of the grace of lite, 
| Four prapers be nor hed, c Pet.3. Fig. 
d b 3 
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_ thouſeeſt in them ſome ſigns and hopes-4 


readefſt of Hergd , how he murdered poati- 


——Bring up thy children in che nurtureand a&|4 
-monition of-the Lord, Hph, 6'4. Tech K 
thy ſervants: their duty. to God and then 


own ſouls. *. Conſider theſe are the lawslf 4 
the righteous God; and ere long when thauf © 
halt leave all the dying and-lymg vanitig|s 
'of this world, thou muſt give an accountia{ 
the other world ; haw- thou haſt-obeyed} 
them. God bath committed a oreat truſty * 
tothee, eventhe charge of the ſouls of alli 
in-thy family ; ,and doth nat-thine hey: 
tremble to think of ſoul-blood, of ſouls 
murder ! I afſure thee thou mayſt be as tines} 1 
ly and really guilty of theirdeaths and dang} 4 
nations - by ſtarving them as by: poiſoning” 
wem. I meanby not inſtructing, charechnſſs 
zing, and principling them in the things ofÞ? 
God, by not praying with them, and overs 


x 


ſeeing that they mind the worſhip: of -Godjl: 


$ in- making them drunk-, afad teaching}" 
them to-ſteal and ſwear. 1 
. For thy children, Doſt thou not knowſ 
that' they. are-born children ;of wrach, and 
heirsof hell ? and canſt thou be quiet: vlliÞ 


regeneration:, ;an intereſt m. Chriſt ; | a 
thereby a right toheaven? + -When t 


 childreafſi 
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«hildren,thou condemneſthim;thou thinkeff 
hard-hearted Here! But doſt not thoifdg 
cen thouſand times worſe,in murdering the 
{fouls and bodies of thy dear children #062 
yer © Al hard- hearted, ah bloody-'fa4 
ther ! Herod was a man'of bowels, a merci- 
ml -manto:thee, Is it any wonder toheat 
(ich one) of that ſhip ſunk, or dafht upoi 
rock, that was put to ſea without'card-0f 
teompaſs 2 nor is it a wonder to hear of Chil- 
wdren finking .in perdition , who are chralſk 
into the world , which is- a ſea of .tempta- 
tions, without any knowledge of God and 
4heir duty, - One would think every tine 
thou readeſt and heareſt of the extremity 
zandeternity of hells torments,. of the muEE 
mitudes that muſt undergo them , of "the 
few even of thoſe within the viſible Church 
|that ſhall be ſaved, and of the difficulry of 
obtaining falvation ,* that thy loyns ſhould 
*tremble , and thy joynts: ſmite rogether'; 
thar thy head, yea hear: thould ake for fear 
zany of -thy dear children ſhould beamong 
thoſe many that muſt drink that cup of 'the 
Eords:pure wrath ; & that rhou ſhoulcſt be 
ftleſsnight and day in wraſtling wit Cod; 
and-inftrufting them, in uſing all meansto 
Pic ent their endleſs ruiney ſurely 1t+thou 
wv -- b 3 hadſt 


; IR 
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© a ſpark of xrve love to.4hy chiles [0 
it oe be with thee. | "[* 
And ces thy. ſervants, unleſs ook. 
farefal,chat theyſerve the Lord,they 

'F 


lictle beholden to thee for t panes eh 
gyel them (poſſibly ) CO and outwa 
$ convenient, but doſtthou-not do 4 | 
mc far thy cattel * And is it thinkeſtF 
thon,enough to do no more for thoſe 'ſoulsÞ* 
which muſt live in unſpeakable pain or ple: "| 
{ure for eyer, then for thy beaſts ? If he * 
that provideth nor for the bodies of his fas 
mily, be worſe then an Infidel , 1Tim; 547 
ſixely he that provideth-nat- for their ſouls;] 
iskja to a devil; ſay not,; they are ſtabs] 
"69 and will not be taught, Haſt not thou|| 
power in thy hands either 20 teach'rhem,'orÞ 
rurn them one of doors? Let none ſerve 
thee that will not ſerve God. /Thon wilt|! 
nat keep a ſervant that knoweth 'not how , 
to do thy work, atleaſt if he will not leam|' 
and then tollowit with diligence; Now1et 4 
thy conſcience be . judge; Is not Gods x 
work ( the pleaſing and glocifying his infi-] 
pite majeſty) of far greater concernment: 
than thy greateſt and weighteſt work'? ah 
dareſt thou keep one that neither knowerlf 
how 29 do it, -norwill learn £ Follow th 


may 
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1% they: nM with mes he. 
et of p3ar rags © Libs in this be was 
mely great) that he would have his whole 
Ke gathered together, - and-cau(e the 
Tiptures 10;be read to thera , and inſtry- 
Sion to be given them from the Word « Md . 


| Beſideif thou, didſt but regard thy own 
npO! al good, thou wouldſt -ijnſtzat thy 
rants and children in ſpiritual things; for 


ho thatare unfaithful to their Maſter and 
&ather in heaveny, will be uafaichful to their 
bh aite! and father! On earth, ; They that 
make no conſcicnct of theit duty to > God, 
but rob him of his' ſervice and worſhip, i 
never make'conſciefice of: their duty - to 
thee, bur if they have opportunity, "ow 
420b thee of thy time, ſervice.,: and hows 
Be ſure that thou performe tamily uties, 
KG heaping; teading , and the like, morning 
and evening ;  donot ferve the fla and the 
world all.day,:and then put God off-with: a 
few cold ſleepy petitions at night; the com> 


nan : 15; Pray a 49- F. Theſ], S«.17, 
| b 4 Daniel 
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—*Þanjel waz at it three times a day,Dee.6,20, | 


David feven' times a day, Pf, 119. 164; 


"Gods metrcies are renewed-Qn thee every: 
morning ; and ſhould+ not+thy prayers: and 
Praiſes be renewed every mormng ? Both 
not the preſervation of thy: family every | | 
night, deſerve family acknowledgement in | 
the morning ?  Weariſome nights are-ap- 


pointed tc others; the beds of others prove | 1 


their graves/, thou and thine might have a+ | 
waken in hell; doth this diſtinguiſhing mer--Þ 
:cydeſerve no thanks?Ts not thy familyevery |: 
day lyable to-many dangers,both bodily and 
ſpiritual 7 doth 1t nor need pitying, fan-/| 
Rifying, pardoning, directing, preventing 
mercy every day, nay everymoment ? and 
+ 3s not all this wortha prayer Uponno- |; 
account! negle& the offering up Xo eſe |: 
morning and evening acrifices ; let thy || 
prayers and of the reſt in the family come. 
up beforetheLord in the morning like in-+ 
cenſe, and the lifting up of thine hands ar-} 
night as anevening ſacrifice, <7, 
- Do not ſay as ſometimes I have heard Þ 
of thee, that thou canſt not ſpate: time. for”: 
theſe duties, thy family is great;, and thou | 
canſt not get them a MONET thy buſt: 4 
81s is great ,. and a little time {pent;this 
"2220S | wy 
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way ;. may wrong thee ; 1 anſwer rhee;; 
{t chou gerall thy family rogerher twice 
aday'ro-ſet meals for their bodies, and canft 
 thbunorger them togerher twice a*day tor 
ſer-meals (family duties) for their ſouls? 

2;'W har greater or weighter bufineſs canſt 

thou have, thenthe working our the ſalva- 

tion of thy own, ' and the ſouls committed 

to! thy e? are not the. moſt impor- 
-rant affairs -rbou-canſt oy deal about; 
but roysand trifles'to this? 3, Was not 
Davids family greater then thine, and his 
| \ ay a= ? _ Earng. wr" 
time (thougtra King) ily duries,f 
101.9, He hr br $dbork inſtru 
their child in the things of God, 1 Chrem- 
28; 9, Pre. 4.3.to 10, Pro, 31. If 'thow art 
poor, and faiſtrhou art to provide for thy .. 
family ; ſee an anſwer to that inthis book, 
pag. 187. 188; 189, © Though: Ged- will 
give you bottr another manner of an{wer 
to your tooliſh-prerences, when ye ap- 
pear at the Judgement ſeat of Chriſt. 
- -Haveaſpecialcarealſo of the ſanRifica- 
ition of the Lords day in thy _—_—z re-. 
member the living God commandeth thee, 
"that thou;tby ſon, thy 1'y co , thy. man- 
"{evaiit,' and thy - maid-ſervant , and alt 
4 wi 


Sn ther Render, 
within thy gate keep thae day y holy. 
not make: þ ey hn of others ne ve 
pattern.or-permifſion ;.let-.not that. « 
of, yn be deffonred or prophaned by:d 
. neſs, carth] y.chaughes, words, or- a6 j00$k 
ſpend the: ahold: come: which — 
from Us Ws in — 
privateduties; as praying, reading, 4 
chatechiling ,-ca > account. of: thy 
FR Dias) har chey-know & 
a 12 of -C _—_ 
__ they: have learned thar wap 


its ſpecial privitedge, a great me 
thon and thi gra == % 
ldly imp e) A > 


your ſelves ell Bom woe 
ments, and enjoy as vleſ-J+ 
fed Godin themeans of grace,”. This I ſhall 
be bold to tell:thee, charReligion andthe} 
ſervice of the moſt high God 1nthy family] 

h mach, yea very mach npon.tt 
obſervation of the Lords d 4 thou mayſt 
expe its increaſe or decreaſe according to 1 
thy andtification or prophanation of it, In 
the Primitive times when the queſtion was Þ 
Servaſti Dominic uw 7 the anſwer mY 
Pianns ſum, omintere non'poſſum, Thou'F 
tendeſt to bþea Chriſtian, make ;conſcience 
of every minute of that day of. Chriſt, E 


Pas i 
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{& chat thou "and as many of thy fa- 
mily as can poſſily be attend with all 
Wipence and reverence at the publike place 
gf worthip; there God receiverh the great- 
(4 and there he beſtow "4. the 
hviceſt mercies, ' O bleſfed are they that 
It in his houſe, bleſſed are they that wait 
Viſdoms: gates, that watch at the poſts 
15 0, Prov. 8. Tn all things ſhew 
bent I promnch *to them that are under 

e; the people commit- 

dro Ty government, wil ooner umitare 
thy doings , then obey thy ſayings, Sin 
Ometh: in at firſt by pre apap. tis in- 
meaſed exceedingly by imitation z thou 
that haſt or free ren x ſeryants follow- 
kg thee cirher to heayenor to hel, haſtneed 
ſhoole 2 right path, even the narrow way 
it leaderh rolife. Weigh thy words,con- 
wy Hoop they will leam thy langnage z 
{woid choſe ſinful exprefſions of Faith and 
T roth ( ler your yea he yea, and your nay 

| hay; for whatſoever is mote is evil) of re- 
Jpeating others oathes, of ſpeaking 1rteve- 
rently of the great God and his word, of 
Iwiſhinz evil on any man; for the command 
: "Bleſs them that carſe,, Mat, 5.44, 1et no. 
a Gquimuntcarion proceed out of ky lips,- 
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within thy gate 
not make: Y- ne N ps i Ta wa] 


pattern. or-permifſion ; let. not that. « 
of Hays be Geflonred or prophaned byzid 
. nels, earthJy;chaughes, words, or- atony 
ſpend the .whole-time- which thou yard 
from vas ers in ſecret/a 
privateduties;, as pra , reading,ſingu ; 
chatechiling , taking <6 2ccount. of: thy 
ran wa ſervants, eons 
myſterjes of -C 
"7 t Y have nwmngps x day Eft 
Pect 6 £ emer 
thon and fem Bu Bar that day 
your ſelves wholly Com es Fr mph Iz a 
ments, and enjoy communion with the b + t 
fed Godin the:means of grace,” This » 
he bold to tell-rhee, charReligion and-rhe 
ſervice of the moſt high God 1n thy fami 
h mach, yea very much npon.t 
obſervation of 'the Lords day ; thou may 
expe@ its increaſe or decrea according to 1 
thy Canctificacion or prophanation of it, In L 
the Primitive times when the queſtion wasÞ 
Servaſti Dominic um © the anſwer as, Cool 
Pianns ſw, omittere non'poſſam, Thou'p 
tendeſt to bea Chriſtian, make ;conſien | 

of every minute of -that day of hr. 

ue] * 
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fare chat thou 'and as many of thy fa. 


mily as can poſiily be ſpared, attend with all 
eand reverenceat the publike place 
of: pz there God receiverth the great- 


eb praiſes; and there he | beſtowerth the 
dviceſt mercies, 'O bleffed are they that 
well infis houſe, blefſed are they that wait 
Wifdoms gates, that watch at the poſts 
Wher: doors, Prov, 8. Tn all things ſhew 

ſelf 'a | 2eyincdyy them that' are under 
By care and charge; the people commit- 
dro thy government, will ſooner wmicare 

> doings , then obey thy ſayings, Sin 
meth in at firſt by propagation, but is in- 
weaſed exceedingly by imitation z thou 
that haſt co frm ren and ſeryants: follow- 
be thee either to heayenor to hel,haſtneed 
mooſe a' right path, even the narrow way 
that leadeth rolife. Weigh thy words,con- 
dering' rhar they will learn thy langnage 3 
woid thoſe ſinful exprefſions of Paith and 
Troth ( ler your yea be yea, and your nay 
tay; for whatſoever is mote is evil) of re- 
Ipeating others oathes, of ſpeaking irteve- 
rently of the great God and his word, of 

fiſhing evil on any man; for the command 
Is, Bleſs them that carſe, Mat, 5. 44.1et no. 
il communication'proceed out of thy Ups, 
Kt, ut_ 
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_ The Epiſtle 10 the Reader. 1] 
"..  butlerthy ſpeech be ſeaſoned with: gra el. 
. that 2 be iy Ya good, and be exemnþ 
plary. to: the. hearers,-, Look well to-:rhyP 
. works, that they.be agreeable to-theword[ 
of God, In thy Religious performances] 
eſpecially manifeſt all reverence, fervency;| 
& ſeriouſneſs,that thy children and '{eryans} 
may ſee that thou art. in earneſt about ſoul 
affairs;about eternity-concernments z thou 
little. knoweſt how profitable ſuch-a-pattem 
may be unto them, Do thy utmoſt, uſe all 
.means commanded taee -to ſave thy feltanit] 
them that dwell - with thee, ' Be confident 
that ſhortly Chriſt will ſay to thee. as Elich 
to David, With whom haſt thou left thoſe 


few ſheep in the wilderneſs * What is be 
come of the children. and ſervants which-If 
intruſted thee, with? will ir be enough think-J 
eſt thou for thee then toanſwer, Lord, For 
my children , I brought them - up: without 
any charge to the Pariſh , or Lord, I bred 
them Gentlemen ; or: I put them ont to 


trades ,. or I left them. competent eſtates; 
Andtor my ſervants, I paid them their war? 
ges , gave them their meat and drink , ac! 
cording to my agreement with them,Vy hens 
Chriſt ſhall reply ( Man) whats become pf: 
their ſouls which I created capable of the; 

im- 
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270m iediare fruition of my (elf; which Ie. 
med with my: ihchous: bloods what ' 

ame will then cover thy face, and what 
fill thy heart, - when the blood of 
mo Fouls be. required of  thee!: Q 
let Foſhwabs praftice ahd reſoluti- 
(rows c__ abr and thy houſe will 

+ e che Lord; Joſb:24.1 
i! 'Fonrthly, Mile Ret oion arid che WOr- 
$ upping and glorifying the great God the 
| great buſineſs of thy whole life. Improve 
al thy time, power, eſtate, intereſts , and 
i} ralencs wharſoever to the utmoſt , \for the 
of Cod, 'and thine own everlaſting 


Majed. 1 Look ont - from as created, pre- 


Weed, iipplyed widhoighely; daily; hour- 
1 | 3 2 
= Te for the Svies of 4 fleſh; 
4 a0; chatiend were mean and low, bur) that 
; 4d mighteſt be enabled unto and encour- 
4 aged-in the ſervice of the glorious*God ; 
4 Surely aith-that noble Lord Du Pleſsir, If in _the 
Hearyr were made for man, then 'man epiſl 8 
| oy made for more then the world. A! rhe 
4 the favors thon enjoyeſt are but baitslaid by #7: Relig, 
z20d-to carch thy foal ; as they come all 
tom -him, (o ler them be improved all 
I for him, Ic is godlineſs alone that will 
4 hold ori when thou'comeſt to thie g _ 0 
"wi 3 J11*G- OY 
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ammo 


| that when char ffilerk chow maiſt bowl 


hadſhips-ar the day of rafflition and: 
hoor "of thy '+diffolution, ''-'The' goal 
min and bis %cellineds-are like Saw att} 


Fontan, in their lives; and inthe {| 
deaths _ therefore exet| & 
ciſe 4hy It —_— " a 


thou art one to "to whom God hath 
much in the world', ' [1 njuſt tell thee: th: 
muctr ' wilt -be required .bt thee'y- it 
greater: thy receipts are;'the' 
returns muſt. be, aud the Jatger «hy-d il 
burſemenes !for God; make to: Clank 

friends of the Mammon:of-unriz Tnteou 


ceived into the C eleſtial habitation...” 
way tQ get rhar which chow canſtinorp:; 
43$dpcchariry ro-pare with thas51 
thou canſt, not keep,” Thou can@not c; 
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5; DixeR., Be. diligent in-reading, hearing, 
and medatating on the word of. Gad| 


200. 10-208; 
6, Dire, Re frequent Url fore ext at the 
| throue of grace "i 253. 1925s. 
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| +; Motives colaborfor this ſpiritual” 
. w86 P Vs) . life, I 1 ory | 

i T, It:us the moſt honorable life P,263) tO 267, 

| 2. 18 is the rhoſt comfortable life-p,267.to 275 

| 3+ 1tis the moſt profitable life Pp. 275. 

Concluſion of this large uſe to the unconverted 

p.287. 


4, Uſe by way of conſolation to all that 
q | tive ſpiritually p 288. 
It «s comfortable 
1. Againſt perſecution from the world 


| .290, 
2, Againſt the temptations of the devil 
p.294. 

3. Azairſt the corruptionsof*thy own he rt 

eh | P. 297. 

4. Againſt our own deatys p.300. 

5. Againeſt the death of onr godly friends 

and relations P. 393. 

'  IÞtis further comfortable if we conſider 

x I, The excellency of this- eain which will 
| appear P.305. 
, I. Bythe foretaſtes of it p.306. 


2, Bythe price paid for it p 309. 
3+ By the titles given to it P.311: 
Bk 2, The 


Al 


&23 b4efiefa roieteeZieta ts 


") Fader, 1 aþ bre thee to excuſe the unſuit- © 
\ ablencſ of (ome of the page titles , that 

r the work of the Printers (1 intended a 
ning Title according to the ſeveral heads 
ch were handled) The Contents will make 
al ſatisfaction for that error. My abſence 

wn the = h occafioned alſo Eo 
Went f Ws the por aogte ye f con; 

have obſerued , and j c 
F A Canes The Greelcnd L ative ine 


i. 
wangled iy the Margine,, hut 1 2arpnes | 
het Treatiſe for =P" medled little with 
\ and am he eff troubled for ——_ 


; them. 


4 bp 


br - matey, & 


7 fine 21. f- *þ. 20.1.10, LEP 23.1. 21. add 
_ 1. AP ſhall} L1.1.9.5. Demands p. 81:4: 23) 
hgh p- 123.1. 2. range I$9:l. 2g 


el. 26.7. 192.1. 24. 2c 8,1. 20. 
years p. 278.1. #- (fe va Fer, Ebel eſe 
Ping <4 FP uy 


Margine. Pag, 4 ,, ay, 35:7: adeptis Fa 39:7: Ch 


Phil. 1... > 1 
Forto me to live, 7s Chriſt, antdl to » the 


& T is 2 memorable obſeriatians.- 
of that Chriſtian Heachien;h 
as he hath been Heuer | 
called, - That the two Sit, = - 
| leſſons, which every - man *_—_— 
hath to learn inthe whgle Jerks, nr 
time of his life, are, howto live, arid how toWnlibes 
ez how tolive yertuouſly, and how to. UE, 
dy. /Theſe two weighty queſtions ats 
ly and fully anſwered in this Text. , 
Gclareth/and deljverech ſuch directions about © 
fe, as could neyer be learned in the ſchgal., ©. YN 
ataire, ' improved tothe utmoſt 3 It pres, ' 
. reth and.provideth ſuch a cordial 547" ER 
at * ascould x" be gy Kr of all.” 4 
creatures diſtill together 1NQEEG. WR 
i : aacy 0 Te Coin SEUBL- +>; 2 
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- onappeareth Wove all Religions in the world, Þ 
None enjoyneth ſuca pious precepts, none Þ 
ſabjoyneth ſuch precious promiſes, none ſets 
the foul2bout ſo noble a work, none ſarisfierth Y 
itwith ſuch an ample reward, 
 Theſcope of the Apoſtle in this Epiſtle , ; 
is firſt to copfirgy the Philippians in the faith 
of Chriſt, Wy. the Carta of the Crofle z 


And ſecondly to exhort them to. {ſuch godln 

neſſe - as mig ht be anſwerable to the Gor 
' ſpel. g 
= In this firſt Chapter, Paul encourageth'Þ 
.them greatly to be conſtant in Chriſtiani- Þ 


ws > I, 


I, Prom the nature of God, who never Þ# 
*dorh his works by halves, but esformeth Þ 
5 that he prownſerh, and perfecter ah what he PÞ 
"pint, ver. 6 | 
"2. From his own prayer, which was for 
_ increaſe, and perſeverance in grace, F 
_ and that inoffenſively to Gods glory, ver ih | 
© 9:30; | 
"3, Fromthe ba appy fruits of his ſufferi {o: 
for the faith. e Rod  wherewith* he was 
mie like Pfr Rod bloſſomed; Sol L 
The Goſpel was the more pro ted, y 
- I2- ' The more the net 


1, the more the ſee x 


. 


| Cohepente of t he words. 
I attered-; and the deeper the grountd'1 was 
Fplonghed, | it took the better root, arid 
*broughr forth the greater fruit. Secondly, 
"The Miniſters of the Goſpel were the more 
'emboldned, wer. 14, True zeal like the 
fire, burns hotteſt in the coldeſt i ſeaſon: and 
fincerity like the ſtars, though ir®*may be hid 
Fin a warme day, yet it will be ſure to ſhew 4 
Wifi a froſtynight, Thirdly, Pant him- _ + 
elf ſhould be much advantaged, verſe. 19, bifxr ſal 
Wwhichlarter he amplifieth by acquiintinig rarid. 
Fivenr with the reaſon of that hope z name ha 
me aſhſtance of the Spiric of Chrilt, verſe 19, 
$aad the afluranice God had wrought in bit; 
Fo1a his experience of what G od had Rs 
[fr him,- char. his Saviour ſhould be hongu- 
ted, and his ſalvation furthered; both by Þ 
Jie and'death; wer, 20,21, Ck 
+ The Text "confi dered relatively, conita 5 
Ihe -groutd why the Philippians ſhoutd' = | 
etroubled ſo mach at Pauls trials. For to ie. 
We cri, and to dye is gain, 1, C,,., [It 
7 g4iner inal conditions, why ſhould” "6 BEL 
diſcoaraged by ' try aMitions: If ſuffers / E tf £ 
Js Paſtor;- why ſhould they” +. 
eart people? The children may 


| enjoy a ooo in their ſpirits, when 1 


irua kr wes gay, 2 Giter inthe Ire ny | I De 
FE Fa RES op i 


” 3 ELTIS 


SD 


| 


Forme,. ICED» 


—_— OE EE a — — - ———  ——__—_ — —— —__ 


The words opened, 


Take the words abſolutely., and they in- | 
clude firſt, the character ofa Chriſtian while þ 
heliveth, Tome to live s Chriſt 4 andifecond- 
ly, the-comfortof a Chriſtian when hedyeth, F 
and to die is gain. ,,Qr you may take notice 
of the piety of 4 Saint in life ; To we to live i 
Chriſt ; and 1s profit by death, ts dye is | 
gain, 
...-. _Forthe meaning of the words, 
F Tome, To me who am the mark at which 
 *Bpd. hell and the world ſhoot their arrowes of per- | 
+». fecution; Tome whoſelite hath been a ring |. 
=; of miſeries ever {ince my converſion; To me} 
who am ſer to undergo both mens and devils F 
oppolition : yet ro me there are (piritual and 
inward conſolations, For to me to live | 
Chriſt, 
2 Tome tolive s Chrih, To me who amm}J” 
az Chriſt, 10me ts live is DT if. I live not on- Þ 
Seic®- ly the life of nature, bur I live alſo the life of 
grace; Thavenot 'only a being from Chilt : 
chriftmef, a5 2 man, but likewiſe a well-being in Chriſt 
4c. _ 4 54. Chriſtian; as I did receive-my life from! 
; Se. *" Chriſt, ſo1do 1 improve my life tor Chriſty 
, BESS: bi honour is my utmoſt deſire , and my £ Ire: a 
| =” teſt endeavour, 31:22 1:5 
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Ee promevesn ut” mea viriti. roma criſs 


FF _." The mrds opened, wo 
Ft And todies gain, i.e, I having had no = 
'Þ other obje&t, no employment but Chriſtand rad 4 
I his ſervicein my life, ſhall certainly have an Diodae 
'F eternal advancement at.my death, Or Chriſt oe 4 
| is my life here by grace, and hereafter by glo- | Ja? 
| , . Heis both the Anthour and the end of Cbriſtwi 
| my life; Tlive for him,” I live to bim, T live ep 
in him, I live by him, and if I be put todeath, ſubjefum 
- that ſhall no way cndamage me, but rather ſe Jeber 
| bring me great advantage, in regard that ;;4u wu 
| thereby Iſhall gain heaven tor earth , an hap- cbriftas: 
py eternal life for this miſerable mortal life, ER 
| So ourlarger Annotations ſ{enſeit, 4. Some inlee” + 
indeed read the words, Chriſt is my gain MibFeas 
«| ; 5p & 4-. et Chri 
| both in life and death, and therefore” the gz un 
'Apoſtle was little troubled at , but-rather in- & inm 
different to all concitions, There is a cer- gon 
4 cain truth in this Expolition, though 6, Piſca- b Shes 
"for will by no means grant it to be the.mind of exzans 
þ the Spirit in this place, BJ Fs 
©. In the words you may (ee the ſign-of a campiate 
Saint; to him to live is Chriſt, and his fa. £6,108 
Jace; to him to ate is eain; his holy deſcripti- puts F 
on in the former, his happy: condition' in the julie 
attrer,. | 1.0 ; #6 
The Text being thus explained , -af+ riscorifth 
arderh this truth taking both 'parts of it to- ag; 
fy ©n9 p cat, ju 1 C; 
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Chriſt the principle of life. 

That ſuch as have Chriſt for theis life, ſhall 
wel gain by their death, I 

Hethatliveth in Chriſt on earth, ſhall live þ 
with Chriſt in heaven, 

Where the ſoul hath the ſeed of holi- 
neſſe, jt ſhall reap an harveſt of happt- 
nefle, 

The Apoſtle when he ſummeth up the e- 
ſtate of a believer, counterh death as a part af 
hisriches. Whether-Pazl, or Apollo, or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, all-are 
yeurs, 1 Cor..}, 22 andye are Chriſts , 'be that 
canſay Iam Chriſts, may as way ay, Death 
*--.. mine;  Ifthou canſt (ay, Iam Chriſts ſer- 
+ -  yant, Tam Chriſts Subject, thou mayeſt ſay; 

Death will be my preferment,death will be my 
advancement. 

_*, For the Explicction of this:dodtrine, I thall 
ſhew firſt, what js meant by that phraſe, fo 
"we to livers Chriſt ,, and ſecondly, wherein 
It will appear that death to ſuch a man & | 
ain. - 
tour. . .--/: For the former, To me to live 15 Chriſt, may | 
ng pis imply theſe four things, © * 

! «x main © 7, Chriſt is the principle of my life, au| 
0 living creatures have an inward princi oy 
* nk which they live, and according to: wich | 
# AR, - Plants baye a principle of vege = 
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Chriſt the priviiple of Tife. 


— — 


M—— 
i  —_— 


beaſts have a principle of ſenſe, men have a ,, 
Fftinciple of reaſon , and their lives arediffe- ſpiritne- | 
"Ffefic, anſwerable to their different principles, lem (0 | 
But a Chriſtian hath anhigher principle (that cervm ej 
is, Chriſt dwelling in his heart by faith , «dned 
Epheſ. 3. 17.) and thence it is that he lives bogjave | 
an higher like, As the body liveth by 1ts u- 4am rivu- 
nion with the; ſoul, ſo the Chriſtian Tiverh pace, 
by his unjon with Teſus Criſt ; Chriſt is the em ## + 
fountaine and ſpring of his life, the ſoul of his'Cbrifto les 
foul, and che life of his life. 7 ve ſaith the yo” n 
Apoſtle, Gal, 2, 20. yet not 7, but Chriſt li- Col.z.z.” 
weth in me, ard the life which 1 now liveinthe © 


fleſh, 71 live by the faith of the Sonne of 
[God 


|. As thebranches, they live, bur it is y the 
root, they derive {ap from it, and fo live. 
Þby it: So thebeliever, he liveth ſpirityal- - 1 
ly, bur iris by Chriſt, he deriverh the ſap of F. 

race from this true Vine , and fo liveth by 3 
NIN, "0M 
" The water in the Rivers doth not more de- | 
pend upon the Ocean, nor the light in the air - 
bpon the Sun, than the life of a' Chriſtian de- * ©® 
-Wendechron Jeſus Chriſt, - And therefore the W 
Holy Ghoſt telleth us, He that hath the Son 16.457 
$9-ts Life; and he that hath not the Son, hath nat 00 
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" Chriſt the Principle of life, © © 


Chriſt calleth effecually, 
-finner come forth of thy carnal unregenerate {- 


 * TI haye ſometime read, that the Liones | 


bringeth forth her whelps dead, till after ſome 
rime thelion roareth aloud, and then they liye. |. 
This js certain, every man and woman is barn | 
dead ; dead to God, dead infins and treſpa(- 


ſes, till this lion ot rhe tribe of Jedh utter- | 


eth his voice; then they ariſe from the dead, F 
and Chriſt giveth them life. When the ſoul 


(ike the bady of Lazarus ) hath been dead 


ſolong that it ſtinketh and is unſavory, when Þ 
it hath been many dayes, nay many years rot- | 
ting in the grave of 6g I then if Jeſus 

4z4rus,come forth, 


eſtate : then, and not till then the ſoul hear- 
eth the voice of the Son of God, and liveth, Þ 
Grace is of a divine birth: Joh,3.3 it «the | 


Wbn3-2- [cedof God,, 1 Joh.3.9. an unction from the holy | 


4 cept a One; 1 70h.2, 27, called dew, which is ofa þ, 


#\ % 
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ceeleſtial extraRtion;- Pſal.110. 3, and light: 


m : , . . . 
x Joh, T.7. the fountain of water 1s in the 


earth, but the fountain of light is in the Hea- 
ens, ROE: 


A bo aa .- The web of godlineſfe was neyer ſpun out | . 


er, fed of Mans own bowels: As none can ſee the Sun ; 
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penaſcimu | ' X . ; _—_— 
phriian but;by its own light : ſonone can with an eye 


of faith ſee the Sun of righteoufneſſe, but by: 
the/izht of grace bing from him, © * _ 
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-.*FFe are his mekmenſyy, ſaith-the Apoſtle,* 
* created in Jeſus Chriſt, unto good works : + 
His workmanſhip, not only inour natural capa- | 
” city, as men, as creatures; and in our civil ca-j 
pacity, as richor poor, high or low ;, but alfo. 
© In qur ſpiritual capacity, as Chriſtians, as new] 
creatures, 
© Secondly, To me to live is Chriſt ; i.e,- 
: Chriſt is the pattern of my life; my life is nor | 
© onely from him, bur according ro him; Chriſt 
*1s the rule according to which I walk ;- the 
-copy after which I write:,.As fin and difobe- 

| dienceisa reſemblance of the firſt; fo grace 
and holineſle is a reſemblance of the ſecond 
” Truechriſtiznity conſiſteth in nothing but 4 
, our conformity to , and imitation of Jeſus 59k 
- Chriſt : And indeed, as the child in generasi- * 
on receiveth from the parent member for jripjew- , 
- member, part for part, and the paper from {pas 
© the preſs, word for word, letter for letcter, Des. 
and the wax from the ſeal, figure for figure: Sol" 
| So in regeneration Chriſt is formed in the ſon} ** * 
+ and it receiveth (according to its proportion) — 
prace for grace, 
-. Onecndof Chriſts.incarnation and life in 
the fleſh, was to-fet an exact pattern for. our 
5 inthe ſpirit -Heleftus an example, that 
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*- Chriſt the pattern of the Chriſtians life, + 
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OW — Ons avenge” 
a7 Rio his Mops, x P#, 2,27; Ak 
detions of Chriſt ave inftructions to 4 chrifttan 
His a&1ons wete 'eicher” ryoral.'or Lowry: 
In both the Chriſtian cates him: all the 
former, doing as he did, exetcifing the Fine | ih 
graces, performing the (ame duries, 'refiſtitig 
the ſame temptations , forbearing the ſame 
corruptions : Ta the Jarrer by ſtmiſitude, dy- 
Ing to fin, as hedied for fin ; rifing to a ſpiri- 
eqal life, as he roſe again to a natural life, None 
indeed can parallel the life of C-briſt, bot eye- 
ry new creature imitateth Chriſt in his lifes be 
Wip.: watketh as Chriſt walked, 1 Joh,2.6. The ſame 
. mind is in all the Saints(ſo far as they are. re- 
| mp rg that was in Chriſt, the {ame yill, 
fame affettions;they love what he loverh; 
they-loath what he loatherh ; what pleaſech: 
hin, pleaſeth then ; what orieveth ble ſpirit, 
Hobo their ſpirits As the wicked are like 
their father the Devil ; pres as he is unho- 
ly; fo the children of Chriſt are like rheir e- 
verlaſting Farher; holy as he is holy; onely 
. with this. diftetence, in Chriſt there is a ful- If 
neſſe, in then a meaſure z in Chtift purenels, þ 
in them a mixture, 
dedly, Towe n bu 16 ut j chriſt, i.4; Cheri! 
 isrhe (Thee rh. "a 
Þ gots yl hare Chl tor *comleres | 
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Jeis the comfort.of my life, nd chefife of al 
I my comforts. [Allmy joyes come in at this 
4 zor,/allmy contentments come ſwimming in 
this ſtream, | 
8 pu obſerveth that che conſolation” of 
"xſeact is the Periphrafis of Feſus Chriſt, Zu, 
+2, 25. Becauſe all the conſolation of a triie 
Iſraelice (-asFacobs in Bepjamin ) is bound u 
in Chriſt ; if he be gone, "the ſoul *00et 
down to the grave with ſorrow, As alfehe 
-candles in a Country cannot make a day; no 
it muſt be the rifing of the Sun-chat muſt do 
it: So all the health, wealth, honours", 
pleaſures, relations, poſſeſſions, nay the 
greateſt confluence of comforts, that the 
Shole Cfeacion affordeth, / cannot make-a 
Gay of light and gladneſſe j in che heart of a be- 
:hever; no, it muſt be the riſing of this 'Suh 
' of Righreouſheſle, The light of bis coomite- 
Fnance cauſeth more joy than all the cont and 
wane; and oy1 of this world can, - He faith 'a5 
ther, Chriſt liveth, or othetwiſe T would | 
” xt defire to live one moment. - -Oy* bs that 
ENoble Marquefle of ico, 'Their- mon 
ft with thew, that think- all the wealth th in 
Eworlc kd veorth one Hours'Communion with 


(x Hiz'com fore ebbech nd Goweth 5 ILY 
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" 28% The Chamches defire after Ebriſt, 

manifeſtech himſelfto-him, or with-drawet| 

' himſelffrom him; like: the Mary-gold, he of 
;-peneth.and ſhutteth with. the rifing and ſa; 
ting of this Sun, When the Bridegroomiſh 
taken away, the children of the Bride- Cham 
ber mourn ; thevoice of the true Dove is ſj, 
,ver dolefyl in the abſence of her Matez many 
a long look hath this gracious ſoul after it 
abſeated Saviour, many a time doth it ſighÞy 
out ( for lovers hours are full of eternity;)|q 
W hy is his Chariot ſo long a coming © why 
FF any the wheels of his Chariot * Make hafe 
> wy beloved, and be thon like the Hart and Ret 
: wpon the Mountain of ſpices; It like Zacheus,\ | 
imbs up into the Sycamore-tree of the Or-J1 
dinances, that it may have a fight of its: be-Þ 
loved; for -it heareth that he uſeth to paſle 
that way; and when it ſpieth him afar off (for 
love is quick-ſighted ) coming towards it, 
hearken how the ſoul calleth aloud to faith; Þ 
to lift up the gates, to lift open the everlaſt- 
R ing doors, that the King of glory may enter] 
SM 2, 123 Detirelike Joſeph makes ready its Cha- Þ 
err Glo- riot to go forth to meet this God of -Jacob;. 
ver, 0 and when he draweth nigh, it cometh down 
wm #,. baſtily,andreceiveth him gzoyfully, | it-cryerh 
ben.chird, out'( with the * Martyr) in a flatne of love, 1 
et, Hens come, He is come; | Now like Mary it 
Ugh. =>: C101 


4. 
, . EX 
. 
d 2 & wo © >. >= oo 
_ w_- \ s . tf 4 
&. 4 4 3s a © 
= © = 
> *. = ww, * - 


"The Chnrches deſire afics Chriſt. 
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Hoſcth with him, cleaveth ro-him ,-clingeth 
Find elaſpeth about him, and thinketh jt can 
tevet have enough of him, or be near'enough 
to him, Who can expreſle the wel-come 
Myhich this pious Soul, giveth: him * what 
FF warme affeRion it hath to him ; what com- 

wplacency and delight it hath in him ; whar 
enlarged egreſle of ſpirit it hath after him ; if 
bÞthe wiſe men were ſo glad when they ſaw the 
JF Rar that led'to him; how glad is this ſoul in 


| feing this Sun 2 if the babe in 'the wombe of 


I*El;zabeth ſprang for joy, when the Mother 


of the Lord came to her; how doth the hear” 


1 of chis Chriſtian ſpring with joy when the 
T'Lord of that Mother comes to it * and our of 
Tithe abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
ecth, Deareſt Jeſus why cameſt thou no ſoo- 


ner: why tarrieſt thou no longer? - SweeteſtSa-  - | 


viour,why ſhould this meeting ever ever part? 


[Be thou 1; ke 4 bundle of myrrh lodeing all night 


betwixt my breafts; yet be not bke a wayfaring 


man to-tatry with me but for a night, but do- 


thou abide in me, and dwell with mefor e- 


t :. : Good Lord, how good is it to be here? - 


) how bleſſed are they that dwell in - thy 


baſe ! they ever (and not without ey ev Vo 
Feauſe ): praiſe thee, Lord;gratt me this hap- © 
ineffe, what ever thou demieſt me, My * 


Cx » = 


:\ p27e; ohh 
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14h  TheGbriftiane comfort. 


+a FIN | — — 
hi LINE Of 'thine everlaſting home, ANIRGh 
at.an holy emalacion hach tins Saint at belflu 


ſpirits. aboye,, that they ſhould have ſo much 
and he'fo little; that they ſhould/ drink: full lit 

draughts ourof the Rivers of. pleafures; and} 

he.can only taſte, God to be gracions... Al} 

whatan heavenly'vexation hath heat. the n+ | 

ceflities of his 'body and: family-here below; b 

that they muſt call him/away, and. hinder his Þ* 
- Communion with'his beloved! - -O- howywik 1p 
lingly would this- ſoul be ſeparated; from ity | 
deareſt Wife, that it might- more nearly. be I 
conjoyned to its dearer| Husband,, Sutely[n 
ſuch a ſoul would: with-: chearfulneſfe dies in 
theſe. embraces-.of Chriſt, breathing out. wielt 
& Avzſtin, 'Lord , ſince. noman can ſee thee | 
ICs. " live, Oletmedie, that] may {te 
i thee, | [ 11:21 
te vide- + This indeed is the fore-taſte of the Saints: | 
future happineſſe, their-morning. of" gloryy Þ 
the. Suburbs of the new: Jeru{alems\, the firlt\ | 
frmucsof their great and eternal harveſt, the: 
the non Jy; hat ſtrangers intermeddle not with, Prov: 
lent ez- 144.0, | Itmay better be conceived-and felt; 
rimen, FED Geicribed or-gxpreſt; and thetefore-is" 
Fu molt ily by the Apoſtle called jey nnſheakable 
p loriows, 1 Pet, 1,8, Thus Clin is the +, 
camtort of a Cluiſtian. |. {1151147 
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_— Chriſt the Cl Chriſtians ond. #4 
Fourtbly, To me to live is Chri ,. that is, 
Kft is the end of my lite; 'Chrilt is both 3 
dfuthoor and the end of my life; as my life 
Whom Chriſt,” ſo my lite ' 1s for Shift) the 
ſieat care of the A oftle, was to0. magnifie 
FEhriſt both by his tb and death, Phil, 1. 2.0, , 
&All rhe gain Taim-at,both in life and death, a 
Chriſt, nam<cly to oforific him by my ſer- 
nice. 
4 # Accord! ing tothe principles of aman, {ſuch cp fe" 
te his ends ; He thar aeth from ſelf, aerh 1" he 
I (elf: That obedience which ariſcthfrom | 
"Ithe creature, will be terminated. in- the crear 
ſure. "Solomon faith, mh 1.7. All the. 


Fe, muſt ON tend to Ctuilk, "A 
Flocere Sajac doth not like the, hypocrite,; - 
4* bok aſquint at ſelf-applauſe, ſelf-profir, and, ...” 
h beggarly ends, but his e Je look ſtraight, 
mar the glory of Jeſus Chriſt, It C litiſtbe” 
{gbrified, ek he bedifgraced, he is ari(-, 
Jed; when Chriſt hach honoured the ſon OP; 
ing it Erace, the ſoul honoureth Chriſt-by - *.. - , 5 
| Pf he ry, Grace isthie poten cnxr tg 
Yr} erefore no wonder if irbe forthe, + 


{edi ir of the. Workin, - | Trees, beae in. 
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Chriſts honour deareſf to 4 Chriſtian, - 
far the owner, Cant. 4.16, Of him and through | 
him are all things, therefore to hims be glory far 6; 
ver and ever, Rom.11,36. 7 © 

Ic is confeſt the fleſh will propound other Þ 

ends, but the Spirit carrieth the vote, As 
ſome write of the heavenly Orbes, that they þ 
havea proper motion of their own, different'F 
from themotion of the Primum Mobile, yetin 
obedience to this firſt mover, they follow its 
motion; thus it is with the unregenerate part 
- ofa-man, it hath proper ends of its own, pride; Þ 
and fleſh-pleafing, and the like, contrary ro, 
the ends of the ſpirit, but in obedience to the, F, 
regenerate part, the Chriſtian leaveth the for-; 
mer ends, and follows the ends of the latter, | 


uf - The honour of Chriſt is exceeding dear to, 


by 


ibi, þ -a true Chriſtian: It is dearer then his name, 
Pew me Lord, ſaicha Father, uſe me forthy ſhield to 
o diene. KEEP off thoſe wounds of diſhonour which 
ar. Bem. would fall on thy majeſty, Let the reproaches Þ 
wherewith they would reproach thee, fall up- F 
on me: And. Luther is called a Devil, faith | 
wares £##%er, in an Epiſtle to Spalatinus ;, but be-it.y 
lather, {o, {0 long as Chriſt is magnified, I am well a+ 
Ws id, nay the honour. of Chriſt is dearerthan. 
iftzs. life to a believer- Pal, as one faith of him, 
men. ſtood a = 65'9 to ſee which way he might; 
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4 The -Chatagreg” 17 _ 
| Nether —_— life deat unto me, fol 
finiſh the Miniſtry-T have received of 
the'Lord Jeſus, C4#,20 and 24, 
| Icome now to the ſecond thing promi- 
Hd, and that is, ro manifeſt 'wherein the 
hriſtian that hath Chriſt for the principle; 
tern, comfort, -and end bf his life, ſhall 
| If Wenn. con death, And trul - Reader: 
| | (peaking of this gain I ſhall ac nowledge 
Fay (elf ac a loſſe; though my tongne were 
$ the pen of arcady writer,-it could nevet 
= it, andif-my pen were as' the 
pue of a ready ſpeaker, it could neve? 
Geſcribe it. The land of Canaan, fnotwith! 
: [iy the helps we have, js-ſtill for* 
4 wh terra incognita, ah unknown 
ſights there, are light itiaceeſ- We 
We, tro. mortal eyes, 1 Tim: 6, 16; arid A pprte 
8 ſounds there, are words not audible, aware, * 
mortal cares; 2 Cor, 12,4, wofds. which (egue, 8 
Fway.not or cannot be uttered, or both; !plicari 2 
Ol e being asked, what God! was At" quopion 
Tiered, that he muſt be God hicaſelf, before aonF, 
Pecc uld know Gad fully. Tam fureit'is re Beans 200 
Js liſite, that thar Chriſtian ſhould b& ity heas * raſm. 5 
; Hel who would: know heaven fully; OR 
Ale inotherthings. is'too free and' 
A this i$-ro0. iparing and pets! 
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| ders er. after thou haſt/fieabd it ſeri forty 
bo olieſt heavenlic{Ftnan alive, chong'v6f/ # 
the greateſt capacity andorarory; yet if e- ; 
ver thou, getteſt x (wal thou wilt” z 
cauſe to ſpeak, 2s the Even of Sheba did 
another caſe, 1 Kings 10,6,7; It was wires 
report thar'T heard in mine-own lafid gf hy , 
glory and thine excellency, Howbeit 1/bd 
Heved. not .the words; :until TI came; ati 
' mine eyes had ſeen it; and behold the half 
was nat told me : the delight and happ inf | 
exceedeth the fame whict-I- heard,” Thee 
itis indeed that. God doth more for the be | 
lieyer/they he is able ro:sk or thinks 
the loſſes of the damned woribDe: be ond! he | 


ee wee 


s« & + 4 


ſtians oy” 

» much 200d, the ear of « man mcy ea 
.” more, the' heart. of  mawy may coneeh 
moſt of all; bur yer neither hah eye'(e 
*nor ear heard, nor can it enrerints the- het 
0k man 0 conceive what Cod Harh ptep 


for them that: love! bie.,! 1-Cbr: 2 

which have written-moſt of ohls'\i 
"= haye addetart the end of thi Al 
$.( 45 = Tuner Treatiſes one -Hlvi 
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ts Mare iS feed '6b tre js wat MIS. 


| I hall 0 peak, to this {ab + VUT lic, faich 
E Phy Be OY Joly Land b ae: | 


Wt the 1 Maj 4 y little Yooth, yet - O—_ £ 
Me tan, edi 1 Ti place, Het How with; 
Ihe laſt uſe , "Gs the (pies the cluſtdts/of Panto” 3 

rapes) maeſt gather th \e land is Pb0d, the Ocean > 
owet "Wit alk axd bo/ and the þ [ome i ——_—_ 
Wh, frail FA et. N #14b1 the, 25 to Z 

| as & chi jans gain th, will pear vens oy: 

$th theſe ct Nb) Srticulars, He thall 6410 free- Pindl 

ome from bo evil, thefiuition 6 all good; 


malorum. 


\ as not thi $ man a Fon of 0 p24 AdemPtio - : 
IE Firſt he ally ath be freed rot, 211 ons" 
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"ly the. immediace, and full' pfeſence of 
ti eſt good WW thick” the be ever” 1 
kjoy i/ke + death, will cal z0le rhe” abſence; of 
W evil: The. ire, 'of Nig i ei Will 
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The pyal of Reaper. wal oi I. 
Reader, afrer.thou baſtleatd it ſer'forth/WI 
the holieſt heavenlic{Finao alive, | thong'y ot} 
the greateſt 'eapacity and:orarory; yet uf e-(F 
yer thou, getteſt thither , chon wilt -findeP® 
cauſe to ſpeak, 25 the {Evcondf Shebi didn? 
anothep caſe; 1 Kings 1036,7; It was wth” 
report thar'T heard in mine-own lafid of thy ſh 
glory and thine exccllency, Howheir 1/b&I* 
Heved. not the words, until T- came; ati 
' mine eyes had ſeen it; and behold the hdlf 
was nat told me : the; delighrand happineſs 
exceedeth the tame whict-1- heard,” There 
it is indeed that God doth more for the b& | 
lieyer they he is able ro:4sk or thinks -'A 
lofle.of the damned ain + I. 
moſt melancholy mansfear 226 xht gain Wi 
the faved will be above-tlie! ſtrongeſt: chi 
We ſtians faith, The eye of 2 man may- ſee 
"=.  45:much good, the-ear of a man” may” hew 
| ©  ,” more, the! heatt- of 2 maw' may coneeve 
* +». Moſt of all; bur yer neither hith. eye'(een; 
F884 © "Nor ear heard, nor can it tnrerincs the-haaF 
> -: ,.»-Of manro conceive what Cod hath prep 
BY.” gar fre Wo them that: love! bin, ! 1-Gbn2 32) 
- 1 4 They which have written: moſt of his" (as: 
6, might baye addecar the ard of-thii 
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q in, Mate; : delle ns. _ 
"Mn? I hall bop to'this ut be, Gich 


ol the oly 'Land' be TY rhive, "© ker 


ah it.is in a \ Max F a ! feds Yooth, yer y a E 
We ag Bly Th this lack ale et 
(the taft uſe , (as the ſpjesb the cluſtes/of *pan,to : 
| 2 rapes) wateſt Zathex the 14nd is £660, the Ocean 4 
$t-flowet "Wit alk and L/ and this is [ohne ina nur- , 
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9 & ch ns gain Cath will appear vens hap- 
nthe ſe.two Sparta, He ſhall g4j free- pineſſc. 


ie from evi thefiuition 6 all go0Y; 


[7 i5 Not this man a Lan 6 | Ademptio- © 
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The projſeaf Heavep, 5 4 
—mdlanded: at che g38 Canaun, he ſhall then 4, 
"ſee All his bodily an Tlpiticaal emies d Wn 
.,on the ſhore, Io 'the middle Region there 
"are ſtorms and tempeſts, and ſo here beloy 
but above all is calm and «wet : Whilet the 
chriſtian isupon ezrth, evils -like Jobs ne 
ſengers follow him, one upon the heels of C 
another ;. but when he leaveth the ch] 
every evil willtake it's eternal leaveof th ny, 
_.. Therere are two evils, which are inde 
the onely evils (though the firſt is by mud 
the worſt) the evil of ſin, or defilement; 
andthe evil of ſuffering, or chaſtiſement p 
Nowa believer, by deat ſhall be freed fron 
both theſe. .-.-.- 1: 
 , Firſt, fo the evil of ſin: and in thi: 
- take notice; that death will deliyer t q.- 
E chriſtian both from the commiſſion of it 
"AS and from all ſuggeſtions tending ro it, 
3 Firſt, Death will free the Saint from th 
con \miſſion of fin: In hell rhere'is- nothin 
ut wickednefſe: In heaven, thete is. NC 
ting but holineſs: The unre be many 
never ſo \wicked,as after death; now fin is 
4r5 minority, thenie will be. ng irs  inzruri | 


now ir js the ſinnerseve , but 
Cs nr 


of 
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The priſenf heave. B, - 


F after death ; grace is hnow-in in Its Jafan=> | 
then ir will attain ro'its fallagez; nw; 
LA as the morning light; then” it will ar» 
fait "to its noon-day ffiohrneſſe £- Sirpis 
now'by 4 {piricoal life-mortified, that it: 
doth not raign ;- but then'by "death ir-fhall 
\benullified,' chat ir ſhalf not {6 much as re- 
Main in a believer, 1 2211 
[| The ungodly after death thall be perſedt- 
ly like the ivel' ( the Indiihs ſome write, 
yea conceit that death will transforme 
| them into the ugly ſhapeof the Divel; "and 
erefore in thei Jangnage* they have: the der 
(50 word foea dead man anda Divel)and ot adefor 


Rey after death, ſhall'be! perfealy like med) 
Jenry mar 


Ko 'T hey are' how! itakets of the divine n4- uncomely 
fire,” and fo Þke-him ( yet how- much 'v6- dmg 


ſebiml)'but 5ohen chey ſhall ſe hin itWi5g much 
's 


heaven, then'they ſhall be like him indeed; g onbeauthy | 
oh, 3.2,4, don on cauſeth an aſfimulati- Ipiftuc 


0nn anner'G en, 30, 37, 35. in grace, a8 L 
Files DAE] in glory," -/ your 

Wt The Sch66lmen put chinequeſtion,; How Fes - 

We." An ow" and (Gals of 'meti'in heaven; 1.cap. 6. 
me't© beimpeccable, or-withour finne* , * F/obe- 
tanſs "ablovie: isby 'rhe beatifical vidanas - 

Mn ,"'2 Thr ApoRle ſcemah'ro intimate ren et » 

We C3 a5 ccandunts - _ 
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auch the.£ ot Place, hem Whenk| | 
rd 8 24h, T7 1.. 
pn TX "Are Fong 
"obs heraging of the ; 
i heat dais of fo; the- krone pm 
aver beheld by;:the Lord, and. alwayes | 


be olding the face; of- his Farher jacheaveny | 
ſhall be more like him,-zheq-evex child Þ 
uo facet. 9n;ta5cb +. then; thas ene 
from.of Chriſt will-be. Gs a 
| qe they att fita 93 lev4 beba(d thou, at | 
Jake, thou ar 4H faire: weylowe,' there t4:-mhb 
' fhd4 19; thee, Cum, +, I, © 7+: T hen the 
© end. of Clniſts,pathon ſhall be fully tall 
" ed! when helball'preſenc.ro himſelf a 

"rtous Church without ſpot or wrinc 

- OL; AAy ach: thang, ( Epbe|, $+*127»s) not | 4 
only in, regard 05.1mpated- righteauſn 

es jaſuGcatings but -alſq( in xggard, lf 
Wy rig GPU (neſle g21 Ph oY } 


©! « Hereahg heyrof a Chuiftar 35 like 8 
hacal womb, 1t hath; twins rugglnginl 
1th appearance. of +he Qbarel? 45/35 8 
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| —The pale herees. <a 
ho Aſs and. Raaſha, all Fes be 5 


{© there is betwixt- the rege ; 
'Þ | fits part all-the Kan, tA = 
| | \bgechis graciqus conflict Nall then Se 


glorious cogqueſt,, when che death of n 
Ny ſhall quite deſtroy this bady:of dear 
| » in the heart 'is like the leprofie in-the 
= wauld not. out till che hooſe 
"© was pulled down, .. Zevit. 14. 44, 45. Bng 
* Whe n foul x, rl ſhall bg Gn Rp 
{| a ; ſinandthe oul ſhall be ſcparated 


18 1. 
16 nd as the heart, f theilife | of a Gheb/ 
| hat is like a baok which hath ,many Error 
'$1nit ; and therefore legends cum went 
| & whiceſt os hath her hg feet ; the 
"beſt gold muſt, haye irs grains , of allowans 
paPere is 70. man; # mw lweth WEE earth, 7 
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; 7 Wk” Sating femdom Gibams| bee. 
| ith holds,” nd leave it not ſo much 45 2, be: 


is in the PI, The bodies of met 
havenifually 2 mighty ſhoot at death? bus 


© whit aſhoot will the ſoul of a Saint have, | 
when it ſhall be carried” by' Angels ro the 
- Place, whey? the ' ſpirits of juſt men are mi Fy 
perfect? Heb.1 2. 23. 6 
2 The foul alivein Chriſt ſhall be re 
ed ardeath; from all ſuggeſtions and rem», 
ations to fin Then a Chriſtian ſhall be" t 
yerhs reach of all Satans batreries;then'Þ 
that. promiſe will be performed, That the { 
God "Peace will tread Satan under the Sai | 
feet, Rom. 16.20, Now Ptey is winnow- ; 
ed; Paul's buffeted, Davidis ſtirred by theP 
wicked one to tumber the pep le. If JoÞ 
wa be miniftring unto the , Satan wil 
e at-his right hand ro refiſt him, Lach, 3,1 
Ir's no (hall onhappitiefſe rOA Saint, F 
I har he is here'followed with uynwearied a P 
TNT Taults, that the Prince of darknefle 1s reſt-| ; 


m6 into an helliſh flame; thong h he Is 


ho in caſting in his fire-balls, to pat 7 - 
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tenſions bf i Savin imcomparably y. 
ſyrecions; caſt into him, though he cloſe not 
| jen cannot but wound him to. the 
| eart: As for achaſt Matron that loatherh 

——— of. diſhoneſty, to be continu- 
ſolicited to folly, -is ' a ſore vexatian, 
ie remptations Fr our Lord Jeſns, werea 

 part'of tis himiliation. 

But death wil eaſe the ſoul of this crog- 

y t es As in heaven, there ſhall be no tinder 
[6 i cotrupt: heart ro take, ſo no divel like 
-{fteel and Aint to firike fire. "The cr60k- 

| NT br hal could w 


ſhall never creep into the ce- 


Hal Paradiſe "his circuit js to go to 
4#o in the earth, he:cannor enter the con- 


[ Ee 2500 "He _ chat 1 place of; felicit TD 


ind cannot poſlth Or it again, | 
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[1 Fiics of Heaven ; when he fell from his ſtate 
{1 

'[ _— ek eed are milit e, figh- 


# wich hit c the Saints in: eaven es 
riumphant, "wholly above him; 
Fa C on uerours  Throug h him that Ive 

; Rom, 8:37. *; Thee the: Children of 

ather d to ether, Ts no Satan 
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urs" cis wicked Philiſtine 
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God ang.,qhe Niyel dw: Ngrhes in, oneÞs 
heaven,, 1 bl |: 
Irelend (95 ome Write), \be ſo pureg| 
foyle, that it wil nQL nquriſh ans venemaiy| 
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A__ ſpirits'fox our profit, that 'me mieht 'beipar- 
"+. Fakers of his holineſſe : P 


tzin officewill be dry re& up; and-therefo orel, p 
the Rjeams of ſufferings moſt ' be'dryed uy 
alſo.” The fael beirig|raken away; the I 
fire will go out of it F: Ain and forrow d 
rnd? do live',” and ſhall dry 3 
they! 2 

Asfin is the originad aiſle of all, ſo/it's 
the final cauſe" of moſt 'aMiQions, Some 
ritnes.they are for probation (as weiſhoot at 
good armour; that: we dy prove it-, | and 
that we may praiſe it) but moſt commonly 
they are for purgariof, 'to-amend ſomething 
{hat is'amiſs* the fachers of the fleſh: chas 
ſize ſor their pleafure'; but the farhier'of 
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.: fruitsof tighteouſneſſe 'blbfſome from the 
correQing 'rod :' bitter ' Alloes purges. the 
wortns, winds and thunder ctear' the” ait; 
froſts . :nd ſhowers whiten' cloaths” x the |. 
hasbangdmutuſerh che! fail to ſeparate'the : 
chaff; :andithe refiner the ' fire tro conſume | * 
the droſſe; bur when the wheat: hall 'be | * 
clean, ichere/will be: no-need of the Mail, |. 
whenchs ure, n&afoof the firesnow } 
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1 ſhary wedges: now men have, ſt cor- 
[p10ns, and therefore, need frog ar: 

[ Aions , now the rod is _as neceſſary as our 
daily bread : chaſtiſements are. to+teach 
"men in Gods law, ?[al.94.12. to ſearch and 

teal their Hong ſores ; but now [at death 
t e Scholar in Chriſts {chool will have per- 
tealy learned his leſſon, and therefore there 
will be noneed of arod; then the wounds 
[5 the ſoul will be; perfealy cured, 2nd 
theſe plaiſters will Fa off of themlelycs : 
Death will make him whole, thac, he can 
finno mvre ; and ſo. no worle, or 1{o bad 
thing ſhall come to him. 

There are three evils of aMiction whigh 
1 ſhall mention : 

The firſt on the Name. 

The ſecond on the:Body, 

The third on the Soul. = 

From all which a believer ſhall, be. freed 

by death. 

Firlt, Death will free the Saint. from 
|. .nowiny on his name : Here if the wor 4 
make the chriſtian wound his couſci- 
| ence, they will be ſure to wound. his credits 
Eli) hunted the Foabler: 2 | ha, Ne=- _ 
Yah a rebel again be gs id the 
Jorg of the diunkis al; the Ties " he 
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they cannor' (mite him with theit 
(their arms ire _nor long enough'al% 19k k 
they will'nbt fail to (mire him Wirk t el . 
tongues : What a preciſe foo], ſay they, 
ſuch a fellow! he Berks not rake up We cuſs 
as we do; but could we fee his heates Tt 
as bad as. the, wort * of buts; he 4 aſa b 
bad or Worſe, when tto body For wh 
will not ſwear, but he.will Nie: re: WA, ;ﬆ 
you : He ſpendeth $time ih nothing bur Þ 
going to Sermons atid tneerings; and, is as Fd 
_ arranta difſembler as liveth. Sack) og ond 1 
of the fartie' Society was guilty bf ſuch q Ff 
{in, and they are all alike: os po 
0 oh cir. F 
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hot throw that difr fo high, with which. be 
k patters the Saints reputition hare - be- 


| Gerondly, Asdeath Will fiee the chriffi: 
in frotn igriothin\ is his name; fo likewiſe 
vin infirerſities in his body : Diſeaſes caple 
Kath, but death will ane "At diſeaſes: In 


$ life Job Had" His botches, Nezebrob his 
David hiswornds and ſores, the poor: | 
$a her ue bf blood:; one man Wa- 
ry away with 4 cohfutuptioh, like a can; 
BN all the mdtter is ſpent: Another la- 
b Gareth under 4 Conn ach. that like che + -: 
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or Eihencffa, | Ia; n 
Ender is low, through. weakneſle, : 1n.a 
rd, thoſe that look. out of. the windows 
are darkned through blindnefſſe, In 2 fourth } 
the daughters of Muſick are brought down: 
with deafneſſe: O what an army, not only 
of moral, but-nituraladverſaries, hath eye- 
53 ry man in his ownbowels, conftantly ſet. in 
. aray againſt him, marching up, ſometimes: 
F _— one, ſometitne another, as the Lord of hoſts 
ooo dif. giveth the word 'of command, + So that 
 ealesan- indeed mans body is a ſpittle or an hoſpital 
063,» for diſeaſes,” Bur death will help all thisy, 
®. whereof 35.the blitrd man told che lame, when they 
zcoaffe®t tyer at the ſtake; Brother, you may caſt ar 
_ way, yolit” ſtaffe death will cure us boths 
the Phylician of! ſouls will by death heal all 
the diſcafes of the Saints bodies; there are. 
ſome diſeaſes which are called opprobris me+! 
4c), becauſe they  cannotgecure them! but; 
"ve ate. opprobris Chriſt, he healeth, all} 
"mom he undertaketh, "If the highe ;A0, 
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healthier; ſurely then the gheſt heavens 
Fauſt be a pure air, and all health, Revet; 
T 20.4. thereſhall be no more death, nor any - | 
mote pajn, for 1he former things are Ks J 
4 #ay : So that every chriſtian that dieth in : 
\thefai:h, how diſeaſed ſoever he were before, 
4 ſhall chen immediately (as jn the Goſpel 
{be made every whit whole, Jobs 7.23, 
TJ Thitdly, As death will free the believer 
# from diſeaſes in his body, fo alfo from for- 
4 rows in his foul : The chriſtian livech upon I 
Fearth, as ina valley of rears, and often min- & 
| fech his drink with weeping : As heis a 
4 man, he is born to ſorrorws, as the ſparks fly 
4 upward ; he cometh into the world crying, 
Fd goeth out.groming ; and his boſs life bo 
tom che womb to the romb 1s in ſome re- 7% 
Seda living deat, or a dying life, But K 
& be is a chriſtizn, he drinkerth deepeſt of 
Ibis cup of ſorrows ; the world is a tender "BE 
Iorher co her children, but a ſtep-mother MY 
go ſtrangers, Sometimes the afflictions of 
le good cauſe high-water in the $aiats 
1 tea t ; bythe rpoers of Babylon he ſits dawn 
#5 ncepeth, when Be remembreth Zin, Plats 
$7.1. He catniot brie ſympathize with thig””" > 
ſeries of his fellow-members , as: being” 
Hein the +” pans 
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greſfſions of the bad cloath him wigh mours 
ning, like Cref#s ſon, though dumb heforgÞ 
yet hecryeth out wien [1js' tather is wounds 
| ed, As with a (word they pierce his bones, when 
_ Plal.qz.1o they blaſphenwuſly ſay unto him, Where is thi. 
Goa ? rivers of tears ru3 down his eyes, bi 
cauſe the wicked forſake Gods Law, Pſal, 1191 
136, .. Sometimes his own corruptions, like} 
ſo many daggers ſtab him to the heart, rthatÞ# 
heſhould abuſe ſuch an Ocean of unſpeak#{; 
ble-love, by ſo unfuitable a heart, and fo! 
unanſwerable @lite : 7e confeſſeth his ini 
quities, and i [orry for his ſins, Pſal. 38, 18, 
Sometimes divine deſcrtions darken and: 
cloud all his comforts ; When God hides his 
Face, he i troabled, Pſal, 30,7, As there are} 
No joyes like to thoſe joyes wherewith God 7 
Teviveth him in the day of his favour ; { 
-there is no ſorrow like to thoſe ſorrow 


4 
7, 
: 


arriage-day :* Sam 


= on her. wedding -day, 
- the ſoul, which in't 


\ 


- 5 of 
F 
- 
A g 
% = - "m0 — ” 4 
a4 - 
a « of” : 0-4 . 
: ld _— 


—__— 


> ThesS! Saints joy. at t Marriage-day. 


——— 


#1; ſhall at geath be ſolemnly eſpouſed , and 
Timore neerly conjovned unto felus Chriſt, 
all tears [hall be wiped from its eyzs, there hal 
s ; i more ſorrow, Revel,21.4, At that Mar- 
MTage-day, Chriſt will turn all water into * 
wine, all mourning into mirth, all ſighing 
I into o fi ingihg, axd cauſe the bones which he 
bat broken to rejoyce: Now the Saints ſor- 
rows are not perfect ſorrows, ! non dantur 
Woure tencbre, tothe believer) it ſhineth and 
ok at the ſame tyne : he ſorroweth not 
tas th: Op 1 which have no hope; but his joy ar 
& ceath ſhall be pertedt j joy, fulneſi of joy, Pſal, 
£16,ult. an4 permanent joy : when they ſhall 
| ſee Chriſt at Ceath, their hearts ſhall re- 
| joyce, and their joy ſhall no man take from 
Yhem, [ohn 16,22, then the ranſomed of the 
Lord "ſhall return and come to Zion with (ones, 
vend everlaſting jey upon their heads, they ſhall 
Bobrain | joy analgladneſſe, and ſorrow and ll ighing "* 
[pull he 1ſa.35. ult, | 
- "So 7th for che privarive gain of a ki 


It: po by To his freedome from evil. 
> whichis politive, Aderpt'9 
jon of all good which 2 1000 
by death ; 5 and 1n this | 
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36 The Communion of Saints. 

Firſt, a believer by death ſhall gain theÞe 
company of perfe& Chriſtians: Death wil 
exempt him from all commerce with fin-P 
ners, and teach him fully the meaning off 
that article, The communion of Saints: nf 
the field of this world the tares and theÞ 
wheat grow together ; but in that heaven-P 
ly Garner they are parted aſunder, T hereisÞ 
no treacherous Ja{as among the Apoſtles, 
no-coverous Demas. among the Dilciples,Þ7; 
no Amorites to be prickes in the eyes, and] 
thorns in the ſides of the Iſraclite, no beſti-| 
al Sodomite to vex righteous Lot with their] 
unclean converſation, no flattering Doeg ſets}! 
his foot in that heavenly San&tuary, DavidÞ 
doth-not there complain, Wo is me thatI} 
ſojourn in Meſech, that Idwell in the tents} 
of Kedar, My foul hath long dwelt with him} 
that hateth peace, Pſal,120,4,5. nor Iſaiah} 
that he dwelleth among a people of un-F 
clean lips. 1[a,6.5. hor Elijah, that be is left 
alone.Hell holdeth none but ſinners, &hea;? 
ven hath onely Saints; He that dieth in the 
Lord, goeth to the congregation. .of che 
ficſt-born, ro the ſpirits of julf men made 

xfe&, 2eb.12,23. Andqueſtionleſſe the 
weet company will be part of our felicityy 
F xX | Platinus the Philoſopher” could lay, C 
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Fo The Communion of Saints, 
us make haſte 'to our Countrey, there are 
Four parents, there are all our friends; and if | 
l "iſ the Orator could ſay, O what abrave o pravurs 

y will that be, when I ſhall go to the 4iem, cam 


-| 
| quncel and company of happy ſouls, tO My 1;,,rum 
Cato, and other Roman Worthies ! How congitium 
EePmuch better will it be with the Chriſtian ! cerum9u 
FEwhen he wall fit down with Abraham, Tſaac, RO: 
SF and ary in the Kingdom of heaven, when neg. 
he ſhall leave the rout and rabble of wicked 
ones, and be admitted incothe fociety of all 
Uthart died in the faith, and be joytully wel- . 
| comed by the melodious quire of Angels, | 
and he heartily embraced by the Patriarchs, 
ophets, Apoltles,yea all the Saints! Sure- 
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| oy ever thar, Proverb were true, it is here, 
II Tbe more the merrier : The fair ſtreams there 
W never bedrawn dry, though it be divi- 


®Fded into many channels: the muſick there 
ar not the: leſſe harmonious, becauſe many 
FFhear it; nor the light of the Sun of righte» 
uſes the leſſe pleaſant, becauſe many ſee 
Et; and O-what a gain will this be, to en- 
Eo the company of them that are holy? If 

F4arop when be met a on earth was glad 
Ela kis beart, certainly there was greater joy 
Er their mecting in heaven, If David plas, 
ited all his delight ig the Saints here belawy* 
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38 " Communite with ( chriſt. 5 


when they ſhined a little (with the light '0 of |. 
purity) like the Moon, and had their {pots 
inthem; what delight doth he take in} 
them above, now-they have perfect purity, 
and ſhine like the Sun in the firmament of 
their father! Matth, 13. 423._1t it were (6 
Tovely a fight to ſee Solomon in his rags of 
mortality, that the $ucen of Sheba came (6 
far to behold it, what will it be to ſee him ig 
bis robes of plory 
Mr.Thong”, I remember I , OY ſometimes heard an] 
-+ th able holy Miniſter (now with Chriſt) ſay 
of Maid. that, char fight of five hundred Saints, a 0 
fone in Jeſus Chriſt among them, 1 Cor. 15, 6. was| 
F#2.e” One of the braveſt coodlieft ſichts that ever] 
frvancof eyes beheld on earth : Sure Tam they thath 
#, theLord "are in heaven ſee a far better, beholdin s Je. 


| Jo: - tus Chriſt i in the midſt of many chouſznds 
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Secondly, A Chriſtian hall gain byſ 
death the neercſt communion with .t 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and O what happineſl 
is included in this Head | ! The Dy ' 
Chriſt on earth can makeWmean cottage 
moſt delightful court ; to the three! chil 
IS dren it turned the fiery furnace into a d&F, 
I +leRable palace ; what will it. do" Then 
Heaven, Bernard Gith, he had rather] a 
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n his chimny-corner with' Chriſt/; than in —_ 

IN 
xeaven without Chriſt, Luther ſaith, he ons a 
S Thad rather be in hell wich Chriſt, than. i in cxmCbriflo 
1 heaven without Chriſt ; communion with ow op 
1. 1'Chriſt can {weeten the bitteteſt condition. chrifte. 
Chriſt alone is the (alc whicl ſeaſons allthe Bm 
Saints comforts, without which nothing-is 


; ſavoury to che ſpiritua taſte, A duty with- 
1 


"Comminnion owed "Chrift. 
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fl 


out Chriſt, is ike a hody without a ſowl, 
[which hath neicher lovelineſs nor life ing. 
'Communanion with Chriſt is:one great m9- 
tive which inciteth the Saint.to, and encoll- | a4 
ragetli him in the Ordinances of God: He 
*|artenderh on Scriptures. becauſe they: arg 
P:they that teſtifie of Chriſt ;- the pearligf - 
Iprice is hid -in that field; In them-the lips Ca. 9. x, © 
Tof Chriſt, like lillies, drop fveet-(melling 
| myrrhe; andO how his heartburneth wit 
{in him, with love to Chrifty woilſt 'Chrift 
-i5 opening to him the Scriptuies ! He free 
| quenteth prayer,becauſe therein: Chriſt-and 
this ſoul converſe together ; (in'that Quad» 
nance he joyerh. much of Ch wits .quick- 
ning preſe 2 ſpeaketh tro Chriſt'by 
holy; ſupplicions, and Chriſt. to hinggby 
lbexvenly confolati>ns : He n i1deth faſt 
ting, becauſe.therein his foul may with Je-* 
ſus End have'a phil feaſt ;, ON. z: - "Ih 
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FC 
- 1 "fy, They have t#dken away my Lord, and Tknow 


«> Fe}, becauſe rhey are the Galleries wherein 


+" >he:witkerh, ralketh, feedeth, and feaſterh 
"with the Lord of glory. | 


'7'The higheſt duty without Chriſt js as || 
-wdiſh wirhout meat, from which he: goeth 


.>5"empty and unſatisfied as he.came ito. it; 


Tris to him as Tullies Hortenſ, to Auſtine, of } 
-litthe worth, if the Name of Jeſus be not | 


thete. | f 

+ The lovethe Saints with a:love of:com- 
_ iplacency, 'tis-becauſe they are Chriſts feed, 
© af he love theſinner with a love of pity, 'ris 


Kach "Jeſſe or more relation:to'Chriſt : and 
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fotiChriſts fake his affe@ions! are contra- } 
Atedor enlatget' rowards- any" thing, as'1t 
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your cauſe of 'his weeping is with 2a | 
ep ' pot where they have laid him: The means of 
7 -,, raceate'therefore ſo deſirable and delight- 
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rw fill the water-pots of the foul;up Q che 
; {\brim, with the-riches of grace _; gol. 
Dewmorrhat hs of Corinth Aaith, 
"the chief partiaf their lives: nas the 4 «= 
difnot mL alevander ſix on the throne of 
m_-; if that ere ſuch an happy -fight, 
what a fight fhall' the Saints have x0 \fge 
| Chrif on "bis Fathers Throne £07 how 
--muchis included in thoſe few words, Ty de 
ins Chriſt, which is the deſcription 'of the 
| Saints gain by death! Phzlip.1.23, This was 
| | the great Legacy and portion which Chriſt 
' (bequeathed his in{hislaft Willahd Teſta- 
ment, Joky 17.24.c This was the great pro- 
.mife and:/{weet meats: which the tender: .fa- 
| | ther provided xp coanfort-his fainging; chil- 
-den-with at his awn Funeral, hains. 22. 
--This was the gneas prayer which |Faul mar 
keth for his belaved:Timethy, 2:Tips..4 2 
This was the ealivenitig cordial-which the 
|-good- Phyficien dtminiſtred 2o'the dyi 
5g Lake 25.43. TG cheg mg rea- 


1on' for which che 

i Mlif.1.23, NE Ee vs Fr = 
pp ar .L may eojoy 'the pexrenys It: fs 
| my artft; and, Olea will that b howr ,;, - 
| > when ſhall 4 be diffolved © whencepets | 
i;fbe with Chriſte {aid holyMr. |Rabert bh | 
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.. Communion with Chriſp 


gain is 'breat, which the Saint ſhall have by Þ 
death, He that hath Chriſt with him by. Þ 


grace, may ſay with Peter, Maſter, it is good. 


fo be hert x *but he that is wish Chriſt in 


glory , "may ſay with Paut, To be" with þ 
'Chrift is far better , without doubt bet. of 


all. They were bleſſed which ſaw him in his 


eſtate. of debaſement , Luke 10,23, but 
much more bleſſed will they be, that ſhall 
ſee him in his eſtate of advancement, 


Thirdly, the Saint by death ſhall gain Þ' 
the fall and! immediate [fruition of God. | 
The-former were excellent ;; but this.as the Þ 
-Sun among the Planers ſurpaſſerh themall:Þ 
. The other were as Rivers, this is the 'O-' 


-cean 3+ they :were as branches bearing good- 
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 fruic;" bur,this is the root upon which 


they grow :-'they all: as lines meer- in this 


ceater: this is the top-ſtone of the celeſti- 


al __ ; this is the. higheft+ ſtair, the 
þ: ee the Saints ha pineſle. This is 
teſt gift which the creatureccan pol- + 
-{Gbletl: 'or- the infinite God beſtow, /The ÞF- 
"-- boundleſſe God cannot well pf a/greiter 4 
: mercy than. this, £k... re &\- 
0 gs; in. haevea'tagl <= 
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Bolton, on his Death-bed: Surely theu this 
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* The fruition of God, perfect happineſſe. 43 © 
God: God alone is the higheſt obje&t of 

Fkith, 1 Per.1.2.1, and therefore the great- 

Feſt ground of 4 ſatisfaction to the 
ſoul, Pſalms 17.u/t, The Viſion, gf God is 
the beatifical viſion, 1 John 2, 3." Mid there- 
for&hEfruition of God will cauſe perfeRtj- 

-0n"in the ſoul. The enjoyment of God 

'$ the great defire and delight of the Saints 
on earth, Pſalm 42, 1,2, nay'it is the 
*happineſſe” of the humane nature-of the 
Lord Jeſus, Pſalm 16, 5,6, without que- 

- tion then it will be the Heavenof Heaven. * 

"Thar excellent deſcription'vf Heaven men- On 
F tioned by the Apoftle, 1 Thef. 4.ult. is 2 That God® 
| being ever with the Lord: ' This is all; way be all 
| the moſt Anent tongue muſt behere filene, 

and the moſt capactous underſtanding will 
*be 'foon at a ftand, in the confideration of 
*the felicity which floweth from the*fraj- 
4. ah © Re 
+ -The preſence'of this King Will make 
*rhe Court "indeed, © For the Lord to be 
with us is -our (chiefeſt ſecurity ; thowgh'! 
"walk in the valley of the ſhadow of death, I . 

”” will feare no evil, ' for thou'ttt with-me;” Pſal. 

= 23. 4. but forus tq be with'the Lord, will 

be our choiceſtfelicity, *' 7» bis preſence 4s 

. {#ineſſe of joy, at his-right hajid are Peers 


—w LF 


_—” 5 T7 evermore Pal. 16, alt... God is [not 
un. WE or hongpr, or comfort, or 
duus eff arma- OT earth, or heaven, but. =: 
ritudine nitely beyond all cheſe. Gad 1s an 11- 
plens.AuBnenſe Ocean of all excellencies and pe perte 


in Pla.85. 


Riqns, without either banks: or bortome, 


Gad is vurually eminently every 9g, bs | 
Char, 


; As in the Wars between 


the fifth, and Francs. the opt Rar 


Fronce ,.. When hp he Emperours 
| neil. Geo- 6 Sha 0 th = King, from Charles Fay 


#44. perour of AT King 'of intake 
| 221 q CAS Arch-duke 
-F * Auſtrin, wik oe by" Dh Tatles: the 
| »/, » King: conpmanded Fee rf Heralds to return 
| | b= {9m Francis. King.of France, 
LO.repeat France as Ma- 
IEO Sth ptr a Petty Earledomes 
BIT {6 1ntumating t hat one France Aus 
6 th them all; ſo truly, o 2 006'Or God, to 21 


£thall things. , ; He is he 


Fiches and zelarions Joy Ah le = 
\lght.and life, and much.more ;, all he. ex- 


ies (cattered and Hadoned in the | 
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Fappeare, What are Saints, what are Ans, 
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 perfe@ happineſs. 45 
” This is the gain ofa Saint by death, hee 
th: gain the fruition of God, - . He who 
| hath loſt God, hath nothing more to loſe, 
he hath loſt all;rhe loſe of God i hell, 2 The. 
1.7, Put hethat hath gained God, hath 
nothing more to gain, He hath got all, 
"the gain of God is heaven. Cy 
3 F is worthy our obſervation, that Joh 
:Tpeaking of God, Job13. 16, faith, He 
* ſhall be my ſalvation, An Expoſitour. ob- 
*ſerveth on that Text, Job doth not ſay , 
He ſhall gjue me ſatvation, but he ſhall be my © 
ſalvation, It more pleaſeth a Saint that 
| heenjoyeth God, then that he enjoyeth 
ſalvation, As nothing that a godly man 
giveth God, will content him, unlefſe he 
'give God himſelf: ſo nothing which God Fecifhi os 
'giveth a godly man will (atisfie him, unleſſe propreree, 


-God giverh himſelf ro him ; His voice is © *quics 2 
trum eft cor - > 


*n0n taa, (edte Domine, Lord not thine, but zofrum 
thee z he is better pleaſed thar God is his 4onec re- 


falvacion, then that he {aveth him ; hom 19% 


{have 7 iz heaven but thees ſaith hes There confcſ lib. 


fare Saints, Angels, Arch-Angels, faith '-=P- 1. 
"Meuſculus ; butin thepreſence of this glo- 
ious Sun, thoſe ſtars muſt vaniſh and diſ- 
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ge! ; without God ? andir'5 true of things, 
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' Fruition of God, perfect happineſſe. 
as well as perſons ; what is the glory, whar } 
'thepleaſures, what the joys of heaven.Þ 
withonr God ? What's all the robes 4nd Þ 
riches, what's all the crowns and comforts, 
whar's all the delights, the delicates, the 
diadems of heaven, without the God of 
heaven , but as the Funeral-banquer for I 
ſome eminent Prince, where is large pro- 
viſion, . and great coſt, but no chear « No 
it is God alone that is the centre to which 
_ Saint moveth , and*in which he reſt- 
_ 
'  O what happineſſe ſhall the holy man 
haveart death, to be ever with God ! If that 
Queen could ſay of Solomoxs attenJants; 
Happy are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſer- 
vants whith ſtand continually before thee, and 
bear thy wiſdome, 1 King, 10,8, how hap- | 
2 PF are they that dwell in Gods Manſfton- 
” -., ... honſe, everbeholding his face, and hear- Þ 
5 in9his voice! Itis reported of Ex4oxius, 
that he was ſo extream defirous to: be near 
Go war that he might ſeeir, and know Þ* 
4s Mture, that he profeſt, ſo he might ob- | 
tain his defire, though but fr one hour, 'Þ 
would willingly be burns up by it the | 
- - ngxt hour; how much worth then is 'the Þ 
= Tight and knowledge of this' Sun of righte- Þ 
wv f | m0 %, 
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' Fruition w_ God, perfect [Erear; 47. 
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puſneſſe; and what gainers are they by 
+ death, thatcome thereby to ſee him as he &, 
" andto know him as they are known of him ? 
x Joh, 3.2, 1 Cor, 13, 12, 
But the Chriſtian ſhall not barely enjoy 
God after deach, for that he doth in this 
| life, but he ſhall enjoy God fully: Now the 
Saint enjoyeth alittle of God, and O how 
; refreſhing 1s it to his weary ſoul! but then 
he ſhall have 2s much of God, as his heart 
"can wiſh or hold, In this life there -is a 
Communication of God, anſwerable to the 
capacities of men, and the fault is in us, not 
in God that wereceive no more of him on 
eart1, The ground isnot in the Sun, but 
in the narrowneſſe of our windowes , that 
- we partake no more of its light; the cauſe 
1s in the ſmallneflſe of our veſſels, not in 
the well, that we carry away no more. of 
- Its water, If our mouths were never ſo wide- 
|. opened, God would fill them now: But 
{then the windowes of the ſoul ſhall be. wj- 
Fdened, and the veſlels of. the heart enlarg- 
= and ſo fitted for, and filled with a grea- 
| ter CEaagon of God.. There is not the | 
Let complatnt of want-;, All the Patriarchs 
ſacks are there filled with corn ; There 
| Devi cup runneth pver; there the holy - 4 
Wie = tans —_ 


48 Fruititi of God perfedt happineſse, 4 
| Epheſians ate filled with all the fulnefſe of Þ'w: 
God, Inthat Fathers houfe there is bread e- | th, 
naveh, and to ſpare for atl his children, Then | th 
is gtven to all good meaſure, preſſed down, ſha } G 
ken together, and running over, Luk, 6,38, Þ On 
We ſay there is no fiſhing like co the | m1 
Sea, becauſe the Sea hath the greateſt plen- | 
ty, and rhe vaſteſt capacity; there- are fiſh Þ fu 
enongh to fill all our nets, and Jade all our fi 
ſhips. I may more truly ſay, there is no Pat 
fruition like to the fruition of God; he hath | pl 
enough, not only ro ſupply all our indi- h 
Fencies, and to (atisfie all our necefſities, af 
nd deſttes; but he can do abundantly for } 
is, above what we areable toask or think, Þ 7 
Ephe(.3. 20, God hath enough to fill |# 
Himſelf, as boundleſs a being as he 1s ; ſure- þ; 
ly then he hath enough to fill the limited I 
foul of man; that which can fill the Ocean, JI 
may well 1 a ſpoon, | b, 
Now a Chriſtian is deſcribed by his bun- | fee 
gringand thirſting, his panting and brea- | j 
thing afrer a perfect conformity to God, | 
thar thereby he may be prepared for perfet | 
Communion with God ; bnr-blellſed are "Þ\ 
they which now thus hunger and thirft , for "Js 
then they ſhall be filled, 24atth. 5. 6, Well Iſt 


; Ted go noe ave ofrer 2g00d batt 3 as the . 
Ed word Þ 


q Fruition of God; perfectehappineſſe, 49 
{word uſed by our Saviour doth fignifie; He, 
that drinketh of that water which God fhall | pKice 7 | 
there erve him, oy thirſt no more; ThatProprie di- 
- God whofilleth the bellies of his enemies ; eh 
"onearth with the hidden treaſures of con - » o470y 
mon bounty, will ſurely fil. che ſouls of his Pra vo- 
children in heaven, with the preciots trea- 4, 5c 
fares of ſpecial mercy; The foul that nov pabulum, 
-fippeth of the water of life; fhall then drink 
afull dranghe our of the Rivers of Cods 
leaſures, The Chriſtian who carnov 0n- 
taſte God to be gracious; ſhall therr have 
2 full meale when he ſhall ear bread irt the 
| Kingdome of God, They are b:fore the 
Throne of God, and ſerve him dry and night 
in his Temple;and he that ſitteth on the Throng, 
ball dwell among them, they ſhall hanger nd 
wore, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall rhe 
Sun light on them, nor any h:at ; For the 
hamb which is in the midſt of the Throne, fhall 
ſeed them, and ſhall lead th:m unto living 
ſmntains of waters, Rev, 7,15.16,17, 
- Obſerve Reader; I fay a Chriſtian ſhall | 
{kin by death ; a full immediate truition of {oe 
Food ; now the Saint drinketh of the wa- on ofGod: - © 
Jers of life, -( and they are pleaſant, thoughr) | 
Jirough the Conduits Ciſterns of Or- | 
Janances ; but with what jay will he draw | I 
Wee _— RR. Vs F 
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3p/o fone» tion? Weread in Joſhua 5, 12. when'Tſra- 
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Saint is in the Wildernefle of this -world, 
+» - heneedeth, and feedeth on the Manna' of 
£5, the Word, Sacraments, 'Prayer, and the 
. . like ;, but when death ſhall land him art that 

place of which Cangay was but a type, the 

Manna of Ordinances ſhall ceaſe, he ſhall” 

eat the fruits of that Land, Ordinances are Þ! 

neceſlary tor , and ſuitable to our ſtate of Þ 

imperfection; Jacob drove his flocks, L 

as they were able to go, ſo doth Chriſt his} ® 


ſheep. '\ 
Here weare in a ſtate of uncleanenefle, Þ® 
and therefore want water in Baptiſme to © 
waſh us, ( faith an Eminent Divine) in a FÞ$' 
ſtate of darkneſſe , and therefore want the F# 
light of the Word todirect us; in a ſtate of }* 
wearineſle, and therefore want a Lords day 
ofreſt to refreſh us; ina ſtate of weakneſle;) E 
and. therefore want bread in the Supper roF& 
ſtrengthen us; in a ſtate of: ſorrow, and 
_ therefore want wine to comfort us ; *W- 
fate of beggery, and therefore want ptaye? 
to fetch ſome ſpiricual alms from the beats 
ful Gate of Gods Temples 'WhiFft'th 
G 4 Ky, Os Sai 
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without Ordinances.” "x 3 
© Saihtis as a child, he thinks as. a child;: : 
ſpeaks-as a child, underſtands as a child? © 
bur when he ſhall come to'bea perfe& man; 
he ſhall put away theſe childifh things: 
* when every earthly member ſhalf be mae= 
- tified, and the body of death wholly de- 
| ſtroyed, when the faculties of che ſoul (hall 
be enlarged, 2nd the ſanRification of the m- 
ner man perfected, when the rags of morta- 
lity ſhall be. pur off, and grace ſwallowed 
up in glory, T h: Sun ſhall be n0 more thy 
light by day , nor the 21008 thy light by night, 
Fur the Lord thy God thine everlaſting lights. 
and thy God thy zlory, 119, 60,19, © © 

. Apoſtles, Prophets, Paſtours, Teach-" 
bers, ace for the perfecting of the Saints; for 
the edifying of the body of Chriſt, no'l6ns 
per then till we all coineim thennity of the 
[9 and of the knoiyledge'or the Son of 
Sod, unto a perfect man, unto the mea- 
are of the ſtarure'of the fulnefſe of Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 4.11,12,13, When God' ſhall be” 
W in all, then ( an41' not rill cheny Ordi- 
Wnces will be nothing at all, When the 
fit comes to his journeys end, he may 
ow” away his.” ſtaffe, Now hoiy muc | 
Ithis adde to the former, . that the Chti-. 
In ſhall without” ordinances enjoy God ! 
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' Immediate Fruition in heaven, 


How lovely is the face of God, though it be but 
in the glaſſe of the Goſpel: 2 Cor, 3, 18, 
this ' was the one thing which David 
begg'd, that he might dwell in the how[e of the 
Lord, to ſee the beauty of his face, Pſal. 27. 4. 
Ah how lovely will he be, when the Chriſtian 
ſhall ſee bim face to face ! 1 Cor, 13, 
; "ap 
If it be ſo good to draw neer to God on 
earth, Pſal. 73. vt, and if they are bleſſed Þ 
that watch at '» iſdomes gates, and wait at the | 
poſts of her doors, Prov.8.34, how good will | : 
it be to draw neer to God in heaven ; and 
how blefled are they that (wait not at the 
door, but)dwell in that houſe! | 
_ How pleaſant will it be for the ſoul, | 
when it's eyes (hall be ſtrengthened to ſee | 
God as heis,without the ſpeRacles of Or- | 
dinances, We eſteem that honey ſweet- | 
eſt which is ſuckt immediately out of the 
comb(though hony out ofa diſhisſweet)and | 
we do with more delight eat: that fruit 
whichwe gather ourſelvs from the tree,than | 
we do that which is brought to us through|! 
others hands: The enjoyment of God is (0 
fweet in the diſh of a Duty, that a Chriſti-J 
an would ſooner loſe the beſt friend he hathÞF! 
than it : But O how fiveet willit be in theſs: 
' RIOT | comoge 
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comb-of immediate communion ! This 
fruit is very delightful and pleaſant, as ic 
iS conveyed through the hands of Miniſters 
(though the liquor will ſente of the cask) 
but O with what delight ( Chriſtian, canſt 
thou read it, and thy heart not warmed with 
joy?) with what pleaſure wilt thou -with 
thine own hands gather this fruit from the 
Tree of life, that ſtandeth in the midſt of 
* Paradile? Rev,22. 
 ThusI have given thee a little of that 
| great gain whichaSaint hath bydeath;death 
will free him from all evil, both of fin and 
ſuffering; it will give him the fruition of 
ali good, in the enjoyment of perfect 
Saints, and the blefled Saviour, and in full 
immediate communion with the infinite 
God, who is bleſſed, and bleſſing his for e- 
ver: This is the heritage of a righreous 
man from God, and this 1s the portion of 
- his cup: thus ſhall itbe done to the man, 
whom the King of heaven delights to ho- 
-nour, Theres but one thing more requi- 
þ red to make the Chriſtian perteRtly happy 
and hat is the eternity of all this : bur 1 
| fhallſpeak to that in the laſt uſe, I now 
proceed . to- the application of the 
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Thefirſt uſe which I ſhall-make. of ;,abis © 
Doctrine, (hall be by way of information: Þ, 
If ſuch as' have Chriſt tbr their life, ſhall Þ 
have gain by their death ; it informeth us Þ 
of the difference be:wixt the deaths of the Þ. 
finner and the Saint : the oneis an unſpea- | 
kable gainer ; the other an unconceivable Þ- 
loſer by death, Death to the good is the Þ 
gate through-which they go into the king- 
dome of heaven : death to the bad is the Þ 
trap-door through which they fall into Þ 
hell. The godly dyeth as well as the wiok- } 
ed; but the wicked man dieth not fo well 
a3 the godly, The metal and the drofle Þ 

£0 both into the fre ; but the metal is res Þ. 
fined, and the drofle conſumed: As the 
cloud in the wildernefle hada light fide to | 
' the 7ſratlite;; but 2 dark fide to the Egypt- 
an: 10 death hath nothing but light and þ 
com{(ort for the Iſrael of God ; nothing but Þ 
darknefle and ſorrow for the finful Eeypti= Þ 
ans,Death to every one is a meſſenger 4enr Þ 
from the Lord:of life; it cometh'to theres Þ; 
generate; 2S the young Prophet to :Jebugl Þ 
Fave an errand to thee, O Captains and 
what was his errand ?, he poured the off ett! 
his; head , ſaying, Thus ſaith the 'Lard, IÞ 
have anointed thee King over Iſrael, 2. os 
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The different eſtate of mty\bereafter, 
F 9.55: It is a meſſeuger from' God to call © 
che Chriſtianroa Kingdome which cannot” 
© be-ſbaken, [But it. commeth ro the nnre- 
© generate, as Ehud to Eglon : And Ehud ſaid, 
1 have a mefage from God unto thee ; and*. 


"what-was: his meffage ?  Judoes 3, 20, 27. 
And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the | 
| ger þ 10W8 pu rieht thigh, and thruſt it into © 
' Eglons belly: tis a meſlenger from God, 
-with.a mortal wounding, killing , ſtabbing 
meſſage to a finner, The pale white horſe 
"of death rides before, and the red fiery | 
horſe of hell follows after, 
\\-\Thepeople of God paſs ſafel through 
*this red Sea of death, which bo enemies 
aſſaying to do, are drowned , are dam- » 
ned. : 
There 1s a' great di{-agreement in che 
lives of the boly and unholy; but O what 
{7 vaſt difference is there in their deaths? 
they are like ewo parallel lines ; how far 
loever they go together, they never touch 
ina point, Their wayes differ, and there- 
fore their ends muſt neceſſarily differ : Eye+ 
Foy mans end-is -virtually in his way ; their 
"Fenays differ as.much as'Jight and darkneſfle, 
anc aderotors theirendsmuſt differ as far as 
a andhell, The one walketh in his own 


Way E oh | _—_ 


The different eſt ate 

wayes, Prow.14.14, in the wayes of his own" | 
heart, Eccleſ, 7.9. in the broad way of * the" we 
fleſh andthe world, Matth.7.13.and ſo his endi Þ 

£ is damnation, Phil, 3, 19. his-latter end 1s, fan 
LBinediſcets that he ſhall be deſtroyed, for ever, Numb, 24, | 
Jobs ab . 20, The other walketh in the way fe the 


Teas. 40\. Lord, Pſal 119.1, inthe way of his teftimo- 
lexinD! 37 njes, ver.14. in the narrow way of ſelf-dent- 
al, mortification, and crucifying the fleſh, Ma't 
7.14. and ſo his end is peace, oy hg 
Suchas the ſeed is which is ſown, ſuch is 


Ic 


bo the crop wichis reaped ; the unregenerate 
A man ſowerh to the fleſh, and of the fleſh 
reapeth corruption : The ſanRified ſoul | 
ſoweth tothe ſpirit, andof the ſpirit zeap-- 
eth life everlaſting, Galat.6;6,7, 

The blind world indeed, as it ſeeth not 
their difference in life, (the life of a Saint 
is an hidden lite, Col.3.3. the Kings dangh: 
fer is all elorious, but 'tis within, Pſal, 45. 13, 
the jewels of her graces are laid np in that 
privy Drawer, the hidden man of the heart:) 
ſoit beholdeth not the difference in their Þ$ 
deaths : As dieth the wiſe man, fo dieth Þt 
the foo, to the eye of ſenſe, and; they want Þ 
the eye of faith, Eiclef, 2.16, We' lee no* 
difference, ſay they gþetwixt, the deathrof Fi 
them you'call: propane, and your x 
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of men hereafter, 
vnes- 3 they die both alike to our” judg- 
ments, - | 
But this conceit, Readey, if thou art ſuch 
an Athieſt, proceedeth from thy blindneſfe 
nd unbelief, Thou art probably in the 
chamber, when a drunkard, a ſwearer, or a 
[civil moral, yet unſanRified, neighbour de- 
rteth this life z thou ſeeſt his body trem- 
Nin ; panting, groaning, dying ; but thou 
not ſee the ten thouſand times worſe 
condition his poor ſoul is in : thou ſeeſt his 
kiadred or relations weeping ; but thou 
doeſt not ſeethe infernal ſpirits rejoycing z 
{ thou doſt not ſee the greed Devils that 
waited by the bed-fide,like ſomany roaring 
lions for their deſired 8 deſervedprey: thou 
doeſt not ſee when the ſoul left the body, 
how” it was immediately ſeifſed on by 
thoſe frightful hell-hounds in a moſt hide- 
ous horrible manner, and haled to the place 
of intolerable and eternal torments; thou 
doeſt not ſee the ſhoutings of thoſe legions 
Þiahell, ar the coming in of anew priſoner, 
;Fto bear a part in the undergoing of divine 
Jury, 40 their blaſphemies againſt heavens 
Majeſtic , and in their eſtate of hopeleſs- 
bfle and deſperation, 1 INE 
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| ar The pony 
* .-Memfairh 2 maderg. writer, like. filly 


fikes ſee one _ ny and jerkt out: 
of the-pogd 9 ife'y but -t ee no0t. (a-| 
las). fg fire. and pan into which they/are 
caſt, whoidie'jnaheir fans! 3;' Oh, it had ha 
better ſurely for ſuch if they had never 
been born as Clift faid' of Judas, then ta 
bekrought farth to the: mayrtherer (that old 
man-ſlayer) tobe hutled into. hell, there to 
ſuffer ſychchings 3s they: ſhall never be-a- 
ble to. avaid,'or abide, ; / 
*.. Onthe other fide, thou ſtandeſt by. ia 
{corned perſecuted | Saint, when he is bid- 
ding agdieu © a:finful world ; thou ſeeſt the! 
ſtrnglings, and; droopings' of his outward 
man, . but, chon feeſt not the reviving cor- 
tial the Phy cian of. pf Lopls: is preparing! for 
De: 8k link thou doeſt not ſee thoſe 
glorious Angels which warch and wait ups 
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On hs lexyentom bor uh __ 
On Or CAATlIoG oy ICQ. t on 4 
of Jolak Rf to-fet his relation/ro/ 
'  NeverRo- UNE Gaſben, the rods of the Saints 


 manEm- jnlieht,is 25. inviſible to _ as thoſe- char 
pabog riots of fire on the mountain were; tothe 


| bat th toy gag ight, lh wor 
- IrumP? » biddeth the body g t,;till t 
4" = ping of the reſurreRion, on doeſt —- <p 
/t 'en, ; | q | 
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| thoſe miniſtring ſpirits (ſent dowiſfor the 
"good of this heir of ſalvation) preſently ſo- 
Hacing and falutingiit. Thou doeſt nor ſee 
how ſtately iti; attended, how ſafely con- 
| ducted, how gladly received: into the 'bo- 


ſome of Abraham, into the fathers houſe, - 
ato that City, whoſe builder and maker: is 
God, Thou doeft not ſeetheſoul putting 
[off withthe cloathing of the |body,all ſin 
and miſery, and putting onthe white linnen 
of the Saints, even perfe& purity, match- 
kſle joy, and eternal felicity. * When thou 
canſt ſee theſe things with cheieye of faith, 
[thou wilt eaſily grant a vaſt difterence be- 
wn che death of. che gracians and' grace- 
e, 1 | 
-- Reader, if thou art dead in thy fins ,and 
gnacquainted withichis ſpirituallife; which 
I have betore deſcribed, norhing:.of that 
**ndlefle gain which the godly ſhall enjoy at 
F$xeath, : belongs to ithee; 'none-of thac ful- 
Suaile of joy,,ot thoſe rivers of pleaſures;' of 
at eternal weight of glory ſhalt chow-par- . 
ket ; I may ay to thee, ''as Simon Peter 
2D Si Magas, thou haſt no part , nor 
btin this matter, for chine|heart isnot right 
S=thefight of God :- Thou mayeſt likethe 
pmad-man as Azheps, Tay claim 'to all the 


veſlels 


6d . The differem eſt ate 
veſſelsthat come into the haven ; but' the 
veſſels of the promiſes richly laden with Þ 
the treaſures of grace and love, do not ar [th 
all appertain' to thee, If fike a dog thou IW 
ſnatcheſt at the childrens bread, thou- art | J6 
more boldithan 'wel-come, . and wilt one 0 
day be well beaten for thy preſumprion; | ft 
Reader, ifthou-art unregenerate and ſo djs þot 
eſt, look to thy ſelf, for thy lot muſt fall FW 
onthis fidethepromuſed Land, Thou may-|| 


x 
eſtlike a'Surveyour of Land, take a view|t 
of anothers/ Mannor, and bring a return, | {i 
10 
if 


—k— 


how ſtatehy-the: houſe is,” how pleaſant the | 
rdens,” tow delightful the walks, how. 
” truitful' the Paſtures, how finely it's ſeat-J V 
ed, how fully it's woodded, how ſweetly]. 
ies. watered,.: how fitly it is every way ac- 
commodated:;'1but as long as the Pronoug 
1s wanting, it-can be but little comfort, uF 
isnone of thine, So thoumayſt read , and} 
hear much-of that comfort, joy and ricly 
neſle of that incomparable Kingdome 
| which the holy ſhall immediately upon thei 
deaths enter into ; but what \s all- zhis 
thee, when thou muſt be without it. for <8 
ver.? thou mayſt ſee Abram afat, off, andſſfo 
Lazarss inhis boſome; | but between bungee 
and thee, there will be a gteat gulf, :- -1Þ} } 


T = 
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: 


of men. hereafter. 


As a ſtranger thou wayſt heagthe laſt 
Will and Teſtament of Chriſt read, and 
therein the fair, rich and large portions, 
which he hath bequeathed to his children, 
John 17.24. Luke 12, 32, butnottheleaſt 
mention made of any good for thee; look 
from the beginning of Gezeſis, to the end 
of Revelation, and ſee ifthere be one good 
word fpokento thee, whilſt thou art in thy 
natural eſtate, Moſes like, thou mayſt by 
the proſpective of Scripture, havea Piſgah 
fight of Paleſtine, of that good Land flow- 
ing with milk and hony , but as Godis true, 
if thou dieſt in unregeneracy , thou ſhalt ne- 
yer enjoy one foot of it, 

The worſt ofa Saint is paſt when he dy- 
| eth; butthy worſt O ſinner is to come; there 
xe ſome dregs in the bottome which thou 
2art yet to drink down, thou haſt thy good 
Akings here, and he his evil things ; but at 
at} he is comforted, and thou art tor-' 
ented, He hath all his hell upon earth, 
Sheaven is to come; thou haſt all thy hea- 
en-on earth, and thy hell is to come when 


thou paſſeſt into another world ; the hell - 
fa Saint isan ealie hell. But ah how hots 
thay hel inhel;how fiery is that furnace, how 
how terrible thoſe torments* I way con- 
__ DR  ceive 


Do 


The diſſerent eftate | 
ceive ſomewhat the damned feel moſt, bur ſj 
no tongue can expreſle them, Wy 

But it may be, Friend, thou art cnethat! 
thriveſt in this world, and there _ doſt 
not trouble thy head, much [eſſe thy heart; Ir 
with the things of another world ; | fn 
unwilling to put a ſpoonful of choſe 


thoughts into thy ſauce, eaſt it ſhould mak&Þh 
thy meat unſavory, it would mat thy mirth," | 
and ſp6ile thy ſports, As Sigiſmmnd the? 


Empetor, did not love the pronunciation” l 


of the Greek Zeta, becauſe it nreſeritadl 
the gnaſhing teerh ofa d ing man; ſo thou" 
art reſolved to baniſh ſach enemies (as thou" 


thinkeſt ) out of thy coaſts, andlike a bear, Þ4 


to-go down that ſteep hill of death back- 
ward, But know thou, O man, that whe-" 
ther thou wilt conſider of thy death before- | 
. hand or no, it is haſtening upon thee , 

though rhou putteſt ir farre from , cheeuſl 
whether thou wilt o>-no it draweth-nigh"t 
thee ; the ſhip moveth not wins n 
won nor the Sun in the Tears. 

art. haſtening towards thy 

verlaſting home, and eh Jer \rillbring 
thee-up areckoning for all thy ſweet rk, ? 


ſels, meiry meerings, time and ralebts/ 


0 5 - whatſoever 3 I Fo 


 fourg 


EE — 
of ec jo . 65® - 
ance for all rby fiveet-rhears ; thy 
eſumprion will prove but fike Haninns 
zet before exectition, What advart- 
page then will thy ſoni-ſhiny thorning of 
| *; on mercies bring thee, iWhen (as 'oh1 
Wome) it will be followed with Aakes 6f 
e and brimſtone before night? - Def 


wot know, that when the withed 7 Th 


i that they may be deftrozed for '&ver! Plal, 


+7. The higherthou afcendeft on this 
adder, the greater thy fall; when death 
ter@eth thee of; thou art but ripening 
F rae, and fitrting/ on carth to fry in 


. All the while thou art flourithmg 1n 
ourſe of finning 3 nay, thou miayeſt be” 
much nearer hell, then thou art aware of 3 
The mettal when it ſhineth brighteſt in he 
f ite, is neareſt mroys. 1 thor like a candle, 
hayftgive a blaze when thou art going out 
Fthewotld, into blackneſſe of darknefſe 
ever. ' The Hewk Ajeth high, and"is' 
fiighly prized being: ſet upon a Pearch, 
gfe out with-rhe gingling bells of en- 
ragement, and carried on his Maſte:s 
but being once dead, and pitched over 

he Perch S caſt yr the dunghill 25 

| for nothins; The Hen fcrapes in” + 
s duſt nothing rewarded yhile "Th li-" 


{8 


os Sn A * 
bs. , e = 


cem tolere? 
_ : 


The different eſtate _ 

veth, but being dead, is brought asa choice|/ 

diſh ro her Maſters Table'; Thas wicked | ly 

men inthis life are ſet in high places, godly | 

mea lie groveling with their mouths in the | 
| 


duſt; but being dead, the former is caſt in- 
to hell, the latter brought tro Heavens 
Table, 

But that I may awaken thy conſcience, 
O ſecure ſinner, and make thee look about | 1 
thee, whil'ſt there is time and hope ( if | 
the gracious and powerful God pleaſe toaſ- | , 
fiſt ) Tſhall give thee an eſtimate of they! 
ſinners loſſes by death, by whick thou: 
mayeſt ſee what a difference there is, be- 
tween the death of the titular, and -the real 
Chriſtian, Ss 

And here Reader thou muſt help me with:| / 
thy conceptions, for I ſhall come infinite- Þ- 
ly ſhort in my expreſſions, As none can þ: 
endure it, ſo none can dere itz. for who © 
knoweth the power of Gods wrath? Pla. 90, 11,Þ 
The oratour when he would deſcribe the Þ 
violent death of theCroffe, doth it by an Þ 
Apoſiopeſis, What (faith he) ſhall Ifay,Þ* 
of . the death of the Crofſe? much more Þ 
cauſe have I roſpeak ſo of this death, What; Þ 
ſhall I ſay of this eternal death 2 -Þ 
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- 1. By death thou ſhalt loſe all thy earth- 
ly delights, and carnal contentments ; The 
"table of thy life poſſibly is richly ſpread with 
[ent of outward enjoyments, riches, re- 
tions, honours, Pranes, beauty, and 
bravery : but death will come in-witha 
yoider, and take all away, Ir is called ax. 
uncloathing, 2 Cor. 5.4. and indeed it wil 
ſtrip thee naked of all ſuch garments, and 
ornaments; Thine eye ſball yo more ſee good; 
| Job 7. 7. 4. e. the good things of this lite; 
| They will all die wich thee, "as to t hy uſe 
4 and comfort, Ir iva doleful expreſſion of 
' Abram to Dives, Thou hadſt, or thou recti- 
| vedſt thy good things i in thy life-time,Luk, 16: 
| 25. Owhata cutting word was that to his 


' heart, when he was paſſed into another « 


world, Remember there was a time when 
- thou and they were joyned together, but 
-how ye are parted for eyer ; to have been 


z .It is with thee while in this world, 
(ic was with the Jews, in the Vineyards 
" id fields oftheir Neighbours, ho anfegt 
| they might while there , but pocket up , and 


I My they might not. Deur, 2 2 24; 
; Dank þ, the great ta thn which wil 


ber? was no {mall aggravation of his mi- eg "4 


—_ _ —— — — — _— 


"00 - Death deprives of earthly felicity, | 


| —— 


thee of all thy riches, The wealthieſt Em-YWi 
peror, the next moment after. death, hath? 
no more than the pooreſt beggar, As thowY! 
cameſt forth of thy mothers wombe, naked thou 
ſhalt return, to go as thou cameſt, ani ſhalt 
take nothine in thy hand of all thy labour 
Eccleſ, 5.15, That gold which thou lo-Yf 
veſt, and truſteſt more thaa God, theſe] 
pebbles which thou valueſt above the pearl'JM! 
of price, that treaſure on earth, which thyM 
heart is {et upon more than on the'trne trea-ol 
ſure in heaven, will all leave thee whent 
Inhis death findeth thee, Mr, Rogers telleth us 
Treazſeof of one that being nigh death, clapta twenty 
ou** -fhilling piece in his mouth, ſaying, Some 
«wiſer then ſome, I will take this with" meP 
however ; but alas poor fool, he could not {6 
*be ſo goodas his word, The Holy Ghoſt Y 
- excellently termeth rich men ; rich in ths Þ 
' world, becauſe riches will not make men rich 
"7# another world, 1 Tim,6,17. . 4 
Death will ſeal a Leaſe of ejectmient, and 
-turn-thee out of all thy poflefſions,, and 
' death will give thee a bil of divorce; ande- 
-parate.thee from-all thy relations. - There 
[aioes 1005 of Hysband and Wife, Patetits' ati 
children, are calcylated only for che Meti 
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this life. Thy dear husband, or thy "Þþ 
ng wife, and thy moſt Guriful children, 
all ſerve thee as 0rpah did Ruth, follow Ru. ; 14 
e while thou art full, but forlake thee 
5A thou ſhalt be empty; cleave to thee 
thy health and life, bur leave thee in thy 
reateſt danger at death : and thy birth'and 
ding, honour and reſpe& wil ſervethee 
athe like kind; they are but a ſhadow 
Mich wil nor be ſeen when the Sun of thy 
eis ſet, ThegreatdiſtinCtions in the 0- 
ſhe world, wil be holy g or unholy, not no- 
or.ignoble, 
"Be not afraid when one is made ich, when 
F l & glory of his houſe is encreaſed ; 
«hx dith, he ſhall carry nothing way,” ” nar! = If 
| all not deſcend after bim, Pla. 49.16, wn aqua, 
7% Death i is the great leveller , making 


Pri Aj Peaſants eq ual, 


4 4! ſinful pleaſures will allo be) olt; 
weet take io foundeſt in thy m 
Ml he gone, chough they wil riſe in thy 
3; and after in x y belly. be more 

an Thy metry meetings, Jo; 
Witty [1evs, ſpor; ET 
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Hide. wA bite hinc, Abite longe, Be g 


on earth, which thou fſolaceſt thy ſenſu al 

ſoul with, (defiring no other heaven) uw 

all likeleaves in the Autumn of thy deat] 

fall off from thee z though in the ſhort ſun 

mer of thy life, thou art richly laden witg|y 

them; yet in thy long, thine everlaſting | 
I 
lo 


Winter. , thou ſhalt be ſtript naked-q 
chem. 

Thou mayeſt ſay to all the fore-mentic 
ned delights of riches, relations, honoung# 
and pleaſures, and what ever it is whidlC 
thou fooliſhly rejoyceſt in, as Charles tht 
fifth, Emperor 0 4 Germany ( whom of x 
world counted moſt happy ) did to his tro 

phies, treaſures and things of the like 1440 


4x 
: 


4 


et you farre out of my fate. Be aflury a! | 
tharas 7 falſe harlot leaves her lovers, whe 
eyes arreſted for debt, and My | [ 
ther, cuſtomers: ſo this painted ſtrum s þ 
i Ir world that now layeth op 
r breaſts, toallure thee togo a wh 


er her, and commit {ſpiritual for 17 


= Hl on ith her, when. death fall 


s tt | 4 Writ j hn heaven, wil y 
| oe -of follow DHA 


Þ W. ? >< T vbe thou 
"I; bf 42102090 317 97 7 MIT 
EEE hho +N, 
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__- 0 | 
Leainſt this, that all, even good as well as 
Thad will joyn with thee in this lofſe. Rea- 
Jer, doſt thou conſider, that they who'en- 
joy the ſtars all night, and come in the 


noming inſtead thereof to enjoy the glori- * 


| ons Sun, are no loſers; the Sun hath all 
ff thi light of the ſtars, and far far more 
Neither can the godly be properly called 
4 loſers of theſe comforts, becauſe they enjoy 
them all, and infinitely more in theblefſed 
God ; As mony an[wereth all things, Prov. 
Wo, 19, Mony is equivalently ſheep, ox- 
1, corn, meat, drink, cloth, whatſoever 

du want for this life, is virtually in mony z 
God toa gracious ſoul atter death will 
Janſiver all things, he will be eminently and 
Kirtually, Father, Mother, wife, child, 
S#alcti, honour, pleaſure and all things ; 
JHough he loſeth them here, he will find 
m there and much more ; but when thou 
finer loſeſt them in this world, they 
never be made up to thee in another 
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dat che fountainz not only t 


We Sung and therefore thy portion will 
brching, drought, 2nd dilinaldar Ni 
s, theſe things arer 
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world ; thou loſeſt not ooly the I, AY P 
beams, bur P:Y. VT 4 


oO Death deprives of earthly felicity. 
ſtate, 'or inheritance, they are but an addin 
tional oyer-plus, caſt in over and aboveF* 
So much the words of Chriſt imply, Matth 
6.33. And all other thines ſhall be added 
9ouw, As when a father giveth his ſona}:' 
thouſand pounds worth of ware, he caſteth}” 
in paper and packthread ; or one thouſand} 
ardsof cloth, he doth not ſtand upon the]- 
bredch ofthe thumb, which is to be allow-J- 
ed in meaſurng; ſo God having give 
himſelf and his Sonto his Saints, out of hisþ 
vaſt bounty, caſteth in the creatures as ay} 
over-plus ; they are not their eſtate or por-| 
tion, or all; no, when a godly man at the 
: oreat and terrible day of the Lord Teſi 
= > ſhall ſee his houſe, and land, and outw 
| ood things in that common flame, which} 


| _ , 
=: lbur-up the earth, he may then behold 
E-- Ovnil'9s it with ee, and ſay with the Philolo$* 

tz. Pher, Ihavemy all ſtill, | 
+* _- But ſinner, thy lofſe of them will bei 
.. Jloſſe indeed; for theſe things are thy all 

+ they are all thy God, and all thy Chriſt 
'*- andalltlf happineſle, andall thy heaven 
they areall the fulneſſe of joy, and all che} 


. 


rivers of pleaſures, and all the weight olf# 
glory which thou ſhalt enjoy 3 They azedl 
y riches, all thine inhericance, all thy 
: j <27 . | coll 


Death deprives of earthly felicity, 


conſolation, all thy reward, all thy portion, 
| and all chou ſhalt be worth for ever, lookLyuk, 
1:16.24Th:yhave receiv'd their conſolation,(cold 
© comfort indeed) ye have your reward, * Mat, 
if 6. 2. Itis one of the ſaddeſt ſpeeches in <=iXv: 
kj. the Look of God, whoſe portion is inthis life, _— _ 
»Pſal, I7, 14. ( alt POOL portion, ) Thou theirfull 
o|- haſt no other Paradi{e but thy garden, no py 
|. other manſion * but thy beautiful building, TOne®* 
a0; no other inheritance but thy Land, no 0- acquit. 
F ther kindred butthy wife and children, no ac: 
| other honour but the ſtinking breath of 
| thy flattering neighbours, jino other God 
bur thy gold, no other heaven but the earth: 
all thy eſtate is in duſt, rubbith, and lum- * 
* ber; ſurely then it will be a loſle with a 
| witnefſe, toloſe all that in a moment, and 
©that for ever, wherein all thy kappineſſe . -- 
Econfiſteth, Will it not be a ſad fight fag” 
thee to ſtand as it were upon the ſhoare, and. 
to (ee the veſlel in which 1s imbarqu'd.al} 
$ thy treaſures, all chy near and dearrelatis;. 
*ons, all thy reſpect and eſteem, all thyg6F** 
and delights ſinking before thine eyes,pamngent.. 
[Joſt for ever £ or to ſee that houſe, in wh +... - *? 
145 thy Plate and Jeyels, thy wite and-chil- -- 
dren, and all that ever Yoo art ' to be 


WeOvorth,- in aflame, and nothing poſſible to.” a 


EK. 


- _ on * 


Carat 


> | Death deprives of earthly felicity, 


bergproed , would not thine eyes affe&t 
thine heartwith unſpeakable hotrour? Now 
this Q, Reader will be thy caſe, if thou art 
nfiſanRified ar death ; when thou lyeſt up- 


on 691 death-bed, and art going ont of the 
world, thou mayſt take thy leave of thy |] 
friends, eſtate, honour and delights in ſuch” 


language as this, Farewel my dear wife, 
children, and all my friends, farewel for e- 
ver, Tam going wh 

will be put farre from me, I muſt never ne- 
yer have any friend more, but ſhall remain 
Friendleſſe to all eternity, Farewel my 
honſe and Land, my filver and gold, fare 
wel for ever ; Tſhall from henceforth and 
for ever bea beggar, and though I beg but 
for one drop of water to coole my tongue, 
when this whole body ſhall be in unquench- 
able flames, I muſt everlaſtingly be dent- 


ed. . Farewel my honours and delights, | 


farewel for ever, I ſhall never morebe re- 


ſpeed or comforted; confuſion of face, and |. 
eaſclefle pains are to be my endlefſe and |* 


ere lovers and friends 


| 


_— 
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_ unchangeable portion z Thus ( man )}* 
- thou wilt moft miſerably, even our-livethy | 


felicity,” and when thou comet to live in-Þ 


deed, z, e. in. the other world, want all thy 
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2. Thon ſhalt loſe by death all thy ſpiri- 
thal preferment. It is now no mean mef= 
> tothee, hadſt thou an heart to pes and 
prove it , that thou enjoyeſt the Ord- 
nances of God, the means of grace, many 
(eolden ſeaſons, for the good of thy ſol , 

t thou mayſt fit at Gods feet, and hear 
his voice out of Scripture, fall down on thy 
| knees, and ſeek his face by prayer s but 
know to thy ſorrow, death wil rob thee of 
4 41 cheſe Jewels; Nowthou haſt the ten- 
ders of mercy, the intreaties of the Mini- 
ſer, the motions of the Spirit, rhe invita- 
tions of Chriſt, liberty ro caſt thy - ſelf 
down atthe foot-ſtool of Heavens wane h 
and to be as ferventand inſtant as thon wilt, 
| for mercy, but then the gate wil be ſhut , 
| and there wil be no praying, or hearing, or 
preaching inthe place whether thou art go- 
mg. Pſal, 88, 11. Shall thy loving kind- 
© neſſe be declared inthe grave ? or thy Faith: 


| 


| aftrong negation, There is no. pt 
| vf Gods clemency or fidelity, either .in the 
Worive oe bel, Allthe Loftus re in.che 
| any any wore of mars man 
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"No ordinances after death, 


of mans miſery, and Gods fevertty, Rex- 
der, I aſſure thee from the living God, that 
thongh-in this life thou art now and then 
bungling about a duty, and giving God thy 
ſtinking breath, a fery cold lazy petitions, 
which proceed from thy corrupt lungs, thy 


curſed heart, thouſhalt do ſo no more after | 


death. As the Saints ſhall be above this 


mediate enjoyment of God, ſo thou ſhalt ] 
bebelow it, And truly, hadſt thou ever ] 
had Communion with Godin a duty, this | 


lofſe would go near thee; How amiable is 
the worſhipping of God to Fiig ſoul ? he 


rizeth Ordinances, becauſe they are the means 


of it in this world, above his eſtate, and food, 


or what evet is deare tohim, P(a,119.14, 72, 
111, Job 23. 12. Pſa, 84, 1,2, 3. And 
this priviledge he ſhall have by death, to 
be employed ſtil about the ſame work , (of 
pleaſing, glorifying, worſhipping, and en- 
joyng& God) only he ſhall do it - in a more 


excel ent and more delightful way, 


\.- He continueth as it were in the ſame 


School death only removes him to an high- 


er form, or (if you will ) death ſends him 


from.the School ( in which he was fitted 


izer, thou muſt bedeprived'of his 
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happineſſe 3 indeed now thou eſteemeſt the 
aces of God a burden; as precious 
2s they are-to others, they are tedious to 
thee, The Church is thy Goal, the Sabbath 
is thy ague-day, the commands of Chriſt axe 
' bonds and fetters to thee, Pla, 72,3, The 
voice of thy carnal heart is, when wil the 

- glaſſe beout © when wil the duty be done £ 
| when wil the Sabbath be over that thou 
* mayſt follow the world, Amos 8.5, Thou 
thinkeſt the prayer is too long, the Sermon 

| is too long, the Sabbath is too long, the 
duties are all too long ; wel, be patient bur 
alittle, a ſhort time, and thou ſhalt never 
be troubled with theſe long duties more; 
The night is coming, when there is no working, 
Joh. 9.4. There is no enjoying Sabbath. or 
Sacraments, or ſeaſons of grace, no wiſdome, 
knowledge or device, inthe grave to which thou 
art haſtening, Eccleſ, 9.10, bo 
Now the Miniſter exhorteth thee to caſt 
away thy ſins, and come to thy. Saviour, 
to reject thy ſoul-damning luſts, and accept 
of a ſoul-ſaving Lord ; The Father com- 

- mandeth theeby his Soveraigaty overt 
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- and propriety in thee as thy Creatonr ; The - 4 
| Sonentreateth thee, by preſenting his blogs —_"Þ 


| -dy finearand ſufferings unto hee, as de 
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thy Redeemer; The Spirit ſirreth thee 
to pity thy precious ſoul, and to minde 
thine unchangeable eſtate, to conſider ſe- 
_ tioufly in this day of Gods patience, the 

ings which concern thy eternal peace; 
The Goſpel isa Treaſure of incſtimable va- 


lue, freely offered to thee, upon condition 


thou wilt but heartily embrace it and the 
eaſie yoke of Chritt together; The Word 
of God chargeth , inviterh, allureth, be- 
ſeecheth, promiſerh, threateneth; all theſe 
like ſo many Trumpets, do loudly ſound a 
retreat, to call thee off from thy ſlavery to 
the world and fleſh, unto the glorious li- 
berty of the Sons of God: but thou art as 
deat as the Adder, and wilt not hear the 
voice of theſe heavenly charmes z as hard 
as the Rock; the waves of threatenings 
which daſhunweariedly againſt thee, ſtirre 
thee notz the ſhowres and dews of promi- 
fes which fall on thee continually, make no 
1mprefſion, neither mercies nor judge- 
ments, neicher men nor God can preyaile 
with thee 3 Wellſinner, chink of 1t again 
ahdapain ( and thy heart is hardened with 
. Uwitneſſe, ifit do not tremble to think of 
Tt)'the hour is approaching, when thou 
Hhllt never have tenders, theſe invi- 
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cations, theſe means, theſe motions more, 
gp thou ſhalt earneſtly, and unceſlant- 
ly defire them, and willingly accept of 
them if they could be granted thee; after 
thou haſt fryed as many millions of yeares 
in hell, as there are ſtars in the heavens, 
piles in} cung on the earth, and ſands on 
the ſea ſhoar ; yet thy intreaty upon ſuch 
an hard condition ſhall bedenied, then thoy 
wilt befool thy ſelf to purpoſe, for ſtaying 
| tiltheday after the faire, for not accepting 
when thou waſt wel offered ; then mercy. 
wil be mercy indeed, then grace wil be grace 
indeed, then the Goſpel wil be glad-ty- 
dings indeed, when by the want of them 
| thou ſhalt fully know the worth of 
them, | 

Now. God holdeth the. Candle of his 
Word to thee, and inſtead 'of working, 
thou playeſt ; inſtead of working: out thy 
own {alvation,inſtead of working the works 

of him that ſent thee into the world; thou 
| playeſt the toal, the drunkard, the beaſt; 
'R the hypgcnge the Acheift ; wel, thou: halt 
| $0. intourrer darknefle, where thoſe lights 
hich | thoy now  ejoyeſt, will never - 
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Saints mall the world. 


2 


once «have taken Rome, and would nor; af. £ 


refiyvards he would and cold i not ; now God 
offereth thee heaven, thou thooſeſt earth , 
and: notwithſtanding he aſſurech thee, chat 
now is the only acceptable time,” now is the 
only day of {alvation, yer thou*Wilt nor 
hear when he'calleth; Trel thee”, the da 
is near, when- thou wouldſt, but God wal 
riot; -when thou ſhalt call , but he wil not 


hear, and then thou ſhalt find nb place, for 


repentance, though Eſas like , thou ſeek it 
_ carefully with tears ; When once thy parti- 


- eularjudgement'is paſl'd, *ryil be in vain co. 


beg a Pſalm of mercy. 


3. Thou ſhalr at death loſe the ſocie- 
ty of all the godly, eyen of thoſe excellenc 
ones,” 11 whom'is the deljeht of Chriſt,” Prov. 


8,21, and all the delreht of Chriſtians , Pla, 


x6, 3,” It isa bleffing to thee” ni earth, 
(did the Lord bur CanRifiei it tothee ) thar 
thy lot i is caſt in a'Land, in a Pariſh, ina 

y, where thoſe holy ones "are, that 
chow rhayſt hear their racidlas bi ers, ſee 
their pious patterns,” and enjoy therr preci- 


Fm ri A man whoſe co 
; this churliſh Laban cold = 
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Gen, : 4; 


Saints bent fitial to thewortd.” © 


ben. 36.27, and the Heatheniſh _ Egypti- 
'an found by experierice, Gen,” 39,'2, All 
"the Countrey farerh the better for a good 
and rich Chriſtian, . he eateth not his mor- 
ſels alone, but keepeth open houſe for all 
comers, 

- Hebothdefireth, and endeavoureth that 
| others might be cor "almoſt, but, altoge- 
"ther as he is, None are. more ſpiritually 
covetos to make, Proſelites, then the true 
*Ifraclites. © As the wall"which . receiveth 
+ hear from the 'Sun,,.refleterh ir on.the paſ- 
ſengers : ſo'he wiſherh'fo,wel to the he worſt; 
that they were Prater Mp Fay . 
that th hove fellow wit} hes Pater 
Dear rift his Sonne, Fw LE tke vt 
the Bee he,goeth to this and chat, y Wins ; 
to this and thar Ofdinance, and. ſuc = 
ome ſiveetneſs, ſome. fp jritual 09d,.and . 
cartieth'all home to, his booſe £92 hive, © 8 
As fin is diffufive, Em leaven, leaven- " 
#h1he whole lun. I Cor, 5 Oo &.6, P Sorge 
1s; they; that aye the" Hove are very; de- 

ro0hs.to infect ot hers,! iP iS' grace, like oil | 
 —_— the gritiou$defireto go to an S 
1.u numerable compa oy Angels, with anu- 2 


company. of Sain 
arples are cle and* ſoni- 
? _ Lines 
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truch; and was xlarrebo ; mo prayers 
are deſirable, and.that inthe eſteem of pro- | - 
phane and ungodlyanen, Exo4.8.28. Exad.l | 
. 9.28 Tk 8. 24, 
| , The Saints are clouds which wa 
tf the th, VN Heb, 12, the ſalt which kheepath, 5 
'he wy 51d foom putrefaction, Mat, 6, That}, 
plac ©? Prov. IO. 25. |. But the righteous 15 48 
Le | img The H ebrews Ex- 
are the foundation of 
We for their akes, would Þ 


SW, 
wo hoe 


me fe, h 6d Fa torvine; I heare wp the 
: Lines pes ets aith David, Pſalys 75. 9, M4 
r4 1fa.613 or 15 the ood, that the bad are (þ4- 
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non ſtarer | were, 'faved for- his ſake , How many. af 
adm. " time have they ſtood in the gap, and dy, 
-yerted 1 flood of wrath from breaking in * 

[Pſal. x06. 30, Numb, 14. 29, How many 

_ 4 mercy hath come flying to the "AAP wponk} / 

the wings of their: rayers? 4 

Bur Ofinners, herein wil be a pat 11d 
ts that coy al for ever be De Danun 
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"chgir« company gow poſſibly chow! chinkeſt 
*the Pariſh the worſe for ſuch ſtrict inhiabj- 
rants, thy dwelling the worſe for ſuch pre- 
.-Cife Neig ours. thy family the worſe for 
ſuchan hiimble zealous child, gr ſervant; 
now thou do'ſt nor know what thou oxineſt, 
when thou haſt their ſociety, but thou ſhalt 
know what thou loſeſt, when thou haſt loſt | 
; them to eternity, 4 
If Cicero did ſo bewail his *bariiſhmentc 
Loom the Romane Moraliſts, that” though 
che Countries through which he trayelled, 
"did him much honour, yer he would often 
look towards !taly with ſighs and tears; 
and if the Diſciples wept ſo- maely for the 
| Joffe of Paul, they fell about his neck, and kiſs 
"Ted him and wept ; ſorrowing moſt of of for the 
. words which he ſpake, that they ſhould fee hs 2 
Woce no more inthis world, Acts 20.37,38, _* 3 
how ,wilt chou ſigh and ſob, weep and wail; h 
| *whenthou ſhalt be parted from chern' in 7 che 
{other world * | 
-. Did the devour men make ſuck great k- 
"mentation for the lofſe of one __ man for 
Falitcle time? Act, $, 2, what Tamtentation 
''H {i ocake for the 'lofſe of all good 
* Surely,as'in Repah £ 
card; : RD 1 
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The worldlings hope vs. | L 12 


and mourning for the loſſe of theſe childret T 
of God, I 


4. When thoudieſt, thou ſhalt loſkſ& 
all thy hope ( or preſumptionrather, ) Thy 
dead hope ( for Saints only have a /iveh}- 
hope , 1 Pet. 1, 3,) wil failthee ar death,'Þ 
As thou haft no true holineſs , {o thou canſt FT 
have io true hope ; but ſomething 'tis like-F 
ly thou haſt, upon which thou relieſt as to Þ 
he fucure eſtate. It may be, thou haſt the 
ood things of this life, and thence conclu-i 
eſt thy right to a better life ; as if becauſe 
the great Houſe-keeper of the world throw-ÞÞ 
eth ſome bones to the dogs, therefore he 
muſt lovethem with a paternal love; thou FF 
do'ſt not tonſider , their houſes may be full Þ 
| of gold, whoſe hearts are empty of grace, Þ 
and whoſe ſouls ſhall aſſuredly come ſhort of F 
glory, Jeb22,17,18, Pſal, 17, 13,14. 
It may be it is thy profeſſion of Religi- Þ 
on, that holds thee up by the chin, and Þ 
keepeth from ſinking ; as if becauſe a ſtage- Þ 
player is dreſt in the Robes, and for a quar- J 
ter of 2n houre acteth the part of.a King; 
he muſt therefore have a real rigbctothe. 
Dignity, Dominions, and Revenues of the. 
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EJoars of the form, \ which art 1i6e laid 1 in- 
Toy), in the power of godlinefſe;wil be waſh't- 
} offar death, Matth, 25.8. . Or itis likely, 
thou enjoyeſt the priviledges of the Goſpel; 
|-Sabbaths, Sacraments, and the ſeaſons. of 
"prace are the bladders, with- the. help of 
fa which ( without au inward change ) thoii 
©thinkeſt to ſwim ro heaven ; do "Frhou nor 
= know that many go to hel fre with Fonts 
© water ofi their faces, and from the' table, 
"us rormentour? Math, 22, 1 3. that £- 
ſau a caſt-away, and. 1hmael an our-caft,, 


d both Abram 'totheir father; and ſohad 


Whey whom truth it (elf afſureth, cha they 
were of their father the divel, John, 8. 44. 
| ri 99 avalleth nothin , nor uncirtagy- 
Þ iron, but a new creatare,” al. 6, 15, All 
Such things are but hing words, where att in- 
renal work of grace is wanting, Jer! 7:44 


1 A poſſibly thou xt 5 man'of 

& mances ; thou mindeſt ſecret , 

b | e lation-duries (which too too many n 
&) praying, reading, hearing, .C Cites 

> Feor omunion ; like the ſpider r ou weaveſt 

: "In: ic qoved ono thinev bong | 

3 h makeſt thee'a em ny 
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bens taken away, the houſe of ty hope 
wilfall. Theſe are all but a ſandy tounda- 


tion, and:therefore when that great ſtorm 
comes, they will down to the ground, Matth, 
730,27... , | 


* It, js poſſible thou mayeſt hope all the 
time.thou liveſt, but thy life and hope wil 
depart together ; like thy neighbours, thou ' 
| tbe ful of hope even when thou art 
gang into the pit. of deipaire; and diein 
ace. .though thou art. going unto the Þ 
of eternal war.; but the next moment | 
2r death, thy hopes wil take wings and | 
flig NAY... [LAGIOUES = When 4 wicked F 
Reope, of, wapuſt men: periſbeth,, He died J 
£ is. head ful: of hopes. and ex-Þ 
.chols-ſeemed £0 haye, done, 7 
& DOYRG)ng, at heavens. gate, muy; 
ey 4, 00k 2m. ere their} 
he © heard 
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+ Heard, Depart from me 94 workers of iniqui- 
ty, I know you mt, Etiam [pes valentiſſims 

$ periz, as ſome read thar fore-cited place, 
"His great hope ſhall be little worth, A falſe 

+ Heartand falſe hope can never hold out"in 
F fſucha real hardſhip, Fob 27, 8, What & 
the hope of the hypocrite though he hath gaintd, 

' when God ſhatl take away his foul, An Ex- 

| poſicor gloſſeth on it thus; "The anchor 
of a wicked mans hope entereth not within 
the vail (as agodly mans d6th-clofing with 
God himſetfin Chriſt, Heby, -6, 19, which 
anchor in all ftorms is ſure and ftedfaſt )but 
18S caft upon falfe and looſe ground,” and 
therefore when the' ſtorm comes, his An- 
chor drives and is unſtedfaft ; and ſo his 
hope and heart ful rogether. The ſtour- 

: eſt unregenerate manalive wil drop at laft ; 
when God cometh to take away his ſoul, 
then his creſt falls, and his plumes flagge. 
The wicked is driven away in his wchedagſs 
Prov. 14. 32, |.” 
He being arrefted by death as a cruel ſer- 

= jeant, inthe divelsname 1s hurried away, 
I and hurld into hel ; as Syrezs are ſaid-to ſing 
FT cunouſly while they live, but to roare hor- 
' tibly when they die; fo thou that art high 

- mhope on th wilt be lower in grief int 
Et G3 tel; 
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extremity, 
We ſay, if it were not for hope.the heart 


thy hope ſhall depart, and thy heart COnti- 
nue* 


ſhalt fall from the. high pinacle of thy pre- 
ſomption into the bottomeleſle ardph of 
deſperation ! ſurely thy raiſed _—_ 
difappointed, wil prove a ſore vexation; 
how exrreamly wilt thou be perplexed , 
when thou ſhalt fall as low as $i el, 

hopes wereraiſed as high as heaven! If hope 
deferred make the heart ſick, Prov, 13, 12, 
then hope of ſuch happineſs wholy fruſtra- 
red, wil kil it with a thouſand deaths. 

"Ts _ Whena gracious man dieth, his hope is 
& «ay tcp ected inthe fruition of all (and tent 

af d times more then) he hoped for z when 
poi 2 graceleſs man dieth, his hope periſherh , 
A in an utter diſappointment of all that 
he ( though with little reaſon) ſo mych ex- 


pected. 


- : '$.- Thouſhalt loſe by death thy.p 
| cions ſoul; , this wil be a lofſe mdeed the 


= Ls ET $ like | | 
Abfoloms Mule, to fail thee in thy Derek I 


would break; what wilt thou do then,when | 


How ſad wil thy condition be, when thou Þ 


whoſe 
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Fprice of this pearl is not known to thee on 
F earth; bucit wil be fully known in hel ;” this 
© one head Reader, didſt thou but underſtand 
ÞF what is included in it, would ſtab thee to 
the heart; and the thought of this one loſſe, 
would be enough to imbitter the comforts 
: of thy whole life. The ſoul of man is cal- 
"led the man, Job.4. 19. thoughnot in a na- 


taral, yer in a moral conſideration ( faith $ 
e 


one upon that place ) it being the moſt no- ptr - 
ble, the moſt excellent part of man, 'and pars bona 
tis uſual rodenominate the whole from the | {En 
| better pare, The body is but an houſe 'of anremces- ** 
clay, its foundation is in the earth; bur the ſqvit#+ © 
' ſoul the inhabitant in this houſe, is of an Laila @.7 
Angelical, ſpiritual nature; The genera- *f princi-,. * 
F tion of this was from heaven, Zachariah a £o-g a 
12,1, ob 4.19. \ 
+ The operations of this are moſt noble, i 
the Redemption of this coſt the blood of 
God, Pſal. 31.5. Acts 20,28. this is that 
part of man which1s capable of the Image of 
os Maker, Cal, 3,10, Epheſ, 4. 24. the 
Fworking-out the ſalvation of this, is the 
whole of a Saints care and labour, Phil. 2, 
'14, 'tis upon the welfare of this, that the - 
body depeadeth for its unchangeabl- eſtates + 
Fwyhat a loſſe then wil. the loſle of thig be Sd 1 
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4% cannot ballance the lofle of one ſoul. | It a 
. «temporal life be: more worth then meat, ' 
+ andthe body then rayment, what is an im- 


nAnHearthencan telus, tharit is an yur q 
matter co-beare the lofſe of an earthly houfe 

for ent bodies; when wedie ; bur ceftain- 

Iyo1t wil be hard to beare' the want- of 'an ' 
heavenly habitation tor thy ſoul. Let him 

that boughr this ware, ſpeak toits worth, ' } 
and thy lofley What is. a man profited, if be 
ſhall zain the whole world, .and loſe his own | 
font ?. Or what. fhall a man grve in exchange |}! 
{or his ſoul?\ Matth, 16, 26, Behold what” }-- 


* ax incomparable, whatan irreparable lofſe I 
"$5 here. It is ſuch a loſle, there is none” Þ 


like itz; The gain of the whole world, 


mortal eternal 'ſfonl worth £ Couldſtthou 
fer thy ſoul to (ale for all the world, yerfor 
#2ll that thou wouldſt be a loſer, nay, as 
the rich man, a beggar. This is an irreco- 
verable loſte 5 It thou loſeſt one eye, thou 
haſt another; '1f tkzou loſeſt one limb , thou 
 haſtmore; ifchon 1oſeſt thine eſtateg*thow . - 
maylſt recover 1t again; if thou boſeſt thy } 
life, thou, mayſt be a gainer by ©it, chow Þ}. 
mayſt find t aguin, © Matth, 161! 25, but 3 
taou Joleſt thy ſoul ar death; thou- haſt! no- | 
more z/'there1s noſerond throws 26ths eaſty = 
nk: ; 0:7; 
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| in - The loff of thefoul, | rrtateff of all, 8g © 4 
[no afret-gamet6 beplay'd ,"thou att gone,” 
Frhou arc undone for-eyer, Hete 15/4 loffe * 


—— 


b( man) that may make thy hair ſtand an 
4 thy head, yex, thy heart to ake when. . 
Fthoureadeſt or chinkeſt of it, do_ not thine 
| _—_ tingle, and thy loines tremble to hear 
or 1t 7 
\ */ When God would ſmite the rich fool , 
| undet the fifth rib as it were, and ſtrike him 
fo home, as that there need not a fecond 
- thruſt/; he doth-it' in theſe words, Thou 4 
foot, © this night thy ſoul ſhall be yequi- 
' red of thee, Luke12, 20, Ah © fad len- 
| rence, wherein every. word ſpeaketh wo , 
* every '{ylable- ſorrow and ſtghs; Had it 
* been, Thou wiſe man, the meſſage might 
have beeri wel-come, 'and death <defireable 
- as paſſage to eternal life ; bur 'it's Thoy 
fool; had it been this year, or this month, © 
nay; hadir been this week, the' man _—__ 
PF have —_ Ree ated _ pI ; yy 
 Itis, this night owl ſhatl be -requared "of 
_ thee; Had: it bt irs might * - riches 
Thall be required of thee, how harſh would: 
| ithave founded in his'eares who had no 0- 

* ther God but his gold; "who like a Mole li-, 
ved! in the earth "as hiselement'! Ohow' * 
karÞ would -it beth part this woven 
AC O1 | mucKk- 


'- ©  muck-worm, andhis Mammon of unrigh-. 
reouſneſſe ! bur it is not thy filver, bat thy! 
ſoul ſhall be required of thee | Had it 
This night thy relations ſhall be required of 
thee, thy wite and children, Ka all thy 
kindred ſhall be required ofthee, what hea- « { 
vy tidings would it have been to his heart, 
that had had no kindred in heaven! with 
what wringing of hands, and watering of Þ 

. Cheeks, and f{ighs and ſobs would ſuch Fl 
news have beenentertained-! - many an eye © | 
would a tender husband and father have caſt 
upon his loving wife and loyely babes and 
O how would his eye have afﬀfeRed his 
heart with grief and ſorrow , to conſider 


- that theſe thriving hopefal plants muſt be | 
removed into another foil, that this near 
conjugal knot muſt be nntied, and he and 
» hisdeareſt relations, who had ſo often , 
and ſo much rejoyced rogether, ſo ſuddenly 


be ſeparated, and that for ever! but it is 
not thy wife that is one fleſh with thee, bur 
thy Ypou'e chat is a ſpirit within thee 
"7 ſoul ſhall be required of thee, Hadit been, 
his night all the means of grace ſhall be re- 
; quired of thee, it had been worſe then the 
'\ .... lofſeofalimbto him that had had any ſpi- 
| * rifudl life; the Ordinances of God Os 


Y « La 


ereaſof l. 


| Foul, areasthe Sun to theworld, without 
- Iwhich (notwithſtanding all its earthly de- 
bi ats ) it would be = a place of ark: 
| neffe, and of the ſhadow of teath, Matth. 4. 
16. but it is thy ſoul , the former might 
. have ſpoken the mans condition very dan- 
' | gerous,, but this ſpeaks it alto other de- 
pert Thou \fool , this "s ht th fonl ſhall 
| be required of t « * The ormer although 
:fad, are yet nothing to this, not ſa much 
'33thenoiſe of a _ to the noiſe ofa 
Cannon, This is the great Qrdnance 
which includes, and yet drowns thoſe ſmal- 
ler pieces, 
;., Couldſt thou,ſaith one __ the fore-Ci- 4,67. us. 
| ted Text, urchaſe a Mono of all the pug. 69. 
world , hadſt t thou the ry pi f the Weſt, 
the Treaſures of the Eaſt, the Spices of 
*the South, the Pearls of the North ; all 
| is nothing 1 to this incarnate Angel, this in- 
valuable ſoul: O wretched worldling, 
| what haſt thou done, thus co undo th foul! 
Was ita wedge of gold, an heap of earth, 
i anhoard of filver, to which thou truſtedſt * 
4 fee they are gone, and thy ſoul i required, 
# Alas pgor ſoul, whither muſt it go? to hea- 
vent, No, there is another place for wan- 
' Go ye into everlaſting. fire”, 
pre- 


. - "oh 


99 The leeaſthe ſol, thegreaeftlof 
” 4d forthe Divel” ind his Ages. thi- 
eVrled' it go with heayineſle of hearr in-|, 
to 2 Kingdome of darknefſe, a lake offir 
tortures, Jn 

Readet, if thou art not new-born, put}. 
this caſe to thy ſelf, and ask thy ſoul: t}r 
all come with an habeas corpus 'for thy by-B; 
dy, and the Divel witli an al. Ph inal | 
for thy ſoul; when thy ſoul ſhalt lexve t 
all its emit into” 7 far Write wth | | 
Divels and damned ſpirits are the inhabji-! 
rants.,- where- ſcreeching, yelling, and 
_btimſtone is the meat, and'a cyp of 'pnte 
_ wrath without the leaſt |\mixrure” 48 the 7 
drink, whereyveeping and wailing js their]. 
"Afure thy {elf if thou dieft unſanQi- * 
Ge thou' wilt find fat miore,and worfe then 
all this. 
Or day ſhall that be, when thou fhaltleave this | 
' manſon, andenter into an unknown Regi- Þ 
on!who can deliver theefrom' doſerunpns 
-Lyons * whothdll defend the® from : 


a priſon of horrible conifuſion, and terrible : 
*twil doin ſuch an hour , when the 'grave þ/y 
dwelling of thy body, and" paſſe naked" of 
ES "Frovling is the language, where Fire and 
calling where 2 killing death is all their | 
O my ſoul, Taith Bernard what 2 terrible 
helliſh monſters, Nows 


F. Theldſſe of the Sonl, the greateſt, 93 © 
-F Now thou moſt unworthily undervalueſt® | 
"[thy precious ſoul, little caring what, flaws 
by n thou cauſeſt in this Diamond; like 
the cock on the dung-hill,- thou knoweſt 
-# not the worth of this Jewel, but preferreft 
4 thy barly-corns before it, I. have read, 
'F that there was atime when the Romans; did 
E wear Jewels on their ſhoes;; thoudo'ſt worle, 
ou crampleſt this matchlefle Jewel under, 
y feetz whil'ſt thy dying body, is eloached 
'F and pampered, thy ever-living {aul. .is-na- 
E ked and ſtarved ; ſome write of Herod: ( 1 
'F ſuppoſe becauſe of that infant maſlacreq ;)Ic, 
was better to be his {wine-than his Sonne'; | 
for when his ſuperſtition hindred .bim, from <& I 
* {laying his bogs, his ambition helpr, -him A 
to kill his child, - I ſay, it were better to be 
> thy beaſt than thy ſoul; thou catſt every 
1 morning aud evening, what ever: happen 
1 take care that thy beaſts be watered,and 
foddered, and. many-timesin the day look 
abroad after:them, to ſee what they.ail, and |. 
accordingly take'order for their ſupply ;,and 
et. O man, or rather O- brate, lhe 
- let thy. ſoul go an whole day, and_.never 
- feed it with the ſer meals of prayer, Scri- _ 
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Y pre pk meditation, yea, and inan whole 


y-(nay, it may be an whole week "i 
WR as 
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g4 The lf of the ſoil, greateſt of all. 
225k thy ſoul in good earneſt how it doth » 
what it watitecth , whit fins it hath ro be'Þ 
mortified , what grace it hath to be be- 'FÞ 
ſtowed or increaſed , What ſpiritual nece(- 
finies to be ſupplied. 

Reader , Is it not fo ? let conſcience 
ſpeak ; and canſt thou1ead theſe lines with. F 


out bluſhing and heart-breaking, that thou Þ 


ſhouldeſt ſpend moretime and ſtrength up- Þ 
on thy beaſts chan upon that ſoul which | 


trugh it ſelf faith, is more worth than a F 


world ? Matth.,16,26, which is created ca- 
pable of ſuch an high work, as pleafing, 
gloritying, and enjoying GoJ, and of ſich 
an happy reward as the immediate and ecer- 
nal fruition of, and communion with his in- 
finite majeſty in heaven! Well, this ſoul 
thus defpiſed, when loſt, though then too 
late, will be eſteemed, Hell will read thee 
ſuch a Lecture of thy ſouls worth, that it 
will make thee underſtand it, and believe 
it whether thou wilc orno, and then thou 
. ſhalt have time enough (in thar eterhity in 
which thy ſoul ſhall be loſt) to befoot rhy 
. felffor thy deſperate madneffe, in gtatify- 
rg Hy bruitiſh fleſh, and thus baſely neg- 

ing thy ſoul, that heaven-born Spi- 
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The loſs of God,the ſouls loſs. 
- Sixthly, Thou ſhalt by death loſe rhe 
infinitely bleſſed God; this is the lofle of 
loſſes, the miſery of miſeries, the very hell 
of hell, ſuch a loſs as there was never the 
like before it, nor ever ſhall be again after 
-It, ſuch a loſs as no tongue can expreſs, as 
no heart cat conceive, yet ſuch a lofs as thou 
FI ſhalt know fully , when experimentally, 
F* The four firſt loſſes might have been born 
& with comfort gnd delight by the perſon 4 
* that had bur gained this good,and the firſt fff * 
* could not have been without this, The 'e- 
- ternal death of the ſoul conliſteth in 1ts | 
fartheſt ſeparation from that God, whoſe 
| favour is far better than life. This 1s 
| the loweſt round in that ladder, by which - 
.thou ſhalt deſcend into the bottomleſs pit. 
4 This is the foot of this black bloody ac- 
count, the head of that arrow which pier- 
Þ ceth the hearts of the damned, 
Upa is the worſt _ and fruit o un, 
"that it is privative of our unjon with ar on. 
fruition of God : Depart from me is as ter- 45 Wes 
'F fible a word as everlaſting fire : Ah whe- 7 
$ ther do they go, that go from him © when ©, 
K healone hath the power of eternal life: how - - * +? 
| diſmal, how dark muſt that dungeon be, POIPAED. -- 4 
TE where this $47 will not ſhine in the Yeas bt 
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' The loſſe of God, the foals toff. i 

egree, with the light of his countenance. 
Ris be allot Monkade of do ioafiiu 

for ever, Jude 15.the hell of the bypoctices 
- Which will be hotteſt, of all, is. ſet: our byfm 
this, Job.13.; 16; the, hypocrite ſhall. noel 
come before. God, . Couldft thou haveÞF 
all'the mercies. that the world cangive, yeel# 
1nchis want of  God:thou wouldeſt.be com 
pleatly miſerable,. : Ten thoufand words 
cannor. ſpeak a ſoul mgre unhappy than? 
thoſe twowords, ' Without God, Epheſ.: 
2.12, Thou mayeſt be without riches,with-" 
our. friends, withour health, without liber-Þ 


. : * 


ty. nay withourall outward, bleflings,, and 


yet blefled : but jf without God, thon at 
curſed with. a ;curſe, . When. God would? 


_ "NM copchall arguments in one.to perſwade to Þ 
In $I. "4 duty, this 1s.1nſtead of all, Qbey my Varce, *® 


> >. 


Fn, *ad.1 will be yoar.God, Jer. 7,23, ., when he 
EF. vould diſſwade and drive. them /from/ ini- 
- pecedence QUIEY, C1515 the ſtinging whip, Be infiru- Þ 
,  ſuccedunt\ ted. O Terw lem leſt my- ſoul aepart from % 
=  denſe#ent tÞ;, Ter, 6. 8. When he would ftrike Irgrl | 
” Deorcce- dead with a blow,, this is it, Wo 4nto them i 
— denefue-  phen 1 depari from them, Hoſ.9..12, How Jad: 
© vil 44 . ing; is that of Saul, 1 am (ore diſtreſſed?: 
"> io. 
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"Ffming grievous to the Saints. 
- Ea a partial Eclipſe of the Sun cauſe fi _—_ 
z.droopin 


m the whole Creation; whar "4 
Will a total Eclipſe of this Sun cauſe * how! -" 
*monrntully doth Micah bemoan the loſſe of | 
ff his dunghil deity! Te have taken away my 
god, and what have I morie and what 1s ve 
te ſay tunto me. what aileth thee? Ju 
$24. ſurely the damned; as they will "phe 
infi itely more cauſe; ſo they will with: 
FE more hotrour and anguiſh bewal - the loſfe 
Fof the true God; though all the rears in 
F hell are not ſufficient to bewait the loſſe of 
{this tieaven, If the body from which the 
© foul-is parted be ſach. a deformed: {ad ( 
$ Qacle, what ſhall che condition of that Ga: 
be;from which God is parted $5rever? |. >| 
1rHow unable are:the children of God to: 
bear theabſence of God in thislife;rhougttt 
itbe'bar in-part;and for a thort cimeg-> rake 
Heman, \P[al, 8812, 15.: Lord', why caſteſf\ 
os off wy ſoul * mhy hideſt thou thy fate? 
me ?' I am affiicted , and. ready | ito 
A ie, es 1 ſuffer thy terronrs, 1 am diſtra-" 
#ed.) Obſerve. the:igood man' is ar(deaths! 
ty and no-wander,'when as to: his appre=” 
hienſion: the life of his foul had teft him : for: 
bog zh:no man'can ſee the effcncial face of: 
© _—_—_ yet no Sainc can live, un- © 
* H tele 
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Deſertians grievens tv. the Sxints, I 
lefſe he fee: the providential face of -Gbd, F 
Conſider Jab. «make of courage, one'thar | 
had entered the liſt againſt Saran, and foild Þ 
him, The Sabeans and Chaldears were t001 } 
hard for his fervanis, and. captivated his:cat- | 
cel, but job-was-too; hard for them, he con- 
tered them; the winde that blew down 
: houfe on bis children, could not: blow | 
down the tower of his confidence. his hold } 
en Chriſt, yetwhen this valiant Warriour 
comes to encounter with the withdrawings } 
of God, how exceedingly 1s. his courage 
withdrawn, Fob 13. 24. | wherefore hideft 
thow thy face, and holdeſt nee for thine enemy | 
iv ra , are all the appearances from heaven 
ſo black and lowrivgs Why is it thar 1'ſee: 
not the former fmnles of thy tace © 'O-what |. 
is the cloud thar hinderech che: light of thy I 
countenance from ſhining on me! Whar' | 
ſta is the miſt which is gathered about the. | 
tre Sun, impeding my tghtof thee i} 
Behold our Lord. Jeſus himfelf,: that] 
could bear the ſpitefal; buffering: of fore; | | 
ngs- of -others, the/ſcorn'}* 
many,z that could: ſuifer'Þ 
he ' one Apoſtle, rhe denial of Þ 
another, and the unkinduefle: of L 200 $- 'Y | 
: 5 VI1-TI) } 1 35-24 .1-888 Þ 
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Deſertions grievous to the Saints, 99 
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| without complaining; yer when the Deity 
did but withdraw it ſelf for a time, that the: 
 taumanity might ſuffer for ohr ſins ,| h6Ww 
- mournfilly doth he.ſigh ont that expreſhi- 
on, My God, my God, why haft thou forſaken 
me £ Matth 27.46. It was not his torturing 
from men, tior the terrours of devils, not. 
"the preſence of all the powers of darkneſs 
thar Chriſt complained ſo much of, as the 
abſence of God : Now meditate, O'fin- 
| her, if 'thedeparture of God;'thongh- pats 
#al and temporal, were'f6 tenible to his 
Saints, to his Son ; how intolerable will 
' the lofſe of God be to thee; when it ſhaltbe 
total and erernal! Do they mourn fo-bit-< 
terly when for 2 (mall momenthe forſaketh 
| them; though with great mercies he gathe- 
rec them; Whed in a little! wrath he hides 
Þ his face from them; thoagh with everlas 
78. Fl he hath mercy on them 1/z, 


| $4.5,8. "How bitterly wilt thou complain, 
4 Fen hethall forſake thee ro eterniey,when 
'Þ tot beſtow on/ thee the leaſt rhercy or the 
"I feralleſt kiridnefſe! This will bea woe with 
\Piwitnefſe : Suffering may be the portiofi | 
If Sainey ;* die" feparation: from God' the 
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100. The lofs of God. 

comfortable preſence of God-is = oreat- 

| _m__ eſt felicity of the ſaved ;. ſo the full Wwith- 
*mec} alic- drawings or abſence df God will -be the 

_ oreateſt miſety of the damned. 

 Deiin a- 

© :..7i Now thou doeſt not value the, enjoy-, 

$ ſ#7p!4ii. ment of God,thou thinkeſt often that he 

| Aug, d© i t00. neer thee 4 the coming; of God- to 

KF tib.s * thee is as tothe Devils a torment,. Matth.$, 

: 29; 1t be draw nigh to thee ſometime in,a 
Setmon, in-2 private InſtruQtign; in a.moti- « 
on of his ſpirit, or in a conyiRtion; of thy 
conlcience , thou wiſheſt him farther off 
with his preciſe laws, that thou mighſt haye 
more liberty; for thy fleſhly luſts : The 
voice of thine, hellith -heart unto God, is, 
Depart from 'me,, T deſire not. the knowledge of 
thy wayes, Job 21.14, Well, 'thy petition F 
{ball be oranted to thy deſtruion, and God 

- wilt take thee at thy word,'and give thee 
thy wiſh to thy woe, when thy.doom ſhall * 
betodepart from him, Luke 13, 27. Maith, | 


25:41, and. then thou ſhalt know. th In ; 

comparable worth of him + thy.'und 

diag ſhall be cleared, though not. changed, | 

that thy knowledge may increaſe; thy for- 
QW-; "Thou = ROW wilfully 1 AY 1 

Him and his Will : (ſomeneverJook-uy 

phe Sun, bo wn Eclipſe) bor chen cho 
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| i | ſhalt be grievous tothe wicked. 


fhalt know-ſo .much of him to grind thee 
with tormenting grief for thy lofle of him. 
| Asa priſoner through the grates may ſee 
{ thie coſtly apparel, the precious liberty, the 
| pleaſant and plentiful proviſion which '0- 
thers enjoy , whileſt hejs'vexed with hun- 
ger, nakedneſle, cold, and bondage 3 $0 
thou ſhalt ſee bread enough in the Fathers 1 
houſe, and the children ficring round abour 2 
F his table, eating bread, and feaſting in the 
Kingdomi of heaven, while thouart periſh- 
ing with hunger : Thou ſhalt ſee thoſe Ri- 
vers of pleaſures, wherein the godly bathe 
| their ſouls, thoſe ſoul-raviſhing delights: 
| which they enjoy in God, the fountam” of: 
all good , whileſt thou art ſentenced to am 
$ eternal ſeparation from him, 
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I Now tell me whether the ſinful wretch 

Þ be not a loſer by death, when he ſhall lofe” 

I ab his wealth, friends, and vpportuniries of 

© grace, the company of all the Saints, all his: - 

4 falſe hopes of heaven, his precious foul,and 

; $ithe ever bleſſed God; & tel mewhirher ſing" 

*Khow ſweet ſoever it bein the commiſſion, * . 

{ Þ will not bebitterin/ the conclifion; whether = DE” 

Jin fact-an hour; the Devil-willnotpay thee.” *. _ -® 
alt wages, for all thy wicked works; ©. -, =: 

1: = H 3 whe- 
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F 162 A pirfettion of fv after Jedth 
whether it be worth-the while to continue 
in thine unregenerate eſtate, though thoy- } 
couldſt gain never {0 much, when it will 
certainly end in ſuch ineſtimable lofſe, In 
2 word, anſwer me whether the greateſt | 
pleafute thou canſt gain for thy fleſh, the 
greateſt addition thou. canſt gain to thy e> 
fare, by a ſinful irreligious life, can coun- | 
rervail the everlaſting lofle of God and thy 
foul. 
-!/Bur- this is not all, (finnet) I have not 
dohe with thee ; yet I have told thee a lit- 
de of tliy lofſes for the whole of it , no 
can tell, no pen can write; I will 
nowtell thee-thy gain by death, and then 
do: thou caſt up 'the accomprt, and tell me ]* 
whether thy wickedneſle will not end in 
woe. | 
Firſt, By death thou ſhalt gain a curſed {x 
perteQtion of ſin, (if ir may be called a per- F 
feRtion) Upon e:rth the moſt-notorious fin- Þ 
ner 'is a lion chained up, and kept in, but: | « 
ii hell he will be let looſe, and then his ra- Þ 
venous natureand cruel diſpoſition will ap-' 
-—-* pearto purpoſe, 
- Gurnals * - * Thou yer ſtandeſt in a ſoil (ith that } 
© xagaipWy accurate ' Writer) not ſo ' proper for the It 
{#57- «© 1Hpeningot fingwhich will not come tots! 
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© Falneſſe, til tran(: planrednncohel.. Thou 
who art here ſo maidenly and -modelt, as 
ro bluſh at foe fins out of (hame,and for- 
bear the aQings of others out of fear, 
when there thon ſhalt ſee thy cafe 254 
ſparare as the Devil doth his ; chanthou 
wilt {pit ont thy blaſphemies with which 
thy natureisſtuffe, with the ſame malice 
that he doch, The vileſt man in this 
world 1s like a {wine in a fair meadow ; but 
m'the other world, there wil be the wal- 
lowing in the mire. Thy heart now1slike 
whe Sex whichcannorreſt, bur is ever caſt» 
wy op nie and dirt of fin, forming ont thy 
ame, yet ſtill ir s ſhut np with bars 
fa doors of reſtraining grace ; hitherto 
ſhale chou come, and no further; and here 
- thal thy proud waves be ſtayed; but then 
& the doors wil be opened, the banks broken 
F down, and the flood-gates taken ups and 6 
| whatedcluge, what an overflow of ftn will 
obethere! Here if God ſhould nor par a 
idle iato the mouth of thefe unruly 
fair and hold chemi, there would beno 
| living For Saint among them ; bur then 
| whence 
{3 reins 
- Own n geeſe, 
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| be laid Zens reſpect) on , 
and then they wil run 
H 4 to. 


ood fhall be parted From chem, 
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Sim the bell of hell. = 


tothe {ame exceſle of riot and fin with che Jp 
very divels, on fuf 
\ | All the weeping in hell will not waſh thee 
: orient a whit the cleaner, and all the fire there wil Jt 
©” coxfirme- not conſume the leaſt of thy drofle. He that 
| Turin 15 filthy at death, will be filthy ſtill, and he that dj 
pant is unjuſt then, ſhall be unjuſt for ever. Rev. 
| 22,11. | 
Arcem om- Hell may fitly be called, as Tertullian F 
| pune?” called Pompeys theatre ( the glory of old: Þih 
"1-1 Rome) aſtye df filthineſle, Every bottle F 
of wickedneſſe, wil. be there filled with 
thoſe bitter waters; thou that now makeſt 
a match with miſchief, ſhalt then have thy 
belly tall, Here fin is thy kia and defile- 
ment ; but chere it wil be thy he), -chy pu- 
niſhment, Here thou ſporteſt with it , but 
there thou ſhalt ſmart for it; now it isthy | 
pleaſure, but then it wil be thine eyerlaſting | 
pain. . 5 08 = 
Sin 15 ugly to a Saint onearth, nogwith- | 
ſtanding all -her gaudy attire, and painted | 
face; but O what a deformed monſter wil 
ſhe be in hel, when ſhe ſhall be ſtript of all 
her ornaments of pleaſure and profit, and Þ 
_ when all. her paint ſhall be waſht off with 
Rivers of brimſtone. ' F thus pteach, and Þt 


* Fhusfhink « faith Chryſoſtome ). that. 56.5 Þ 
ON. | i l n 
; A f ye more b 


” * Sinthebell of hell: 
Inorebirter to-fin-againſt' Chriſt, then to 
ſuer the torments of hell, And holy An- 
elm (aith,. that if the evil of fin were prof- 
feredto him, and thetorments of hell, he 
had rather chooſe hell then fin, Thus 0- 
dious {inne is xo agodly man in this world; = 
and ſurely it will not be amiable to a wick- 
&d man inthe other world ; but they who 
now glory in their ſhame, will chen be a- 
ſhamed of their glory; and find: their luſts 
'more burthenſome- co them ( how hghtly 
ſoever now they go with them) then ever - 
Priſoners did their chains and ferrets, 

It <2; ſoul be ſo unhealthy in ſo pure an 
ar as this ( comparatively ) is among the 
Saints of God; how diſeaſed will 1t be 
in-that miſty Region of darkneſle, in that 
'Peſt-houſe, among Divels and infectious 
ſpirits ' - 
>2, Thou ſhalt gain by death 2 fulneſle of 
Jorrowz when thy fins come to their high- 
iſt degree, then will thy ſorrows likewiſe, 
both 1n regard of intention and durati- 
SON, : 10 
+I, In regard of intention; / and how 
great this will be; am not able to tell thee; 
Vhenone was defired to paint the _ 
Jnquiſtton, be took a Table and- belmear- 
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ed it with blood, implyiag- che torinencs {gli 
were ſo icrael nd dlndyy ahas his peacitF! 

could not delineate them; Sure I am Pha: Fe 

leris Bull, Low-countrey wracks, and all | ani 

out-landiſh cortures whatſoever, are but} mi 

plays and bug-bears to the ſufferiags of the | A 

"damned; There areno forrows like ro then | ya 

forrows, wherewith the Lord afficterh] þ 

Ynum gut- them in the day of his fierce wrath ; It the} 

on ceneie Wrath of God be kindled bur a licele, andfiin 

rm mare 2 [park thereot light into the conſcience of Fig 

— , "2 Saint, what a work doth jr make'* there | w 

forber. Lu. j$ NO teſt in his eſh, nor quiet in his bones; | & 

when the arrows of the Almighty ſtick | y| 

within tim, -the poiſon thereof ſoon drinks | { 

up his ſpirits. Pſal. 38 3. Job 6,4, what] 

wil their condition then. be, againſt whom þy 
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God ſhall ſtir up all his wrath, ?ſal, 78.39. | 
Hell is aid to be prepared for the Divel and 
his Anpels, Matth, 25, 41, as if the Al-. 
zehty-and: infinire God had fate.down, 
ſtudied the moſt exquifite torment . 
that could be, to infli& oh them, As when 
he would glorifie the riches of his mercy, 
on them. that love him and keep his com-F! 
mands, he provideth fulnefſe of joyg/and- }* 


- 


greater pleaſures than the heart of man/ Gan, | 


*. 


| The wrath of Ov 0 
Iyorifie his Tuſtice in the higheſt degree on 
[them that hate him, and wilfully break his 
JLaws , he prepareth fulneſle of ſorrow, 
{and greater pain then any, yea, then all the - 

{| men in the world can poſſibly comprehend, 
| A melancholy man may fancy { faith one), , __ 
yaſt and terrible fears, fire, (word, tem- xolds on 
peſts, wracks, furnaces, (calding-lead , #9{-:4. þ 
Looyling pitch, cunning bell-metral, and be- vs WA 
ing kept alive inall theſe, co feel thar tor- 
ment: "but theſe come far ſhort of- the 
wrath of God, for firſt there are bounds 
#t co the hurting power of the creature ; 
= fire can ww but it cannot drown ; the 
ent can ſting, bur not teare if pteces. 

2. The Hams of the heart are bounded 
{ within thoſe harrow apprehenſions which 
{ie ſelf can frame of the hurts which may be 
[cone, Burt the wrath of God probeedstrom 
an infinite joltice, and is executed by an 

Omnipotent and unbounded power , com= 

prifing all che terror of all che creatnres , 

Casthe Sundorh all other light ) eminent- 
y and exceſhively init, It burns and drowns, 
and tears, and ſtings, and canmake mature 
"Kel much morethan reaſon is uble to com+ 
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14. The wiſe man givesachallenge tothe: 
whole creation, to find out-aperſon char? is 
ſtrong enough ro'undergo/ſucha burden\;) 
and certainly. none ever:dared to accept: the-Jhi 
challenge; How intolerable hatiy fuci a Jh 
weight been to'them-that are Lyons torÞ 
ſtrengthand courage? This cauſed-Davids 42 
broken bones, and watered: couch, This $1 
made Hemanat his wits 'end, Pſal. 88. 15; 
This made” Spira that feven years monys? 
In hisfin> ment of Gods juſtice , -('as Mr, Shepherd Fi 
-* Gag calls'/him )” to roare ſo horribly - our of ar F! 
guiſh of ſpirit, © This made Daniel chooſe F} 
rather to be-caſt to the? 'crnel Lyons," then 
to carry about withhim fucha ravenousLy-Þ 
- .onin his conſcience, © This made ſome of Þ 
the Martyrs to feel a very hell in their con-"þ 
ſciences after their recantation ; no wolfe 
inthebreaſt, no worm /in the bowels; 'no 
phrenſie ſo ont-ragious: as' a gnawing cor-+4 
roding conſcience, Us 
-  Ifthe wrath of a King be as the roaring : 
ofa Lyon; O what is the. wrath: of God ! 'Þ 
and if his wrath be fo. terrible in this world, 
where there is ever ſome-mixture. of mercy" 
with.it, what will it bein the:other-worldy } 
when the ſoul ſhallhave a cup of purenvrathy * 
todrink; when God ſhall ſhew 


Sing thecreature, -and-preſerving it. cofeel [79mm7 
« ths WO avimam 10. 
| [thoſe torments 2 '- (bo knoweth the power of \tenremytt- 
2 this anger ? Pal, 90, 11.) there will be tr4- 14 corre” 
2 Jhulation and anguiſh, indignation and wrath"), iow 
 Yanthe ſoul of every man that doth (evil; Rom, remretjnet 
(42; 8,9. 1 There is fire-co burn,- and | brim-1f*, Pe: 


... AngMecdt- 
{ $ fone to choak;. Math 13.:46,:and; chaitis'vi ge lib, 


\o-bind, -and fetpents ro (ting, 'and> worms/21.cap.3- 


Mo gnaw.,- Mark 9.44 F«dec 1.24 and dark- 
[ Faelte to affright ;."there-is variety,” univer-' 
"Flity/1andextremity of rorments, : *i.£4u- , a, ;,;4 
| pe;adtuires it; -and faith, thar\for.vehes 1. 21.6.13: 
wency,of. heat it exceeds our firg, as much 
Fours; doth: firepainted on the wall; -:But: 
File ſufferings oh thy ſoul will be the: ſoul of: 
hy ſufferings ;.\tlie.worme that |never dy- 
Keth, will be the killing death; 'when thou: 
Thalt remember all thy;formen:4infutplea- 
I fares, of which nothing remainerh:biit thy 
I preſent ſhame and' pan; when thou ſhale 
4 *fle& upon the former offers thou haſt had, 
+ of all the dainties which others teed-on in 
# heaven,; and deſpairnow of eyer obtaining 
T'rhe leaft crumb that fallerh fromthe Ma- 
+ ers table'; when thou ſhait-fore-ſee the 
© great and terrible day!-of; the Lord Jeſus * 
© he re-unizing of cbyi body © thy foul, hx "> 
oe Og | E- 
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caſelefſeand | endlefſe. rorments which for 


b.+- Ne afwand body muſt endyre/'togerher; ay 8 I 
F pat will hortibly pe ex thee, thy preſentſ#4 
wall lamentably confongd thee.” th 
EE” anne tortures will uof) _— kably affright 
= 


2 
- 
"4 
>. CQorments. 
p oy 


-thee.'' Oitwill bea fea thin co fall ve 
ta the hands of the living dry Heb, 12\ 
__ one touch of.ic; made a man; ar aj 


= he ſadly, Have pity upon me 


IÞ 


| Find, , have pity pon we, for the hand © 
hath 


touched me: Job. 19, 2; One! 
blaw of it broke the batks of the Angels, 
Jade 6, Alas ſinner, what wilt thou 


-” Uunderthe hole weight of it tow wilt 
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thy heart endnre; orthy hands be ſtrongy: 
in this day that the Lard thall thus deals Þ 
with thee! the Lord hath ſpoken it, and W| 
will dott; Ezek, 22,14; + 

Now thou-canſt hear and read, mic alle 
of hell; and benomoretrotbled . then Phy- 
fcians.areat the many diſbaſes which affet ; 
their Patients ; nay, it' may be choy-doſt 
Eng 

art ing of ens 3 if 

idler exncrotheged Lis to/ Hor Yo | 
in-law, and warn thee'to Kan he fs 


EET 


ag erg nn 


and brimſtone will be thy portion'; he 
nethto thee-(as Lot to them; Gen, Ig, 
$: )- as one- that mocketh, - thay thinkeſt 
aGhe is in jelt.; but” they feel what they 
ld not feare ;, now they are ſvfferive the 

of tterndl. fire. Jude 7, - and. 

"gil thou, if God prevent it nat. by n_ 


4 | 


is heart, and refor thy life. 

{though now thou art pes 2s that pl 
Eſta thou fitteſt in, and the'pillan thou lea- 
(Fneſt on, areas: much affected: with - the 
{| thre: rap" denunciation of the judgexr 
1! nents of God, as thiow art, :yet then-thaw 


>e ſenſible eftiongh ;. 2nd thine: otyR: #0: 

4< nas; wt weep .enough | when! T 
| - ne:to that place, where is nothing: buy; 

weeping and mailing, and gnaſbing | of 1eevh.;; 

ah, 24. 51; As the ve. of God 1S'& 

Inc vo unkeovin love, Epheſ. 3; 18, 19. 

kne:know jt folly hue they that enjoy 1K 18; 

gry; ſo the of Ged is 'a knawn un 

wn anger, Pſa «90. II, none can knaw 


Aly buc they chatſhall feet it erer- 
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foover 4 7thore was Nothing elf 
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"The pains of hell aol, 


ble, ar"the « everlaſting duration: of chem-1þ 
and 16 here it is; the poſitive patt of rhye 
puniſhmetit will be permanent; "there the Þ 
worm dieth not; and the fire is not quenched; | 
Mark 9.44. and the privative. fr alſo hall | 


be perpetuil -” thou ſhalt ſuffer ever | 
perion from the ney the Lord, WH beſ,'} 
t:9. Thou fnideſt in thy eternity, and God L 
will make theeſuffer in his: eternity, 1 
Thou” fineſt againſt an infinire Godz Þ 
aid therefore thy puniſhment muſt bent F 
nite; which becauſe it cannothe, in regard: 
o iicention , thy back?is: not ſtrong: e- 
nough to bear an infinite ftroak ;. therefore 
ir muſtbe'in duration; Infinite power can-» Þ 
not infli& greater or longer paines than (in. 
fitice Juſtice-doth call for. "Fhe debt «thou: Þ 
dwelt to the” righteouſneſs of Cod will be 
ever paying, and never paid; and therefore | 
thou ſhalt not eſcape'our of that priſoh; rilk. | 
"9 haſt paid the nitermoſt far thing , Math; ' 
Z F: 23 | is 
-  Teaferi, ut | "The comtmind' of Cains Caliguls to the 
pe ſen ſe:- Executioner (after he had condemned a” 
' malefacor )-was fo to ſtake. thad th "2 
might feel themſelves | 
pains of- ant endurin 


bee eveliſtings 


Ny reconciliation after death. 
will heever, ever dying, and/never dead 5 
| Sn | ſeek death, bur not - find - ir, fol- 
-lowafter it, but it will fiee from them, Rev, 
$9.6, - 
1 F The fame Author reporteth of one that wore” 
mqueſted of Tiberius Ceſar death rather js grajen. 
{ than long impriſonment, how he was an- 
' fwvered by the Emperour ;. You and I-are 
| not yet friends; The ruth i is, ' the puniſh= 
© ment there muſt needs be long, yea ererfial, 
'becauſe God and the ſinner ſhall never be 
friends: In this life. God treateth with the 
foul by his Ambaſſadours upon :terms of 
peace 3 nay, he beſeecheth che ſinner to be 
| reconciled. 2 Co7,5.21. the carnal man flill 
þ continueth j in his enmity againſt God.) 'wal- 
king contrary to Mfim, and fighting againſt 
hitn ; God continuerth many a day; to ſome 
{© many a year, offering peace, defiring there 
+ may be a league made ; onely it muſt be 
offenſive and deftenſrve; it muſt bear holy 
& peace; and league! againſt rhe Devit ,. the 
© world, and -the'fleth ; upon this rhe fianer 
preaks off, he will not be an enemy to his 
d curſed friends : now at death this Trea® 
dieth,and the breach chen-continuing it 
e- for -ever, | Then the 
g of Kings _ his rerrouts: ro ſec 
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tliemſclves: nfarray againft the finnev, and 
proclaimech open and erermal war, 

. . Reader, for thy fouls fake tet me beſeech 
- thee to ponder this but one half quarter-of Þ 
©-2n honr every morning, that the pain which 

fin bringeth will be eternal, © how may / 

take off the edge of thy love to thy mol | 

leaſing luſts! 'Endlefle mifery muſt needs | 
be enſeſedſe: no condition {o intolerable as 

'miferable condition that is unalterable, 

acomfort to a woman in/'travel, w/the F 
mid of her ſharp throws and bitcer pangs, | 
to think: theſe will have an end ; the 1 
of, that doth much help her to hold out; 

; wo and 2las they whoſe end is datnna- } 
ion; ſhall have damnation-which hath no 
&<d. "O07 V1 == \\ 
«It doth: much ſapport the Saints under | 
the anger of God, that though it be ſharp, | 
x wul be but ſhort, his anger endareth bus I* 
for a moment, Pſal.30.5, but then willinot F' 
the heart of the ſinner be rent in- pieces 
with tage: and deſpair, to. \know- that the'F 
_ of God: muſt abide on ' him? Fol 3. 

D | {1 © 221.311 220109 008 
: The:: Egyptians three. ddyes: darkneſſe} 
was clteemed 2: ſore plague, bue what will J* 
thy puniſhment 4O ſaucer) by Hg F 
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"No reconciltment after death. 
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- word, ever, ever; the moſt cutting word in 
compariſon of it is healing z the bittereſt 
word, in reſpect of this, is {weet ; Defpait 
will be the cutting off of all hope; ano 
have hope, the anchor of the ſoul, cur off, 

| willbe the deepeſt cur in the world; chen 

| the veſſel of the ſoul will be liable ro/-all 
ſtorms and tempeſts imaginable, | 

' Suppoſe that one of thy hands were t6 
- continueburnitg in one of our fires, as mas 

,By millions of years, as thete have beett 

minutes fance the Creation, conldft. thou 
; undergo it with any patience '* pave 
_  thinkelt thou of it? Alas! this were a mer 
CY, aheavenito the miſery of men in hellz 
} what wilt pv do when thy whole mail 
| ſreffer\the vere eance of eternal fire? |ude 
; gp cas dell with % drvonring fire'® 
'  mbu cag dwell with everlaſting burnines* Iſas 
Tri I 
F It s toried:of one Roger Biſhop of $wliſ- 
T @vy, chart being in priſon extreamily' tortu- 
F: retd; live-he would' not; ind die he could 

' noe: 1raly: fiich will the caſe be of tebelli- 


pilladc. comes awd dig! for it! more that? 
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halt ſuffer utter darkneſſe . Mlackneſſe of 
darkneſſe for ever, Jude v, 14, Ah wounding 


Þ7 onbonis,/ thoy tail long for deach, bor. 16 | 
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| for hid treaſures;. ..:O how would they re- 
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Eternity hath no end, 
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joyce and be glad, if they could: finde a 
grave! but a;being muſt be given to them 
thatarein miſery; and lite'to the bitter” in 
ſoul : Ic acalle: death indeed.” becauſe 
aan 15 neither deſired there, nor can it pro- 
perly be ſaid to be enjoyed; it is a living 
death, or a dying life, ſuch a death as ſhall 
never taſte of lite, and fuch a life-as ſhall ne- 
ver taſte of death; After the murderer of + 
his ſoul hath continued in that lake of fire, * 
as many thouſand years as there are fiſh in | 
the mighty Ocean, and as there are crea- 
tares great and {mall upvn the whole earth, 
and as there are ſtars in the: heavens; and 
after this as many millions of ages as there 
ate hours in all the fore-mentzoned time, 
yet-after all this his torment will not be 
one' moment neerer to an-end, O eternt- 
ty, eternity, eternity , what art thous ro 
what ſhall I liken thee, or with \what com- 
pariſon ſhall I compare thee Thou arthke 
avaſt Ocean which hath no banks, like an 
outragious fire which knoweth-no bounds, [| 
like thegrave that is never ſatisfied, likethe } 
barren, womb that never faith; It is enoughz I 
in reſpec of God thou art like'Melchiſedec, |} 


without father , without mother, having {| 
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| malignity of fin, the deceitfulnefſe and'#a- 


- bur 1n thee jt js Thar they are executed, In 


- laſciviouſneſfe; when he ſhall-imbrace de- 


| fire (inſtead of feathers) ſurrounded with 


s.,” whena-cup' of the pure wrath of 'an 
;nfieely in Sale] God. Aha be preſented 


"Sunnis ſlallhaveendigh in eternity, © 117, 
neither beginning of dayes;nor end of life, ; 
In reſpe& of the good, like'a day which 
had a morning, but ſhall never have»ariie- 
vening : in reſpect of the bad, like a night 
which had'anevening, but ſhall never have. _ ....- 
a morning; \In thee iris that the pſi 
and ſeverity of God , the 'fintulneſfe 'and_- 8 


nity of the world, che madneſle and deſpe-- 
rate folly of ſinners will ſufficiently be. de- 
monſtrated,” In time” men are whipped; 


thee it is that men muſt ſuffer long, for all 
their abuſe of the long-ſuffering of God, 
In thee it is that the ſwearer ſhall have e- 
nough of wounds, and oarhs, and blaſphe- 
mes, when/he ſhall have Devils wonnding 
his ſoul with'their fiery darts, 'and when he 
thall blaſpheme the Name of God through 
extremity of  torments, In thee it is that 
the Adulterer will have enough of luſt and 


formed Devils; and lie down in a bed of 


curtains of frightful fiends. - In thee it is' 
that the drankard wil have'enough of his 
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Sinwers ſhalt have enough in bell, 


{ 
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—7o him, and he forced to drink is all up, 


though there be eternity to the bottome.. 
Inthee it is that the Sabbath-breaker ſhall 


_ haveenqugh of diſturbing Gods reſt, when 


hefhall be tormented, and have no reſt day 


nor aight for ever and. ever, | Repel,14.16.. 


Inchee it is that the Atheiſt in bis faruly 


ſhatl'/have enough of his prayerleſine(s and: | 


regardleſteneſle:of God, when he ſhall be 
ever, ever praying with his whole: heart for 
2-drop: of - water to: coal his tongue, and 
God hall never, never ſhew -the leaſt re- 
& towards bim, 'In thee-it-15: that the 
bypacrice wil have enough :of- putting off 
God with a painted holineffe ; when he 
thall find a real-Hell. - In thee, laſtly, it is 
that thecovetous worldling, that-l1ke Corah 
5 {wallowedup of earth alive, and yet hath 
never enough, ſhal have fire enough, pain 
enongh; and wrath enough in Hel. 
Conſider this, ye that forget- God, left 
ke tear you in pieces, when there i none to de- 
liver you; Pſali 50.22, | Good God ! whe- 
ther is man fallen? what deſperate hard- 


nefſe hath ſeiſed.on his heart; that he ſhould | 


beevery'moment liable to ſuch a boundle(s, 


bottomleſle ſeaof ſcalding - and yet 
inſnleo it, wiſe td whi cans | 


1 Shalc thou look hence forward upon the 


| amock of ſimworſe t 
x not; the ſting in fins tail deterre thee nagye 


- Well, whoever thou art that, readelt this 


- dueto thee fot thy ſervice to fin; fin pay- 


ven, and 4s; thou; axt-a living creature oN 
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cerh | him ; Ab did but che (eduted world © 
*balievethy,word, they would mind .Qthe 
* works than a6w they do; | . 


+ 'But, Reader, chat is thy judgment? is 
not: the niirth of oy ſinger that 'maketh 
an madneſles Should 


than the falſe beauty of its face allure thees 


moſt delightful-ſinas any better than Clau- 
ins his muthrome, pleaſant, and poiſon? 


Uſe , be confident; Fthis,and ten chouſand 
tiines more 1s thy birth-right ;; thou art; by 
axhre ar heir to this eſtate, that lieth, in 
the valley of Hinngm: All this:is the wages 


efh-all chat, die its; ſervants 'in ſuch black 
mony ; aid /ſhoyldft thou go out of this 
world befotethou art new-born, thou ſhake 
as aetainly find and-feel more than all this 
inthe other world; as there is a Godin hea» 


earth. The God of tryth;hath ſpoken. it, 
and: who ball fdif-ahoul}: it? Match, 18; 3. 
Matth,5.29.Feb1 3-3, shotgh thou art not 
aRuall | nidder' it; Yet clien apt eyery mor 
mentllable tit 3 this cloyil of load hangs 
FINES I 4 | mght 


q 


Serious Thong fb ll 
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«night and day over thy head, ' and thou | 
'knoweſt not-how ſoon it may break-1and | 
ſhowre down upon thee, - The decree arid Ph 
"ſentence is alteady paſs'd in. heaven , that Ju 
'thou who turnſt not' in time, ſhalt burn to e 
eternity z-and'thou canſt not tell how-ſoon }f 
"God may ſeal the warrant for Th executi- | 
On. C 
Bellarmineis of opinion, vdk one glimpſe bi 
"of  hdl-fire were enongh to' make” a 'man 4 

*turr, not 'only Chriſtian, but Monk,and'to ' 
4live after the ſtricteſt order; Drexelius tells. 
25 of a young man given'to his luſt; that he p 
\could not endare tolie awake in the dark ', Þ 
'#nd'on a time being ſick, he could not ſleep 
?21night-;/ and then he had theſe thoughts, 
"Whar! is 'it ſo tedious to lie awake one | 
Tight 2- to'lie-a few: hours in the datk; 
Whit is it then to lie in everlaſting chains 
of darkneſſe ! 1am here in-niy bouſe, on a Þ 
{oft bed; kept from ſleep-onenight; O to © 
lie in Aatnes; and in darknefle everlaſting, 
how dreadful: will that-be-* ' this was't e 
means of his converſion, | 
-- O'that'Reader, what-I have written, 
night wotk ſuch an effe&-upon thy ſoul ; 
How abundantly ſhould I be ſatisfied, or fall 
my pains, Torndy ſhould 1 blelſe that 
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Y "moron. 
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1 $God,- who by his: providence call'd-me ro 
1 his task 7 Shall I entreat thee ( as thon 
{ [faſt the leaſt ſpark of true love to thy dy- 
: [ing body, to-thy immortal ſoul, 'to'thine 
\-ſetern4l peace ) to break off thy fins by re- 
| fpentance, andAieall ungodlineſle as hell ; 
[for doſt thou nor perceive out of the Word 
of the living and true God, that though thy 
gk may be ſweet in the ad, yet her endis 
Her 4s rt =aiy ſharp as 4 two-edged melolls 
? feet co down to 2 death, her ſteps take 

; ph 5.445.” 

And in 0 ito! I defirethee-to * 
ſerve is iithoſe dire&ions I ſhall.” 
wpivethee inthethijrd' wiſe; - for Þ would not 
wnly:open the” fore and ſhew-its danger, but 

alſo by the help of the  Phyſiciaw'of ſouls, 
Gerpacs aplaiſie theLord enable thee to 
#pply 3 it for thy cure. } 
«Fake a manthar'is moſt addicted to his 
| pleaſures and bring him to the month ofa 
rnace red hot, and flaming, and.ask him, 
{How much oſcaſire, woutdfb thou take to 
| continue burning in this furnacefor one day? 
4 ihe would anſwer undoubtedly; A Ewould not 
+ > tormented in 'it one day,- to:gain- the 
wholeworld, and: all: the -pleafures of it ; 
ask him a ſecond time; ahac reward. wonld 
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4 youtake toendure this Gre halfa day? ' piD- at 
i what: reward - yo | wil, there 1s 216-\thy 

thing ſo precious whiah he.would buy 4-1! 

deara rate'as thoſe torments ; and yet how 
. comes it: to pdfle' O: God, that for a little 

gain, and that vile, for alittle honour;: and; 

that fagitive; for a litcle: pleaſure, atd that Fh 

facing,men ſo little. _ bel-fire which kke 
is eternal, tl 
-By this.time I drindes: in chinanes tat 
Drex.ofe- derſtdndiog,; Ind-\ thoy: el. clearly that. on 
[ce third there is a difference between.the death. of! pix 
” Rhols- the righteous and theyicked ; that as: theJy ; 
| dapbre. ſame perfunke; which ismottal to the rave-; $4 
nous vulture, is tefreſhihg tothe trae Dove; thy 
thatas' the. fame hearb which curech men. 
ftung with ts killer beaſts 5 forthe Þwi 
' ſamemortal-diſeaſe which, cuterh the God- Þ.gt 
ly of all their ſpiritual and bodily diſtem- Þ* 
pers, killeth' the wicked; they are kiledwith | 
death: Rev, 6, 

Heavinefle to 2 Saine, may endure fie 
the nightob this life,- but -joy wit coble Þ x 
in themorning of death ; ' whereas the txeſh- Þ 
eſt ſtreams of linfuldelightsgyil entlin.a Galt, 
ſea of forrows and tears, | lt s 

' E come: now to.a ſEcohd: uſe, -andcahet 'D 
vilthelyaerobermigatio, " Ifit wi 8 
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gethey who! liave Chriſt foreheir4/ Fen 
by theit death ; then; examine 
hether thou art one of them, to whom 70 
le trill -be o4iu,. dike 2 Merchant, caſt 
7 ſhenecompry between God and thy ſoul, 
e& how much chow art worth "norm 
jer world ; It is good husbandry to know 
| eſtate of thy: flock, Prov. 27, 23, but 
there 184 ie mn er 0 the 
ate of- thy -foul, -of-communing thy 
ws heart, Pſabs&.i5; Linnt 6 g des 
ties ta bve known [to others; and/to die 
nknown tothy felf9 to ſpealss fo-ofren; 11398 
ſomuchto others, and yer-its the'ma- {:yofhin 
years that 'thiu haft lived, never ro {1f, the 
ve {pear one/ houte in ferious difcourſe ot” 
th thy felf; aboutthine eternal condition, his un- 
| Tat bicomentelice far evans " 7 Rei ts 
© Friend , it: maybe thou baft been' very bas | 
Tolicirous i to ">a whar- fhalt befalt cliee aber 
\whil't thou liveſt; is there:not. enore canfe \," ag 
br thee robe inquifirive, whar ſhy} befa!k proculque 
thee when:thougheſte : Irhink® ir concern: 2% | 
ech cheero be fairkful- and Qibiigenc [about 
 thswork of examining thy fout;;! whecher 
Rn hg cw life, when all. rhy!hap- 
hangs 0n'this hinge,” even'rhine' e- 
TEroniepy Thivial matthrwmay be 


| paſſ” 


DO” LE TEES 


_— 


paſſd overfleight ly, bac chings of weif 
miuſt-be? minded ſeriouſly, - Reader,” halle 
thoirevera matter of greater or equal conhy' 
cernment to thine rock geable eternal Wii 
ſtate? iArenot "P following thy tradelfs, 
thy providing for thy-famuly, thy -eatinglgc 
drinking, fleeping, andthe moſt neceſlah 
ry thidgs thoucanſt imagine 'about chy-ont [47 
ward man;:but rattles and babies, but roysfhe 
and trifles:iin comparifor of. this ? v2 
Suppoſe theticle' I am. ſpeaking. of, dif 
but concern an eſtate.in Land of 100 pound 
© per” anwam, which! thou 'wert : buyingj(; 
3.  wouldſt thou - not conſult with this and 
- that man, , whether the: Title'were good of (ſ 
no? -wouldſtthou thigk'two: or three day&s | 
ill ſpent; inſearching and adviſing to” pres | 
vent the cozenage of thee: and thy-- chil- | 
dren: Anddothnot thy ſoul, thine eter- 
nal eſtate, deſerve -more- care, more time, Þy 
more pains, more con(ulting, ſearching Þ 
and queſtioning, for fear; of. an -everlaſting i 
miſcarriage? Let thyireafon'be judge 3Þ 
Had not.:thoſe wyets. need to beſtrong;Þ} 
that have ſucha weight as thy eternal wel-Þ 
fare hanging on them 2] -- Should riot -that Þ 
Anchor be caſt ſure, ; which is entruſted; 
with a veſſel: {o richly ladeni:as hs 
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chiefly 30.be conſidered. 25, 
ul, that Jewel of .ineſtimable value more | 
xth than a wortd Can that foundati- 

i be too firmly laid , that hath ſuch a buil- 

Ming as eternity of happineſle depending on 

wt. Without queſtion, thoſe deeds and e- 

{ndences ( if everany ) had need to be: un- 


ſeſtionable , that convey the jnheritance 


—_——___ 


*which is incorruptible, undefiled, reſerved in 


eaVecn. | | | 
- And rhe rather ſhouldſt chou try.thy ſoul 
hroughly , becauſe ſhouldſt thon content 
Jaby (elf with a counterfeit Title to heaven, 
as moſt men and women amongſt us .do ) 
Wy vertue only of ſome deeds. which: the 
Javel and thy carnal heart Have forged, and 
Jſhouldft ſo dy, thou wouldſt afſuredly be 
lealt with as a cheat, and caſt into the pri- 
{on of hell, and then thy condition will be 
moſt lamentable, becauſe it will be jrreco- 
yerable | 
IF thou miſſeſt ar all when thou dieſt, 
Fhou miſleſt tor alland for ever : An er- 
for then can never be mended; there can 
dÞ no ſecond throw caſt, no ſecond. Edi- 
tion come forth to corre& the errors of 
the former ; but the great work for which 
thou wert born not being, done , thou arc 
undone to cteraity ;.. and then ( as godly 
5 men 
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* Mttters of he fowl 
inegboſogk * pros in this world ; whi 
tve, 'Pfal, 7 Js 2, for their corrapt 4 
on) rhot! wilt Pefool thy felf itt the & 
ther world, when thon dieft for thy pt 
finr . Jer. 17. tt, thar thou ſhould 
chink rhe rotren pope of 2 little profeſſie 


of a few vurvrar priviledges, Ms tt 
900d meanings ( as thou c | chem) could 
bear the weight of thy ſoul and thine er 
teffe ſtare , that hi ſhouldft build { 
fie rly for « dwelling of perpetuity, ' 38,” 
thy heart therefore to allthe words that F pa p 
arto thres for it is nota vain thong, but” 
fort thy fe e, Dent, 32. 46,47. | 
d, the great queſtion which 
tell pot to che, will'be this; Can 
, », lay, Totherto true & Chriſt thy gain by 
EN Un death ''dependeth on 'this, Examine” th 
to pierce ſelf thronghly, prove thy ſet, mhither thi 
ous" art in the faith or m0,, 2 Cor, 13, 54 "The 
_ through; Eagle rryert her young ones by / the Sn 
becaulc by whether they; be of the __ brood' * 3 
£ piers: * as fome affiryr; do thou $7 £ 
3 tryed what Sun ofrighreonſheffe, tie en \* 
7 bg by chine 1ngraffing into” Chriſt, * Avk T- 3 
*  therfoung fool Whether it be acquainted with thenew }* 
or No, birth, the new etonay the Divitie"ns- © 


_ 'the - refieming: inf the ſpirit" we 


aol hewikes 


d. - the ſandification 'of *S Spirit, the 

wkiog after the Sprrit, _—_ ge of God, 

be writing of his Lows in 

aw of the Spirit of life in » Ob: p- Boy 
| | callin Go wF unteſſe rhon haft that one thing 
by all theſe things, thou haft no- 
| = then arid nor till then,” rhou haft 
roſt thy line, ſhot the gulph, art ſafely: 
znded p/ Chriſt . and BR attained that 
je ever 26companierh ſalvation, _ © 
7 Biit becanfe (this. ſeH-rryal , though it 
bea neceſfaryduty, yet isa work of much 
a&fficulty; Tr iseafer for a man to ſpeak 
tothe ſtarelicſt King in the workd, then to 
himſelf as he ought to ſpeak ; and becauſe 
naturally, mens > fores and cotryptions make ' 
"_ {o enwilline' to be ſearched for. feare 
of Pain, hall annex twoor three quicken- 
e-motives to perſwade thee to 'this much, 
xegleſted daty, | 
1, Confider how eafte and ordinaty, It 
is to be deceived, though it ,beiaa work 
ff ſuch infinite weights, now, where the bu- 
is weighty, and the miſtake ordina- 
py and cafie, "it requirerh thee to ſearch 
Fg: 1t's one of the mt, ordinary 
in the 'worltd,! for a child of 
Cn to live and dye "afleep in fin, 


and 


KA —"Woſ regligent of tet ſou fate, 


and. never. dream ofhell, rilthe cage to. | 
ike in the other world -in a bed. of fires : 
ON, deceitful heart will be night and-,d | 
> thee to ſleep, and the divel will DE 
ire ol keys cradle rgcking.. | 
how. very very few are there chat. J 
will ie be raded rocaſt up. their ſpiritual b- 
Accompts z but like men. that we ſay are. 
ſe natighe, loath the thoughts of. 
looking into, or ſummin ing up their eſtates x 
or like ſome women, w en they come to; 
be old, turn the back-fide of their looking-!. 
| ag towards them-, 'as unwilling 't04 
e their Fe wrinckles. , " and ' defor-; 


4 
' 


mi 
Neg of thoſe that do ſomerimes eXde. 
mine themſelves; how: many are there that + 
doit ſleightly and ſu peril ly, contenting;” 
ae with falſe marks, quickly. bes 
lieving what they would have, even -all to 
be well till they are ſent to be undeceived 
in hell : 
©  Mand mother to King; Henry the ſecond, | 
"i being beſieged at oxford, ſhe got away with Þ 
E- Wires apparel in the ſnow ;undiſcovered. [ 
- Bris odo many hypocrites with their profeſſion / 


of ſnow like purit e among: but | 
God buns th he, EY "= 
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An hypocrite the Saints ape , 129 

WO ——— - te er rt nm nm ——re——— 
$ All js not 'gold that gliſters, nor is a!l | 
© Brace that makes a fair ſhew in the fleſh , 
| there is much counterfeit coin in the world, 
| thar goeth currant among men, as if ic 
F were as good as the beſt , 7, there i3 a great 
$. deal of counterfeit holineſſe in the world , 
Þ 2 great deal of civility, of morality, of 
& common grace, which 1s taken ( or rather 

| miſtaken) by men for true faving grace 
mach fancy is taken for faith, preſunpti- 
on for nope, ſelf-love for Saunt love, and 
worldly {1ghs for godly ſorrow, 

- What can the Saint do, but as to the 


ourward appearance, the ſinner may do the 
fate? as thedivel is Gods ape, ſo is the * 
:felf-deluding ſoul not ſeldom the Saints 


| "Doch the Saint abſtain from groſle ſins? 
© doth © he whoſe AED conſiſted fo 
Smuch in Negatives, Luke 18, 11, Dorh 
the Saint pray? ſo do the Phariſees, and 
makelong prayers roo, Matth, 23. 14, Do 
the Saints faſt? Nehem, 1. 4, Dan, 9, $0 
F< they, Matth, 6, 16,9, 14. and it may. 
; etwice in one week, Lake 18.11, D 
The Sainrs give alms? Acts 10, fo do they; 
Watth, 6:1,2. Dothe Saints confeſle fin; 
te {1n0e 10 hte” very ſame words, 
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7 A nt hypocrite, the Saihts ape. 


1.54.15 24, Doth Ephraim repent? Jerc.31. 


Acts, 13, Doth Hezekiah humble hi 


18. fo. dorh Judas, Matth. 29,3. -Doth, A> 
bram believe! Roma, ſo doth Simon Magus, 

miclf 
2.Chron, 32,26, (0, doth Ahab, and walk 


_Hfoftly into the bargain, 1 Kings 22,15, 
. Doth 

Gods will: Act,13.22. you ſhall hear thata | 
Jebu thall: do very, much, and that by ates 
MRtimony from Gods own mouth, 1 Kixgs Lo. ' 
3X, Thoxn haſt done well in executing that 
which was right in wine eyes, thou haſt done | 


the man after Gods own, hart fulfil all 


unto the hoake of \ hab according to all, that 


' Was in mive heart: Whae a great reſem-'] 
blance 1s there in all [theſe outwardly? 


bur a vaſt difference -inwardly,; The un- 


godly ſometimes do attain to the outward ! 
. a&tions, but never to the inward ſanRified | 
affections of the godly. As :the -painter | 
may paint fire,. but he cannot paint heat, Þ 
That 1s beyond his $kill, Many titular Þ 

Chriſtians are like the 0-yx-ſfone, of which! 


Naturzliſts write, that it1s clear and bright: 


in the ſuperficies, but dark 'and -muddy at? 
he center; men of civil converſation, but] 
- not of ſanRified afteRions; Now allthis; 
calleth aloud to thee, totry thy ſelf whe-J. 
ther thou goeſt beyo 


nd them, that do all 
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Men oft deceived in examination, 131 


\ —————— 


| before-mentioned, and yet come ſhort of 
heaven, g-- ;f1 
- Beſides it--is not ſeldome that a true 
Chriſtian, for want of a prudent trial judg= 
eth himſelf unſonnd ; As the face of Mo- 
ſes, ſo his heart ſhines with grace, and he 
- knowethit not; Ciriit is in him, as he was 
' with the two Diſciples, and he (as they) is 
ignorant of it, Many Chriſtians like H4- 
zar, weep and mourn, that they mult die for 
chirſt, when the water of life 15 by them, 
yea within them. | 
There is that waketh himſelf rich (full: of 
F peace. and joy, trom aflurance.of Gods .fa- 
4+ vour an his ſalvation, yet hath nothnng, 
\ one jot of grace or true ground of joy) 
there js that maketh himſelf poor (perſwa- \ 
-  deth himſelf to bein a moſt wretched &« 
ſtate) and yet hath great riches, Pro.13,7,) 
| 41S! highly in Gods favour, and hath grear 
* ſtore of (aving grace. Ot - 
C | Not moſt comonly the error is on the -other 
© Aide, how doth every {waggering,orat beſt; 
T* .cvilized finer. pretume that he 1s, a Saint? 
1 how often hath he blear-eyed Leah lying 
T himall night, -and he thinketh ir is beautt- 
+ ful;Rachel, tilthelight of the morning dif- 
+ cover the contrary « how many. have the 
- kz Dol - 
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Devil and the world lodging in cheir arms 


and-embraces, and think it is Chriſt; the 
faireſt of ten thonſand, rill upon examina- 
tion it be found otherwife? 

Reader, take heed this be not thy cafe, 
that thou like Uy:1ah carrieſt lerters abont 
thee, importing thy own execution , and 
yet thou not know of ir ; it is ordinary for 


men to think they are ſpiritually rich, and 


increaſed with good, and ty have need of 
nothing , and not to know that they are 
wretched and miſerable, 'and poor, anid 
blind, and naked, Revel,3. 17, they cry like 
Agag , Surely the bitternefle of death is 


4 ; theres no fear of death, of wrath, of 


or datnnation , when they are liable 
every moment to be hewn in pieces before 
the Lord, tobe torn mPietes by the roar- 
ing lion : O how many a precions veſſel 


* (foul I mean) hath been fplit upon this 


rock of preſumption ! Doth it not there- 
fore concern thee to be ſeripus and faithful 
in ſearching thy heart, leſt thon ſhouldft 


he moſt) deceive thy ſelf about a buſi- * 


e of ſuch unſpeakable conſequence? 


Secondly, conſider the fewneſfe of them 
Civil for their life, or that oe | 


* 
&. 
! 
4. 
: $ 
y 


| 


- Word of God, and the works of men do 


| flocks of Kids, 1 Kings 20, 27, The good 


' little flock, Luke 1 2,32.0AY 4 little, little floc k, To wixpay | 


called a remnant, Micah 7.18, two orthree 
» yards remaining of fourty or. fifty, and com- 
' paredto zhe gleanings g's the vintage, = 
- 7,6, one or two bunches may be lett-un 


# are they to the many baskets full thac were 
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this,piricual life; every one almoſt that li- * 
veth within the viſible Church is ready to 
ſay, that heaven is his inheritance, and he 
thall eſcape the wrath to come ; when the 


+» The Church a little flock. 


Inn Sg — — 


clearly and fully ſpeak the contrary. 

The Devil hath his droves, all the earth 
wanareth after the beaſt , Rev, 17, 8, The 
whole world lycth in wickedneſs, 1 Fohn., 5.19. 
The enemies of God cover the earth like graſi- 
hoppers for multitude, Jude.7,12, they fill the 
Countrey, when the Iſ[racliter are like two little 


and the true ſhepherd calleth his flock # 


there being in the original two diminutives 7%? 
t0 ſhew ther fewnefſe, When tour, if not 3 
five Cities were deſtroyed . one righteous 
Lot with his [mall family is delivered, Gen, 
19.15, Whenan whole world is drowned, I 
a few, that 1s, ezgbt ſouls are ſaved, 1 Pet,z3, *' |: 
20, Therefore the children of God are * 


r 


ſome thick or outmoſt bough ; but what 
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gathered before. The Saints are'jewels; 
now how few are there of ſuch pearls, in 


' compariſon of pebbles! Mal.3.17. and ftran- 


ers, Pſal.119.19. how ſmall is their num- 
Her to natives, which are the worlds own, Joh. 
15,19, The Church of Sardis hath a few 
names onely that have not defiled their gar- 
ments, Rev.3.4, , 

Some have divided the world into thirty 
parts, and have aftirmed nineteen of thoſe 
to be without Chriſt, (in whoſe name alone 
15ſalvation) and fix of the remaining eleven 
To be F apiſts, which certainly are'in no ſafe 
way to heaven, and fivepatts of thirty on- 
Iy to be Proteſtants, amongſt whom they 


.., that read of their way of worſhip beyond 


the Scas, will find many of theſe to be but 
mungrel- Proteſtants ;-But (to wave this, 
and) to come to England, where it is gene- 
rally by godly men believed, that God hath 
as numerous an iſſue of new-horn children, 
as'in any ſuch quantity of*ground in the 
world ; and Reader, take the publick con- 


py —- 


_ doſt joyn with in the fo- 
maworſhip of the ever-bleſled God up- 


on his own day ; and ſuppoſe"ontie ſhould 


come and {weep out of it ii'the' firſt place, 


mm cm  * 
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= " The Chunch, alittle flock, 


a4ulrerers, extortioners, liars, railers, ſcof- 
fers at. godlineſſe,  Sabbath-breakers, and 
the like ;' upon whom whotoever looketh - 
with Scripture-ſpeRacles, may ſee the De- 
id vils mark on their foreheads, hell written 


{weep away much duſt, even a great part of 
the people of the Pariſh where thou liveſt: 
but ſuppoſe one ſhould come in the ſecond 
| Place, and purge ont your civil and moral, 
| yet un{an&tified men and women ; ſuch I 


. mean, as are fair and juſt in their carriage 
and dealings, you cannot ſay black 15 their 
eye; they pay to every man his due ; theſe 
are good ſecond-Table men and women; 
t1ett Religion conſiſteth altogether in their 
tishteouſneſſe towards men ; they will nor 
| fora world wrong their neighbour of a far- 
| thing, bur they make no conſcience of rob- 
' bing God of the great fear, chief love, 
choice delight, ſtrong cruſt, which are due' 
to his Majeſty.; they know not what it is' 
» to know him and his will, to acknowledge 
thm by religions performances of prayer, 
 feading, and the like in their Families and 
Cloſets, they canſearce rell you what God 
q 15,\or what Chriſt is;- or what the Lord 
A K4 Jeſus 


Oo 


on them in great letters, they CONLINUINg/r Cor, 
impenitent ; would not ſucn a befome Gal. 


1 6.44 a PAIRS rot... 4 2 
8 hy as S T of * EL o EX v . 
. 


+: adi bt #2 ts aye on EW <4. 


"The Churchalintle flock. - C. 


Jeſus hath ſuffered or purchaſed for fingers: + 
As old as many of them are, they are more Ie 
ignorant ofthe natures,offices,ſtatesofChriſt, Jof 
of regeneration,juſtification,and ſanRificati- [ou 
on,than little children; and yer they are too +|en 
old tolearn ; the Miniſter cannot perſwade oF 
them to come to him, and be inſtructed by 
him in the principles of the Oracles of }th 
God; nay, and they will not believe that | tic 
ignorance 1s a damning fin, though God |y 
oi 
(; 


” 
_ 


hath ſpoken ſo peremptorily , That Chriſs | 
ſhall come in flaming fire to render vengeance | 
#n them that know not God, 2 Theſſ. 1.8, and | 
he hath told them expreſly, that men periſh 
for want of knowledge, Hoſes 4.6, Prov.1, 
22,29, bg 
Suppole, I ſay, one ſhould purge out all |: 
theſe civil righteous, yet ignorant and ir- |; 
, religious perſons , queſtionleſſe he would | } 
purge out two parts of three of the remai- Þ 
ning ill hamours ; how very many would Þ}: 
that blind Captain ignorance lead out of a | 
Congregation ? | 
But ſuppoſe one came, in the third place, ,} 
again, and takeaway them thatare righte- | 
Qus intheir dealings with men, and feem te= Þ 
I:gious in their duties towards God , that || 
pray, and hear, ang read, and laſt, and iny. | 


- . / 
AY 


" The Church « little flock, 


F 
| 


[i @their Families, and call upon God in 
{{ecret, and yet are only fo good to the eye 
man, being like ſome fruit, fair in the 
outſide, but rotten at coare, having ſelf- 
lends and carnal principles in all they do, 
Path. 3, and Matth.6, 
|- After three ſuch ſweepings, how few 
thinkeſt thou would be lett in a Congrega- 
tion, or in 4 Pariſh ? It Chriſt ſhould come 
with his whip of cords,and ſcourge all theſe 
out of bis Temple (whom the Word of 
{ God clearly condemneth) would not Jeſus 
be left. almoſt quite alone, as he was in Fohn 
e 


meerly in opinions, or hereſtes, or ſchiſme 
jand ſeparation from the people of God and 
publick worſhip , and from the good old 
way of faith and repentance, that minde 


neither Sabbarch, nor Sacraments, nor Fa- 


light within them, evea tall they come to witer 
derkueſſe 2 Pet. 2,1,2, Jude11,12, 1 John 
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Beſides all thoſe fore-mentioned ; how. 704 


many are there whoſe Religion conſiſteth 2% | 


Hijerom 


-mily-duties, agd truft for (alyatien to the . 


2,19, O how few are there: that ſhall be. 
faved ! - If MUpian complained, there were. 
| few true Philoſophers, have not we more. 
| Faulſero-complain, thergare few grue belic- 
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| = ers ; ; for who hath believed our report 2 and 5 


*. Galat,5.24, Mark 9. 43. Luke 14.26, Marth. mi 


and fromone end of the- 


whom is the arme of the Lord revealed, Tſai; 
53.1; '1m3 
7 The termes of denying a mans (elf, ofÞ'x; 
crucifying the fleſh, w th the affections an the 
luſts thereof, of cutting off nigh ht hands, andfve 
plucking out r:ght eyes, of hating father thi 
mother, wife, child. name, houſe, and landsI'wt 
(without which Chriſt will not ſave thelſhe 
ſoul) are (o irkſome, and contrary to thefet 
ſenſual brutiſh man ; that rather then ad-Jſb 
mit them, rhey will take their leave both 1 
of Savionit and ſalvation : Straight is the 
Cate, and narrow is the way that leadeth to life 
and fe ew there be that finde it, Matth, 1.6. 2.4 


li 


714. ; " 
Reader, 1 take not delight to nina} the [tw 
people of God, much lefſe to leſſen their 
number; 'The Lord knoweth, I have not; 
written this Head withotit ſome ſorrow of fi 
heart ; my prayer is like'that of Joabs, Theh 
Lord adde tanto his people an hundred fold, and I 
grant that his ſos may come from far, and hv : 
daughters from the ends of the earth, that tel 
Aominion of his fon may-be from Sea t0-Seax 
a unto thi wy 
bur mn all controverfie, they are« 


: 
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- T, he profit of ſerious examination. | 


aratively very few; and why doth the + 
ord of God mention itſo much, but to 
make thee more diligent and violent for the 
Ki 18dome of heaven! Matth,7. 13,14, If 
here were but few damned, and many (a- 
ved Our of the places where we live, I 
think it would behove thee to try upon 
what ground thou ſtandeſt , leſt thou 
ſhouldſt be one of choſe few that muſt (uf- 
tet the vengeance of eternal fire ; but when 
ſb many, when ſuch multitudes go in the 
broad way that leadeth to deſtruction,when 
he love of many waxeth cold ; and tis but 
an he almoſt that ſhall enduretothe-end, and 
beſaved, Matth; 24.12, how much,” how 
much doth it concern 'thee to look abour 
thee, that all things are right within be- 
xt God and thy foul ! 


E Thitdly, conſider the profitablenefle of 

aſcrious faithful 'examination'of thy eſtates 

Frhou haſt this ſpiritual flife, thy/ comfort 

dependech upon the knowledge of it, He 

Wat hath true grace, ſhall go toheaven cer- 4 
tinly ; but he only that knowerh it, ſhall P-nonap- 7 
wotoheaven comfortably; Whar the Law- prone 3 
jers ay of civil things; I may ſay of ſpiri- ſNcmibu, bo 
WL: "Things tharappear'nor, "are all one cm 
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to the grave with ſorrow, and refuſe to by.Þ; 


as if they wete not atal in being, What com-/ 
fort hath hethat is heir to a vaſt eſtate, 'rillF 
he know of ir, more than he that hath ng- 

thingto do with itz What comfort is ivtoÞ} 
thee that thou art a child of, God, a mem; 
ber of Chriſt, an heir of heaven, unleſleÞ/ 
thoa knoweſt it upon Scripture-grounds,F& 
If twenty or thirty are condemned ,, and . 
one be pardoned, this man torments him F 
ſelf with fears and terrours as much as the } 
reſt, till he knoweth of his pardon, DothÞ 


not many a Chriſtian, like Jacob, go dowt b 


that the Joſeph of their ſoul is dead, whey 
indeed he is alive, and in favour in the hee 
venly Court, as they upon a true ſearch andþi 
enquiry will find? vide Galat. 2. 20, 2 Pa 
IL,10, which will ſhew this to be a duty and 
attained unto by others, 2 Cor,5,1, and in 
deed how contented wilt thou be in all con 
ditions, when thou haſt once attained thiff 


comforted, pnely upon a falſe ſuppoſition, 
1 


knowledge of thy good eſtate God-wardl 
thou wilt bid every meſſenger welcome it 

his ſake that ſendeth him 3; thou needſt nol: 
tear any ſervant can night or day knock 


thy door with ill news; how will 
wil thou go toduty * and with what 


- 
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j* y perform them” knowing the God 
| 


_—_— 


#hom thon draweſt nizh to, is thy loving 
Paths ; the Chriſt 7; whoſe Naime ths 
Epproacheſt, is thy lovely Saviour; nay,how 
Fjoyfully maieft thou think of death, as the 
'Iportal through which thou ſhalt go into thy 
1h, aſters joy and endleſfle life! Believe it, 
4 thy life will be an heaven upon earth, And - 
| ſhouldft thou find thy eſtare loſt, will it nor 
Phe an infinite mercy to thee , that thou 
| Gd know it before it was too late! how 
Fill ic awaken thee out of thy ſecurity, and 
Fafrighten thee upon the apotoheafion of 
Fthy miſery ! how will it quicken thee to 
'mind thy duty! in loathing thy ſelf, in lea- 
| ving thy fins, and in flying to thy Saviour, 
(i converſion begins at ſelf-examina- 
dn; Firſt we ſearth and try our wayes, and \ 
» turn to the Lord, Lament. 3.39, The 
4 May to have our ſores cured, is firſt to have 
4 them throughly ſearched ; 1 conſidered my 
* wajes, and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies, 
"Ffal. 119,59, If thou wouldſt have thy 


xe clean, look into the glafſe of the Law, 


4 ac view thy ſpots: He that knoweth 
J pot-th: heisin : Frong park, will not targ 
hack rhoogh che farther he goeth , the 
Iibreater is his deviation and danger, Jer- 
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"142 _ The profit of ſerious examination. be | 
pm 31.19. PET was inſtruitea, or. after 1 aus | 


made Liown to my ſelf, 1repented, As All 
gall ſaid to Devid, If thou hearken to thy ſent” 
vant, it will be no grief of mind hereafter ul 


my Lord, that thou art kept. from ſhedding fe 


; 
; blood , {0 ſay Ito thee; If chou wilt fa : 
L tully examine thy ſelf, it will be no cauſtÞc 
of ſorrow hereafter to thee, that thou wenÞ* 
thereby kept from a further ſhedding the f ; 
blood of. thy ſoul. I will conclude this mg F 


PY 


| 1,6 '? * 4 a 334 a Wy 3.4 i, Tan 
f; corre tive with: the meditation of the .learn 


& Yows, and holy Biſhop, now with Chriſt, . : 
Geez. 2- . © That which 3s ſaid of the Elephany 
'**thar being guilty of his deformity, , he 

© cannot abide to look on his face inthe wa 

ter (but ſeeks for- troubled. and muddy 
channels) we ſee well moralized in,men}”; 
of evil conſcience, who-know their {oulg 
are ſo filthy, that they dare aor ſo muah 
as view them, bur ſhift off, all. ;ehecks .oti 
their. former iniquity, with. the. ex ales } 
of good fellowſhip. . Whence. it. is that 
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every {mall reprehenfion galls then, 

cane it calls HEE The ſoul home. on 

it ſelf, and makes them ſes a Slip ſe 0 

" what they would not : So. have I Loy , 
fooliſh ' and; timerous: patient , whical 
f knowing his. wound yery deep ,, wo 
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The profit i of ſerious examination _ | WE ; 


IF. not.:endure the Chirurgion to ſearch it; 
5. whereon what can: enſue, but a ſeſtering 
E of the part, and a danger of. the: whole 

| |; body * ſo have I ſeen many: prodigal wa- 
* ſters-run ſo far in books, that REY cannot 

© abide to hear of a reckonin z; It hath 
q*been an old and true Prover 4 oft and 
4 < ever reckonings make long friends ,, I will 
| a ſumme, my eſtate with God, that I 
F© may know what I have to expect 
ba an{wer., for z neither ſhall my 

f, ſcore run on (o long with God, that I ſhal 

© not know my debts, or fear an audit, or 


* deſpair of pardon, | 
- I come now 'ta the touchſtone, by which 
| thou muſt be tried, whether chou art true 
Solo or counterfeit; it js likely thou preſu- 
neſt chy eſtate is good ; well, art thou wil- 


ling. the Word of God that muſt whether 
thou 1 wilt or no judge thee tor: thy, eternal | 
ute or death at the laſt day, ſhould iry thee (po. 
i If. thy wares beright and goad, judicem;ad 
pn not be afraid to bring them our # x 


-dark ſhop, into the, light: 1f thy cena 


> ſound and g00d.. I Cnow thou gore 4 


Fa 


d t "Rho Trial at Jaw, even at the. : 


T0d, <I> = 
My 


P , 
> - . ; 
Te * , >” # 43 . 
”.. MH TY VL : oF Erf9 
;—=q 4 £14 bh eat « $3 ( 
x IP . % 
A.) 
" 
; a 
= 0 k 3 


—_ 
4x "a. 5. L &H -.% 
” 


— 


144 The profit of ſerious Examination, : 

'Tſhall try thee two wayes, t h bork|- 

will lead een ſame Mikes ; Yon + in-| 

7 treat thee to put thoſe four particulars toſ 

: thy ſoul, which in the beginning TI told} 

| thee were included in that expreſſion, Tom 
fo live is Chriſt, 

1, Ask thy ſoul whats the principle of 
thy Religious performances, what ts the 
ſpring of thy obedience ; men indeed jadge 
of others principles by their praRices, be-| 
cauſe they cannot diſcern _ the heart, whe- 
therir be right in a duty or no; but God 
judgerh of mens practices by their princi- 
ples, as wemay ſee by his ſpeech of Paul, 
Behold he prayeth, Act, 9.11. Pant was 4 
Phariſce, one of the ſtricteſt of rhem, and 
they were much in prayer, but God who 

knew his heart was wrong in former duries, þ 
takes not any notice of themz now behold 
he prayeth,, he might ſay a prayer before, Þ 

- bathe never pray'd a prayer til now when: 
he hada right Sachs: Ing regenerated 
by the holy Ghoſt, then and not till they: 
he madea right prayer, 'Til the Tree' be 
good, thefruit can never be good, "Matth. F 
4.17, Now Friend, whatis thewpring ple, | 
of thy.duties ? is it fear'of men apeorF 
honour, delire of gain, or mearly the op- | 
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| p ping the mouth of con (cience, or caſtomme? 


are theſe the weights that make thy Clock 
| to go? andit theſe weretaken off, would 
4 thy; deyotion ſtand ſtill? then thy hearr is 
| not right in the fight of God ;- intreat him 
for the Lords ſake, that the choughe of thy 
| heart may be forgiven theez, Or do thy 
1 piousaRtions flow from arenewed will, and 
| renewed affetions? Doth the outivard: 
- correſpondency of. thy lite to the Law of 
God, proceed from an inward conformity 
1 inthy heart to the nature and Law of God, | 
from the Law written within? | ifit be chus, "7 
thy condition: is. ſafe z. for the deeper the 
ſpring is from whence the water comes, 
the (weeter the water 1s, and -thy. ſervices - 
the more acceptable to God, '-*, ' -, +» 
| , "Speak thy (lf, whether thou prayeſt, - 
&© readeſt, beareſt, ' fingeſt from, the Divine 
I” nature wichijo,- from love to the infinitely | 
® amiable God, from the delight. thou takeſt- 
10. commumon with him in duties; - O'how 
I ſweet is that hony, that drops of its' own 
Mccord from the comb ! and, how pure is : 
+ that Wine which floweth freely from the. 
grape |. So grateful and acceptable is that ; 
kenficero God, which is ſeaſon'd with ; __ Z 
{Encerelove, Blefied i the 4.49 that feare'h tO 
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the Lord, and detighteth ercathy in Vs Cam- | 


mandments, Pſal, 128.1, ) 
Ot doſt thou worſhip God from the ſame 
principle the Sadduces do; who deny the 
RefarreRtion?: only from a defire it may £ 
well with thee in this life,- or from rhe {ire 


- principle from- which the: Perſians do- the: | 
divel: only from fear leaft' he: ſhould 'd6/® 
thee hurt ; ſurely char ſervice wilt be fowr, - 


whith like verjuice is ſqueezed: out of the 


crabs; To ſerve God with-a-filial fear is/ | 


commendable; but toferve kim from a' ſers 
vile fear is unacteptable, - + 


- The upright'C \riſtian workerh fron an” 


inward principle, the new Creation withinz 


and thenceitis, that fpiritnal things are fo 
regenerate - 
part, as weſce-in David, 1 delight to doi thy 
will, O my God 3 how-cometh} this: to pr: d. 3 : 
Law # 'y 
within my heart, Pſal, 40, $. or as it is", 
in Hebrew, Thy Law is in the midft of mybons- 
els, But now an hypocrite- uſually acteth 
from ſome outward principle; as the Pha-' 
riſes did, Matth. 1 3.14,27, -Matth. 6,7 35; 
the wind from without makes their Mill, 
tog0; ſome goads, or whips; fotce-them J' 
forward ; hence it is; thathike tired Jades; 
BEOE | wa eto : X ney 


* natural and delightful ro'© his 


bet froman inward principle 2 Thy 
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The trut Chriſtian follows Chrift. 


they are prefftcly weary, and defire no- 
- thing more then to reſt, and ceaſe trom 
fuch unpleaſant labour, 

2, Ask thy foul what isthe pattern of 
thy life ; whom doſt thou-labour. to itnj- 
tare, isit Chriſt or thy Neighbour?” Do'{t 
thou fet thy watch by the Town Clock, 6t 


by the tial of Scripture, becauſe chat ne- bo | 


| " faileth of going according to the Sin 
? fRighteouſneſſe? A man dead {piritual- 
DCE dead fiſh? ever ſivithimeth dowir 


| the ſtream' of the times, will follow 'S 5] 
* titudego do evili cannor endyre to "A Ox 


1ngular; like the Planet Aerts Ghent 
Fe anetCn with good, tis 7 gag 

ith bad,he is'bad'; 'c r like wats; ; pron f 
he fi ure of the' vel, what eyer it be; 
, W uch it is put; "But id a livin 
hiſtian 9 not drefle kimfelF by the 
*8lafſeof the tirties; whil'ſ he's in the Wil- 

erneſſe of this world , he may follow the 
<< nd of faithful Witneſſes, bjitit- muſt be 
fo farther then they follow ITY 1 Cop: 
{11,.1,, Chnſt is the great ſtandard by 
whicl 'he meaſureth' and. trierh,, and whi 
ndeayouterh to'tmitate it his thoughts; 
wn Zac tions; He doth us Yerbis rg | 
CK. es 2 praterites 
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The true Chriſtian follows Chrift. 
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ſuch words and-money as isCurrant at pre- |; 
ſent, but-lives after that example which 'Þ* 
was in times paſt ; the patterns of godly Þ- 
men-bear. mugh-- {way with him; but he 
Aimonet Lnowenh there ard, ſome | things in their 
Neve lives; which ate ſea-parks to -be avoided, 
WR Fntegn and not Land- marks to dire us ; there- 
q Jha, fore ike the-Eagle, he looketh moſt at the 
| - Sun, Cluiſt himſelf; "Now Chriſtian, 
examinerhy lelic whom doſt thou look yp- 
.on for thy pattern ; is itthy deſire and cate 
ro.regulate thy . Family and, life, as,fch.a 
Knight, or E pay or | Gentleman i the 
"2M Kb wher ou live” ordereth his. or 
Se Fear us | Nogbane 6 bÞ 


thou. loo! upon, and abor 
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-It is reported of FR em habng 
read theReligious: life and death of Fr 
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The true Chriftian follows Chriſt, 
I-whom Iwill follow; Sowhen thou read- 
1-eſt in the Scripture of the heavenly ' pious: 
* life, and holy patient death of the Redeem- 
er, how he $q all thingswell, and none 
1 could convince him of fin; is thy ſoul {o 
raviſh't with che beauty and luſtre of thoſe 
many graces, which ſhined ſo emineatly in | 
; him, that it breathethout, O that T were , # 
{ like him, O that I could be as meek and 
lowly as .Chriſt, that I could deny my ſelf, 
and deſpiſe the world, and glorifie God as "+20 
much as-Chriſt did, that the ſame mind, . þ*..*% 
{were in me that was in Chriſt Jeſus ! and (ofa by 
1 though to thy hearty ſorrow, thou ſeeſt how fomen a- - 
far ſhort thou comeſt of a perfe conformi- one 
ty co him, yet thou reſolyeſt ro uſe all means tiuneft ae 
appointed, that thou mayſt be. more like, bee- 
, thim, and concludeſt, Well, Chriſt ſhall, x2; fat | 
Fbe the only Champion whom I will follow; #nitawrer 
FAnſwer thy conſcience within thee, whe--/guiiutie, 
Fther ic be thus orno; for if thou art a living zenc.p.496 4 
IMember, thou wilt reſemble thy Head; F: 
Thoſe whom God did fore-know, he did prede— ; 
Wiinate to be conformable to the Image of his WT 
Sox, Rom. 8, 29, As the Image in the glafſe J 
4 zeſemblerh the face, in figure, feature, and <  _ 
$avour; fo doth the true Chriſtian after his, 
roportuon refemble es orgs —> 0 EY 
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| Chrif F the trae believers joy. _ Ne 
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3. Is Chriſt the comfort of thy life? P* 
when trouble like froſty weather overta; I 
keth thee, which is the fire at which thon 
warmeſt thy heart ? is it this friend, or that 
lace of preferment, or any outward com- 
Fir whatſoever; or is it thy Relation tg 
Chriſt, and his affetion to thee? when 
damps ariſe out of the earth, is it the joy o | 
thy ſoul thatlight ſprings down from hea-. 
yen; or do'ſt thon traſt to the Candle of F 

the creature, which will burn blew and go 
out 7 Is Chriſt (man) or the world Fel 
door throngh which thy joys come in, the | 
diſh on which thou feedeſt with moſt de» 
tight? If Chriſt ſhould give thee the long 
life of Merhuſelah, the ſtrength of Sampſony \ 
»rhe beabity of L4b/olom, the wildomey| 


wealth and renown of- Solomon, and deny Þ 
himſelf ro thee, canſt thou conteptedly bear: 
his abſence, or wouldſt thou- ſay as HamanF 
inanother caſe and Abſolon? 2 Sam;14, Þ 
F. 32. Allthisayailethme nothing, ſo long! 
| > qrenopbon as I may not ſee the Kines faces" \s- Artan 
EY” bazus, when Cyrus gaye him a cup of golay, 
a and kiſſed Chryſaxtas, told the King, T $: | 
£ cup thou'gaveſt came, was not halt {o good $Þ 
E:. gold, 2s the kifle rhou gayelt Chrſantaralt 
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; Chriſt is the true believers joy,, 15% © 
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6 the living Saint when Chriſt bleſ-: 

> (eth him _ outwardly, and ,with-draweth 

© himſelf from the ſoul; Lord, the cups, the 
wife and children, the food and raimeht', 

- the pleaſures and treaſures, all the earthly 


* mercies thou giveſt ro me, are-not a quar= 
ter ſo good gold, as the kifles of thy love 


4 which thou giveſt onto thy favourites; a 
” kiffe me with the kiſſes for mouth, for thy 
* love ts better then vine, Cant, 1, Remems- 

"| ber me,0 Lord, with the favour that thon bea- 

4 reſt unts thy children BY. (8 viſt Me with thy 

1. ſalvation, that I may ſee the good of thy cho+ 

T ſer, that I may rejoyce in the gladneſſe of thy 

"Nation, that 1 may glory with thine inhert- 

tance. Pal, 106,4,5, Look thow upon me, 

and be. 5185 la unto me, as thou u[eſt todo un> 

"| tothoſe that love thy Name. + Pſal, 119, 132; 

* -Theſeare the holy Petitions of-a' gracious 

© foul for a childs portion, Common mer- 

KW fies will never content them that have ſpe- 

Þ cial grace; nor ſarisfie them that are fari- 

© ified indeed. As the needle toucht with 

-the Load-ſtoneis reſtleſſe, till it points to- 

Warard the North, {o the Saine that is toucht 
Peffctually by the Spirit of God, is uaquiet . - 

l till -be turn unto-and have fellowſhip with” 

| Jefus Chriſt, -He may flutter up and down. 
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Fr Chriſt, the Chriſtians end, 


$6 
- 9/ 


himin, Gen. 8.9, Thenand not till then, 


hecrieth out with the Pſalmiſh, Return to 
thy reſt O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- © 


tifully with thee, 
{Now Reader, what - 4. thou, how is it 
with thee Do thy affe&tions as the wa- 


ters of Jordan,overflow their banks at the time 


of thine earthly harveſt: Foſh, 3.15. Orlike 


the bird, do'ſt thou then ſing moſt merri- 1 


c iy, when thou art mounting up to heaven? 
Art 


thou willing to be ſerved as.the chil- *} 


drenof Abrams Concubines, put off with 


eſtthy ſelf ro have nothing? Gey, 25 5,6, 


4. Is Chriſt the end of thy life * Is ir 
thy! main logs to liveto him that died for 
thee? Dot 


without trepidation, ſtand right to this pole . 
theglory of Jeſus Chriſt: For none of us 
liveth to himſelf, ( faith the Apoſtle) nd 
nomandieth to himſelf; but whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord, and whether 
ado, W6 


the compaſle - of thy ſoul « 


"(like the Dove) over the waters of this 
world, but can find no reſt for the ſoles of 
hisfeet, till he return to Chriſt the true '* 
Ark, till Chriſt put forth his hand, andyake - 


SRFAERRRAQCQCARTpEUEE 


- ordinary gifts? or muſt thou like Iſaac,have 2 
-all; *even Tefus Chriſt, or elſe thou eſteem- 
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Ie die, we die unto the Lord; whether 
Fw this end Chrift both died, and roſe and 
irvived, that he might be Lord both of dead 
and living, - Rom. 14, 7.8.9, A ſincere 
Cliriſtian dedicates his body. ſoul, name, 
eſtate, relations, intereſts, and his all ro 


{Twelive therefore or die, weare the Lords, 


| the glory of Chriſt, ' and wiſheth he had 


ſomething better to conſecrate to him; As 
the Grecian told the Emperour, If I had 
more, more would I give thee ; ſo the Sainr 
defireth that he may believe more, and re- 
| pent more, and hate.fin more, and for this 
fend, that he may exalt Chriſt more. The 


the goodneſle of their ends, not by any ab- 
| folute g00dnefle of their own, but by their 
© 6m Wy" 

relative goodnefle, the goodneſle of their 
ends; as we take Phyſick not for Phyſicks 


Ordinances move aChriſtian to mind them, 
mot ſormuch for their own ſake, as for their 
nds ſake ; he prayeth, faſteth, readeth, 
teditatech, that he may thereby and there- 
In = , Slorifie and enjoy the Lord Jelus 


© But now a Profeſſour without the power 
| 7 godlinefſe, hath another end; He go- 


| 


_— 


: 


'F Philoſopher telleth us that means move by Mediams- - | 


vent bont- 


taefink, 


fake, but for healths fake; So duties and . 


P a 2+ - 


za The ypocrite ſerves bing 

br”, Ce 

eto leh, but. jt 15.25 the arp - 
| 
} 
( 
| 
[ 


not toſeek £30d, bur Fe PEEY ©Ys 
_ formech anreS, ut rl for we -cree 
Math, 6. 24 ' 45 : Pliny. gbſerverh 'of 
As thar Nighting e, cheſt will i Gag "_ ly 
ahocom, BE er when men axe by, then 
Tone he ear not z. orelle for ſelf-profit, Math 
Go ” be ike him ja the comedy that ct{ 
: 2p. out 0 heavens, but painted cothe earth, 
'-,  domn out Religion i p either this mans ſtirrup,by which 
TD , no nor 85 hopes to get into the faddle above his}: 
ts. Ne urs, or elſe it is his ſtalking horſe, | | 


Th: Hay Flog a al _ 


+ »»of Samuel , but it is only ypgn ſome parti]. : 
--* eularerrand; and for his own ends; This} | 
man is not holy, but crafty, and doth not 
ſerve. God, Fas himſelf of God, os, | 
| fearch whether thou art not one of theſey q 
Thou art but an rr 9 VR, if thos bring 
forth fruit to thy ſelf, Haſ, 10, 1, a 


many a work, materially good, veing | 
blown with '{&F, Fog ſormally bat , | 


and ſo becomes itin and ar * 
the noſtrils of God! Self is the pirate \3 
too too often intercepreth the Plea Ae 


| 5d * ego periorimnanee that E DE4.4 
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ted with bleſſings. It 
md Eagheys exefore to obſe tdy eas "W 
ghee end jn th y cating BR 200 drink 
' natural and C1 aGions* 
51 wa and pre th the ens 
{| oris it that Ho may 
py 2th, Kyi thereby be the more cnoaBc 
\ [i to thy Maker and Redeemer *- what is; 
wn ad in dF {Ria undertakings * 1s 
: ap of duty, or is aberhece Le 
4 ih by 6 art and Communion with C bers 
I the end of thy performances? makea pa Þ® 
| before tho readeſt farther, and anſyer t 


Lord who commanderh thee t9.e eel th 
| know the ſtate of thy ary FAO 


a 0 


T L But t beagle I would: willingly figd thee 


1 out wh ocver thoj ut, and have thee ful- 


7. acquainted with thy ſpiritual condition, 
FREE thee to try thy ſpiritual condi- 
on by the ſcent of it, and. that is 

> Spirit of God haly Ghoſt is cal- 
ſera Sf of life, Rom. 2 2, and indeed 

FE only ath this ſpiritua) life, that hath 
Spirit of life z As all the members of 

b ie natural body are aQuated and enliveny 
dby the Game bomane ſpirit from- the 
bon Soallthe Membersof the MyM ſtical 
SPLy. are. £. Wickenes ad acuated bye... S 
OE . WR; $.-, = 


Fs FS, 4 
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256 Gods Spirit i a purifying ſpirit. 
ſame Divine Spitic from | their Head thei” 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Mark therefore thatÞ' 
one +37 9wh ih wp yr is =y ] 
oſe; for upon that place, the weight ofÞ* 
Nl f have to Freak further about this 4 
of trial will depend, The words are theſe, 
But ye are not in the fleſh, but in the Spirit ,Þ 1 
if ſo be the Spirit of God dwell in you, (Mark)V« 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he « none of hs, Obſerve I beſeech thee ; 7 


If any man, let him pretend never {o much} 
let his priviledgesbe never ſo many, let his} 
profeſſion be never ſo great, and his pay | 
rmances never {o numerous, yet if he have 1 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he i none of his ,, (0.00 
that if the Spirit of Chriſt have not its ha-P« 
Ancacion in thee, thou haſt no ſpiritual relati-F 
-ento Jeſus Chriſt, þ 
"Now I ſhall teach thee to know, whe 
therthe Spirit be in thee or no, by two 'df 
its effefts or properties; the firſt will 


be more general , the ſecond more ſpe-Þ 
cial, , 


”— 


Gods Spirit 15.4 poiſive Spirit, 


37. 


| faively ; if worketh hali Te.and makes-mey 
Soly, 1Cor.-6;11, . Itin holy. habigs 
ind. principles: into the ſqul:; Miheraby 1t.js 
enabled co: fight! with ; and; ;by. degrees; to 
Þ fo its cofrruptions; It cbadgeth the! yh- 
:derſtanding by illumination,,t exilby 16 
| novarion, and cheaffeRions, by ſanQificarh 
Fon; it-dorh not infuſe new faculties iro 
{| the ſoul;butir doth renew the,old; ; itturh- 
| ah the {ame-varers inro another Chang; 
| ran. before after the ,narld andthe 
| , butnow:after God and his Wayess 


| med. 4 before; it could make ng; muligh in 
g. but now:i5is, @meler 


[#=2ng or 
| | ner ER Sabtat; eaba 


and xthenew are themes only ithe 
baba newendowment, 9k light frog 
| « Sao, which it had not befare ;, i it 43 
PFhere,che pucified pe perſ6nis che ſame man he 
was : before, only' he; hath a new : 
Phone of in hghc of blnelentich bb 
Phot before. Now thus the Spirit ever-wor 
43 a linellerh ; chr ale 
7+ $7. nts 
by opp r-of living w 
f dir Far ons tocomt 


isas icwerethe ſame viol;;onty; 1515; B&W 
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Ps: > it withour oppolitions.. but a rome li- F 
< ving waterspurgerh out ,: andcaſteth ypits Þ 
-miire and ditt. irs foam and-ſcunt;7ſa. 57..20. Þ 
$80 the ſpitic.of the world: and fleſh will let J 
Atheiſm, pride, arid unbeket to lodge and | 
lurk inthe ſoul without refiſtance, unleſle Þ 
it be alittle from natural: conſcience z but Þ 
the Spirit of God worketh out theſe gra- Þ 
dually an generous wine worketh [out lers | 
ory 3, - The: Spirit is-alſo pay fire, | 
To) 2; Gras, Mo for as fire fghteth | 
with the cold water that is:over it, andby 
degrees conqueterh. it ,. and reducerhs the, 
Wwater-toits own likenefle: of heat in| fome | 
meaſure zi ſorhe Spirit luſteth. 'and fighterh I; 
Dive more: and by degrees oyercont F 
the intereftof ir, captivateth the ſoul}* 
20theybediense of Chriſt, andonformeth | 
"he whale man-in ſome meaſure to the by) 
of od; ; 
Examine th y ſoul byrhis;Doth the ſpirit ; 
within thee combac with, and conquer thy 
(Sy teen 2 Doth itenable thee 10 caftÞ* 
mn -wath ſhame and deteſtation* 
th ir-tutned! the bent [heart ind} 
ſtream of thy.aff nd od 
heavenily ith 188 # #7 f 
- foe write) th k 
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[courſe they toJlow the center ; yet in .obe+ 

; | dienceto the Moon are {ubjed to her moti- 
'bn;, and: fo'tyurn-and retnrn, ebbe and flow, 
'So though thou by nature didſt folloiy the 
luſts of the fleſh, the Juſts of the-eye;and the 

# pride of lite , yet inobedience to the Spirit 
'doſt thou now follow its motions? Hatch 

- © the intereſt of-the Spirit an actual predomi- 
nancy inthy ſou}, above the intereſt of the 

| fleſh? Canſt thou ſay , that the ,jntereſt of 


{the ſpiric, and the intereſt of the fleſh, do- 


| oftcn meet together ; ona narzow bridge, 


| where both cannot go forward rogether,and 


— 


4 uſually thouſuffereſt the Spitic to go fot-: 


: 
, 
< 
» 


I ward,and the fleth co go back © When two: 
| Maſters walk together, and a ſeryantfollow-: 


&h after;it is not eaſie to kugw to which of: 


1} theitwo the ſervant belongs, but when the? 
Maſters part , | the ſervant is diſcovered” 
Ewhoſe he is > When relgiion and the world 
have theirintereſts rogether, choumayſt be 
Eid ;- but when thy credic and Chriſt,” chy:; 
Enfeafure and the ſpiritcome in competition 
'$i(as they will very. often) thou mayſt diſco-': 
Iver thy (elf clearly, whore ſervant thou art,” 
Speak friend,and let thy conſcience witnels, 


VAlC Tit be thus or no z thou maſt deceive 
Wandthereby undo-ty ſelf, but thou canſt noc 
RR Ter Hd] 


. deceive 
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Heaven for the holy) © 
deceive God;for if the Spirit donot ſanctifie F 
thee, the Son will never ſave/thee, Phayad's | 
Court admitted of Frogs and Lice; ahd |: 
Noah's Ark received unclean Beaſts into ity Þ/ 
but no ſuch vermine cancrawle into the hes I 
venly Court : Into it can'in no wiſe entet Þ{, 
toblerve Reader) in no wiſe any thing that Þ' 
is defiled/or-unclean, Revel, 21, 17, Theſe |g 
are the words of the true and living God} | 
Canſt thou think that thou haſt the Spirit. [4 
of God,and ſhaltbea gainet by death,who' [þ 
art aſervant'of unrighteouſneſs , whohaſtÞþ 

e 
( 
i 


60 
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vain-glory, covetouineſs,hypocrilie, carnal-'] 
mindedneſs within thee and never mourneſt. 
Y under them, asone heavy laden with them; 
® - Regencra. 20 longeſt after , "nor uſeſt diligently: the. 
| 410 grarxi- meanes for deliverance from them ?- Dolt"fy 
payer thou livea ſpiritual life,that-inſtead of being! }; 
catiozem dead to fin,art dead in finz2and ſhalt thou ar-* }; 
individue rive at. heaven, -who walkeft in the road: to | 
| Meter an.” hell? Taſſure thee, a King will ſooner ad-: 
- abeeſepas. Mit -dunghilſ-rakers and privy-cleaners,; 1n' ſx 
os their naſtieſt, filthieſt pickle into his bed! þ 
- diftmeus ChEn God will take thee, if thou be ſucha  } 
one,into heaven: No, Heayenis for the ho- 
I;, and for them only, Fry. 
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2, The Spirit of God'is'a praying Spirit:- 
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Pr ayer 4 property of Gods Children, rx. 4 
it is called the ſpirit of grace and ſupplicati- . 
w; Zach, 12, 10, the ſpirit of adoption, 

Rom, 8. 15, andof his Son, whereby they that 

{have it cry Abba Father, Gal. 4, 6, 6 

As Chriſt in Heaven makes interceſſion” 

For them without them; Heb, 7.25. fo the 

Spirit of Chriſt on earth maketh interceſh- 

on for them within -rhem ; God never had 

any ftill-born children, The fathers after 
[the fleſh ſometimes have dumbe children, 
[bur the Father of ſpirits never had any ſuch, 
Mans invocation of God preſently tollow- 
4eth upon Gods effecual vocation of him: 
One of the firſt ſignes of ſpiricual life- in 
JPaxl was ſpiritual breathing; Behold he 
*Iprayeth, Acts 9, 6, andit is obſervable,that 
"{prayer is the A /pha and Omega,the beginning 
"and the ending almoſt of all! his Epiſtles: 
"JAnd David was three times a day, Pſal. 55, 
"7. nay ſeven times a day.,at this bleſſed du- ; 
ty,Pſal.119.164.yea, he was ſo wholly em- 
"{ployed in it, that he ſpeaketh as if he were 
Wrogether madeup of it, Pſal, 10g, 4. Bur 
Wprayer (give my ſelf unto, asit is readin,;, Sts, 
' Jour tranſlations, is added for explanation, as legir. 
' be different charadter ſheweth) as if prayer 
© ad | been. his! effential conſtitutive part, 
Some write of Latimer, that he would pra! 
%® T3 NINS..If 
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hriſtians pYr operty, 
ſo many hours, that he was not able to riſe, 
Nazianzen ſaith of his Siſter Gorgonia, that | 
ſhe prayed {o much , that her knees ſeemed 
* Nicrom.' to be grown tothe very ground, * Paul 
inrii. the Eremite was founddead , kneeling upon}, 
his knees, holding vp his hands, and lifting 
#Euſcb. up his eyes, * Conſtantine the Emperour 
would not have his effigies ſet up , ,as other 
8 Princes had,in his armour leaning , bur inaÞ 
by poſtore of prayer kneeling. Thus all the 
_ >Quermm  C.Inldren of God are frequent at aski 
,anty hey their heavenly Father bleffing. Now is | 
e qui [eſe thy ſoul ; Doth the Spirit of © od "bring 
des fubji- thee often upon thy knees Art thou one 
Cmendict of the generation of (cekers * Pſal. 24.6 
ſpirire) . Art thou one of Gods ſyppliants * Zeph, 4, 
Ma e410 Doſt thou know what itisto be poa 
.,. :infpirit, tobe a beggar, and to live altoge 
charaer ther upon 'the almes-basket of heaven 
of the bounty 7 Is there 4 conſtant trade drive 
4248 * betwixt God and thy ſoul. Cod. ſending}: 
1 'N : : 
they call down mercies,and thou ſending up prayers? 
 noton .This js the Caily Exchange, Canſt thoſ+ 
8 3 Ip 4.4. vetter live without thy daily breadahen chif* 
= amn OGally duty e When thy heart is big witlf! 
— Pnce (; "Briet,whither doſt thou go? Is this thy grea ql 
nia eaſe, that thoy mayft-empty thy ſoul intq# 


-  untode.th Gods eares # . = 


; A | 


— "He Brad: ooo 
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- ' Are thy prayers fervent prayers? Is this 
I” holy fire put ro thy daily acrifices ? Is, thy 
44 prayer made withour cealing, or inſtancly* 
i} Acts 26, 7, ftrerched out upon the renters; 
* (as the word fignifieth). not fo much-in 
+ the length of the petitions, as in the acting 
of holy affteQgions; Doſt thou labour 1n 
prayer? Coloff.” 4. 12, i. e, wraſtle with 
God (as that word imports) bending and &yeurt7ge 
' Araining eyery joynt of thenew man in the wo. , | 
ſoul, that they may all help to prevail with Lk 
1. God? Are all theheavenly forces within mjooxay- | 
thee united when thou prayeſt 2 that if pol- 7*e5r7%. 
fible thou mayſt cake the Kingdome of bo ora 
ven by ſtorm, by violence? Matth, 11.124 Meriphor | 
-  Whar ſaiſt chon?. Reader, doſt thou Fo hun. +; 
like the importunare Widow, take no de- ghichwilh- 
mal * but uſe an (humble) impudency, asin9; ceale 
. the Word of Chriſt includech, when thou ny 
* wt intreating the Divine Majeſty for ſpitt- ill hey 5 
tuals? Or doſt thou pray, but it'is as if te gerites 


draifus. 


_ thou prayedſt nor? ſodully and coldly that L418. 


_ thou canſt hardly hear cry (elf? only: as it Nezien - > 


; mece between fleeping and waking, thou Lik OY 
$ leſt over a few-petitions, either our yonjs ther ? 
_ of cuſtome, or toſtop. the mouth of conſci- n prayer * 
+ ence, never regarding whether Godanſwer ds 4 
; thyrequeſts or no,} © | {| impuderr. > 
Female fe 1 [M 4] Diift.” ; 
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| " Prijer muſt be fervent, 


"Disſ thou but conſider the dreadful Ma-- 
jeſty ofthat God to whom thou prayeſt,,. 
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-the unvaluable worth of the ſoul, and end+ | 


Jeſs ſtate for-which thou prayeſt, and the 


poor pittance' of time ( upon which thy e- 


ternity dependeth ) rhat thou haſt to pray! 
in, it might rouſe thee out of thy ſecurity, 
"Common beggery as it is the pooreſt , ſo. 


| pate it is the eafteſt trade ; but this ſpecial, as it 


3s 1. 15the richeſt, ſoit 15the hardeſt, - The fer- | 


*  dowean- 'yent prayer 15 the ptevalent prayer, Fam. 


t Toe. 5: 16; © Thebullet willflie no farther than. 


| Joudec- The force of the powder will carry it, Thar 
- cho fromaxrow of prayer that 'would hit the mark, 
<5 OM maſtbe drawn with full ftrength, He thar 
& Serth, on-1h prayer for grace through an humble de- 
' 2 Þ-7- yendence on Chriſt, will: not be denied, 


32 215:4hatl not be denied. Lip-labour doth no 


"?more than a windie inſtrument, makes a 


- Joud noiſe,and thatis all, Prayer without 

- thetravail of the ſoul, is but the cold car- 

& : caſs ofa duty, and no wonder if it beun- 
{avory in Gods noſtrils, How many among 

ns are there that pray every day for pardon 


and "holineſle, and yet ſhall die withour | 
chem, and periſh ecernally-for want of theine 


and all becauſe they neyer begg'd them: in 


; poodearneſt, but were alwayes/ indifferent 


ART, ERR xRq,% wat © --: 
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| whether 
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. Z d _ 4 \ - : a os 


- em. 
__ 


=_—_ 4 Prayer muſt be f eriewt; | _ : 

Sybether God: heard them or no; 1 would No dy paſ- 
,- pave ſuch know, that the bleſſed God - ya- np og 
ueth-his ſpecial-ware at an higher rate than #ex: ws 


+ Jto beſtow. it on | ſuch as will not eſteem #9514 #* 
, fic ſomething an(werably to i | prayer; once 
Mmething anſwerably to its worth, - 4+ fill out 


© At were eafie to inſtance how fiery and th beard 


"Ffervent the children of God , in whom was ©in* Ugh 


| this ſpirit of God;(which is compared 10 dorm of 


| fire) have been in their ſupplicatjons:. look din JN 4 
| Gen.32:24,25. Pſal.5,P[.77, 2[.88. Jacob i iris, 


wreſtled with God, and would not let him wb: «con- = 


| go, unleſſe he bleſſed him 3 Chriſt ſeemed? ws 
willing to ſhake lim off , Let me £20, faith exyreſſioned 
Chriſt : 7 will not let thee gp, wnldſſe 'thou with ſuch 
'bleſſe me, faith Jacob, My lirabs -may'80, Spy 
my life may go,but no going for thee-with; « Godwith 
out a. pawn without a bleſſing, Thus in- hte 
\deed doth the ſeed of Jacob ſeek the face of « Fuberor 
{ their Gad, and thenceare called Iſraelites ; fi*%4. 
for as Princes they | have power with God, » = 
| and prevail, Gen.32,26,27, And this is the p-d many 
difference betwixt the prayer .of a living PEP 
and a dead Chriſtian, the prayer of the cry. Heare- 


former is inſtant and fervent, not diſcoura-1: oro. 
QIS QI 


Bed, bur rather increaſing by oppoſition-z1,1,ca a 
As og by water caſt upon it burneth the denal, _ 
hotyer, icC Matth, IS. 22, and 25. 27.) the whereas © 


3 pr BIRT | ferventluits - 
'. © ... offer alacredviolence bothto earth andheaven. ' > 
latter | 


— 
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Achriftien is cohflunt in prayer. 


latter is flat ahd indifferent, eafily pur off 
thought bewith a crum inſtead of a crown, Þ 
with a bubble, a butterfly, inftead of the & Þ/ 
verlaſting fraition of God, Any tempo- | 
ral good is ſatisfying to chetn - that have no þ 
true ſpiritual good in them, Pſal.4.5, Anc 

the reaſon is-clear, the breath of a pair of 
bellows /is cold, becauſe it doth not pro- | 
ceed ftom a living principle within, but the | 
breathof a man is warm, becauſe it cometh 
from a principle of life within ; 'ſothe pray- 
er, the breath of an hypocrite is cold, be- 


es -- cauſe it doth not flow from the ſpirit of | 


God, the onely inward principle of ſpiritu- 
al life; 'but the prayer; the breath of a ſin- 
cere Saint-is: warm, is fervent, becauſe it 
proceedeth from this living principle, the 
ſpirit of Chriſt wirhin, Indeed the Chri- 
ian knoweth not how to pray as he ought, 
- but the ſpirir helpeth his infirmities with 
ſighs and groanings, which cannot be ut- 
tered, Rom. 8,26, Doeſt thou pray con- 
ſtantly? that duty which is done out of con-A 
ſcience, will be done with perſeverance. 
godly man will ſeek Gods face evermore, 
Pſal. 105, 4, and-Pſ,116,2, He calleth upon |} 
God as long as he liveth. - Breathing beaver, 


ward jnprayer is the beginning and mading | 


a” x 
tr 


| A Chriſtian i conflant in prayer, 167 

of his ſpiritual life npon earth; as we ſee in 

*Paul, Act. 9.6, and Stephen, Att ,ult. - - 

” He never taketh his leave of prayer, ill 

he is entering into the place of praiſe, Pray- 
er is his element, he cannot live withour it, 

and communion with God in it. Prayer is 

''the veſſel, by which he is continually cra- 

- ding into the Holy Land; he fendeth it ont 

© | fraught with. precious graces, faith, hope, 

L | defire, love,godly ſorrow, 2nd the like; and 

"| it commeth home many times richly laden 

*1 with peace, joy, and increaſe of grace, Bor 

| now an hypocrite, Job faith, will net pr 

| -alwayes, hewill not alwayes call wpon God, Job 
27.10, poſſibly he may ſometimes cry out 
(asa Scholar nndet the rod, or a MalefaQor 
upon the Rack ) for deliverance out of 
ſome afflition ;” but when God openeth 
his hand , and beſtowerth the mercy , his 
mouth 15 ſhut, and his heart too,that you 
ſhall hear burlirtle more of this duty. If= 
he pray on his fick bed, and God raife him 
up, he leaves his prayers fick a bed behind 
him. His prayer was but a meffenger ſent 

© »about ſome particular errand ; when that 

1s done, the meſſenger returnerth : As that 

| tory of the Friar ſpeaketh, how when he 

-  "*wa$a poor Friar, he went ever ſadly, caſt- 3 
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Hypocrites unconſftant in prayer. 
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' 4ng his eyes upon the ground; but being Ab- © 

bor, he went.mernly, looking — ; one" Þ 
of his companions' aSked him the reaſon of 
that alteration z -he anſwered, that when he 
was a'commodn Friar”, he went dejected by , | 
looking downward for the keys of the Ab-v 
by, which now- he had-found, and therefore 
left that poſture, vio] 

So when an hypocrite hath the temporal 
o00d thing he delireth; (for that uſually is 
moſt defiredby him) he hath his ends, and ' 
his prayer an end too, ? 

Or1f Gad do got hear him preſently, he 
will not ſubmit patiently, but often fling- 
eth away in a rage, with that wicked King, 
Why ſhould he wait upon the: Lord any lon- 

ere . 
y If there come not in preſent profit , he 
will give over his trade ; as Twlly (aid to his 
'Brother, That he: would pray to the Gods, 
but that, they, have given over to hear, 
Whereas. a godly man'will cry in the day, 


+and not be ſilent inthe night ; - he will direct þ 
bis prayer to Ged, und look up, Pſal, 5,3; He "PF 


.willptay andwait, wait and pray, as you ſee 

. beggars in ſome places, they will beg and | 

knit,knit and beg,and continue ſtillbeggittg © Þ 
and knitting: So a right-beggar-at -Gads 


 o— 
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door, he will pray and work, work and pray, 
*hew1ill believe and pray, hope and'pray,read 
{ andpray, wait-and pray; he knoweth thac ic 
is not good to limit the holy One of 1ſraels 
| but zt i good that a ſoul ſhould hope , and 
quietly wart for the ſalvation of God, Lam, 
{| 3.26. 
- ADivine-giveth me this Simile, which 
doth excellently illuſtrate our preſent ſub- THEY "_ 
je; Take ſome draught horſe, and he will ©” 
q draw when the load is coming; but if be eel Y' Cann 
itnot coming,he will trample and not draw is (91d, 
but take a horſe of 2-right breed and. pur his C:rotzs 
traces £0 a treezor)a poſt , he willſtrain agd orcs 
ſrain,and die upon, the place, before he will honi- 
give oyer,chough nothing comes: $04 roty *15-0e" 
ten: Chriſtian , if he find no-preſenr gain * 
' coming, he gives: over duty, fearing ail is 
loſt ; - bur a right: Chriftian wilkpray contis 
| avally, 1 Theſſ. 5..17, whether, Gad hear 
| him preſently or no.; he knoweth that both 
the 'command- of od and his own wants 
{. call upon him never to'giveover, 5 
- Beſides; this ſpirit of-prayer abides in him 
forever, John 4. 14.and 16. | 
- Examine thy heart by theſe marks faith- 
fully,and do not byAlattery or ſelF-love (or 
ratherdelf-harred ). deceive thy ſoul (no ce- 
WIA. a -: CEIT 
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Gods love, ground of prayer. 
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ceit like ſoul-deceit) but paſſe ſentence u 

on thy ſelf impartially, and if thou findeftÞdi 

thy condition/good, blefſe' God, keepctoſe | 

to Jeſus Chriſt, and labour that chon mayſt | 
& Colts. walk- worthy of the Lord, even unto all 

2 well-pleafing. The great and extraordina 

ry priviledges beſtowed on thee , do call +} i 

loud for gracious and extraordinary praftices | 

from thee. How exemplary ſhouldft thou 

live among men., who art:to live eternally 

with God © What fingular things wilt thou 

do for that God, for that Saviour, thachath 

 _  d6neſ{uch ſingular things for thy ſoul £ Can 

any Jovebe too much 7 '-Canany labour be 

too great? Can any honot'be too high ? 

_ Can any ſervice be tooholy for thar God; | £ 

to whom thod art by millions of eternal © 

obligations thus infinitely infinitely bounds] t 

O ler the fnitfulneſs'of thy heart and life ] 1 

in holineſs proclaim thine abundant thanks Þ 

I 

; 

| 

| 

| 


falneſs for ſuch mercies as for weight and 
worth -exceed the very thoughrs of Men] : 
and Angels : How abundant ſhouldſt thou f 
be in the work of the Lord , when: thouY*! 
knoweſt that thy labour'ſhall not be'in'vain Þ* 
inthe Lord « When thou art confeſfing thy Þ 
fins, mecirate on the chooſing calling love Þ 
of that God, againſt whom thy fins are | 

| committed, } 
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ommitted,and try whether the heat of thar 
Thurning. love will not thaw thy heart, and 
tiſſolve it intotears , when- itis moſt hard 
and icie. © When thou art backward to 2 
duty that bath ſome difficulty in it, conſider 
beſus Chriſt was not backward to his bitter 
wlogdy ſufferings for thy ſins, As the Soul- 
dier told 7 76% when hedenied his peri- 
tion , did not ferve you fo at the bartel of 
Arctizm = So faytotby foul, Jeſus Chriſt did 
not ferve thee ſo, when he was to drink the 
| ap of /his Fathers fierce wrathfor thee g 
2nd ſee whether ſuch ”_—_ perſwaftons 
will not prevail with thee to fubject thy ſelf - 
to the hardeſt prereptr, When: thou -art 
departing away from © od by any finiſt& 
- courſe ot inſincere carriage, remember who 
| thou art, one thatart called nor'ro-fin,; bur 
 fanctityz not to-uncleanneſs, bur. holineſs, 
As Antigonss, being invited to a place, thar 
might probably prove atemprarion to fin, 
asked counſel of -Menedemus, what he ſhould 
do © He bade him only remember he was a 
© Kings: Son : So do thou remember thine. 
high and heavenly calling , and do nothing. 
unworthy of the God thar hath enro 
" thy name in the Book of Life , chat bath | 
- ranſomed thy foul with theprecious blood 


of 


wiiks 
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ww on "Gods love. grondsf prayer, 


of his Son, and hath ſanRified chee by:th 


effeual operations of {iis/Spirir,, . burr 


(4 


worthy of ithe. vocation» wherewitli-ind 
whereunto thou art called; :Eph. 4..1,-. var} 
It iis anexcellent meditation of EwſebiuF 


Emiſſenus'; Though the Devil, ſatch hej 


ſhouldbe damned tor many fins , and-Þbh 


for one, yet minewould exceed the'Devik | 


impiety ;- they never ſinned againſt a. Gad 
that became-an Angel for 'them 5 they n& 
ver finnedagainſt a Mediator that was crus 


ctfied for them ; but miſerable and wretch» 


edI ( and its. wonderful :that my; hean 


melteth. not-when - it thinkech on it)? 1 


have finned: againſt a God that became a 
Man for:me,. againſt a God that: died an 


ignommious' death for me'z-againſt a'God 
t- hath: left! me an le of love and 


holineſſe,-':1 am more unworthy then che Þ 


Devils.,/:: © H A 24 
:; Conſider it; Friendzno ſins admit of highs 
eraggravations', nor are matter of de 
provocation, . then thefans of thoſe that are 


- tatereſted in Gods ſpecial diſtinguiſhing af- J- 


fetion, Ina word: ( for Thad not thought 


4 have told thee fo much; it was for the 


ſake ot-others principally that I penn'd this 4 


b.,- , pice) fince it-ſhall. be 'thy reward to:be }; 
” .- G « | = | . + a a. by. - 
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1 Sper  reptmtante neceſſa E 3-H 
WW peeay ogg [ii | My. _ 303! 
like an Angel in happineſs , ever to behold 
4" the face of the Barher , let it. be thy work 
4-and endeavourto be likean Angel 1n holi- 
neſs, to do the will of God readily, beattily, 
- and univerſally, | 
.* "But if thou find upon a thorough ſearch, 
1 that thou art a ſtranget to this ſpirittal life 
4 i conſcience ſent to enquire bring in its 
verdict, that this purifying praying Spirit 
dwelleth not in thy ſoul: Let me beſeeth 
thee, in the fear of the Lord, to bethink thy 
ſelf, what 1s like to become of thee for ever, 
| One of the Mattyrs put his finger into the 
| candle, to try how he could exidure the fire, 
in which he was afterwards to be burnt ; do 
- thou- but read over again the former uſe of 
information, and confider whether thou art 
| able to undergo that loſle, and that terrible 
intolerable eternal wrath of an omnipotent 
. God, which is therein declared, and by 0 
Scripture proved to be the portion of all | 
that live and dye in thy condition, Sup- 
- Poſe thou ſhouldſt hear a voice this hour, as 
- that wicked Pope did, Come thou wretch ut ,;,;ucc1 
thy particular and eternal judgenient ; WHAT injudtcing 
- wouldſt thou do 2 where would(ſt thou 'ap- | 
pear 7 ' and where wouldſt thou leave' thy 
lory © Iſai, 1053, dl - woltild: not for” x 
Y EN] world 
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$ peedy repentance neceſſary. 


of the ſinner, and ar:4in che endleſle feliciry 


IR a”, k 
. ? : 


world take thy turn: How is it poſſiblegthar WF 


thou canſt eat,. or drink, or leep with any, 


quietneſs of mind:that in the day thy megg. * 


is not ſauced with ſorrow , and-thy drink, 'F 
mingled with weeping : that in the night ' 


thou art not ſcared with dreams, and ternf- 
ed with viſions, when thy whole erernity.des, ©; 
pendeth upon that little thread of life, which 
15 in danger every moment to be.cut aſuns 
der,and thou to drop into hell! Art thoua 
man that haſt reaſon, and canſt thou be con» 
tented one hour in ſuch a condition 2 . Art 
thou a Chriſtjan,that believeſt the Word of, 


God tp be truth.,and canſt thou continue one *F 


moment longer in that Sodom of thy natural 
eſtate, which will be puniſhed: with fire and * 
brimſtone * | | 

Icell chee, didſt thou and thereſt of thy. 


carnal neighbours but-give credit to Scri« 'F 


pture, thou and they too would ſooner fleep 
ina chamber, where all the wals round, the *' 
cieling above, and floor below, were ina 
burning light flame , then reſt quietly one 


_ moment in thine eſtate of ſin and. wrath, 


But. for thy ſake, ( thy condition yet-not, | 
being: deſperate, though very. dangerous ) 
thar thou mighteſt avoid the eaſcle(s miſery 
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| Speexly repentance neceſſary, 
IF of the Saint ;, I have purpoſely written the 
T next Uſe,which Erequett thee,as thou loveſt 
'Þ thy Life,chy foul; thine unchian eablegoot , 
my:I charge thee, as thou wilt anfwer rhe 
'F contrary at the great and dreadfal. day of 
F the Lord Jeſus, that thou read carefully, an4 
tharrhou practice faithfully the means and 
F direions, therein prepounded out of che 
$ Word of God, | 


* 3, My third Uſe ſhall be, of exhortarion 
tothoſe that are dead in fins, to labour. for+ 
# is ſpiritual life, Whoever thor art thar 
| wouldeſt have gain by thy death , then get 
F Chriſt to be thy life, Haſt 'thou read of: 
that fulnefs of joy, of thoſe rivers of plea- 
ſures,of that exceeding and eternal weight 
41 ff glory , of that Kingdom thatcannot be 
' ſhaken,of that enjoyment of Chriſt, of chat 
fall immediate fruition of God, and in him 
of all good;of that perfe& freedom from all 
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Tuſtification defired at death, 


W—_— —— 


bur if thou haſt but a ſpark of Chriſtianity, 


thou canſt not bat be exceedingly raviſhed 


with things ſo eminently.ſo ſuperlatively,fo 
infinitely good, - The Hiſtorian obſerveth, 
that the riches of Cyprus invited the Romans 


to hazard dangerous fights for the conquer-' 


mgit., How many ſtorms doth the Mer- 
chant fail through for corruptible treaſures? 
How often doth the Souldier venture his 


limbs,nay his life, for a little periſbing plun-. 


der? Reader,I am perſwading thee to mind 


the true treaſure, durable riches, even thoſe 


which will ({wim out with thee in the ſhip- 
wrack of death, 


* Stephen Gardiner ſaid of juſtification by Þ, 
* Faith only, that it was a good ſupper do» } 


_-*Crine, though not ſo good a break-faſt 
c 


© ritual life, thoughit be nor ſo pleaſant to 


.- one, So the power of godlineſs,this ſpi- * 


be carried out after thipgs that are good. P 
t 
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© live inasto the fleſh, yetit is moſt com-F. 


© fortable to diewith. 
When Afoſes had heard a little of the 
earthly Canaan , how earneftly doth he beg 


that he might ſee it! Dex, 3.25, I pray | 
thee let me go over and ſee the good Land that | 
& beyoud Jordan , that goodly mountain, and. 


Lebanoy, Thou haſt read: a little: of the 


* 
. 
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heavenly } 
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| Holineſs muſt be fd in this life, 


 p— 


heavenly: Canaan, and haſt thoy not ten 
thouſend times more cauſe to deſire it * 
- Plate faith, If moral Philoſophy could be 
ſeen with moral eyes it would draw all mens 
hearts after it : May not I more truly ſay, if 
the gain of a Saint at death conld be ſeen 
with ſpiritual eyes, with the eye of faith, ir 
Guld make all men in love with it, and ea- 
ger after it! Baalam, as bad as hewas, did 
| defire todie the death ofthe righteous ; and 
ſurely they that diſlike their way,cannot but 
4 defire their end; but Gad hath joyned 
4 them both together, and it is not in the 
| power of any man to put them aſunder ; 
theref6re if thon wouldſt die their deaths, 
I thou muſt live their ſpiritual lives, Holj- 
I neſfle is the ſeed out of which that harveſt 
" groweth, Tf thon wouldſt be ſafe when 
thou ſhalt launch into the vaſt Ocean of 
eternity ; 1f thou wouldſt be received into 
the celeſtial habitation , when thon ſhalt be 
turned out of thy houſe of clay, make ſure 
of this life in Chriſt. Tf-an Heathen Prince 


dey were purified z- canſt thou think the 
King of Kings will take thee into his 
teateſt and deareſt embraces,before thou art 
Bncified 2 Believe it, heayen'muſt be in 


would not admit Virgins to his bed before ©* *+13 
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© thee, before thou ſhalt bein heaven. Unleſs 
the Spirit of God adorn thy ſoul, (,as A- 
brams ſervant did Rebeckah) with the jewels 
of grace, thou art no fit Spouſe for the true 
1{zak the Lord of glory, 

The brutiſh worldling indeed would wil- 
lingly live prophanely, and yet die comfor- 
rably ; dance with the Devil all day, and 
fup with Chriſt atnight ; have bis portion 
in this world with the rich man, in the other 

IN world with Lazarus, As the young ſwag- 
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Nolineſſe muſt be had in this life, Y_ 


- 


> ory of ECL told his graceleſle companion { when 
- ae , ty They had been with 4mbroſe, 2nd ſeen him 
> 4-2c. on his death-bed, porn affrighted at the 
E. his victous approach of the King of terrors , but tri- 
* iſe, ant umphing'over it) O that Imight live with 
| perfwacel thee, anddie with Ambroſe! But this can- 


+ To mind 


© godtine's , NOT bez an happy death.is the conclulion of / 
-&2” an holy life, The God who giveth heaven 


—_ 


Le: bath ingreat letters written in hisWord,up- 
Wes bur ON WAat termes (and no other) it mays be 
By? had, He thooſeth to ſalvation through ſantti- 


5” threc 


"words ar fication of the ſpirit, and belief of the truth, 
© his denth, 2 Theſſ. 2.13, | 


ni o, 
© ſure ro ave eretnal life 3 prob:bly his three words were, Mi Crere me} - 
-- Pems : '>at he riding one aay over a bridge,his horſc ſtymbled,/nrd as fr 
 bo:h wer" falling theo the river, he cryeth out,Capizt omnia diabolas, 
 þo ſean mn -gdall tobe Devil. As hel ved ſo he dicd , with three 


: W vids; ITE i::ch as be hop gi 40 have bag, 
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F God moſt tendey of his trath, 
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| Ir is as pofhble for thee to” enjoy rhe 

benefit of 'the Sons paſſion, without the Fa- 
s | thers creation, as without the Spirits ſancti- 
e | fication, Believe the word of truth, "Johz 
3.3. Ferily, werily,T ſay unto thee, except 2 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom 
. | of God: And Heb, 12, 14, Follow holinef, 
| | without which no man ſhall ſeethe Lord.Con- 
{ider Friend , this is the Word of the true 
| and living God ; and this Law, this ſtand- 
ing Law of Heaven, islike the law of the 
Medes and Perfians,which cannot be altered ; 
vet 'one iota or title of it can poſibly go unful- 
filled, Math, 5,18, Dareſt thon think that 
the God of truth will be found a lyar for 
thy ſake, as he muſt bef he ſaveghee inthy 
ſinful unconverted Nate *-i. I rel thee', the 
God of holineſs and juſtice will ſend millt» 
ons of ſuch carnal wretches as thou art to, 
hell,there to ſuffer the vengeance of the uns op». 
quenchable fire, before he will ſtain his ho» 5 
nour in the leaſt, No, he is more renter 78 
of | his glory then ſo, though rhoa aareſt 
not how much thou trampleſt his honor in 
the duſt , by the wilful breachof his Com- , 

mands., yet he js exceeding jealous of his 
great Name; and when his very being, is 
; . engaged - for the. accompliſhment or "Bs. 

'D [N 4] Way,” £2 
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=>. * arenot for ever, Prov, 27, 24, pes, thy 


— 


— God maſt tender of his truth 


PE em 


== Word, he will not ungod himſelf to glorifie / 


thee- in an nnſanRified condition ; and 
therefore do not delude thy ſoul, in preſu- 
ming that he that made thee will not damn 
thee ; for he ſaith himſelf, that unleſs thou 
art new made, and haſt that true underſtand- 
ing to fear his Majeſty, and depart from ini- 
quity, He that made thee will not ſave thee, and 
he that formed thee will ſhew thee no mercy, lai, 
27.11, I hope therefore thou att fully con- 
vinced, that it highly concerneth thee to be 
night and day with. the greateſt diligence 
imaginable, labouring for this ſpiritual life, 
when thine eyerlaſting comfort in the other 


world, thine eternal lifedependeth ſo much - 


upon 1t- 


”  , t-Artthourich:? hearken to this word of 


counſel fromi\God ; look after theſe dura- 
ble riches, Prov, 6,18, thy earthly riches 


heart poſſibly is more ſet upon thy houſes 
F hoards,then upon heaven,yet thou muſt 

ke thine everlaſting leave of them' ere 
long; when theſe unſearchable riches: in 
Chriſt,wſiicf Tam perſwading thee to mind; 
 .. - out-live che dayes of heaven, run parallel 
W-5 5. Ih the life of God, and line of eternity, 


+3. 18, Nay till chou lveſt this ſpiri 
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The Worlds trinity vain, 
il life, all thy wealth is want, all thy 
pory is ignominy , all thy comforts are 
es, yea curſes to thee, Prov, 1, 32, 
Mal 69. 22, 
All thy outward comforts like the Rain- 
bow ſhew themſelves in all their dainty co- | 
lours,and then vaniſh away; or if they ſtay 
with thee trill death,then they die with thee ; 
Dh how hath the -Moon of great mens 
plenty. often been eclipſed at the full, 
and the Sun of their pomp gone down at 
noon! 
Through the corruption of thy hearr 
ey prove but fuel for chy luſts on earth; &, 
if thou ſhouldſt die;having only this worlds 
goods, they will feed the eternal fire in hell.” 
It is Noried of Heliogabalus,that he had ſilken, 7 -# 
halcers. to hang himſelf with; ponds of - 
ſweet water to drown himſelf in ; and gil-, | | 
ded poyſon to poyſon himfſelt: Fruly. more 
hurttul are the worlds triaity , riches, honors 
and pleaſures, to them that have great e-wg 
ſtates in the world, but no eftate in the Co- 
yenant, Poyſon worketh more furioufhyjn 
-wine then in water and fo doth corruption 
- many times bewray it ſelf more in plenty: 
© then.in poverty : It is ſad, that thou ſhouldſt 
notbe led to God by that which came row 
ORE : ode 
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with his own:Souldiers ; 

the more the Sun ſhineth on it,it ſends forth 
The Poerthe more ſtinking ſavour ;[that chou ſhonldſt 
feigned by the riches which his Majeſty hath given 
+ bethe god thee, only have this curſed advantage,to be 
 ofr7 5 thegreater Rebel ! Many good works hath 
© 244fchey Chriſt done for thee , for which doſt thou 
” had been ſtone him © Fohn 10, 32 ;for which of them 


| ma doſt- thou ſtone him out of thy houſe? dy 


. 


oaths,or drunkennefs,or gaming,or by athe-, 


Hme,and itreligion,or atleaſt by putting him 
E, off with atew ſhort, cold, formal prayers, 
Vas and that but now and ther neither : Man 
8 good works hath he done for thee, for which 

of them doſt' than Ronethim- out of thy 
; heart 2” by lerting the werldand thethings 
'' _- of the wortdhave the higheſt ſeat there, the 


rhrone,thy chiefeſt eſteem,varmeſt love,and 


ſtrongeſt truſt 2 Whar fayeſt thou, is it not 
/ thus ? and is this ro be led by his goodneſs 
t9 - repentance Oh conſider thy bodies 
mercies are holy baits laid by God to catch 
thy ſonl, - He tryeth the veſſel with water, 
ro {ee whether it will hold wine; da not 


Gog. 'But'O how lamentable is it chat thou 
ſhouldſt, Fehs like, fight _ thy Maſter 
like the dunghill, 
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} like the fooliſh flie, burn thy felf in this |. 
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flame of love; turn not his grace-intowan- ' 
Sis | ronneſſe, | 


-* = as | 


CC 


ould lead to Pepentance. 


Ronneſle ;. bur ler the kindneſſe of God be 
Falvationnnto thee ; thou ſhonldft by thoſe 
cords: of love be drawn nearer unto him, 
and by thoſe bands of mercies be tied cloſer 
to his commands, = How ſhouldft thon ga- 
ther, if the- ſtreames of creatures be fo 
{ſweet what ſweetneſle is there in God who 
is the Fonntam 2 If he be ſo good in tem- So 
rals, ſurely he is better in ſpirituals, and -* - 
eſt- of all 1n erernals: How unſatisfied 
ſhouldſt rhou be with all theſe outward gifts 
which may confiſt with his everlaſting ha- 
fred; and reſolve with Luther, not to bepur 


off with the bleffings of his left hand,of is elepuys | | 


foot-ſtool « Thou haſt the more cauſe to' San. nl BR 


—_—— — 
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look about thee;becauſe few of thy rank are;/* ſcab 1 


truly religious; a lictle godlineſs will go ane. 2 
- great way with great men , thong of all-41 iu. 


men they have moſt obligations from God :Lw* | 
ſee James 2.5; God chooſeth the poor of. 
* the world, rich in faith, and heirs of his' 
Kingdom : And Chriſt tellerh us. ?t #& eaſier” 
fora Camel to go through the eye of a-needle, 
then for a rich man'to enter into the Kinedom 
_ of Heaven, Matth. 19,24, Our Saviour 
indeed doth nor (peak of an impoſſibility, * 
--but of the difficulty of ir, and the rareneſſe” 
Wor-it, Job unfolded the riddle;, and got* 
Wt). | through 


_ OO gprRuy Th”, a py CN, 


t 
bo 


1 
g 
" 
& 
. 
Y 


—, —— ——— ———— 


— 


-- thou be notlike the Horſe ind Mule, Pſalns 


through the needles eye with three thous 
ſand Camels ; but it is -hard to be wealthy 
and not wanton ; too too often are riches F 
like bird-lime, hindering the ſoul in its 
flight” towards Heaven ; a load of earth 
hath ſunk many a ſoul ro hell ; and the in- 1 


. riching of the outward occaſioned the im- Þfo 


poveriſhing of the jnward man. A. rich-} 
man isa rare diſh at heavens table : Bleſſed. F n 
be God there are ſome, but ſurely few rich} þ 
of thoſe very few that ſhall be faved, '} t 
I Cor, 1,26, The weighty burden ' in a \Þ} \ 
veſſel,though it conſiſted of the molt pre- | 1 
cious commodities, hathnot ſeldom cauſed' 
its miſcarriage, when otherwiſe it had arri- 


. ved ſafely at its defired haven, As the {| 
- Moon when ſhe is at the full, is fartheſt '} 
from , and in moſt dire& oppofition to the 


Sun z ſotis the temper of moſt in thy con- 
dition to be fartheſt trom,and moſt oppoſite 

to Chriſt, when they receive the moſt light” | 
of proſperity from him, and art fulleſt of. 
the blefſings of his goodneſs, Take heed 


32.9. todink plentifuly.of the ſtreames, +-- 
and never look to the Fountain ; bur let Y 
thine eyes,as the Churches;be Doves eye$4*- 

When the Dove hath pecked her corn, ſhetut: Rr. 
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| ſhould lead to repentance, 


Wh her eyes heavenward, ſhe looketh up,Cant, 
IF. | 
© lcis reported of the Spartans , that they 
uſe to chooſe their King every year, during 
FE which year he liveth in all abundance , bur 
Tis, after the year be expired, baniſht into 
F ſome-remote place for ever, One King 
T' knowing this, being called to be King, did 
| notas others prodigally ſpend his revenues, 
# but heaped up all the treaſure he could ger 
JF together , and ſent it before to that place 
JF whither he ſhould be baniſht; and -ſoin the 
year of his Government madea comforta- 
ble proviſion forhis whole life: So wiſe 
are they that lay up a treaſure in Heaven a- 
$ gainſt the time of their departure out of 
this world, . 
* - Artthou poor ? Labour for this ſpiritual 
life, it will make thee rich indeed. Thou 
- haſt little onearth , but thou mayſt have a 
treaſure in heaven, God offereth thee 
Grace, Chriſt, and Life, as freely as others; 
- take heed thou negleR them not.and think 
» as they in Swedeyn,that it is only for Gentle-_ 
© men to keep the Sabbath that-its onl 
© for Gentlemen to mind Religion ; thou hall 
+ afoul to fave; an endlefle citate to provide: . 
ors; an hell to efcape ; an heaven to attains, | 
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. The Goſpel for all ſorts, 
a dreadful day of judgement to prepare for, | 
aswellas they, It 1s a great mercy , "that \ 
though God difference thee from orhers in !\ 
temporals , yet not in ſpiritnals, Among | 
the Ifraclites the price for theit ranſotne was 
equal, half: aſhekel , the rich ſhall not give . 
more,nor the poor lefle,” Ex04. 30,12, 15, * 
16, thereby” * ſignifying, that the fame. 


- a price was paid by Chrift for the redemption 


of all,poor as well as rich,and that the ver- 
tue and merits of Chrifts paſſion belong Þ 
equally toall 5 thy ontward condition doth 
not exclude rhee from arjntereſt in Chriſts 
death,and interceffion, Poor Lazarus nity * 

- HJieintheboſom of rich Abraham, The poor 
may be-goſpellized, as that-Matth, 11.5, 
is ſometimes read , not only have the Go- 
= preached to them, bur be changed by it. 
3odaccepted the Lamb and Dove infacri- 
fice, when he rejected the Lion and Eagle, 
But thou muſt be one of Gods poor , not 
of the Devils ragged Regiment : WHI ir 
not be (ad for thee rohavetwo hels: one on 
earth, in cold, hunger, and thirſt, arid wants, 
and another in hell, in hear,ind unſpeakable 


woe? How many of thy condition! ſerye' 
-che Devil and the world all their day&m | 
- Erudgery and flavery., and are ty wed into || 


- 
: 
4 
: 
« = 


gs oo. — 4 
Wy «a —Y Fat bs A, o ol - 
A "S. >. F# ; - __ : Q c d FR a —_ —_—_ 7% Mi oo .t ' n 
” "BL z ” EEE DTT EET OL -— 4 Iz « cl It 


i | - ——— _ 
.. The Goſpel for all ſotts.) 187 - 
'as a Sumpter-horſe at - the-night; of 
death, after all tvs hard travel, with his back 
'W full of gals and bruiſes. 
+ Alow man, his eye be clear, may look 
5 high as the talleſt, the leaſt Pigmie may:3. Fl 
Yom the loweſt valley ſee the Sun as. fully ©" 
Fas 4 Gyant uporr-the_ higheſt mountain : 
F Chriſt is now in Heaven ; 1t is not the (mal- 
nefſe.of our perſon,nor the meannieſs.of our 
{condition that canlert us from beholding 
k {Ri n. :: Theſoul hath no ſtature, neither 1s 
heaven to be had with reaching, : It God 
clear the eyes.of our faith; we ſhall be high 
nonugh to beho!d him. F: 
'/;Donotiay, thowart to provide for thy 


4 wiſeand children,and baſt no time to regard 
thy ſoul.,in a ſolemn, ſerious performance of 
duties, remember the ſame God that com- 
| mandeth thee to follow thy particular cal- 
© ling-as a man, injoyneth x A. likewiſe" to 
7 follow thy genera} calling as a Chriſtian, 
and that hf the ave? ; -_ ff w; 
Kingdom of God,and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
$ «14 albother things [ball be added/a a Mar, 
F 6:33,:and alfo with the greateſt: labour, * 
J Joan 6:27. Phil. 2.12. Labonr not forthe! 
4: 7 ood that pertſheth, but for the food that endu-! . 
"rx 6 = 
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 W=yJ Gads-lowe, ground f prayer, ; 
: Wy here-our Saviour doth not indeed I 
folately: forbid labour for the body , bur 
arativelyz, thy .Jabour for chy ſolfff 


F- C0 

24 ſhould be ſo-much%, {6 great;that thy labour] + 
©. Forthy bo yſbonld yu bow: all, noel ® 
| "deſerve the name-of labour ittcompariſen} © 
of 'it, Now confiderg* what anſwer thotf f 
wilt maketo the grear God, when he ſhall} * 
plead with: thee for -the breach cof «theſe 
eommands z beſides, - haſt not thou- matiy 1 
{pare hours in many evenings, and. on wet ; 
yes, wherein thou mightſt go to Godin F | 
ret, and with thy family, and humble thy } | 
ſonl in a mournful confeſſion of thy fins, ? 

.-z and ſenſible apprehenfioa of ' the wrath 
.. which is due; to: thee, and wherein thou | 
FFmightli be importunate 'for pardon atd } 
* - © Qrace,without which thonart loſt for ever? 
Sy, the Lord knoweth how many Lords 
.dayes thou haſt enjoyed , which' dayes' he. 
hath ſer apart,as well out of mercy as ont of } 
ſoveraignity-, not only for the gloty of his 
=. Name, butatſofor the good of thy ſoul;*F 
®”", wheretn thon-mightſt borh publickly, pri- ] 
vately and ſecretly have furthered thy {pi- Þ 
ritual andeternal good ; but how doſt thay, 
{quanderaway:thoſe precions hours,” fome-". 
tumein corporal labour. ;'alwayes in 2 
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Delays in Religion, vain. 


ſidleniefsjn leeping, or walking,or ſitting ar 
+1 thy door,or line with thy nei or and 
yet thou haſt no time for thy ſoul, $ 
+1... Bur laſtly rel) me, haſt thou tyne to ear, 
+1 2nd drink,and work, and ſleep, and no time 
4 £0 work out thy falvation,to fit thy ſoul for 
q geath, for judgement,for eternity ? If thy 
ule were in a lame thou wouldfſt not let 
1 it bura,and fay,I have no time roquench jt : 
;Þ If thy neighbor call thee tofit, or talk, or 
| dine, or'it may be to go to the Ale- houſe 
F with him, thou doſt not anſwer him, IT muſt 
4 providefor my family,I haveno time ; bur 
| when thy Maker and Preſerver, the bleſſed 
God, calleth upon thee by his Spiric and 
Word to be diligerit , for the making thy 
calling and eleRion ſure, '2 Pet, 1, 10, 
thou muſt provide for thy family, thou haſt 
no time for this, - Fooliſh worm, leave. off 
thy vain and curſed pretences, and ſet upon 
J the buſineſs for which thou waſt ſen 
into. the world, even the Slorifying and 
obeying the Lord , or thon (halt have ano- 
q=ber manner of anſwer to thy ſimple excu- 
a es fromthe Judge of quick and dead, when 
Wor . thy want of time to ſerve him 
on, he ſhall give thee an eternity to ſuffer 


W --- [OJ - Reader 
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Delays in Religion, vain, 
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Reader I have two things to deſire off 
thee, before I deliver thee the direQions}? 
which havereceived of the Lord for'thees} 
and indeed unlefſe thou grant me, or rather 
God and thy foul, theſe two requeſts, all 
that I have to ſay will be to no purpoſeat 
| all ; my requeſts are, that thou wouldft 
8 follow the counſel of God in order to the 
F- recovery of thy ſoul out of its bottom- 
lefſe miſery with all ſpeed, and with all diljs 
OA gence, Now becauſe they are of ſuch 
RT exceeding importance, that if thou art once 
i perſwaded td them, my work will be half 
3 effetted ; .and becauſe delayes and lazineſs 

| are the two great gulphs , in which ſuch 
multicudes of fouls are drowned and periſh, 

I ſhall ſpeak che more to them, 


bs Yu >, as ro.” tara. 


My firſt requeſt to thee is, that thon 

woulcſt preſently ſet about the affairs of 

| thy ſoul, We ſay of things that muſt be 

: neces done, there neederh not any deliberation a-Þ 
7 ef de- bout them, Is not this the one thing nes 
 Wiveranduni Ceſſary to prepare for the laſt hour , ro. 
In re tam Make ſure of thine everlaſting well-fare * 

evra. If thou believeſt the' word of God ,. thou 
ra, Wilt not give the fleſh fo much breath 8s 
.to debate ir; muchleſs wilt chu as Felzx 


--QO. 
: Lo 
- odd en 


warmuih > ane #4 wt wel * at Intv < titratbe © 


d -% 
"Y 


3 


7 
' 


ES 


Delays in; Religion, vain, :91 


” —_ __—_— ES” = tt ————_— _e >— —— — I III ny > nn es 
— ——— 4 — <— 


#gid, put off the thoughts of tighteouſneſs , 
and :judgement to come, till thou art at 
{| better leiſure,rill thou haſt a more conveni- 
For ſeaſon, What more weighty work 

haſt thou ro do, then to work out thy own 
falvation 2 Is the following thy calling, 
hoarding a fp heaps of earth, feeding , 
cloathing that fleſh which ſhall ſhortly bo 
food for worms, is any of theſe half ſo nz- 
ceſſary as thy proviſion for eternity * 

If chouart old, its high time to begin to 
repare for thy latter end, Thou haſt the 
Fee of thy body almoſtalready in the earth; 
nthe grave; and hadfſt thou not need have 
the feer of thy ſoul, thy affetions in he:- 
yen? Thou haſt but a little time to con- 
verſe with men; doth it not behove thee 
to'be much in communion with God ?7 
| Death often ( poſſibly ) knocketh at thy 
| door by the hand of ſickneſs, atd warn- 
Jeth thee to look after another habitation, 
| forthou arc to be turned out of thy houſe 
Jof clay; Doſt thou take warning? what 3 
File thou do, if thou ſhouldeſt dye before "A 
Shou didſt ever begin to live? If the Sun of 
by life ſhould ſer,. before the Sun of righ- 
zpuſneſs hath ariſen on thee , all the 
vhiſe.chou liveſt chou art dead , and thou 
PI 3 eF-LO 37 liveſt. 
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The folly of the Circaſsians £7 
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liveſt long to add to thy torments, as -06P 
thers have died ſoon tohi#ften them, 'Thbu 
art but like ſtubble, laid out a drying te] * 
burn the better in hell , all the white thou | 
continueſt a ſtranger to the new birth, | 
Thou haft every day been treafuring up | 
wrath againſt the day of wrath z been gz] 
thering as it were more wood toincreale. 
thoſe flames in which thou ( if thou thus 
dieſt ) ſhalt live for ever; Becauſe judge- 
ment againſt an evil work is not ſpeedily exe- 
cuted , therefore the heart of the ſons of men 
& fully ſet in them to do evil; though a ſin 
ner do evil an hundred times , and his dayes bt 
prolonged, it ſhall not go well with the wicked, | 
Eccle(.8 11, 12, 23, The finner an hundred 
© gears old ſhall be accurſed, Wa.65.20, 
: Thaveread of the Circaſs:ans, a kind of 
mungrel Chriſtians, rhar they divide their 
timebetwixt the Devil and'God,dedicating 
cheir youth to robbery, and their old age 
to repentance, How much time haſt chouſ 
ſpent.in the ſerviceof fins how lirtle rime} 
haſt thou left the ſervice of God and thy 
foul * Is it not high time for thee ro number 
Thy dayes, and to apply thy heart unto wil 


«© 


dom ſpeedily? 
Ola finger, doſt thou not Feng, to 
 "SILop | r Nx 
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| * Firſtlings Gods darlings, 193 
» 1 think that there is but-a ſtep betwixt thee 
uf anddeath ! nay betwixt thee and hell. O 
0] the time, and talents, and opportunities 
v | which thou haſt ro reckon for , more then 
athers ! Happy, happy had it been for thee 
| to have been turned out of the wombe into 
hell, rather then todye an old man, and nor 
'zbabe 1n Chriſt. It chou haft a ſparke of 
love to'thy ſelf, mind thine inward'change 
ently, leaſt thy change come, even 
- | death,and ſend thee to unchangeablemiſery. 


_ 


-.Tf thou art young , mind the gathering Honor ado- 
t| the Manna of godlineſs in the morning fp 
thine age; preſazir the firft fruits of thy life rem Dei 

4] to that God who: defireth the firſt ripe hoc, | 
fiuits, Exod: 3. 19, The firſtlings are his ;#;. &þ 
darlings, Gen.4.4. and that cloth will keep 
colour beſt that is died in the Wool ; the 
veſſel will ſence longeſt of that liquor with 

tf which it is firſt ſeaſoned, let thy ſoul like 
Gideons Fleece drink up betimes the dews of 
e]'grace, As young 2s thou art, thy life is e- 
yvery moment at the mercy of the Lord ; 
tÞThere isa ſaying, that in Golgatha there are 
-Esknlls of all fizes ; Ia the Church-yard 
-*Fthou mayeſt ſee'graves of all forts, and ſome 

of chy very length ; thou art concerned | 
=. CO 3} theres i 
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"" outh fineſt fer G ods (evict, by 
therefore to remember thy Creator in the: 
dayes of thy youth. Aquinas telleth us, the 


young man hath deathat his back, the old 


man before his eyes; and that is the more 
dangerous enemy that purſueth thee , then 
that which marcheth up towards thy face. 
This calleth for the greater care and watch» 
fulneſs. In the Iſle of Mar the maides 
ſpin their winding ſheets the firſt thin 
they ſpin; do thou in youth and health 
ponder and prepare for thy death, leſt as 
young and ſtrong as thou art, death trip up 
thy heels and throw thee,and it-prove thine 
everlaſting overthrow. | 

Peſides, canſt thou imagine that ſuch a 


{inner delſerveth favor who: cometh in to 


ſerve God ar laſt , when he can ſerve his 
luſt no longer « Is it equal (be thy own 
judge) to give the flower of thine age, the 
{pring of thy life , the beſt of thy time, 
thine health and ſtrength to the devil, and 
thy brutiſh fleſh ; and ro-'give the dregs y 
the ſnuffe , the bottom of all this to the in- 
finitely glorious God, whoſe creature thou 
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art, at whoſe coſt and charge thou liveſt e- Þ 
very day and night, and who calleth upon: þ 
thee for thy ſervice, nor forthe needhe F 
bath of thee, - but becauſe of the need thow | 
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| - Whoever thou art, of what age ſoever, 


| | pnt to thee, or be ſpeechleſs and without 


| The angels ſinned and were not waited up- 


1 Motives toſpeedy repentance. 
andeſt in of him , all: whoſe happineſs 
doth conſiſt in the pleaſing and enjoying 
his Majeſty * 
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either ſet ſpeedily about thy ſoul-work , or 
anſwer theſe few queſtions the Lord ſhall 


excuſe at the day of Chriſt. 


Firſt, Hath not God waited. upon thee 
long enough already « wouldſt have him 
whom the heavens and the heaven of hea- 
'yens cannot contain , who hath millions of 
glorious Angels waiting on his Majeſty , 
fo wait on thee miſerable- worme al- 
wayes 7 Pg 

I cell thee all the while thou art ſinning, 
his eyes behold thee, his heart is incenſed 
againſt thee , and his hand can reach thee 
and avenge him on, thee eyery moment, 
How many hath he ſent into hell , that ne- 
ver taſted of his patience as thou haſt done £ 


[on one hour for their repentance ; yet how 


 muc Jong-ſuftering, and ſtill waiterh upon 


many years hath he endured thee with 


be roving unto thee, 7ſa, 
oath thou didſt ſwear he 


lth # could 


thee that he ma 
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could have curſed and rotted thy tongue 
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The laſt time that thou wenteſt prayetle 

to thy reſt , he.could have fenr thee ro lit- 
tle eaſe, tothe place where there is no reft 
day or night, The laft time thon didft 
quench the motions of his Spirit, and ſtifle 
che conviftions of thy conſcience, he could 
have taught thee by experience, what 1s 
the meaning of the worm that neyer.dyeth, 
and the fire that goeth nor out ; and y 

he ſpareth thee, ſtretching our his handsal 
the day long to a tedellious child, 7ſa, 65.2, 
Should tior his lotig patience quicken thee 
to ſpeedy tepentance 2 Anſwer God whe- 


ws. | 


ther he hath nor wajred enough,been long- 
ſuffering enough already.z and if he have 
fot, continue in thy ungodly courſe, and 
ſee who ſhall ſuffer longeft at laſt, he or 
thou, It is one thing 10 forbear a debt, 
another rhiag.to forgive the debror, The 
longer God 1s. in fetching his hand about, 
the heavier his blow will be when he ſtrik- 


eth, The rhfearning is like a child, the} 
longer it is Kept in the womb , the bigger | 


it groweth, and it will put thee to the more 


pain, when it cotneth ro the birth of itsex- | 


ecution ; therefore berhink thy {elf before. 


che decree bring forth, before the day | 
| | e þ 
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th 
| Sodom and Gomorrah when God waited in 
| the dayes of Lot? Are they not ſuffering 
| the vengeance of eternal fire £ Jude v. 7. 
| What became of the Jews upon whom 
| Chriſt waited, calling upon them, and 
| &ying to them to return and reform ?- is 
| tot wrath come uponthem to theutmoſt 2 
| 17Thefſ.2. 16, Ate not theſe like the Maſte. 
| of a ſhip ſunk inthe ſands, ſtanding up to 
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Others puniſhment, our warming. 


| paſſe as the chaffe , before the fierce 
1a 
| Teph, 2, 2, 


ger of the Lord come upon thee, 


© Doft thou not ſee in the Scriptures ma- 
examples of Gods ſeverity upon the 
ſe of his patience « What became of 


1 warn thee to avoid their courſe , leaſt thou 


ic etethally *' Have not iheſe the ſame 


4 mſcription on theni with Sen«cheribs rombe, 
| Look on me and learn to be godly Do+'nort 


| the Sodomites feem to ay, 


ook on us and 


| kearnto begodly © Do not thy Atheiſtical 
| feighbors in hell, thar thought chey had 
{ had time enough before them, and futured 
'| their repentance cry, O look onus 'and 
Learn to be godly, and that with ſpeed! 


Friend,take example by others, leaſt thou 
| be made an example to others, To dayaftey 


He 


{harden nat thy heart, Heb,4.7, 


long 4a time, if thou wilt hear his. voice', 
My 
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. Time paſt, too much for ſin. 


yeonret 


in, and is it not yet time to begin? Anſwer : 


My ſecond queſtion which Fdefire thee [7 
to anſwer , is, Haſt thou not ſerved the. |, 
world and the fleſh long enough already vÞ 
Is it not yet timeto ſerve God 2 hath-not, 1 
Juſt had too much of thy heart, and. the |; 
leh of thy life already © may not thetime J- 
paſt of thy life ſuffice thee to have wrought [| 
the will of the fleſh? 1 Pet..4. and 3- CanſtÞ 
thou have the face to ſay with the ſluggard, |. 
2.little more ſlumber, a little more ſleep, a 
hetle more drunkenneſ(s., a lirthe more 
{wearing, alittle more wickedneſs* is not}; 
the- debt which thou -oweſt to Divine{; 
Juſtice great enough ? Is not the heap of 
wrath and fury which thou haſt provided] 
for thy ſelf againſt death and judgement]; 
big enough © Doſt thou think that thouſ, 
maiſt ſerve the fleſh too little, and the Lord | 
t09/much 7 It may be thou haſt ſerved theJ, 
devil twenty, thirty, fourty, fifty -, ſixty or q 
ſeventy , and knoweſt not whether thou, 
ſhale hite (6 many hours to ſerve God 4 


me ; Haſt thou not wallowed long enough 
in the mire of Atheiſm , worldlineſs and. | 
ſenfoality.?, wilt thou not yet be made F; 
clean (Ah) when ſh1ll it. once be 2 Jer; 1 
T3. #8 111» _= 
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;phouſe, and thy heart nor riſe againſt the 
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The ſtory of Pope Gregory the ſeventh, 


199 


__moar__Wk. 


2, If one ſhould offer thee an houſe and 
Jhnd;, or a bag of money , wouldſt thou 
nor-preſently accept it? wouldſt rhou ſay 
{14m not yer at leiſure, hereafter will be 
[time enough © and is there not infinitely 
4more reaſon why thou ſhouldſt preſently 
{doſe with Chriſt , and leave thy fins, and: 


Fek the Kingdom of heaven 2 Is not hea- -- 


firs of Chriſt better then ſilver, and his 
4revenews then choice gold 2 Prov. 3.15, 

4 When gold is offered thee, ſaith 4m- 
roſe, thoudoſt not ſay, I will come again 
tomorrow and take it, bur art glad of pre- 
fnr poſſeſſion; but ſalvation being pro- 
ered ro our ſouls, few men haſte to em- 
| brace ir, | 
+I itnot a ſordid (lighting of Jeſos Chriſt 
4the Lord of glory, for thee to be morerea- 


ven more worth then earth 2 are not the © 


dy and haſty. to rake a little periſhing 


| wealth, then his moſt precious blood <2 


- Canſt thou read the ſtory of Pope Gre- 


Frory the ſeventh, how he made the Empe- 


tor Henry the fourth , with his wife and 
4chi!d,ro ſtand bafe feet and bare leg'd three 
days and three mighes in a cold froſty {eaſon, 
before he would admit them into the 


Popes 
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Sin hardens inſenſibly, 

Popes pride:and wickedneſs 2 And why} 
doth it not rife againſt thy own obſtinacy]® 
and vileneſs, that haſt ſuffered the King} 

of Kings to ſtand knocking: at the door of 
thy heart: till his head hath been wet with|® 
the dew , and his locks: with the dropsoff 
the night? and though he hath waited thus|'v 
many years; yet thou haſt denyed him ens 
trance, and art not tothis hour reſolved to} 
give him ſpeedy acceptance, Wl 
® Ti (! 
4. Doſt thou not finde by experience}! 
that the longer thou delayeſſ, the farther? 
thou wandreſt from God and: holineſs, and} | 
the more unfitthou art for , - and the more} 
unwilling unto the work of converſton?is it} 
nottime therefore to turn with ſpeed, when 
continuance in fin infenfibly hardeneth thy | 
heart , and gradually indiſpoſeth it more | 


i 


tothe work of repentance 2 as the ground, 
ſo is. thy heart; the longer it lyeth fallow,F 
not ploughed up, the harder it will be 
wilt thou: go one ſtep farther from God; F 
when thou muſt certainly come back every Þ 
ſtep, and that by weeping croſs all the way, 
or be damned for ever Thepurchaſe of 
heaven. is like buying rhe; Sybils prophe- | 


ſies, the longer thop holdeſt off,the dere; 
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/1A ſtain which hath beenlong in cloaths , is 
7 [nos eaſily waſhed out; an houſe that hath 
[Jong run to rnin, will require the more coſt 
and labor for its reparation, Diſeaſes that 
tIhave been long in the body.are cured, if at 
gall, yet with much difficulty, The devil 
which had-poſleſſed the man from his in- 
fancy, was hardly caſt out , and not with- 
x our much renting and raging, Mar, 9.21,26, 
| Satan thinks his evidence as good as eleven 
points at law, now-he hath once got poſle(- 
fion, .and the longer he continueth Com- 
mander in chief, in the royal fort of thy 
heart , the more he leitch it againſt 
God, and ftrengthenech himſelf againſt 
the Almighty, All the while thou a wa 
eſt, God is more provoked; the wicked one 
more encouraged, thy heart more harden- 
ed, thy debts more encreaſed , thy ſoul 
more endangered, and all the difficulties of 
converſion daily more and more multiplied 
upon thee, having aday more torepent of, 
Fand a day lefleto repent in, 
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F: 5. Canſtthou promiſe thy. ſelf the next 
'Þ hour torepent in, and dareft thon defer ir 
Fo another hour 5 thou ſayeft thou wilt 
| mind theſe things when thon. art old , bur 


what 
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I was 2-what if thou dyeſt while thou art youtng2| 7 
C ens thou deferreſt it till ro morrow; but fup- 
'*- wx. invi- Poſe thou dye today, and God fay to thee 
-- wdwo divas tothe rich tool, This night thy ſoul ſhall:be 
Wet ; required of thee | Boaſt not thy ſelf of ta 
| faich- he , 9orrow; thou knoweſt not what a day maybri 
EERCY. fark, Dro; 27;1,- 
E fimm nn  1t is a good ſaying of Aquinas, T 
- \bawi. though God promiſe torgiveneſs to repen- 
Baldur be $108 {inners, yet God promiſeth not to 
the fer MOrrow tO repent in; think how- many 
— S184 hundred caſualties thou art liable co, how 
\ #gene Wany others = ſuddenly , and rake the 
fudcenly counſel of Michal to David , Save thy ſelf 
dead, mas 10 night, to morrow thou mayeſt be ſlain: Save 
> convered, thy foul today , to morroiy thou maiſt be 


-. wems ome 
oY damned. 


Came 2 

& newwa). 16, Artthou ſure that God will acc 

fs thee hereafter , it thou ſhouldſt now delay 
aud dally with his Majeſty? It « good ſeek-| 
ing the Lord while he may be found, and call» 
ing upon him while he is near, P(al. 55-6. | 
There is a time when men ſhal call,but God 
will nor hear; cry, but he will not anſwer z 
and that becauſe when , God called they 
would not hear , but fet-at naught his F |; 
counſel, Prov,24, ro 29, Whilſt chine eyes |} 
i | E 
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& open , the things which concern, thy 
| peace, may be hid from them, Luke 19, Ar, 
| [r= hou maiſt live to have thy ſoul buried 
{ long before thy body, Ezek.24.13,14. God 
4 would purge thee now, and thon wilt not ,, 
F$ rake Heed he clap not the ſame curſe upon 
} thee, which he did on ſome others, thar 
$ thou ſhalr never be purged till chou Ciel, 
The Spirit of God probably now ſtirreth 
| thee, corurnprefencly , and offereth' thee 
4ts = ; if thou loveſt thy ſoul do not now 
I deny ic, leaſt the ſpirit ſerve thee,as Samu- 
roof Saul; Saul j ſobeyed. him and Sams - 
came no more to Saul to the day of his 
4 death, 15a, 15, ult, z, e, never, So take 
Þ tiecd of quenching this motion of the holy 
| Ghoſt , leaſt ir depart in a diſtaſte, taking 
ts everlaſting leave of thee , and thou ne- 
F ver feel ic more to the day of thy death, 
Now is the accepted time, now is the day 
© of ſalvation, 2 Coy. 6, 2, This day if thon 
| wilt hear his voice, harden not thy heart leaſt he 
Þ jmear in hs wrath that thou ſhalt newer enter 
Ino his reſt, P(a\,95.7.11 , 


My ſecond requeſt is, that tkou wouldft bo 
make the attaining this ſpiritual life che 
wr ole bulineſs 0 thy n-tural life ; cm 

1 thou 
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Sabvation mans great work, \ + 


thou wouldeſt eſteem. it- as the great hi; 
of thy creation , preſervation, and of 247 
the mercies and means of grace whith I, 

God beſtowerh on thee, as the great end} 

why God is ſo patient towards thee, ſo pros | 
vident oyer thee , ſo bountiful unto Ra, 4 
that chou  mighteſt repent ' and retum}; 
unto him from whom thou haſt gone aſtrayyf. 
Shall IT intreat thee for the {ake of thy" q 
poor ſoul , to let thy greateſt labor befor} 
thine eternal welfare:Is not this a buſineſs of? 'r 

the greateſt neceſſity , of the greateſt ex-Þ 

I: isthe cellency, and of the greateſt commodiyF; 
ſari and profit that thou didſt ever undertake} 
© Luk,o. Tobeeverlaſtingly in heaven orin hell, to}; 
- . uk. Teenjoy endleſs and matchleſs pain , or pleas F 
LF dure, are other manner of things thag meg | 

querendum e, er cy 

Mzr.6-33- dream of, Good Lord ! « that men did : 


"The $014um . LIES 
powinie, Dur believe what it is to. be happy , of 


E  Fccl.12.13-Dſerable for ever, how then would | 
by. flie from the wrath rocome , and ſtrive 1gÞ 
enter inat the ſtrait gate! Mat.7.14, Sure 
iy things of the greateſt weight call for the 
rongeſt work; matters chat concern thineF: 

' unchangeabe felicity , require the greateſt F; 

"Is induſtry, i 
Ne" 8- The Philoſopher would not buy repen-{ 
® penicere, tance at too dear a rate ; Sure Iamihou$. 
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1& nſt never buy. this inheritance too dear , 
Tthough thou. {pendeſt all 'thy time, and. 
iiftrength, and {elleſt all thou haſt to pur- 


Jehaſeir, Friend, if ever. thou art ſaved , 


(aq nor Gowns any before he-overcomes; 
The blind carnal world thinks. that a man 
1 go to heaven withour; (0, much ado. as 
5 ſaichot the ointment, fo, they, oft 
| ligencein duties To what parpoſe'ss ih;s maſtet 
Mat,'26.8.- They te)l es 1t-r5 waſte: timeto 
þ pray ſofrequenely,znd 1t is waſte ſtrength to 
ſo rb to what purpoſe: isthns 
| A preſume that gally men 
| might Og a _ geal of theit pains hea- 
venward; AsSencra told the Jews that they 
| loſt 4 ſeven Sparc of their time b their (an- 
abbath-+. So the earthly - 
cell us thardpch ahd ſuch 


.» 


"men ſpend all thatÞme almoſt in rtading, - 


or heating, or orIvng, or inſtructing their 
| fancilies, 'or neighbors z and tney count a6 
Dur loſt time; Theſe men if you will 

Fe them, have found out an'cafier an a 
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nearer way toheaventhen er Jenny rift 
did; they ate the right brood of wickellff 
Ferobeam, that told the people, 1 Kine, 1208 
23, It wastoo much to go up to Jeruſalens toll 
-—o-h hetad found ont a cheaper andayF! 
eafier way of wotthip. The Calves at Da} 
and Bethel wondſave them much labor,andY ; 
in” his conceit,* ferve td as' much purpoſe; 
Thus they delude themſelves , that theny; 
lazy , cold trading God-ward, their {light 
indifferent prayers will bring ' them in 8 
much gain,” as the moſt zealons perform 
ances of the Saints, But (Reader) Thopi 
thon-wilt obey the voice of God and notd(f 
-menin this; Confider his promiſe is-to tht} 
Jaborious , *7hey that ſetk his early ſhall fink 
him, Ptov,8.17, 73) | 
' He is a rewarder of thew that diligenth 
& him, Heb.11,6, So Prov,2, 3, 4, Hil 
ecept 15 for labor, Mat.7./13, Strive 'W} 
Wo be Per in at the ſtrait gate , -be"Wieent to mall} 
King of * your calling uf lian ſure, "Pet: 1, 10% 
Sicily 24... So John 6,27, nay” he-curſeth them half 
' ry, ſomay Put bimoff with they lame ſacrifices, For: 
Fx Ohe "4m 4 great King, ſaith the Lord of hoſts , 4 
© Violence, © 289 name is dreadful, Malt. 13,14,-Furth 
© atginthe heis peremptory, that the ſlothtul'ſhalbl 
Eh s, M41,25,26, The Egyp 


© Agehbocles. 
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$2n King would have men of 2Rivity and - 
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MG} to be bs ervants, and ill God / . 

Sithinkeſt thov who isa pure aR, actepr of *: 2 
thoſe that are not active: Canſt thou' + «7 BB 
magine thar he ſhquid ever beſtowpardon of 
fin, erernal life , the ſancification of the 

of ſpirit , the. precious contents of., his | own 

t promiſe, the. iny-lyable frujts of Clviſts 

© purchaſe, -vpon thoſe that do _fiot judg 

t& them worthy of- all cheir ſtrength and rims 

| and. hearts, 2nd pains , ana ten Po 
times more 7 Beſiges, for.wiat reaſon Jof 
'rhou ſuppoſe God to have giver; thee theig 

[+ things? Sntely r20u-canſt nor, be £6 burſt 

eF 25.to.think; that the great God niade thee,” 

bþ and ferverh abee incaily with ſuch yarie 

{& of mercies (health, ſtrenerh, food, raiment; 
influences of heaven. , and fruits of "i 

4 earth) .onely or chiefly that thou thould ear*»;. * 

ddrink and follow thy calling., 2n4-pro- + 
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F vide for chy family; wete ſuch low ends the 
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Th be Trump of Chriſfnerrible. k 


ba. q 


and grant me theſe two or three ſuppoſiti-| 
ons, in proſecution of this my ſecond bal 
« queſt to thee. 


+ FI) 
© 
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1. Suppoſe thou hadſt ſeen the Sa j 
| iP who now fitteth at his Fathers right 
- hand, rifig from his place , and attend 
ith the thouſand thouſands that are ral 
F , and withthe ten thouſand times tai [y 
thouſand that miniſter to him, coming and; 
| clin fo. 7 Noun through the firm Fe. 
1 dazaleth the very eyes of 2 
2 nd makes him. to, hide his hea 
| ic, and fitting down in the cloude Mt 
h'the oloty of his Father , a fire deyouts Þ;, 


| hatin before him, and behind bim | a fart it oy 


ls, £ 


- CC lative now with me; - that chido tea 1: 
eſt him call co the Archangel, Sound they 
laſt Trump , that the dead may 2riſe an JF 
cometo judgement : Harke to the ſound 
the Trump, how it rendeth rocks, meltet 
mountains, breaks in pieces the bands i 


death, and burſts aſunder the: gates of hell 
ow it pierceth the ocean, and ferchet 

from the bottom of the ſea” the 8 

' Adams uy how 1 I deſcend - Into tl 
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|. 'H The judgerent.of of. chriſt on mankind. 


elly of theearth, and forceth it ro vomic 
U p all the bodies which it had ever taken 
own, . how it.openeth the marble combs, 
Tof Princes and Potentates, and makes their: 
ighneſs and Majeſty ſtoop as. low as the 
peaneſt, to the King of glory, . 
* Doſt thou not ſee the bake of the 
Saints 2 look how they flie upon the wings 
[7 Frhewind to their ſouls , .and both ro 
ſom of their beloved Saviour. See 
| ['% the ſpirits.of unregenerate ones leave 
For 2 little while , the dark, vaulr of hell, 
Fad enter ( though moſt unwillingly) i into, 


he oppning carriop of their: bodies, und *.- | 


ve wth haled 
Tof Chriſt, 
=. When the Court is thus ſet , conceive 
the Commiſſioa read, wherein Jeſas Chriſt 
$aurhorized, in his humane nature, by his. 
wine Power, to be Judge of t Tp 
{ Inc .dead ;/ the: law-is _— both of 
Jaature and Scripture ; the books are open- 
I 1s ; hoth'of Gods omriſcience and mans 
Fc ſcience » by which all. men are to be 
{ty I for their everlafong lives md. 
eatns, 
: Ne holy eneS.are now called, .their - 
ns Chr rough the Pe” of C 6 
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y. angels to the judgement ſeat, 
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#0 ht Hjokgomen Cri in Wankmnds, 


E- 3ciuirred by publike. roclantion * on , bel 


God, Angels and men, their performance, 
NG Eo oraces, ſervices; : fiferigs, putift- 
ally related, to their * gIory , and infiniteh 
fewatded in their eedom ſrom all 
evil, and etcrfaal virion of - the chiefeſt 
good. | n p 
Behold, how he vakoly - are with vio 
tence driged: tothe bar ,, examined tri}; 
By the covenant of works, have. all thel 
fins; ſecter, open, perſonal, ' relative, of tide, 
; Ind practice, in rhoughts, words, 
deeds revealed publikely, an avgravs hf 
filly - with*all their crimſon crying bloc dy $ | 
ejrcuinftances; -heark how putifully the 
plead, what poor. evidences they had { 
Rp what ſorry” eaſe” for their x 
Atheiſnie- and kbotninatiohs ; their cons 
 Taence inſtead of a thouſand witneſ4 
- Tesacculſeth them, -the law caſteth t 
theſudge profoumceth apainſt'chem amok 
ſevere ſentence of condethinarion ; Eb 


OT 


vils fetſe on thery for its ſpeedy execution; 

ow what-confaſkon and ſhame of face” 
what kmenrartou and forrow'of Heatt pol: 
ſeſſeth them 2 what. doleful {creechings I 
. HE bitter” yeow.ngs are heard ay md WM. 


| | fam: tic 1 rv hen the 


FI 4 
-. £ *, 
P's 5 


- 
* 
< 4 
x ” + 


MD. 7 = | a>* 


- 


— — — 


ES mandy + eada.; pros foul = B SY 
7 he body. tor being 10 unready an inſtry- 3 
? Þ'ment ; and both curfiag the time that eyer : 
1, {they met together, and wiſhing (though in 
vain ) chat they might for ever be pared 
aſunder, - 
Now the worldling curſeth his flocks 
* his Farm, his old: and his filver , that 
; [had more of his hear, and of his care and 
| time. then his precious ſoul. Now the lazy 
or curſeth his madneſs and folly, : 
15 he ſhould think a litcle formal prepa- 
+ ation were ſufficient fot-ſuch 3 ftrict exg- 
f mination, A bloody hus band haſt-.thou 
' to me, faith es wiſe; thou mindedſt 
q| Goviſion for me fora lirdle time, and Der 
=regardedſt my inſtruction about the things - 
/of eternity. A cruel father. haſt Ki 
been to me,(aich the child, for generating 
Ine 2 child of wrath , an heir of h hell, and 
$-never endeayoring my regenteration,where-" 
Eby T might have been a Fil of God and an 
heir of heaven : and thus curling, crying, 
(roaring, raging, they are ſent tothe place | 
where is mourning without mirth., forrow * - ©. 
poboar ſolace, : darkneſs without baby. SY 
8. ker life ; -pure -wrath- withope” "4 
GTP pain without meaſure, 8g-.."-. 
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;thing bur weeping and waling , ,< 
| Tobbing and epi ofteeth for aſe C 
ever. 
| ' Suppoſe I ay that thou hadſt heard and| 
” feen, all this, and God ſhould after it 
N thee in this world fourty years , woul 
"thou not night and day be ſtrugling and « 
Arriving with God by prayer, —— 0+] 
ver thy own heart, waiting upon th y Savi- 4 
our ? With what earneſtneſs' wouldſt thou Þ © 
pray * with what ſeriouſneſs wouldſt thou Ji 
| read and hear? with what exactneſs and ex- 
emplarineſs wouldſt 'thou live 2 how. dilts| 
ent and laborious wouldſt thou be ina 
Boch improvement of all thy time , ta=Þ 
'Jents, and opportunities, that rhou wight-l 
eſt find mercy at'ſuch a day, even the mer" 
&y of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt uiito <_ | 
"ifs! ! Wouldſt thou afterſuch a fight think}: 
"any time too much, or 3ny pains too get, 1- 
for thy-eternal good Coulcſt thou 
'' the world and the fleſh, -the choiceſt ge 
«in tby heart: and the chiefeſt part of thy | 
- life. 15 now thou doſt ? thouldſt rhqu dare wJ | 
"be nibbliag” again at the devils baits, or t9.. 
beplay ying with the eternalfice,' or to pus F 
od with a tew cold formal prayers,a 
fie by firs, in ſtead of a; ” 
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'Þ- an Incuement to Godlineſs, 243 


inual (upplication 2 or to- put- off Jeſus 
FChnſt with a complement ,- that: thou 

yeareſt his livery, and profeſleſt thy ſelf a 
Chriſtian, in Read of a fincere reſolved de- 
Þidication of heatt and life ro his word: and 
Faw. Whar ſaiſt thou man? And. why 
{wilt thou not be as diligent and as holy 
how? rhou maiſt in the glaſs of Scripture 
[ie all chat-I have ſpoken (for the ſubſtance 
Fof it at leaſt) if Gow haſt bur an eye of 
4 faich; and without: queſtion rhe ſight of 
{aich is as ſure and true as a fight of ſenſe ; 
Fwbat- reaſon canſt thou- have, why thou 
F-houldſt not work as induſtriouſly to eſcape 
'Þbell, and obtain, heaven, _ as if thou hadſt 
t&nown theſe things experimentally, when. 
Ee word of the living and true God ſpeak- 
Ferh -ir ſo expreſly 2 look 2 Cor. 5, & 10. 
Ads 19.13, Ecclef, 12,2, ult, ver(, 


3 "= 
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© ' 2, Suppoſe thou wert ſure to die this 
:day colne moneth, and take poſſeſſion of 
thine eternal eſtate, to do that which thog 
Eeever didſt before, northalt ever do again, 
Feven to:throw; thy - laſt caſt. for eternity , 17 
Twouldft chou- not then, lay aſide.all other --. 
Ematters, and make it chy-onely bufineſs zo: _ © -- 
mluce.an inccreſt in Chil > mae ONE 
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Meditation on hell, 
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ſure of 'a regenerated anRified nature 
wou!dſt thou not 'then-think, Well now., If 
there is no-deub*ng, no dallying any longer; 1 
I am now going to my long long everlalt. 

1 


ing home ; if 'T now deceive my -felf with | 
atly thing in ſtead of the power of godle I 
neſs, and miſtake at death, Ifhall miſcar- 
ry for ever ;-if I benot then right, I ſhall}; 
be wrong for ever. Now or never, nowandÞ | 
* : py ever, | 
$-=%-- Wouldſt thon not highly prize - every 

+ 25:24 Ayeek of that moneth'; 'every day of- th 
*% - Seeks, every hour of thoſe dayes , yeaand 
= 8&4 every minute of thoſe hours, and ſay, Aly 
* 2% deſperate folly to leave a- work of ſuch in- 

>. 4niteweight (tor which tny wholelife was 
lirtle licrle enough ) to {© ſhort a ſpace; 
and yer O infinite-mercy,, that 1 have any 
ſeaſons -of grace left: 5 wherein I tnay yet! 
work out my ſalvation with fear and trem-J+ 
bling « How would 'thou lador asfor life: 
41n this duty, and that ordinance, manging * 
"On thoſe breſts, andtugging hard for ſomeF/: 
' ſpiritual good ! Wouldſt thou not withF*; 
Jacob wraſtle with God ,/ weep and mmakeÞ}®: 
Tupplication-? wouldſt- thou' nor with the [? 
\Ninivites cry mightily unto God for mer-J}. 
_ ex * How would'thy prayers /proceed fic 
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an Tretthbend to 7 Gatimp, 


f | the very bottom of thy heartzand with what 
Jiotce would they piercethe very heavens ? 
how wouldſt thou with the-Bereans ſearch 
ie ſhe Sept ? and ſee upon what termes 
hit and heayen may be had, Wouldſt 
on nor ſtrive to break thy heart with the 
tad of the law, and -/ melt it- with 
the Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel , that thon 
| [Wighteſt repent? Wouldft thou nor- n+." - 
age thy ſou! from the freeneſs of - .--+.4,4.5 
: Gods mercy, the fulneſs of Chriſts merit ' ©" 
[to believe: O what fad thoughts wolldſt 
| thou now have'of thy ſoul}, and thy fins 2 
; What ſerions thou ghrs woulaRt Th have 
bf God, and Chr of hell, and heaven, 
{ of death a d pig e Surely othet | 
| fi” thoughts then * now thou * 
1 Thus Erivnil it would be witch thee if 
I thou wetrt to. Teave this world within a 
 month;or thon wert worſe then x mad man, 
* And why1hball it niotbe thus with thee now, 
{when chou att ſo far from eaſaring chy life 
fora moneth , that thou canſt nor promiſe 
i? {elf the next hour 2 doſt thou nor be- 
j teve that thy foundation is'in the daft? Job 
£2-19,” thit man at his beft eſtate is altoge- 


'T Ther vanity: To 32, 5. that one __ 
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- Meditation on pn Hell, 
_ full fin ength, being wholly at eaſe and 


quiet, bisbeafis bake ful f milk... and | 


's bones moiſtned with, tarrow, Job. 21; 


_ 
nemo £ſt 


i craft;- 


© aun ſobi 
_» audeat pol- 


tireri, Eu- 


3,24. Thon art nota tenant at thy own 
will, whilſt rhon dwelleſt in thy houſe of 
clay, Thou cutteſt large thongs of Gods 
time, if thou. aflureſt thy ſelf another 
week, But took, Reader,, doſt thou not 
ſee that eternity is at the very. threſhold of 
thy. houſe, that there is, bur a ſtep, athin 
paper wall of life, between thee and eters. 
nity.!... Is there not much more reaſon that. 
thou: ſhouldſt be mare induſtrious for. thy. 
ſoul and falvation when thou art not ſure to: 
live a day, than if thou wert tyre. to live a 
moneta ? | 
._ Theres abird peculiar to Jreland, called? 
the Cock of the wood , remarkable for its 
fine fleſh and foll al the difficulty to 
kill them, is to = them; they flie i 
woods in flocks; and if .one be ſhor,the re! 
remove not but to the next tree and there | 


ſtand ſtaring at the ſhooter, rilſ the whole Þ 
covey be deſtroyed yet. as fooliſh as this ; 


bird .1s, it may be the Embleme of moſt wiſe! 
mea in- point of mortality; .death ſweeps: 


all the reſt remain Ro whit moved, ill? 
a 


away one and one, and:one and another.) a 
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Z an Tncilement to Godlineſs. 219 
Paſt they are deftroyed, and then their folly 

on . . 
$35 (though to0 late) bewailed, - ft 


-*'3, Suppoſe thoucouldſt ſpeak with thy 
carnal -unregenerate neighbors or friends ; 
<hatare now under endleſs remorſe , fryin 
Jin thoſe unquegchable flames, and ſhould 
ask them what cauſed them to miſcarry for - 
ever, and how they came to that place .of 
torment;and they ſhould tell thee,O friend 
FT thought heaven might have been had 
| without ſo much ado, that chere had been 
no need of that 'ſerjouſneſs and laboriouſ- 
neſs-which a few preciſe ones praftiſed, and 
which Miniſters ſo much vrefed. I choughr 
$ 1mightdowell enough with a formal lazy 
outſide ſerving of God, becauſe my neigh- 
bors did no berter : 1 preſumed,that becauſe 
'God was merciful , and Chriſt meritonous, 
1-& I enjoyed the outward priviledges of the 
*Goſpel, and gave God ſome ofthe time I 
could ſpare from the world and the fleſh in 
'2lirtle hearclefs devotion, that I ſhould be 
Ifaved ; neverlooking at chat inward reno- 
Lyation and outward reformation which (I 
ſeenowto my (urrow / are required in all}, 
towhom-the ſpecial mercy of Qod and me- 
tit of .Chriſt thall be extended; and'now ; 
$9 © 2h | | . Wo. -: 3 
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M Meditation on hell, 
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wo and : alas, 'I am tormented in cel ; 
. Aames, 
After ſuch an hearing from hell, would 
thou not be diligent to preyent thy damne [4 
. tions? wouldſt thou not take heed of t choſe 
knives ofnegligence, idlene(s 3nd formal; 
reſtiag ina tew good means, which did. . 
therhroate of. others ſouls ?- wouldſt thai 
after chis, jeſt ac heaven and hell , or trif el 
dbour regeneration or the new birth? 
Wonldſt thou again mock God, or coze 
thy (elf hx ay> of athell, a carcaſſe of 
Religion'? Would not- the words thou] 
hadfſt lately heard, be alwayes ſonnding i 
thine ears, and piercing thy heart; ad: 
quickening thee to be ſedulous and indus 
Frious about:thy ſoul affairs? And why iel 
thou not do as much now, when I,can aſſure 
thee from the mighty poſſeſlor of heaven 
and earth, that this is as true (namely that 
many ſouls are eternally ſunk-by reaſon « 
thoſe quick-ſands) as if thou hadſt heard 1 
ir from the mouth ot hell; nay jt is poſhbleÞ'« 
a damned wretch may, deceive thee, but it 
is impoſſible that the bleſſed God. (who! 
: _— as much with his own auth) 1 
ould deceive thee. Look TI 2-3: Me 
XK >. Wea, E3oSSo. 2 3.1, t 
"i 1 9EY ye "EE. 4. Sup pt 
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an Incitermeitt to 9 Godlineſs, 6 25 


Þ- T Suppoſe thou hadſt with Moſes had'e 
[fight of the back parts of the infinite God 

1 about whole ſervice Tam perſwading thee 
[robe diligent ) or with 7/aiah , hadft feen 

| ame extraordinary manifeſtation 'of his+ 

| 

1 


lory ; or hadſt been with the diſciples at. 

the transfiguration of Chriſt 2 Or ſuppoſe 

{ahouhadſt been if heaven,and ſeen theroy- 

alty nd majeſty of God in chole 'glorious 

| ovects = Sainrs which continually wait 

him, and inthe glorified Saviour,who 

h at his right hand, and repreſencerh 

| hims Inch and fully as is poſſible ro: the 

of. men : . - Suppoſe thou hadft taken 

1& notice of the number*{how:many mil- 

| _=__ and order of Gods ſervants there, 

highandnoble their worksz how lo- 

- and pure their worſhip , and hadfſt 

| known the infinite power , holine(s\, wiſ- 

1 dom;, and juſtice of God 2s they do, 

| and God ſhould turn thee again into this 

world, wouldft thou llubber over thy du- 

| ties, and play with his Ordinances as now 

hou doſt * wouldſt thou pray to this God 
$if thou prayedſt not « or hear from his-; 
Majeſty as if thou heardeſt nor © or attend 
zonhim-tocareleſly, as it thou didſt nor ar- 
2end'on himat all :-or wouldft chon not WW 
kf ther 


Meditation on Gods power, 


ther think I can never be too ſerious in. the}, 
ſervice: of ſuch a God I can-never waitÞ 
on him with humility enongh, and with$ 
watchfulneſſe enough , with upright-Þ 
neſſe enough , and with:care and diligenceF 
enough, | 7:8 


Shouldſt thou not be. laborious in''the 
ſervice of {ucha gaad God : Give meleave 
tourge this thought alittle farther, and td 
give theea Scripture ortwo, which through 
the free grace of God hive ſametimes help 
e4 me againſt deadneſs and dullneſsin:du- 
ties. The one is 2 Chrox, 2.:and 5, where 
Solomon telleth us, The houſe Iam to build 
muſt be great (mark the reaſon) far greats 
our God above all gods.: If Godbeſogreat 


a God, how greatly is he to be revetenced?}] 

canſt thoudo too much ſervicefor him-2 or 

givetoo-much glory to him 2 Canthy1ove; 

to him be too great? or can op fear of 
1 


him be too great ? or can thy labor for 
him be too grew , when this God is ſo 
great, That he meaſareth the ocean in the hot: 

tow of his hand, and meteth out the heavens 

with a ſpan , and comprehendeth the duſt: 
the earth in a meaſure, and weigheth themonns 
tains in ſcales, and the hills in a ballante.. 
|; Be 
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An intirement 1 Obltendſe, = 
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Þ and are counted as the ſmall duſt of 'rhe bir 
ance, Behold he taketh up tht Iſles ds 4tuthy 
Þ little thing. And Lebanon ts n0t (ufficient th 
bps , nor the beaſts thereof ſuffictevt for -4 
| urnt-offering. All Nations be ore him art 
& nothing, and they are counted to him as 


'l Behold the Nations are as-4 "a rhe Biiikert 


6,17, God is a great G od and therefor? Treat- 

y to be feared, Plal,89.7. God is a eVeat GoZ, 
and therefore greatly to bz praiſed; for his great> 
peſs is wnſearchable,Þſal.,145,f.,, . 
1fhe be-a great God,he may well tequirs 
4great houſe to be his material remple,and 
if he be 3 great God, may he not.ju ty call 
for a great part of,yea all thy heart tobe bly 


ſpiritual temple? Tris likely the'Soh,Ss 
- p01. learned this of his father David, wa 
piveth us this as the'teaſon why he danced 
o {ore the Arke of the: Covenant of the 
f Lord of the wholeearth with all his mighe, 
o# 2549.,6.14, & 21, It was (faith he) befote 
F the Lord : asif he had aid , Had it beer 
before menonly,or in their ſervice, I might 
have been' cold and carele(s , flothfil and 
3 |: veeih ; butit was before tlie Lord, the 
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whom Iam! nnſpeakably obliged fof hi 
My | L213 
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lee then nothing and vanity, 113, 40, 14, 15; 


Safnite, incomprehenſible, afd boly Go8!, 


di- _. 


-— ——— ji II - 
\ — __—_— F 


The A mthors Exhortation 


itinguiſhing mercy; and therefore all my Þ 
R: Ng ur arvtienerch was little coup ( 
Ns EP God... Imight mind thee furthegÞ 
that thou haſt wrought bard in thy ſlavery'Þ 
ro the world and thy fleſh, in thy drudgery 
ro the devil and thy luſts , whoſe reward F 
and wages is nothing but . diſappointment 
and  yexation;,- hell and damnation; and. 
ſhouldſt thon not be feryent fiery (ſeething 
hot as the word-fignifieth ) in ſpirit wh 
thou art ſerving the Lord? Rom. 11,12, I} 
might alſo ask thee to whom thou oweſt 
thy whole ſtrengch,” and chy whole heart if 
not to God £ Art thou ſo mneh indebred 
tothe world and thy fleſh, thoſe enemies 
of. thy ſalyation, as thou art to the bleſſed 
God 7 and who will at laſt pay thee beſt for 
thy ſtrength and time? God or the world, 
Chriſt or the fleſh. But I may ſpeak more 
tothis in another place. | 
Well Reader, havel yet, or rather the; 
Lord by me, perſwaded thee to ſet about: 
this great huſinels (upon which thy eternal 

elicity-dependeth ) timely, that is preſent-, 
ly,8 throughly, that is withal thy ſtrength, 
as.the main chief and onely wor Thaw, 6 F 
to do? Art thou reſolved ro do thine ut- 
moſt endeavor ,' and through the ſtrengths If 
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haſt plunged thy ſelf? 15 there not abun- 
dant reaſon in what thou haſt read © Are 


the jealous everliving God 2 15 1c I only 
that call upon thee, to mind this ſpiritual 
life,cr do not the daily and nightly mercies 
which thon (unworthy wretch) injoyelt * 
do not the dreactul judgements which 0- 
thers feel, and thou haſt roo much cauſe to 


tear © do not thy fiveet babes , thy dear. 


children, cry often and aloud inthine ears, 
© thar there were an heart in our Father, 
inour Mother, to fear the Lord, and keep 


not che Almighty God; who obſerveth all 
"thy wickedneſſe, in whoſe hands rhouart 
every hour, who can with a word ſpeak thee 
ato that place of wo, where the worth of 
Face and holineſſe is bettet known , and 
Where the weight of fin and ungodlineſſe 


A [Q 3] 
T2 © 


of Chriſt faichfully .to follow the directi- 
tons which I ſhall commend to thee from 
the Lord ,. in order to thy recovery out of 
that bottomleſle miſery , 1nto which thon 


| they the words of a finu! aying man, Or of 


all his Commandements alwayes , that 1f, 
might go well with them and with their 
| "4 forever ? Dent,5. 29, Nay, dothy 


is moxe felt? In hope that thou wile nor be; 
en ab ENEMy to the God that made mate 


J% 
it. 


" 
” = 
" a 
_ 0 
' 
, 
* 
vT. z 
> $ ry, =» F 


224 The knowledge of . owr diſea[c, 
that thon wilt not do /that deſpight' tothe Þ 
Spirit that moveth thee, that thou wile : 
be ſuch a wiltul murderer of thy precious $x 
ſoul' as to negle& them, I ſhall ſer them'Þ 
down ; the Lord ſet them /home to thyF 
heart, 't 
.- Come along with mg,, and I willſhew 
thee the Brjde, the Lambs Wite, how the 
miſt betrimmed and adorned tor the mar- 
rage, | 


ol 


= wo 


7. _ - Firſt, Get thine underſtanding, inlight- 


Y * "pag ned in the knowledge of thy fins and miſe-: 


= tion, If Theknowledge of thy diſeaſe and dan- 


ger muſt precede thy recovery and cure, O 
1w many thouſand fouls haze miſcarried. 
ik the dark of ignorance 2 Did inen know, 
ſarely they would not daily by their fins 
ctucifie the Lord of glory : Didthey know 
their miſery, they would notbe ſo merry as 
they are in waves of iniquity;they ruth into* 

\ fin aS the horſe ruſheth into the bartel, nor” 
knowing it will be totheir death , ' to theirÞ 
deſtruQion, I have ſometimeread a ſtory of 
#King that was ever penſive,and never ſeeti 
to ſ{mule,and being asked by his Brother che] 

cAiſe of ir, he put hintoff till che nexr day'} 

y --foban anſwer; and jn the 'nicah'time cauſeda 
#44.4 2 ; leep 
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(| deep pic tO bemade, commaridine his "a 
'vames to 1 it haff full with fiety coals; and 
then 'cauſeth awold rotten board to be laid 
overit,' and over the board tohang a tiy9- 
Tedged fword by x ſmall fender thred, with 
thepoint.-dowawards, and clofe by the, pit to 
ſet #table full 0f-21] manner of delicacies, 
His Brother coming next dity for an anfyer, 
| wasplaced at the board , and for men with 
drawn {words abotit / nm, ind with all the 
beft moſick chatconld be had'to play before 
him: Then the King called to bim, ng, 
Rejoyceand be merry Brother, ear, drink, 
"op rele , forhere is pleaſanc befng... Bur 
he rephed*, O'niy T.ordan{ King, ow catt 
{| Ebe merfy', bein ſuchdinger on every” 
I fides Then faſfthe King , Look howir is 
how with thee, ſoit 'is/alwayes: with wie 
| i: If Flook above me; Tſce'the great and 
teadful- Judge; ro whom I muſt oIVe Af ac- 
ant of all my thoug!-ts,words, and deeds; 
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Fit Ibbok undecame., Tee the endleffs tor- 
-Þ nents of hell, -wheteinto half be caftif T - 
dic in'my-ins ; if I look behindme,-I ſee” 
the ſins whith: Fhave committed: and [3 | 


kk befofe me, I (ce death every day draxys, 
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my right hand,1I ſee my conſcience accuſing F 

me of all theevil I have done, 'and good] }t 

have left undone in this world : andiif IF} 

look on my left hand, I ſee the creatures on | 
their Makers behalf, crying out for ven» | 
geance againſt me a Rebell,. Now then} 
| ceaſe hereafter to wonder, why I cannot re- 

* joyceinthe things of this wotld. 

. T his 1s the condition of every unſandi- 
fied man and woman , -and did they but. 
know it, they would {ce burlUrtle craſs to 
ſpend their dayes in paſtimes and pleaſure; 
bur what the eye ſeethnor;the heart greives | 

- fot: Had  Haman known he had been ſo:J. 

nigh kis funeral , he would hardly have ] 
boaſted ſo much to his fr tends; but it is the 
policy of the God of this world , co hlind' 

- mens eyes , leaſt they ſhould ſee and avoid: 

2 damnation. As when a MalefaQor is fon 

3:55 ſome capital crime caſt at the Aſize , he: 
manded then carried into adark dungeon, and thence 

* Whac bur- Cy execution : So the Devil, knowing char}? 

| | She al All the Sons and Danghrers of. 4dam are 

ad caſt by the Law of God ( the Law ſhureing? 
ef fb them all yp under {in and wrath ) endea 

B vourethro keep them in the {ungeon ofig=1 

mar  n9:nce,. tl che day of their execution; 

: JON vederong had s Fongnere ” | 
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kia, '2"Kines 25, and 7. 'hepur' "goth 
'byes, bound him in ferters, and tÞ er | carried 
"him away to Babylon: Thus Satan as foph 
[as he entereth. i yes the ſoul, labobrerh to pyr 
ont the eyes of the underſtinding, and {075 
ſead chem hood-witkt to: hell,” "Did men 
know what they had done againſt God, and 
how they had undone themſelves, "hey 
* | would be reſtleffe till they artained 2 ne- 
tf dy: Did the Fger but khow "the pattr f 
« ouſ ſe, power. and juſtice of that Gn 
| whom he daily provoketh'? Did. he bur 
| iow the love and kindneſs, the blood 2nd 
f thowvels of thar $3viour, whom he underva- 
4 ſneth: Did he but know the pleaſures, and 
joy, and bappineſſe in heaven, which he w_ 
leteth : Did he but know the beaury and 
artiiableneſs, the delighrs an1 mfok of 
4 face and holinefſe,w hich he deſpiſerh: Dug 

Che but know che/emptineſfe m4 vanity of 
his deceirful 'world , which he ſo heartily 
| Felnbracerh Did he but know where ſit is 
Lit the premiſſes,” ſorrow ahd hell (withour. 
Furh and ant! fiedrion) muſt be in the'con- 
Elafion;' Did men, 1 (ay, 

| ings, how quickly v would. they, turn from 
+ kn unco God | giving a bilt'of divarce to. 
jeir'moſt beloved faſts ; and entringinto2* 
"oh [2.4] ORE: 
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'but know theſe | 
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folewn coyenant with the-Lord! ! But 
ing their underſtandings darkned,: they 
To from the life of, God (that is 


2 life ok ho eſſe) + through the ignorance 
Wars we en, Bret of - oooh indneſſe 


exprelly hs 5p 
Wee rea! ſon 2 wh "men are EO 
b: ghrs: 19, ;5bep0 power of. S100, . 
AE thou mayſk by all-thi fu the nes, 
of Cnc: tele. F, ever th Ou , hou monk 
7 ae aud ſaved. The Devil 
ore) Fargiets, men hood-winkt. ro 
r, God will never carry;thee bling-, 
5 to. heaven: The £49 of, 21 $41At iS: They 
[ 7 hs: in! tight, Cel.r.1, 12. 3nd the 
-F AY 
e 18ſt SEN inin Ae Prov. &.1 
iy, vr 5/2 "Ds knof 
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head without * a,.clean heart. the light _ 
hpoplegge, without the hear of grace! 5 but, - 
| 10s heart ina, grown pri nog dir: | 
1 Red d, =- ever accompanien, with 2 COMN- 
'petency. of knowledge in the head,”'- And; 
indeed knowledge. is {o near a kin to-gtace,. 
| that &nofeen cap Wordgt Gad put . for 
it, John. 17,31 4 life eternal, ts knav thee: 
tobe, the only trac God, and Jeſns. Chryf my 
: thay» haſt lent. So 1 Cor 3. 2, Phil, 38 
Iſai, 5 3:18, 
.1t: chon woul | be {an&ified, and vb ' 
bet knowledge, ek hnanledas 41 fl 414 
earch; for it 45: j@s1 hid txeaſurd 4 Pao. 137 
2:441;;T his. is-5he fizft ching.ro-be doggy; 
5-15 Gl inthe. Miniſters Commiſion, Acts, 
, 6.9. oa {rot $172 ag God'tg;Paub,to.0 frm. 
| hlin ds ws Hoy #45 08s; 
Big. Jag hes Toky 15 aft; jny. the, 
CS oaper RY Treapyincerh, 
the, man of, his, fas, . Jeb :+6:10g (145; 163 
pre! nem tothe pnderſtandipgamaralogye; 
KS: «ne th, aud | bloody .prayoratipa$n; 
us. Gnilty 58. AE: au 
primate Hegy ney Mean wc 
hk of orginal righreouſgeſſ: N yrs 
F&eep d eadly. pollationinghe roll fo 
4} ture, «Jew, 19: 499 nadredcungodly actiy! | 
- ons 
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The he necef Fry of chniviction. 


CA 


ons ; ſo_miny thoufind "uhholy and "el [ 
expreſfioiis/ ;- ''o many” millions of e&vilÞ® 
thoughts"and ſtiggeſtions: Item. ſo many : 
omiſhons;'and fo mary comitniſſfions:: Tem F* 
ſo-much precious time mi(-ſpent, a momelit' | 
of which' cannot be recalled or purchaſed h 
with the revenues of the world: Item, fo | © 
many talents of health, rength, foog® ray-'{® 
ment; eſteem, riches, and-t e like miſtm*J 
» ed: Trevs, fo many Sacraments, Sb- ; þ 
f{eaſons of grace miſ-improved: Trem. 
& Hth: vhcortigibleneſſe under aMiRions, 
ſo much unproficablenefſe'under metcies; | 
Fhus'the Shinte nlihrenerh the ſinners. | 
mind to'ſee his ſins KY their circumſtan- 
ces,and black apgravations ;''as alſo what i s | 
like to bethe fruit and effeR of ſin , ever 
nothing leſfe than ſyfferin everlaſtin per 
dition from! the” pigfenceof the Lord . It}; G 
may bethe Spirit 'may cdiiſe him,as it were,. 
to ſee the- ſmoakthar aſcendeth from the” : 
bottomleſte pir, to {mell'the ſcenr of that! 1 
inferqal britſtone, and fire ; "to hear” «th A | ; 
= 26nd howlings of the damned" + 
fMib SN: a very hoot Þis own: cor A 
jence,''7F itindeed'ts a free A 
and worketh pace mariner and meat nl 
he pleyſocler Bur this is certain, he convine, 
cer 
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The ntceſiity of conviction, 231 


'Fceth all of their fins and miſeries ; convii- 
;Fon doth go. before converſion, The Phy- 
:{firian of ſouls will heal none, bur ſach as 
'$know both their diſtemper and: rheir dan- 
| ger, and thereby how "—_ theyare'ob- 
| hged to him for their cure As in the firſt 
{creation one'of the firſt thing God made 
was light; foin the forming the-new crea- 
Feure Bemninactica is before ſanRification; 
{Every one is able to ſay in'Chriſt as he in 
Jrhe Gofpel,Thi'1 know, whereas 1 was blind, 
now I ſee, Johng, 25. NY 
This 1s abfoutely neceffary ,in order to 
| the ſecond direction I have to commend tg 
theez which 'is che Yncere humiliation of 
thy ſoul, There 'muſt be aday-break of 
Slight in the underſtanding, before there can 
be:an-heart-break of forrow ini the affe&- _ 
4 ons; till fin and wrath, be diſcerned by x5 
knowledgein the mind, they wilt beno bur- | 
{den to the conſcience , nor grief to the {pj- 
Fit: As no good wrapt up in darkneffe ex- 
{cicesdefire., ſo no-evil (wathed np in igno- 
France ftriketh terror, We- may: oblerve 
ghis by the holy' Apoſtles expreſſion; 7wi3s 
alive mithent the law, but when the commagnd:= 
a eps came. fin revivedand I died, Rom, 7.9. PHE 
Bs «. the time was chat I was1gnorant both -*  /; 
* » a _ otsz.. — 
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262 Thenecefuyof contuiction..” 


of the, laws ftriineſſe and my! own fintub- [yh 
neffe,andtheaTahought myſelf robevay Ja 
{afe; may conſcience was very quiet, and my fs 
mnption) '2bout my. future eternal [lit 
nefle z/ thus. ©.,was alive without: the lawy Im 
but when'my'tyies were-inlightned , to: fea [th 
how exceeding broad the'C,ommandenients |y 
of God weze; aﬆ| that once. Ecompared-my [mn 

a 

[i 

t 


mes 


crooked mcewith that Rirajttule , and rook' 
notice howar. ſhort I cameof chat obediz 
oper the law required }-I was\thena 
|  410Rt mans} 1 quickly: pulled ni my 
 plumesand took down mytals, with which: 
= naſtening in my*conceit to Heaven ; | 
for Ifound;that I was in-very:deed-in the It 
road. to, betl, ' WWher the) Gommiandemient 
came, ſinxewvived and Fdicdi Fhere wisthed I 
life enough in my lyſts-;to wound me uaco | 
dearh, f rh dyed, ! -Fguittt $0.2 0 4,004 
Reader, 1t thou art eanyinced {0 farreof } 
the abſolute neceſſity. of. cotwerfion;,"as ta | 
deſire it unfeignedly , let-me requeſt thee | 
tor the ſake. of. thy por foul,” to ſer tome"! 
roplideraBie time; apart;'. thy body'havls,| 
d many. yex$.F# {urely thy ſoul deſervetls 
oneday,, andyglar; ſpeedily. tobe ſerionsin 
abour. its cage eſtate, and: to comp ws, 
10 , | WL 
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Conviction by the Law,” 233 


thy wicked lifewith che pure Law of God, 
;Jand obſerve how nieatngly thou haſt 
werved from the precepts'therein comr 
{{Imanded ; conſider not only its outward and 
literal, buclikewsſe its inward and ſpiritual 
Imeaning, andabou mayſt preſently diſcern, 
[that thy whole converſation for ſo many 
| [years as "then haſt lived, hath been a contt: 
: nued aberration and w andring from the Lord 
[and his Laws: If thou-lookeſt arjight in 
thar-glafſe, it: will diſcover all the (pors, all 
 [thedirt, that have been in the face of thy 
Ideart and life, 7 Jam! 1, 23; Bhs Law is thi 
| knonleaze of fon Rom, 3 

Conſider alſo,thar thy Breach of the Lan 
makes thee liable to the curſe of the Law, 
(Imbich is the infinite eternal wrath of che 

Law-giver, Cmrſed i every one that contie 
| aueth not in all things that are written in the 

þ book of the Law to do them, Gal, 3.10. 
1: The Law muſt be ſatisfied ; ſincenot in 
ts accompliſhment, it will in thy punith- 
_——— 
It God caft the glorious Angels out of 
Sheaven and reſerved them | in chains of dark- 

to the judgement of the great day for 

"5 ger chat (as ſome think) in thought; 
DIC pan bell may he caſt thee ,. whoſe 
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234 Humiliation muſt follow Thkumination, 
TE —— ' . ——_— 
iniquities for weight are like the ſand of th 
ſea,atid for numberlike the ſparks of a furs 
nace,and-the ſtars in the firmament ! Think 
of it with all poſſible ſeriouſneſle ; thoy 
hangeſt over the mouth of hell every moe 
ment by a ſmall thread of life , and if thath6 
ſhould be cur aſunder, the whole world can#n 
not {ave thee from dropping into it, Fe 
HEEL 2, In the next place labour to ger' thy rs 
2 yy > heart deeply and throughly affe&ted with 
5+ thy fins and miſery, Humiliation muſtha 
= Follow Hlumination. It is not- enough for"fhe 
3 this knowledge: of the tranſgreſſions thou"if 
. Haſt committed;3nd the wrath thou haſt de-"J 
ſerved,to ſwim in thy head (it may be there 
as fire in the flint to no profit) bur ic muſt 
fink down into thy-hearc, andbe beaten out! Thi 
into an application of, and lamentation for Þ 
thy guilt and wickedneſs, + 
Man is fo finfully ſubtle, that he can bear ; | 
the hiſtorical knowledge of theſe things in 
his underſtanding , he can hear the name of 
finand hell, and be no more troubled then} 
ata painted devil , ora tale of purgatory $ 
' but when God brings down fin from beings 
© anotion-to he an obligation:, and entereths] 
 an-ation againſt the (oul within it ſelf, thens? 
ELD 's 8 Sk = | TG, -1t ; 
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Humiliation muſt follow Tilymination. 235 - 
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will begin to melt, and mourn, under the 
aſe of its ſins and ſufferings, Thus after 

e Spirt of God hath been a ſpirit-of con- 
Rion, it becometh a ſpirit of bondage; 
lat eye which was before enlightened to 
te the lewdnefle. of his heart and life, 
omerh now to affe&t his heart with grief 
ad ſorrow : This we find in thoſe Con- 
Ferts, Acts 2, 37. when they had heard of 
heir fin and guilt, they began to recant and 
ſepent. ; When they heard thoſe things they 
pere pricked to the h:art, The nails which 
Thad pierced Chriſts hands now pierce their 


hearts, Ic was with them (faith one) as 
Ji the ſharp points of daggers had been ſtack 
I faſtened in their hearts, They wounded 

jemſelves wich ſorrow , that ever they. 


ad wounded the Lord. Jeſus with their 


FE The whole life indeed of a true Chriſtian 
4s (in ſome reſpects) a lite of repentance: 
; Je js often gretving Gods Spirit, and there- 
fre he is often greived in his own (pirit : 
loag 48 the ſhip leakerh, the pump maſt 
5, Though the Chriſtian doth not pad- 
'or wallow inthe mire of fin every day, 
Sgracelefſe ones do-z yet be findech, that 
Wy bis hands contract due , and his ſout- 


Bo, | guilt, 4-5. I 
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pie g chvefor be mt þ 
penitanice, | 
Some opord of Mary Mardiles, thir 


fp c thirry years in Galb4 1 w fol 
her fins: And Tertuflran faith of, all $ 
That he was born for repentance, Ava 
celleth 8s; That with grief he confideted? 

*71 15h, Whole courſe' of his fe + I found (* wt 

medi. terh he) en of ſinin the ſits of mh 
infancy ; the'yourh and- growth of fin” | 
the ſits of ry youth an growths and t 
ripeneſfe of all fin jn the {ins of my tipea 
perte@-age ;/ and then, he breaks ont fl 
this arherical expreflion'; Whar retn a 
eth for 'thee; wretched man , bur that FN | 
_ thy whole life mn  bewayling thy whe 


SM ih eſpecilly at hd time of 1 Elin 
= ans converſion he.is to mind conrricitt 

when the veſſel is newly tapt, then it iN | 

neth moſt freely and olencifully, Non 

might approachthe King of Perſia's Cow al 
4 in ſackcloth and monthing, Bf, 4. 3, bi 
ro wandring finner may draw- near to. 
42 + Kingof Heaven withour it,” 4 Fong 1 
Ps = SOD ye ſhall periſh, God is reſc 

k che finners heart 'orfeat! 


" Ml, E- , 
oy — FRI", 
BW! We. Y WOULr "CT 
+ £243; *-5 e 4 > 
© "fa | - 2 14.% Is 
© _— : % 3 
4 Pn Sv þ £-< Sw 
a , 5 __ * i 
Ty 2.6 = .” a 
$4 _ -_ 
ws "I - . 1 A 
woot xr © 


3 >» VS 4 


Contritidn;# part of Converſion, 
and the of ir felt; before itbebound up 
1 and The wicked Prodigal muſt: 
| come to his Fartier with. compunRion. | £D 
* his ſoul ;: as well as confeſſion in his =s 
' mouth, 5G 
W ' Look cherefore, O finner; intoche book 
10 of thy conicience-, and read over the black 
4 lines that ſtill-are-in thy 'curſed heart , and 
{4 the bloody leayes of & wicked life ; how 
I] fong thou haſt hived to little purpoſe, yea;to - 
I! [the killing of thy ſoul for-ever 3, how fare - 
og; thou haſt been from accompliſhing the ett 
I: for which thou waſt born, and the errand fox © 
} which thou waſt ſent into the world,. Kegp 
| a petty Aſfize in thy heart 3; preferre a large 
i Bill of Indictment againſt thy ſelf ; accuſe 
| nd condemn thy ſar not only. verbally;bur 
i cordially, if;.ever thou wouldſt have Chriſt 
i| to acquit thee, "Thou haſt ſpent many 
years 1 finning, and ſhouldſt choy not ſpend 
+ dome hours in forrowing? Thou didſt make 
ſ} | the ſoul of ſeſus Chriſt ſorrowtul unto 
death ; fhalt not therefore cby foul be (or- 


(4 7c ful, when thyſorrow may "be unto life * 
Dic the Rocks rent when heidied'for ſin; & 
allnortliy rocky þearc that thou haſt lived 

Pf: 17 He god for thee, and ivilt not thog 
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238 Spiritual good ſhould be 
weep for thy ſelf? hou haſt filled Gods 
. («) Bag with thy fins,and haſt thou no tears 
* for his (6) Bottle? Haſt thou ſo long bro» 
- ken the holy Commandements of God, 
and ſhall not thy heart now at laſt be bro- 
ken? The damned feel fin, it lyeth heavy | 
on their ſouls ; eouldſt thowlay. chy ear to 
the mouth of that botcomleſle pit , thon | 
might perceive by their yellowings arid | 
howlings , chat ſin is (tn in hell, how lightly 
ſever it is regarded by men upon earch, 
The Lord Jeſus felt fin ; Hadſt thou been | 
in the garden , and ſeen his bleſſed body alf | 
over in a goar blood, beheld thoſe drops, yea | | 
clods of. blood thar trickled down his face, | 
ſurely thou wouldſt have believed that it || 
was ſome heavy weight indeed which cau- |; 
OS a bloody {wear ina cold winter Þ, 
night. | ; 
Sin art not thou yet weary and heavy | 
laden? Dol ſpeak toa man ora beaſt? co], 
a living creature, or to a rock that will never 
be moved? If thou haſt a diſeaſe in thy bo» |, 
*% dy,thou canſt greive and com na why I} 
Is rt for the diſeaſes of thy foul? Are not [x 
Z _— farre more deadly , more dangerous? 
f 


— 


ou loſeſt a child, O what crying and} 
Y _y roaring, | 


$ <a. , PRs 
+ © $3 4, P 


— lalidlifor napndl 


| todring,what wringing of hands,and water- 


of profit, an houſe, or a beaſt, thou canſt 
mourn , and think of it often with forrow £ 
And doth it not greive thee, that thon haſt 


| 


thy Saviour, thy Soul, thy God to eter- 
tity? If thou miſleſt a good bargain that 
was offered thee, whereby thou mightſt in- 
creaſe thy eſtate; orif thou buyeſt ax hireſt 
at too dear arate, hoty doſt thou beſhrew and 
befool thy. (elf for it ? Haſt thou not ten 
thouſand times more cauſe to be really and 
kighly diſpleaſed with thy ſelf;and to abbor 
thy ſelf in duſt and aſhes, that thou ſhould 
have all the riches, and glory, and pleaſures 
of the eternal Kingdom tendered to thee 
with many intreaties,and yet thou haſt refu- 
{kd them for the lying vanities of this 
world, and for the pleaſures of fin, which 
&e-but for a ſeaſon? Thou haſt denyed 
Heavens, bappineſle for a bubble, abutter- 
By ; allthings '* nothing.Did ever any too! 
wy ſo dear, and ſell ſo cheap © Like Savt, 
Jbuſte himſelf in ſeeking: Aﬀes, when a 
I Kingdom ſought him : Like Shime; , ſeek 
tis ſervant, and thereby loſe am(elf, No 


| ing of cheeks ? nay, if thou loſeſt a place 


lolt,not thy child or cattel, bur thy Chriſt, 


LR 2] tool © 
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fool like the finner,that embraceth a ſhadow 
which will certainly flee from him,and neg- 
leReth the ſubſtance which endureth to 
eternity, | 


w—__ --- > > Hh * 


Honorius the Emperor hearing that Rome 
was loſt, cried, Alzs, alas, very mournfully, 
fearing it had been his hen ſo called, which 
he exceedingly loved ; but hearing it'was 
the famous City of Rome that was become 
a prey fo his cruel enemies, he made aruſh] | 
at it : Thus too too many can greive ſuf] ; 
ciently tor the loſle of vanities, riches, but} 
not at all for the loſle of God, and Chriſt, 


and enduring felicities, - 


Well Friend,repent timely fand truly of | 
this thy folly,for I muſt tell thee, ſhortly it] 
will be too late; if repentance be hid 'from 
thy heart now, repentance will be hid from 
Cods eye then, by whoſe Law thou art now|' 
a condemned man aiready.; if thy heart be 
bardened now in ſinning, the heart of God 
will ere long be hardened in ſentencing theeÞ 
to' an eternity of ſuffering, #1 


Ir is an infinite mercy , that Godyet al- 
[a lowetl 


-e— 
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| loiveth thee liberty for ſecond thoughts, 
{| that notwithſtanding thou haſt ſhipwracked 


e 


- 
. . 
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accepted with God, 


thy ſoul, yet thou mayſt ſwim out ſafe upon 
the plank of repentance, ,O theretore 
think no pains too great to break thy ſtony 
heart; it is worth the while, when free 

race'hath promiſed a vaſt reward to that 
xeaven-born work, Hadſt thou once offered 
up to God the ſacrifice of a ſpirit truly ſor- 
rowful,cut of love to God, and ſelf-loath- 
ing,becauſe of fin, I could tell thee as good, 
2s joyful news, as ever thine ears heard: 


"The Father of mercies, and God of com- 


forts, will be reconciled to thee in the Lord 
Jeſus: Thy prayers for pardon and lite will 
pierce Gods ears,and find acceptance if they 
proceed from abroken heart , from fGncere 
repentance, A penitent tear isa meſſen- 

er that never went away without a ſatis- 
tactory anſwer, Prayers with fach tears 
'2re prevalent z yea (in Lwuthers phraſe) om- 
nipotent: Muſick upon the waters ſounds 


' moſt pleaſantly : Thow haſt heard th: voice of 


* wy weeping, ſaith David, Pſal, 6,8, 


- Azeuſtus Ceſar having promiſed a great 


i} - a > 
EIFreward to any that could bring him the 


([R 3] head 
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 __ headof a famous Pirate, did yet, when the 
Pirate heard of it, and brought it himſelf, 

Facrt.in and laid it at his feet , not valy pardon, | © 

p. but teward him for his confidence in his 
mercy. 


=_ 


- jnvt. ger, Thou haſt written a long Letter againſt 
8 my Mother , but doſt thou not know that 
one tear of hers will waſhout all her faults? ] 
When the returning ſinner weeps, the ten- | - 
der-hearted Father ſmiles : Ag he rejoy- 
ceth and laughethat obſtinate ſinners de- | 
- BxodsiDe- ſtruftion and ruine, Proverbs 1, 26, (o he 
pow rejoyceth and ſmileth ar the penitent fin- | 
” legs NETS. converſion, He will do ſomething 
- gum flew. for an hypocritical humiliation, to affure 
2s us, that he will do any thing upon a fin-} 
cere humiliation, Seeſt thou , ſaith God, 
bow Ahals humbleth himſelf * this judge» 
ment ſhall not be in his dayes, but in his 
Sons 4ayes,, | 1 Kings 21, 29. A piti-] 
ful _ humiliation it was God knew; he 
lookt ſadly like a Foxin a trap , tneerly If 
to get out, yet God takes notice of it, | 
and+ deferrech the judgement upon it, Þ 
. Ft God ſer ſuch a price upon ger | 
"8, TAS ie-. what | 


a 

[4 

| | 

* Plmerch As * Antipater was anſwered by Alexan- , 
| 

( 


_ accepted with God, 
| whats will he upon trae gold © Fierce 
Eſau relenteth towards aNevirring Fa- 
: | <4," though he came againſt him ready 
s | aud reſolved to deſtroy him. Surely 
then the God of compaſſions ( to whoſe 
pity and mercy the bowels of all” the 
creatures are but as a drop to the Oce- 
an) who calleth thoſe that goe from 
= will not caſt away thoſe that come 
- 0 n1m, 


Reader, little doſt thou think how 
much he longerh for thy converſion and 
| dumiliation : Little doſt chou know what 
kifſes and embraces , what robes and 
rings, what mercijes and merits, whatan 
heaven and happineſſe, what a God, and 
Chriſt, and Grace, and Glory, ate all 
teady for thee, and wait only for thy. 
readineſſe and preparedneſſe tor . them , 
by thy humiliation for an averſion from 
thy deceitful corruprions, 


243 | 


. Alexanders Macedonians having offend- phy. in 
. ed him, laid” by cheit Armes, put on w#. 4lex«.! 
- tnourning apparel , came running in troops > 
+ bQ: bis tent , where for almoſt three dayes oa +) 
I3E [R 4] togerher 5 
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T he danger of impenitency, 


together they remained with loud cries and 


tears to teſtifie thejr remorſe for offending *}tj 


. 'him ; and wilt not thou do as much for of-' 


fending God ? 


As thou therefore loveſt the life of thy 
ſoul , endeavor: to get thy heart throughly 
humbled for thy fins; take a view of thy 
fins in the nord of God, in the glaſle of | 
his law , how in its nature it js contrary to 


| his bleſſed nature and perfect law, and for © 


its effects it maketh thee obnoxious to all” 
the threatnings of the word, to all the vi- 4 
als of © ods; wrath , to all the miſeries of Ft 


this life , and to all the torments of hell for * 
Ever. | | 


i Conſider while thou liveſt in thy e- 


ſtare of impenittency , thou art a curſed 
ſinner, and if thou dieſt in. ir thou art a 


damned creature ; the hand of God which 


is lifted up in the commination and threat- 
ning, will fall down in execution, If the ' 
wrath of a King be as 4 meſſenger of death, 
Owhat then will will the wrath of aGodbel -: 


As. that Chriſtian King of Hungary told 


is þrother (that ſprang into his-preſenc 4 


pale 


The danger of impenitency, 245 
{pale and trembling , becauſe of the Execu- 
tioner and Deaths-man, that had ſounded 
I his trumpet at his chamber door in the dead 

time of the night, to call him away to exe- 
{|cution ) O Brother, thou haſt loved me,and 
never offended me, and is the q of my 
Executioner ſo'dreadtul ro thee 2 how then 
ſhould I a greivous finner,fear to be brought 
to judgement before Jeſus Chriſt 2 Conſi- 
4 der the day of the Lords wrath is coming, 
-Jand who ſhall adideit 2 This terrible fire is 
| kindled';” this hortible tempeſt is gathered, 
ready to fall on thy head every mo- 
ment, Do not put theſe things farre 
off, as many do, who thereby deprive 
themſelves of the happy effets which 
theſe thoughts might produce, A Can- 
non afarre off, though never ſo great, 
Wdoth no execution $ men will not trem- 
Tble and fall down for fear of it , when 
once they apprehend it many miles off: 
Things afarre off , though very big , will 
{| fem very ſmall: A” Starre that is bigger _ 
than the whole earth ſeems no bigges 
| than a Torch, being 'many miles. from 
'F bs; : Look therefore on all that miſery 
that IS treated. of, in the fiſt uſe, . as 


lf 


6 | 6 thy 


mms” ; 


 246- , Fudgements inviſible greateſt. 6 4 
_ *_ thy portion, and as nigh to thee, eve 
At 7 very door , like a Serjeant; if 


waireth contingally to- arreſt thee, and 
hale thee to the priſon of hell, They 
is not-a night in which-thou lyeſt down 
to ſleep , but this roaring Lion of the 
wrath . of God lyeth down. beſide thee; 
and is ready , when thon art aſleep lit] 
dreaming of it, to rend thee aſunder,] 
and tear thy ſoul in pieces; . In the mor 
ning when thou riſeſt it waiteth up 
thee, dogging thee all the: day long 
whatſoever thou doſt , and followilf 1 
thee like a blood-hound whereſoever thalfh 
goelt thou mayeſt as ſoon flie from tif 
elf as from jt, ill thou art effecually 
bumbled for thy fins, the cauſe of it, 
And be not inſenſible of it , becauſe it 4 
inviſible to thee, The jufluences of the: 
Sun are hotteſt among the. minerals it 
the bowels of the earth, where it is not 
at all viſible, not they, ſenſible : So the 
fire of divine fury is botteſt where it 8 
pot viſible, nor the perſon ſenſible:}. 
Though thou mayſt ſee it as plainly 
in the Scripture, as the Sun at" naal 
' diy 3 God is angry with the wickeap 
| [every] 


: 
«a 
« 


———— 


every day , Pſalm 7, 12, There is 
wra oO "yp Bragecs of -- - ini- 
quiry , and it will affuredly and ſpeedily 
be indiRted , If thou art not timely and 
| rruly humbled and converted, 


'F would alſo defire thee to ponder 
much the free grace of God, which is 
diſcovered in the Goſpel ; what bowels 
of compaſſion ig the Father to give his 
Soni'; what infinite affetion in the 
$0n, to give himſelf for the reconcilta- 
{tion and falvation of his enemies, Ir is 
Tprobable the heat of this unknown love 
may melt thy frozen ſpirit-: This is the 
moſt ingenuous ſorrow which is never to 

be ſorrowed for , which ſpringeth from 

the confideration that thou haſt fin- 
F ned againſt ſo good , ſo pure, fo per- 

fet a God, in conformity to whom , 
$ and communion with whom, all thy 
*happineſſe conſiſteth, The Law indeed 
s of excellent uſe to open the: ſore, 
q to ſearch the wound, to make the Pa- 
tient feel his need of , and ſet a price 
Apon his Phyſitianz thus is is a School- 
Maſter ro drive the foul to Ginn 
fy | ut 


| 
] 
| 
, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Tneeuous ſorrow beſt, © 
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but winter fruits. are more harſh- and pri 
ſowre, when ſummer fruits are ſweet Jun 
and pleaſant, . ' God taketh moſt delight Jo 
in thoſe tears and ſorrow , which. are 8s 
the fraits of hot love to his bleſſed Ma Þbr 
jeſty, And could I ſee them once in far 
thee, I dutrſt. joy thee of thy Babe of I 
Grace , the new Creation, .. They are at [6 
leaſt the kindly venringy throws of one [8 
in travail , very near her;bour of dgli [ic 
very., 3s alſ]v often the after-paines: Il 
A ſtroak from ouilt = from wr it 
broke Fudas heart into deſpair : A look Ia 
from love, from Chriſt , broke Peters {f 
into teares. ., That ſap. and moiſture I 


Cbriſtus @ which in froſt and ſnow lyeth hid and I 


buried in the earth, ſheweth it (elf 
pleaſantly in the fruits of the trees, F| 
when it 1s called forth by the warmth of Þ 
the Sun. 


Even. Sarl himſelf will lift up his | 
voice, and weep when he ſeeth a clear | 


teſtimony of the love ' and undeſerved.Þ 
kindnefſle of David, 


=. 
" 


Haſt thou never beheld a condemned | 
priſoner F 


— — 


|  Tngenuous ſorrow beſt, 


| Ihrifoner diffolved into-| tears} upon the 
Fmexpected and unmerited receit of a par- 
"Kdon, who all the time before was as hard 
$ a flint * The hammer'ot the Law may 
break the icie heart of man with terrors 
and horror , and yet it may remain ice 
"IRill, unchanged : But when the fire of 
tove kindly. thaweth this ice. it' is chan- 
ged. and diſſolved into water, it is no | 
longer ice, but of another nature, Where 
the Sun is moſt ptedominant,. there are 1 
[ithe: Fveeteſt Spices, the! richeſt Mines, | 
and the coſtlieſt Jewels. : Do thou there- 

fore meditate much on the love of God 

and Chriſt to. thy unworthy for! : Think 

what love is' it that Ril} ſeth thee, 

notwithſtanding all 'thy 'Cod-daring and 
foul-damning provocations, and that when | 
others ( probably betre: than thy ſelf) [ 
are every day and night ſent to . that 1 
place, where God hath large intereſt for | 
his long . patience, What Jove is it, not | 
*only to :forbear thee , but alſo ro doe | 
{hee good ! thou. his enemy art hungry , 
{he feederh thee's thou art thirſty , he gi- 
Ixeth thee drink. 1f a man; find his ene- 
Jy will be let him goe, © 1 Sam, 24, 19. 
Bolle but 


Gods great leve in Chriſt. 


| —— 


but Io God findeth thee ev ng-F. 
ment ; as all thy fins are within VE. 
reach of tis eye, fo thou thy ſelf ho 
continually within the reach of his armiff, 
he can as eaſtly tura thee into hel, af 
tell thee. of hell : And yet he lecreh A 
thee goe, and more than thae , doth; 
thee good, . Thou ſpendeth- every hath; 
upon the ſtock 'of mercy, God is ah; 
great charge and much coft in contin: 
ing meac, and drink, and healeh, and 
RKrengrh, and time which chou doſt ravel 
Qur, and wanton away unprofitably, wth 7 


What love, was that in the Fathe I 
which ſent his own Son to die , that 
thou mightſt live ! Well might the 
beloved Diſciple ſay, God ſo loved | 
the world , that he gave his only begotten 
Son , that whoſoever believerth in | hy might | 
zot periſh , but have everlaſting life, Joh, 
3.16, In this the bowels of divine love |; 
are naked, as in an Anatomy : Ia other }; 
things the love of God is as the beames'Fp 
of the Sun - ſcattered, which are warm: 
and = bur n. iagic is.as the ']; 
beames of the Sun uni mw . 

\ g Ee, 'Y 
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| Gods love a fic without a ficur, 251 
bla hot fiery burni love z God (@ bo- 
d the world, fo deat, ſo riot] , fo 
Kcomparably, ſo infinitely : It is a fre with- 
þ a ſfiewt ( as one obſerveth) a pattern 
Shich can never be parallel'd. In this God 
wmmer ded his love towards us.,in thatwhen 
be were ſinners Chriſt died for us, Rom,5.8. 
Shen God ſent his Son into the world ,, he 
Kid a5 it were ſay to him, My dear Son, thou 
on of my chiefeſt Jove and choiceſt de- 
Aielit, go to the wicked unworthy world, 
{ommend me tothem,and rel! them, that in 
{{hee-I have ſent them ſuch a love-roken, 
& an unqueſtionable teſtimony of my 
fvour and go0d-will towards them , that 
hereafter chey ſhall never have the leaſt 
dlour of reaſon to ſulpet my- love, or 
Jt (ay., Wherein haſt they loved us * Ma-+ 


# 1. 2, 


| What love was that m the Son of God, 
which moved him to become the ſon of 
{man} that chou mightſt become the ſon of 
IGad'? What love was that which made him 
d willingly undergo the ſcorns, and flouts, 
Id derifions of wretched men, the rage, 
Jand'\malice, and aſſaults of ravenous Vis 
Ws; [0 


Chrifts love demonſtrated-in his death, 
== the wrath and fury of a righteobs God 
fuch pangs and tortures. in his body. 
no mouth can expatlie, (uch ſorrq 
C and: horror in his foul as no minde of 
conceive; and all that thou tnighteſt &Þ|; 
ſcape ſuch: miſery, and obtain everlaſting; 
mercy ! 'Y; 
Greater love than this hath no man, tht. 
a man lay down his life for. his friends Joh Þ. 
15.13. The paſhon/ of Chriſt was :a&>&Þ, 
pms evidence of his affection, Thi. 
aying down of lite did abundantly pros WÞÞ- 
claim his love, His loye before was ike 
wine in a cask , hardly ſeen; but © how. 
did it ſparkle and caſt its colour in the glak# 
of his ſufferings ! This Diamond: before 
hid inthe ſhell , doth ſhine radiantly-in the 
ring of his death : Tf histears did ſo much 
ſpeak his love to Lazarss , that the Jew 
who ſaw him weeeping, cryedout, Lo how 
he loved him!ſurely his heart-blood doth fa 
more demanſtrate his love to his members, Þ 

es; hrs beheld him bleeding in' rhe gar» 
den,had far more reaſon to (ay, Look, lo haw# 
he loved his ! — 
W hat love is that which did all this [fort 
ſuch a worm as thauart * ſucha ſinner, ſuah 


” _ 


þ uy -Goddath noneed of xs, : 
i Ct Tg———— 
\4ctbel;- whitwould God loſe, ifrhou were. | 
Enefſe wonld not be.dimipiſhed :4his Sung 
no loſer, when men ſhut theirſeyes,and wi 

©:yot  behold-ics light :. "what gairiech: God, 

Wat he gain: thee: to; himſelf, to his ſeryice* 
Jehan. canſt aor adde-the leaſt:.cubir; to the 

TI Harive of his petfeRions 4: the refreſhmerit 

Fs t9:men, rior to the Spring when the wen- 

_—_— drink -of '1t;:1:He doth nbt 

{command thee-ro repent tram: any.need Dt 

© tach of thee;: but from the:picyÞe hath ro - 

Txhee, - Hecntreateth; thee: coreturng not 

Ear bemaybe bleſſed and happy; but thar 

Fhemaybebajntiful & liberal 3s beſtowing 
on! thee thoſe bleſſings which ;accomparly 

TS falvation. --Methyaks the apprehenfioncof 
Gods greatlove and goodnefſe ſhould have 

© fich an impreſion on: thee as:t0; make thee 

F lirtle-and low in thine own'thdughts; 18-48 

F nov 2. wonder ; that God ſhould Yguchs 

fate 4 gracious look upon ſuch a clod.of 

Feaith; a piece of clay as., thou; art? bue 
Ewhat admiration can anſ{wet this loye-and 

tcondeſcenſion; that God: thould wairiand 

Fiatreir toliftchee up, who wouldſt caſt hitn 

down! Thac an Empetour ſh6uld ſue. tg 4 
rrairont 3 that Majeſty - tn 
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UE room  ————————— 
: to miſetyz that theLordof' life aniLgglogy | 
-ſhoold prepare for! thee ——_— 


zprecious/ promiſes, :chown of Iite, 2 Pue- 


[ chafedpoſſefſhion, !and befecch thee vo av-! 


.cept of-thert, © Were thy heatrnever faq; 
'hard'metal, onewould' chink-'that fach tb 
tot fiteof.buthingloveiſhonld: tele in>:'1 
:hsveit thro vr three Anthors read of fie 
-menthacmer together, and asked-eacty o- 
therwhix theansthey aſed "to- abſtain: from! 
1in 2-- "The firſt {4id, The'thoughts of the 
certamty of dearh, and! andertamry of the 
time movedhimto live every>day, as.5t" 
wets his laſti:day; - "The'ſecond-faid,; "Be 
weediedted of the-day of of judgment; and 
thetortmencsoffhell, and rhey fmnghred! him 
frott _—_ with his dangerous -enenby, 
ſin, The! third conſidered of rhe: defos 
mity-of fingand beaatyof holineffe, Phe 
fourth, ' of the abmdant happinefſe' provit 
ded in heaven'for holy ones. The laſt can- 
tinnally thoughriof the'Lord-Jeſns Chriſt 
and hislove; and this made himaſhamedts 


- . 


lin'againſt God, 


- "'Reader, if thon haſt bur any ingenui p 

| _ HduſeoE fuchlove and kndneſe thul 
upon thee, Some ſay, theiblbod-6f} 
{goats will ſoften an Addmant: ſhah nor 
v: 1's 
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"A vwofo/d neciti tie of + humiliation, fit: 163 


e bloogof this rue goat diffolve.ch 
HEY oof t.? Beaſts ther (elves 7404 


Oe and wilt thou be 


tina; that ſuch Philanthrop {ol 
Kine of God ſhalt no Whit 


orc 


He hamlet Id: tie ellity offs de 
, By thedrtoc (for w TE Cane C Þ$, hf 
been the more largeupan it, tg NNE 


aycadded very much more 
i .order.to the two, next Gel 


hiI ſhall preſcribe: thee., 


B Hi. et to thy hearty” ation 
Rag wmiliatyc : os 
repare they 9 chin C Sa 

clo as We uy: AVIu pro. Fog 


Goa 60490 valuation, upon hit 


00 ſinger;is a ncet- 
no BFA: Phone need RG 0 here 6 
fan etting lide price upon the Phyfi clan 

f. ſouls, Till men {ce that. they'2 hb! Caſt 
the Law of God; and condemn 


y, will. neyer heartily gelfr; re” and De a 
cy, .. According to;a, mans 


$ his mar on of 
| is OKs jk 


e s 


— Jeſus cap came ,ilothe world to ſavef rpners aaſk 
worthy .of all hwebnF # his 7 
{ace of repentance doth commend Chri 


Ws: T be = df Gil. 


exceedingly unto the ſpiritual *palat ; The f 
more bitter and irkſome, ig' is the more | cc 
ſweet and welcome Jeſus 'Chriſt will be'to fc 
the ſoul, When the ſinger {eerh thac 
/5s loK iti bimſelf, then (and nor tilts Y & 
will hexruly requeſt to be forind in Ch 
the prodigal did nor prizethe bread, in"hsÞ hi 
fathers hobffe; rill he 'was'teady to ink ſe 
for hunger, "Miniftets preach MANCR of the] fc 
infinite. excellencies thar are in Chriſt, off k 
the unſpeakable miſery of ſinners without n 
"Chriſt, of the abſolute neceffiry” chat 'm&@|a 
"and women ftand in of Chriſt, and'yaly 
'preackit6 little ot oſe z* mot prize their] 
fe 5s and their andas, OL ICAO, yea, ſk 
arid Frei ſenſual laſts above the Lord Jeſus, 
notwithſtanding all their pretences 2 the : 
contraty z they Tee no ſuch need of kim, [4 
'nor ſuch worth in him, as the Preachers and]z 
Ocriphites ſpeak of: Whar's the reaſon'ot| 
itz truly this; They were never ſenſible a 
.of the ſtings of the ery ſerpents ; "if they 
had, they would look-up t6 ! rote brazen B/} - 
pent with an eye of greater"reſpe&. They 
were never pricked to the Kearr;and "4 
rele. 
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A" \ \ Themed of Chri.... , 165 | 


[fore--cry not .out,' Men aud brethren , what 
|| ſhall we jao to be ſaved 2 Bar when, God dil- 
[eovereth his wrath to the ſoul, and ſhutceth 
{ the;{oul up under it, when he commandeth 
# conſcience in hls Name to arreſt the ſoul 
1 forall its debts, which it owetly,co divine 
| jaſtice ; and when in purſyance thereof 
| 
| 
| 
| 


————— —_— 


conſcience doth in the name. of the dread- 
ful-God, charge on the ſinnerthe guilt of all 
his fins, and hales him to the :Judgment- 
ſeat of God, where he ſeeth nothing bur 
frowns and- tory, fire and, brimſtone, and 
keleth nothing but tribulation and anguiſh, 
{indignation 2nd wrath : now the. ſinner 
{cayech ont in bitterneſle . of, ſpirit;  O 
[wretched miſerable man, alas, alas,-I am 
{nadone ! What deſperate madneſle poſle(; 
ſed my ſoul thus to proyoke the Almigh- 
cn by my fins? Into what a ſea of mi-/ 
{ery have I brought my ſelf by mine 1niqui- 
ties? The God whom I ſee-is angry, the 
wrath which I feel is. heavy, the torments 
[which I fear are infinite, . The. Law which 
| ſheweth no mercy. is, violated 3; the God 
| who will have full atisf:ion for the breach 
ps laws, is. 1ncenſed ;, confcieace which 
[his Jailour. is.commiſſionated to. wound 
a 


and tetrifie me: .; PROSE, ſhall 29f 
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weath above me, wrath below The; wradh| 
Without” me; wrath withitt me. Ai 
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world | 
(mark now) fora ſarety to diſchatge mt] 

{ theſe debts ; a thonſand' worlds for thit]- 

Alm which can hel this wornded conf 
ence, Ter thouſand thouſand worlds for1 
Jeſus that can d&liver from the wrath t6 
come, When ſin comes to be fin indeed 
Hens _ till then a Sdvioiir will be a S#| 
viour in 


Sept humiliation is neceſſary me 
db to the fouls hearty refterſſtion of it ys 
ry Lay and Comrmind bf Chriſt, AE] 
Grdng oa to a mans htimilidtion, fach will tle [© 
hrilt bes Hyimilation '$] 
G if fone YR the foutidarion of a Chriſty | 
ins 6bedjence! 4nd the ſtrength of the bujl- 
ding dependeth. upbit clis' ſtrength of thi 
foundarioh. The re#f9n why rhe  Reli- 
£10us bufldifig% of Hondreds of Profeflors 
7 our dyes f choudh y have been very] 
fair and beautiful co the 4 J have miſcar- 
tied is this, the want 0 this forrdarion , 
their hearts were never th K Ky hninbled 
The reaſon rot we mil gt did nat} 


bein | Rt 


lo. = = 3 i. are it, to Aa a4 ww +..,00 ws ” WeQ 
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Why men ane holy by fits. = 


deep rook; Matth, 13. 2021, 11: » 22 Jl 
do, - or baltes'the F/raelitesberween two os. 
| tiazes for the world); holy by fits and girts, 
if-chey. had ever felt the weight of fan, 
Chrift when be cometh into: the fout as" 2 
$aviour, willcome alſo as a Soveraign to 
 eqmnmand and- goyern the wholeman 3 He 
is the true Sung and he will have the whole 
heaven, the whole heart to himſelf; he 
| willallowno' writ of partition; ' his Law for- 
biddeth intnates as well as mans, Now a> 
gaiaſt this, che natural carnal man riſeth _ , 
|. andrebelleth NEVEYY ; 'He hath ever at harelon 
| this time ſome luſt orother which he vals fletly | 
has his * limbs, ſome right hand that "my 
e defireth may nor he cur off, forme right cartuly 
eye which he wotld not have pluckt our , members. 


ſame Herodtas that muſt not be medled hs ; 


- 


with, ſame Ahſolom that the finner increa- cauſe they - 
| $eth Chriſt co ſpare, and deal gently with fow from 

for-his ſake, Theretore before the Lotd ,Faeat, 
ot hoſts can make an abſolute conqueſt, bur alſo ' 
before he carmperſwade the befieged foul ow #- 
| to ſyrrenderaſs {elf wholly and altogerhet gear 
», to his goyernment , he - is forc'd by "the menas _ * 
& \Grorgdecs, and thundring Cannons: of. the A 
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- Cenſe of miſery 1 
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A 


_ ating io fins-rail, thar he dares plead no. 


itwill \— vir 22 thoſe excellent terms-of 
the Lord; -w 


"Laws curſe, and. Gods wrath, to fire" and-/ 
fright it out-'of all its finful holds. Then 
4 


hich'are moſt honourable for! | 


the Saviour; and 'moſt -profitable for the. 
ſoul. - Now he ſeeth moſt certainly ſuch - 


longer for the beauty of its face ; Now he 
fedethitas adartin his liver, as an arrow 
ſticking in his heart, as a'coal of fire in his 


hang; 'he- is! heartily willing, yea, thinks - 


himfelf much beholden to that: Redeemer 
that will pluck our this- dart; this arrow; 


O-how readily:doth he throw away this coat - 


of fire, fearingito be burnt by it: any more! 


uþ We-have' two famous inſtances of this iti 
-- Scnpture. - Theoneis in Paul, Acts 9.6; * 
When Paw! that was poſting in' the road to - 


C. 
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hell; comes to be knockr down, and to feel 
thoſe tremblings/ and tertrors-in: his ſpirit ; 


he crieth out, Lord, what wilt thou have net 
fe ao? - He had probably heard much-before 


. of God: but heregarded it not, tillnowhe 
receiveth a:word, and a blow; 'a word from 


itbourt,and a wound withintofet it homez 


 Row-1t 15, Lard, what mult thaw have meto | 
>: 6;2 -before-it was, wharwilh rhe bigh-Prieft, [1 

and Phariſees have nie 19 do?'vamil 
' $2 { j | ; . ” what | 
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phat will the viin hae nations” WF. high 
ghts which exalted them ct rk arnſt God 

| Jodchns have me to do? 4t-is, 
yd; what wilt thou have me 3s oF 7 ? Befots 
This beare was like hard wax, it 'would'take 
{roampreffion from God; butnow It is ſoft- 
ved by this fire of itward humiliation, it is 
fot any ſtamp.” -' God may imprint 
\what'he pleaſeth ; * Lird, what wilt thou 
have me do: The other inſtance is in.the ctuel, 
cv hard-hearted Jaylour 5 Aﬀter the 
quake, andthe | ner 2an which 
God kad cauſed; he ſprings trembling in, 
Jadfel down before Ptal awd Silas, crying ont, 
wy What ſhall 7 doto be ſaved: 7 wi: 16. 
5 56. Obſerve, now the man is heart- 
indeed ; he is willi totake the moſt 
bitter pills; As i hehadfaid, 'Sirs; Do bur 
grell me what'T muſt dotor falvation; though 
the terns be never {o hard, the conditions 
iter fo unpleaſant, the price ;never fo 
ch," the pains never (o'great ,”yer I will 
mit toany thigg, toall thingsfor ſalya- 

| riod. What muſt doto be ſaved? 

When theTrachite firſt ſers ont towards 
Clinaan, meſh! isa mixt mnltirnde of carnal 
4 feQions which defire-and endexvonr to 
- dann becanfe God wk 

| et 
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$ Aitants', as es 
kgs injesin 
therefore 


+ 

of 590 ;... this. part .of 5 

this bur] DT Wh 
commandments are grievous} fain it Wok 

have Chiiſt and his eek Fen Promiſes, I 

loth.it sto to 

ved luſts.; bo wh a Gd 

the finner by the 

ny a ther cl 

wrath in their ns, ma ns him 

of the one, and terfifying hank f 
expectation. of the ather, og ha 

pits brink , within the. ſmoak- of rd 
within the ſmell. of .. that brimſtone; » 
within. the ſorchings\ of, chat rerngl fuel 
which is. prepared. for . the wil. 
his Angels, now che- fianer Der 3g]; 
Godis inearneft, andtherefare- dareth not F 
hal or bags it. any lo now: he is in 
| boiſterous it orm,and; abba thoſes $0008] 
his duiling- anes into. the ſea, peri ng], 

caatÞs 
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ieke nut perily if he donde; > - 12 
Go4 is neceſſitated” to leanee nan 
, ahdpurthem to pain, -becauſe'o+ 
yiſs chey cannot be.curdd, When the 
[hav i ch melred; God may caſt it.inty 
t tniold hepleaſsth, © thrice happy'is 
| ehie hbeatt which hath been and ru» 
7 hijabledy it ſhall hold our.in thoſe rein» 
| p6fts, Whetein |: others ſhall -make 
pw rack of faittand.zgood conſtierice. - 
"Thitdly, if-thou thaft 'been' farthifut in DireZion: 
my fortmer advice; ro get. Thy + Hg 
@ ef htaed 0 fee; and: thy: heart Gig. 
hbled for thy ſin and. 
i! w} ht ork is"t tell hg rely upo 
fd Jeſts Chiift for pardon; ph 
WVdH6n, 'T&look'bpun him, | i600 =" 
| Sinred by the ner, iven-by-himfelf; 
wicified by rhe (pi reveatedin'the - 
ord of wy /theGoipel, ro'be the bhely * 
#d al-Tuffictent $2vioutr bt-loſt fouls, Tr 
wow Ares Aon time for thee-ro caſt rliy 
fins, thine eternal eſtate, upon the 
i» Nate rate of be _ Re- 
mer. cefliewerh,chariets very - 
ot foci unbroken firmer co prefimacy bur , {9k 
fora humbled: flhagr, 400 
Ba hath es thi vikndſe and unviot- | 
ak X rhinelly FI if 
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3 TP Tones Chriſt.) 


thineſſe diſptayed before' his and-olh 
infinteowrath of God: hike- Lhe Wit 
lead : finghis:con(tienee, to believat 
acide e © have prepared ſome'#| 
cordials for {uch fainging'ſpyrits;, RY 
ſhall give thee anon. '';But/my! work nc 
is to befeeth-rhee; broken Heart, rhar,'thays 
cake heed :of [thinking] -ro -lick,/ thy ſelf | 
whale/':1 know the Devil and: thy | hea 
will bebotbuſic and; diligent to;'get.t 
it.--£0 make 2 Chriſt 6f thy 'contrition; antagid 
# -;/ Sdyionr of thy bamiliiee | O how- wn» 
” 4: - Wiling/is man when he hath ſhipwrack 
£9, Hisdonl,to commit- himſelf, daked-to-the 
ES fexcf Chrifts blood * how earneſt is. het@ | 
IS js fpirt- haverthe-chains and-jewels' of his earth| 
b _ is affections along with hito, and: to fwim <c 
i = and 8pon the rotten boards' of his ofen works! 
b Sndeed up- Reader,” now therefore! e ly. if. chy bl 
: Note be.in a flame; be. 'out; of whe | 
ah of WE ell.thou draiveſt thy whtengo quench. j 
thy Deel 'T his is one of the chiefe þ | y the chief 
* Fi eget of all). fun in Religion; 'and 


mrramyr; ther efore' tt hbehoveth ee to be Very: fb 
reſpiſcen-- der, Now tho art #. drowning,neer nr ÞÞ 


-- ny g inithe; Ocean Hon bd J0y 
JubſequirurÞ R tieddeprhake fo the. bongh, of 
\ {eſexea %7  OVak ever ores Fil Sou 


> naſcitur. 
| — Calv. etteqm 
ASI CFO 


Ag van ungelict Jami rien # why vequired, 


ng enough, ad able to bet” 
© *n Nike ; (ay yrCiscertaiii, 
b21 Be hd ed'38'a iyihos pray- 

I +> ore tho figheft;;eti61] loa- 
Athy elf ſor thy wvickedneſſe -rhou 
mifteſt-God*For *his" forbearance, thou 
IX geſt after help and deliverance; be {ute 

Way ves ove parc 2 
If e 
| E: and :6ff" hy-guilt $Of believe 
EF chouddeRt ' a$ White a5 thy (ilver'is, "ic 
ll draw black links:4nſtezd* of wiping: off 
Ithy w old ſcore, thou wilt thereby run tur; h 
Jer" deb! THONIOIN Rapiaits is” wr. 
pequited, not{o-rfuth'ro/ make! thieeaceep- 4. _— 
| lecb Chiift! ore Clitiſt/4tcepra. v3. xo 
ſ62 thee.” 7 -evidence of the —=* 
nings'6f tp cation; but'i6is@bad 
te for th Juſtibeation; "Tr "is as'tru- 
t before 'Cod' in the - 
[ies of thy ow-righeouſnelſe, as 41. why 
kl 'nakedneſſe,”! 
fn ever thou'teceive the bleſſing of -par- 
land love from thy heavenly father, it 
Wſt'be by appearing in the: -xtmients' of 
| | a7 * elder brottier,” H&makerh his accep- 
M.; uric in Chtiſt the:beloved;5-tph.r; 
a righccouſoglſe will 


paci- 


hes. th. Dn 


"Gt Fas Gad,ng.n Wee. 


"pk T ior qc fic his juſtice, coo 
eaſe.thoſe Wy which arc DRE | 
bein eheleaſ ig: 41 
maſſes prthnio Chuiſt, 4 od ng mgkel 

pow thar hou mightſt became 
righeeegſ of + God {- 3. nm G 


I 
pak therefore, SY thou. a 'F p 
be an Achietchegin 0666 Papi 3 *l 


36g wpon ty chough 

-willnotfve eqwubone tn, pc IH 
Meyerlaye theefonghema 7 *.. (|. 

Shepherds Y *Conſt tlon|(Gichan einen; M Lol 


Sneere 


-.- Convert.p. ©. now-with Qluaſt);mak & 
307, Ein. ©. thy:i{elfs; - Canſt,£ old 
=: £; {Fong pains ge wh; 
i OUQFIAS! 10 
mnefenceot G AA a = 
« = NG he could not at 
£ 5 And if thou; canſt;not;do, this, FR 
© no Chriſt , delire and pyay.} till raven | 
©. and earth lake, cill chou;;haſt worn oh Y 
+ toggue 110; the ſtumps 3 \endeayourgs fe 
*,rauchas thou canſts and gchers a 
E, *thee for .2-dilijgem; C lt 
© inſorne wilderneſle, rbDooraſdaydig 


C thy: grave there with X23; Wy a 
| * on ets. c 


Mi 


Þ# Chriſt ſatisfies God, not we, 


"\ i kuckets. full . of. hourly tears, gill thou 
.canſt weep garage 3. faſt and rays ell 
-chy .$kin -and bones 'el lene er; 

promiſe and! Pirpoſe, with Fe Fro 

; 2.\be better; nay Hs thy: Raggt 
Nees: 0 ©. .and foe, nay all 

Þ+-fas; livelikean, |. ſhinelike _—_ 
= wallupand downche world likeadiftreſ- 
ded pilgrim going to anocher Gonntrey,; 
| oh: t-all' Chriſtians :commend!and,.ad- 
| * thee ; die-teh-chonfand deachs, lie 
| ar che fire-backiin: hell Co.many.miltoas 

'F tel years as-there be-piles of-grafle . upon 


Þ A eatth, or: nds 'upen-ther{ca-ſhore., 
© axftars in the firmament, or, motes inthe 


In ditellchee,, ;AQL-ORC of the 
owndch of -God-lagainſt thy 1{in;ſhall ,be, 
be ancochaditg all hols x <a nor 
| F-by any :of -thefe ſorrowes ; .for-rhefe 
Þ are-nottheblaad-of-Chrilt,. 
$4 t-both vaacceptable and-nnprofirable 
drithee- to' a God, -either-in--him- 
RIEbrinithy{elf, Idare not meddle with 
© 4bſolute God, faith Luther, ©: God in FER” 
Thimielt 45a conſuming fire, 'but inhis: SON um 4b olt:- 
=: vis father, »Do thou therefote, aow 1. Luck, 
knoweſt thy ſelf and-ſin;-labour to 
in Fee Ghriſt; and him crucified,” 1 Cer, 


2.3, 


*x56 = Cleo our Flales, | 
a + 2h And  Colnt” all thith Near aſa wo 
| for the ey of the" | 
"Fe 5 thy aA; Phil 3\$, ow Ok 4 
| arid weep,” 4nd pane, "ethic; "hive thy js 
rhalltbe Fund tn TY not Gavint Uo oh 
 righttodfhf which t6-tccording to 1h6 lam 
B3t that whzth 44s chyoinghthefarch of bins, oh 
"righteds which is of ' God by faith;#hil, 
* 1 fed 1 view of bitin the-Golpd 
-whers heiffcified before thine'eye: ;atÞ 
*beh614# Him "difplay ed* in both his * 
and alf hig offices, Aaidielidebinn his fuitable 
elle vnto;and ſaſficiency- for-alt the want 
and neceſlities' of. thy 'dyirig ſonal. © Dae 
thbu (6&4 A6td of judgtrients' . - 4 
pace;and'ready to pow'down 
#1 ro'Kith {6 thelter 5 he tors; h 
From the heir, and a ſhelter from the © mW 
E thy conſcience wounded with chy fins 
haſten to the wounds of thy Sroloae 
his ftripes thou maieſt be healed, 1ſ#4 53.; 
the murdering-pieces of the Laws' cut @ 
'threaren t6' deſtroy thee ? \Aie like'the'd 
; 2.1 Nreſſed Dove'to the lifts of the rock 
+4.” apes, theboted hands and-feer, the pietc 
"* de of the bleſſed Redeemer thas | 
foul may-be ſureof ſafety; Heisrheo One 
iy Apk. wherein thou majeſtbe ſaved, 


4 
I, * 
% 


Chriſts ability to ſave 5 
the whole world that lycth in wickedneſs , 
ball be drowned,ſhall be damned. He is 
She little | Zoar whither thou mayft retire, 
ad thy foul ſhall live, when fire and brimi- 

loge,yea hell * ſhall be rained from heaven * Gebevad 

an ungodly ones, He is the true City of "PIE: 
Sefnge, wherein thou mayft afluredly e- 
ape the wrath of God, which like thea- 
enger of blood purſueth thee, An hear- 
Wy thankful acceptation of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
tlie is tendered in the Goſpel, will at the day 
$6-judgement bea plea as acceptable unto 
dd, and proficable unto thee as perfe& 
biection: to all the commands of the 


AV, 
»Conſider how full his merits ate, he'is 


Waſtice, bur the Lord Jeſus is an able Sure- 
W's He js able to ſaveto the wttermoſt thoſe 


het come wnto God by him, Heb. 7.25. 


$. . 


—_—_ 


— 


y__ Chriſts ability to ſve , 


Pough to; | O whats it that thou wanteſt, winch pap 
deer fe& righteouſneſſe and infinite- merir6;gw 
thewyou ,ouſneſle cannot procure! Do'ſt thou watt 
largexc- Remifſion* God forgiveth ſin { Chrifk | 
* long b 11 ſ@#e, Epheſ. 4.ult, The blood of Jeſus Ch 
atenſ's: his Sonclenſeth form all ſin. '1 John 1, 7, "WF 
by ne. W4S 2 great finner ( as Lavher obſerveth} 
'Chrigt. by imputation , that thou might'ſt bei 
Mr. Man- NOCEnt through condonation and pardewly 
Jr. 1}, *Doſt thou want reconciliation with Godt 
\  *7hemijto- He maketh peace throughthe bload of his Crof, Þ 
 Cleapper Coloſ,1.20, God is in Chriſt reconcilingth Þ 
 fedrhear ord to himſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 20. HeenduredÞ} 


al 


ctifying as well as juſtifying, Heb, 9, 14, He 
3; to did nor only buy off thy ſcore of guilr, bur 
Chriſtian 421ſo purchaſt a new ſtock of grace for his Þ 


weedethe bank-rupt creature to ſet up; with +F 
ding . 


bis Son in SUN, 
thearms _ The oyl of grace was abundantly pou 
th; 
of 


+ - offaith. » edon the Churches kead, that it mig 
| down on the skirts and members. t 
fmlneſſe thou mayſt receive grace for grace. Job 
1,16, Doſt thou want {alyation? He hath 
the power and gift of eternal life,” Job, #0. 281 
John 17:24, \ He. is the Authour "of eternal 
m0 | alvation 


en... ti 
— 


_ aff Chriſts grate fee, 
o {alvation. Heb'5, 9. Thou mayſt have 
Þ boldneſſe through the blood of Jeſus, ro enter 
© 270 the holy of holies, Heb, 10. 19,20, He 
paid an :nfinite ſumme, to purchaſe the Fa-: 
Þthers houſe for thine everlaſting home: 
LEWhat ever thy need be, heis able to ſupply 
Fvic, for he is an univerſal Treaſure wbich can 
rer be ſpent, a Spring that can never be 
Wadrawn dry, In him dwelleth the fulneſſe of the 
W Cod-head bodily, Col. 2, 9. 
;4 - Conſider alſo how free his mercy is, as 
well as his merits full, Thou mayſt drink 
Lefthemater of life freely, Rev, 22, 17. |. 
Pthoun wilt buy his benefits, thou muſt leave: 
i mony behind thee, His wine and milk 
»Þ'& tobe had without mony, and without price, 
$a. 55.4. Donot hold off, thinking to 
Farry worthineſſe to Chriſt, bur believe ons. 
him, and thou may®: ferch worthineſs from! 
Chriſt, The ſame free-grace 'which” gave 
Chriſt for thee without thv prayer, will ae. 
thy deſire give Chriſt tothee, Donot ab: 
$wayes lie poring upon thy gnworrhinels , 
&Þ but if thou art ſenſible of it, and forrowtul 
for it, believeir, thou art worthy enough 
to Divine acceptation, though not to Di- 
vine” ſatisfaction; As his Omniporency : 
Faafvereth thy weakneſs, and hisfulneſsthy” 
F N 2 wants 7 


IS1-0 


\ 
Py 


* (> 4 


The iooffercof gacetand, | 1 | 


77 MY 


— wants: fo dogh his free-grace all thy us 
worthineſs. The natural Sun doth nox is 


lighten more freely, then rhis Sun of Righ 
teouſneſ(s doth- iven all that come under}|i 
the ſhadow of his wings. 
you how univerfal his offers of | 
Jeſus Chriſt with all bis merits arglſþ 
nakdered ro all, The propoſals of Diviaghſ 
mercy and love 2e general and univerfaliſi 
Go preach the Goſpcl (obſerve) to ev "mP 
1 
lf Þ4 


creature, He that believeth ſhall be [a 
Ho every one that thirſteth , Iſa. 55. Tt. 

man ( let him be poor or rich, high oz 
low ) thirſt, let him come to me and drink, 
Joby 7.37- | 

*Tis 2 great encouragement, that in che 
offers of pardon and life, none are excludedy? 
why then " ſhould thou exclude thy (elfs 
Gps to me all ye that are weary. and heavy-las Ny 
dey, Math. 11.28. Mark ( poor eller 
all ye, - Artnot thon one of that all? Is nog 1 
thy wickedneſs thy weight, and thy cor- $4 
ruption thy burden * then thou art called 
onticalach. as wellas generally; Jeſus Chat 4 
taketh thee aſide from the crowd, and whi= J4 
ſpereth thee inthe ear , Q- poor ſinger chat 
art weary of the work, and heavy laden with Þ* 

the weight of {in, be i to come to meg. 
h . «<<. 


”— ——_ 
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ſ | Chriff willing to fave. 

Tiill give thit veſt, W Thy doth thy hearr 
i ſupge ; that hedoch not ent thee in that 
[er > Doth kenot by that qualification , 


1 "v00d as name thee © Ah, 'tis an un- 
I 8 : _ a baſe jeatouſie romiſtruſt aloving 


hriſt withodr the leaſt cauſe,” 
* Once more meditate, how willing he's 
4 w heal thy -wohhded ſpirit, and be nor faich- 
iſ: $ but dofievin 5 Fe is willing to-ac- 
Feept of thee, if choa arr willing to accepe 
him, What mean his affectionate invita- | 
ous: He ſeeketh to draw thee with cords 
love, cords thatare woven and ſpun our 
# Chriſts heart and bowels, © Cant, 4.8, 
_" from Lebanon, myſifter wy Spowſe, 
the lyons dens, from the mountams of 
FE:opirds- -Chiiſts love is hot and burning, ccnonjode 
' thinketh thou tarrieſt too long from his p.75, 
WMmbraces, Open tome my ſiſter, my Love, _ 
ove, my undefiled, Cant. 5. 2, Chriſt 
| 1s begging nc entrance? Loſt man do 
Siit ſuffer me ro ſave thee; Poor ſinner, 
Teffer me to love thee ; Theſe are the 
harms of Goſpel Rhetorick, None _- 
1-&h {© (weetly as the Bird of Paradiſe, t 
"whey thar chitpeth upon; the Churches 
px $, that he cn clack {inners to him- 


”"I\hat mean tis FI expoſtula- 


tions? 


| | . 4 
EE . The ſorrows of Chriſt. 
$10ns © nach tb 
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The ſorrows of Chrifh, © 0, 
| their ſouls, that are ſo cruel to themſelves, 
| add-weepeth for them that go laughing to 


AC 
he es 


JL - 
F 


»What meanerh his joy at the' birth-day 
fthe'new creature, when he 1s received 
Faich wel-come' into the ſinners heart? The 
FT imother is -as much pleaſed that her full \ 
Whreaſts are:drawn; as the child can be, The 1 
day of thy cordal:acceptation' of him, will 
Tbeche day of the gladneſs of his heart; Aer 
I fachan hour herejoyced in ſpirit, ith the 

Evangeliſt, Luke 10, 22, Hewept twice, 
*and he bled (as ſome affirtn Y ſeven times ; 
but we never read' of *his rejoycing, (if1 
'miſtake not) bur in this place, * And fare- 
nit was ſomething that did' extraordinarily 
take the heart''of Chriſt, which could in 
I the time of his humiliation tune his ſpirit 
'Fiatoa metry note, and cauſe this man of 

forcows to rejoyce. | Ah inner, believer, 
| he would never ſo willogly have died ſuch 
| accurſed painful death,” it he had not been 
| willing that finners ſhould live a ſpiritual 
and eternal life, ' CHER 
| «2 What mean T fay/his invitations, expo- 
4 ftulations, grief upon refuſal, - joy upon ac- 
| ceptance, his commands, intreaties, pro- 
| miſes, threatnings ,. his woing thee by the 
Wh? N4 _Mim- 


N x © 
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{4 —_— Chriſts great love. . 


o 
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— Miniſters of his Word, by the: mntions diſs 


| Iþa.6 1.7%, 
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his Spirit, by his daily, nightly, how v. . 
mercies, by his gracious providence, by hthi 
ynwearied patience, but to.affure thee thaÞþþi 
© bes heartily willing to accept: thee for tighe 
(cxvant, for his ſon, if thow--art heartily}\, 
willing to accept bim for; thy. Saviour, an{Þ 
ſent thee with (ach coſtly gifts, 11t his. off} 
of. marria e were not in eatneſt : Beſrd 6 
(broken-hearted finner , for. 'tis to theeÞ'y 
that all chis, while I have.-becn mean 
how dareſt thou any longer entertain ſacira Id 
6 Lis ep againſt the King of Saints.in ry 
Yeaſt, as a thought thatthe Lord Jeſus} 
can be guilty -in;, any of the fore-mentionsÞþ 
£9 pareicuarg, of the leaſt inftacerity? - | 
. Do not therefore , like the filly Hartz 


«| 


go ever up.and down), moaning and bleed 
ing. with the arrow in thy fide, thy finne || 
ſticking in thy heart, bur defire his helping | 
dto pluck'them our, aad without ques | 

ion thou ſhalt haveit, He had a ſpecial | 
command and commiſſion from his Fathes | 
to rememberand redeem-thee, to bind. up | 
, the broken-hearted, roproclaim liberty to; 
the captive,.apd the opening of the priſon} 

rnem 


0 themtuat ate bo J 
fo them tha 


Ss of 
: _ 


..  Chriſts great love, 
{chatmourn ; and Joſt thou think it poſſible 
| tt whimn-ro bennfaithful in his Office;' ot td 
is Father * Nocertainly, he keepeth all 
is Fathers Commandments afgid contifin- 
bettin his tove, Joh» 15. 
When he wasupon earth, like a Phy(i- 
it iden; he was in \his: ment When" am 
| fick and diſeaſed Petfons, ſo thuch did he 
| e 10 heal and'ewre; And now he 5s if 
{heaven , chough-he' be free from paſſion, 
| It hot” from cortpaſſidn z his heart piri- 
eth thee moſt tenderly, and iS hand will 
lp dhee effeftualty; Cheer arlaft O 
frooping ſoul; and {ook up/with an eye of 
ach co this Lol of life, t6 this brazth *Vocati- 
| op vent. I'tay isy'to thee.) as Marth to on5andin, 
ay, The Mafſtet 1s'come, nd he calleth OI 
If it thee , Hexrk how loudly he proclaim- eden? 
$[ech'hji$- general terider of Sr, ; * Ho eve- nebowels 
$ [1p 0x2 that thirſt rome to the waters, > Hoa wad -r wi 
[55,7 how lovingly he befeectieth, As Godlayes 
; h God didbalbech you'by us, we pray 24 mourk 
| you ; in Chriſts ſteud be ye reconciled to 0 God. 2 eptpotrn 1» 
_ 
) 
| 
þ 
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| Gor:'5. 20: Seehow chearfnlly He tooks, care ofthe 


our of tiope thit thou wilt by believing re _ Om 
ceive him into thy -heart; His conmenance Ka Ao 


des Lebanon, exrellett as the Cedars, His F5 one 


ek ſweet, yes, he is altogether love: pie | 
y <6 7 
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135 The Chriſtians dedication 
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ly, Cant, 5,15. how haſtily he runs tomeer| p! 
thee morethen half way! loves pace is very] 
ſwift, Bchold he cometh leaping over the mbun+| is 
tains, Skipping upon the;:hills, Cant; 2. 8) 
Obſerve how bountifully., he providethfor{; 
thy entertainment, A-;feaſt of fat things || 
feaſt of. wines on thefegs,, if fat things full | 
of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined,| a 
Ifa, 25: 6, Behold he fhandeth at the doorand | p 
knocketh, _ if thon hear hg woice and . open t4\n 
him, he will come in and {wp with thee, and thos 
with him,” Rev: 3.20, i; 11128 
. Dire#.  Fourthly, Dedicate thy: ſelf , ſoul, and 
wane body, andall thou haſt unto the ſervice and 6 
glory of Jeſus Chriſt;, If thou' haſt been 
unfaigned in the praRtice of the former-dis 
retions ; I, doubt not: in. the leaſt of- thy Þþ 
willingnefle to this :.,If thy ſorrow for fin 7 
bath been ſincere, like a.burnt child. thou || 
The Jewel Wilt dread that fire z The. ſenſe of former} 
of faith unkindnefſe to Chriſt .is freſh in thy hearr; |, 
maſtbe | and a very glutton in pain under a diſtemp 
einer dares not but forbear {uch meats as will feed |; 
of a good it, If thy Marriage to Chriſt hath »been | 
| conſcience hearty, thou haſt given an univerſal'bill of |: 
faith juſti- divorce to other lovers, and haſt accepted | 
fieour him for thy head and husband, .to- govera |. 
pins and command thee as. well as.tq prote&.and Þ 


* # 
= 


works | provide. 
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to Chriſt. 


| Jointure upon: thee, If thou expecteſt an; 
Limnmortal life from him, thou muſt conſe- 
| aate thy mortal life to him, -I hope then 
thou art contented to take Jeſus Chriſt, for 
þetter, for worſe 5 with his ſhamefa] croſſe 
2s well as his crown of glory; with his tri- 
als as well as triumphs ; with his gracious 
precepts as well as his precious promiſes; 
{nay I hope thou ſeeſt ſo much equity in his 
ommands, ſo much beauty in his wayes 
nd worſhip, {o much of thy ſouls felicity 
rapt-up in holinefſe (in order to its perfe- 
Riog.and happineſle) that thou wouldeſt 
uch' rather chuſe'the eaſie yoke, the lighr 
rthen of Chrift, than the drudgery of 
the world, or the. bondage of corruption. 
Truly, thus it-muſt» be with thee, it ever 


fonnd thee, at leaſt to leave thee, 

|. One excellently'compareth holjnefle and 
| happineſſe to thoſe two ſiſters, I:eah and 
|\Rachel. Salvation or happinefle, like Ra- 
 [chd,; ſeems the fairer (even a carnal hearr 
| may fall in love with that) but ſanRiifica- 
| 
| 


[tion or holineſſe, like Leah is the elder and 
beautifal alſo, though in this life it appears 
with ſome diſadvantage , 


ber eyes being 


bleared 


d - py 
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Ce our 
aith, 


{thou art ſaved; . and thus I thought to have 


{provide for thee, and inſtate /heaven as a Tuſtjuſti- 


_ 


"06 What coft 6 be a Chriſtian. 


" bleared with"tewts of repentance, and be 
_ face farrowed with the works of mortifiesJ 

tioh, Bit this is the law of that heavendJÞ 
ly Ceutitrey, that the youn&er fiſter "ſh 
fidt be beſtowed before the elder ;; Wes 
cafiot enjoy fair Rachel, heaven and happie | 
neſſe, except firſt we ethbrace tender-eyel [® 
Lewh, holineſfe, mortification, ſelf-denial, 
and allthoſe ſevere durits which the Cha 
ches Law-gtver enjoineth, 

Friend, fir * down, 2rid conſider what it 
coſt thee/t6 be & Chriſtian, Tt '1ibſt 
thee the abſolute denial of thy 

Laval ſelf, of the body 6f death and is| 
earthly members, which are e fo 
bidden in the Word of God z | 
Main work muſt be everyday £0 EG 

and mortihe them,  Sminiuft die (thou 

it may be never fo dear ro thee) ot thy =gh| 
cannot live, Tf thouletteſt any fin go, ſince 
Every oneis appointed by God ro deſtracti« | 
on, thy life maſt go for its life, as the Pro- 
pher cold Ahib, xt Kings 20, 42. ' 
*Chriſt came'iri the fleſh, fin crucified him 
but when Chriſt comes in the ſpitir, he will 
crucifiett, As Samſoy, an'errithen of | 
Chriſt pull'd down' the Houſe ofthe [ 
heads of. the Lords of the FRONT bs 


— 


5 Whatcaſhta bt a Chrifhion, 
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Jhemight flay them, and ſo be avenged on 

\ for his two eyes, So Jeſus Chriſt, 

It- qa f Saviaur, is refolved to pull the 

Thouſe in which ſin barbours it felf down ar 

| ſec ears., and by its {laughter to be re- 

enje for his two eyes, AN all the ig- 

ame; agony and pain which 

| ſions at t9:3, He will teach thee better 

to beg the life of thoſe Barrahufſes, 

ſe ſoul-muyrderers and robbers of God 

of his glory, And furely ingenuity will 

- thee otherwiſe than to expe ſuch.in- 
[finite 


favours from this King, and yet ito / 


| ertain in thy _ any that are rebels. a- , 
[pant his Majeſt 

{7 Thus. it 7 colt thee the'abſolute denial 

of thy fGGaful (elf; Ir muſt -coſkt thee che 

vga denial of thy natural (elf, and 

that is outwardly. dear unto- thee ; nay, 

I AY colt thee the actual. loſle of relations, 

efſiogs, honour, pleaſure,liberty, limbs 

, and all theſe for fefus Chriſt, Thou 

| [andrea when everthey come in oppo* 

on, Unty, or competition with Chnſt 

his glory, Kingdome and Command, toler: 

| themgo. As when Levzes/relations cane 

p | competition with the glory of God, he: 

| 44a know his tether, nor would he oy” 

' "BY le vl 
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190  MWhatcoſt tobea Chriſtian, 
| ledgehis breches, Deut.33.9, When M6 


pleaſures came in comp 


ſes, his gloryan 


tition with a precept of God, he chooſetl 


to ſuffer affrifttion with the people of God, 

ther than to enjoy the pleaſures of the Count, 
Heb, 11,25, When Pauls libggty and lik 
come in competition with the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, he is ready not only to be bound, 
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but to die for the name of the Lord Teſs, 


Acts 20. 24, They all willingly left cher 
own comforts to _ Gods call and com- 
mands, In converfto 


Dr. Ry". yeth, the uſe and the propetty of all 'we 
-x-—pk have is altered ; All our veſlels, alt owf 


nyal. 


Merchandize muſt be ſuper-ſcribed with #1] 


a as one well obſer | 


+" 
Ly 
; 
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new title, Holineſſe to the Lord, 1ſa,23-19, | 
Zach, 14. 20,21. + Then mens chief care} 
will be to honowr the Lord with their ſubſtance, | 


Prgv. 3. 9. t0 bring their ſons, their ſilver, 


of 1ſrael. Tſa. 60. 9g, All weare, or have; 


o ft to the name of the Lord the hob One 


we have it on this condition, to uſe it, to 
leaveit, to lay it out, to lay it down unto 


che honour of our Maſter, from whoſe boun- 
ty we received it, oe "I 

It was a notable faying of a Noble Lord" 
F of.this Land , That tharperſon may be de-" 
| *-Breolv. ceived, whothinks to fape any thing by his” 


on PW Za 
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What coſt tbe a Chriſtian. IH 


a Religion more- than his ſoul 5 (And ſure- 
i ty, he chat faverh his ſou), ſaverh albthatis F 
# worth faving ; ) He meant that his Religi- | 
{on might coſt him the lofle of all other 
| chings, There is certainly. (if chou- wilt 
4 bea Chriſtian indeed). a neceſſity of laying 
4 thy: health, ſtrength, time, eſtate; 'narae, 
friends, intereſts, inthe world, thy calling 
and 'comforts whatſoever, - at- the feet of 
Chriſt, to be employed wholly in his ſer- 
vice, 'and improved altogether for ' his glo- 
ry, and to be'deniedor enjoyed in whole, 
orin'part,' according'/to/ his call -aad come 
Sand mand,” This may ſeem an hard ſaying to 
*carnal minds, that rather than break,- and 
leave off all ſhew of trading with God, ( to 
*which their ſtirred conſciences will by no 
means: yield) would wi:ling'y compound 
and give Chriſta part, and the world” and 
feſhche otherparr, Burt as Chriſt is 'wor- 
thy of, ſothe will have all acceprtation, The 
ods of the Reathen are; good fellows, ' and 
re their honour among 'themiſelyes ; but 
this Lord ovet all; who # God bleſſed for e- 
wer, will not give his 'glory -to others ; he 
will notſuffer thar fyperlative'eſteem, cruſt, 
4 andloveotthe foul; to: be beſtowed upon 
| any but/ lumiclt, ofgo be--divided _ 
- Web! 1 4 m- 
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God, | Do but rationally conſider chem; | 


| breachofay, for every nights ſleepand days | 


 dity doſt thou expe&t from them 2 Art 


What coft to be a-Chriſtian, | 
himſelt and any other, | He will allow nb 
ſupetiour, nay, no equal. As Alexanger 
anſweted Dariss ( when Darivs ſent to him 
abaut peace, becauſe: there were Empires }- 
enoughin the world to ſatisfie them bath) Þ 
The whole world could endure butone ſun, 
but ane Alexander; So the heart of man } 
muſt have þut one General, but -one Came Þ 
mapder-ih chief, and. that muſt | be Jeſus Þ 
c_—_ ; rolagt 03 9:3 

Truly Reader, 1 bope that theſe things Þ 
will not diſcourage. thee from the: wayes of 


o 
- b 
: 
wc Tc. _ — XX .Se 


Isitnot moſt juſt andequal, that ſince all 

theſe things come freely-from him,that they | 
ſhould be laid our purely, for him? Thou J 
giyeſt thy ſervant alittle meat, and drink ; 

and mony, ( or rather God by thee) and” 
what ſervice doſt thou; require of him & 
Thou art inſtrumental ( under God ) to'the. 
birth 2nd breeding of thy children, and what. 


eating. 


"SS LEARISGDOD To ms me = 


not thou ten thouſand times more engaged 
to Jeſus Chriſt, for every bit of bread and 


-- 


ſupply, for every mercy that thine enjoy; 
for every moments <w/ on this'Bde hell , 
for every ſoul-favour, and boty:kind- | 
nels? | on In | 


—- 


- , 
way -- 


_—_—__ 
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-- In him thou liveſt, moveſt, and haſt 
thy being ; the light doth riot ſo much de: 
'pend on the Sun, as thy' life and all chy 
comforts depend on Chriſt; ' Now (be thy 
own judge) what ſervice , what obedience 
may they Lord Jeſus look tor at thy hands 2 
If the world or' the fleh could do half ſo 
* much for thee, thou wer't riore-excuſeable/ 
"then now chon art in doitig fo much fot 
"them, 

' Again, wheiithe queſtion ariſeth , Whe- 
ahes Chriſt 'or - the fleſh; Chriſt or the 
world ſhowld hive thy preateſt eſteem, or 
"love, or truſt, or the moſt of thy time and 
"trength, and talents; One would” think 
\ thou thouldſt be aſhamed to-put ſuch a que- 
'fion;- or at/leaft ,- that the-very mention 
of it would be ſufficient anſwer to jt, ' A- 
"hs, whit are all the honours and pleaſures, 
riches and relations, deticates and diadems 
of the whole world to Jeſus Clift, but as 
-pebbles to pearls,” dirt ro Diattiongs , drofs 
to gold, nothing toall things? th "es ſure- 5 
ly'no compariſon,” The whole world 'of > © 
heavenand earth doth not fo fir excell a fea-'  , - © 
[rhier; 7 as Jeſus ' Chriſt doth the whole” | 
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; The life of Chriſtianity, 


Dc. Rryn. 
onHoſ.14. 
Sermon 7. 


-: Beſides, this requeſt of mine ſhoulq ra- 
ther encourage thee, in regard this abſolute 
reſ:;gnation of thyſelf ro Chriſt, tendeth tg 
the perfection and happineſs of thy ſoul, 
Thy miſery by thy fall is chiefly in this,thax 
thou haſt thereby loſt the Image of God, 
Thy want of conformity to him, is the cauſe 
why thou haſt not communion with hum, 
Beaſts donot converſe with men, nor trees” 
with beaſts, becauſe they do not live the 
life gteach other, Senle muſt fir trees to - 
converſe: with; beaſts, and reaſon myſt fig Þ« 
beaſts toconverie with-men, and graceand 
holineſs muſt fit thee to converſe with Godi 
When thou once liveſt the-life of Gad,..az 
this unreſerved ſoul-reſignation or ſanQifz : 
Fatiqn is called, Epheſ, 4. 18. thou, mayf 
then bathe thy ſoul-in kis lave, mes 
 NowthiSis the way to it, . The life of 
Chriſtianity confiſteth in an hearty dedica-, 
tion of-thy ſelf and all thou haſt to Chriſt, 
W hen thou haſt done this thou art a Chris 
ſtian indeed. B 
* Theexcellency of every thing ſtanggt 


- | | ol 
* intwo things, firſt, the pertecion of bequyj] 
c. tie ip which it was made ; and the perfer; 

* Cion of uſe for which it was made ;, 'now:Fig 


« the If 


No going. to heaven per (altfim, 195 

* the beauty,of man confifteth in this, thar 
© he was mude like unto God, Ger, 1 26, 
. and biSend and ufe is this, that: he was 
made for God ; firſt to ferye him, and 
aſter to enjoy him ; for the Lord hach 
ſer apart lum that is godly for.-himielf; 
therefore to recover tho Image -of God, 

* which conſtſteth in knowledge, righre- 
F< ouſneſſe, and true holineffe, to-work rg 

© the ferviceand glory of God, to afpire:to 
'4© the poſſeflion and fruition of God, muſt: 

*.nceds be mans greateſt good, ;; 1 1 4, 
| By what hath been largely ſpoken before! 

in this Uſe, thou mayſt perceive that there - - * 
$5:no going to heaven per ſaltzn, by leaping: 
4 out ofa dirty and ſtinking jakes, into the- 
fence of the glorious God, | There is a' 
Ag made meet to be partakers of the inheri- — © © 
taneeof the Saints #n light, Colofs, 1. ry 
+ Iwhichis by andtifhication, As cloaths arerrioe divi- 
[by lighter colouts fitted toreceive a deep {7 cnt 
Scarlet dye; fo thon muſt by this ſpiritual nur ad pare 
lifeof holineſs, be fitted for the eternal life *cipindam _ 
of glory, Obſerve 2 Cor, 5. 5. the Apo- orien ſans $ 
file tells us, He that hath wrought us for the Dwenang 
fame thing (i.e, heaven) is God: Many 1%, 
Toa rugged piece | of timber, an unhewn | ; 
; ſtone , now the ſtone mnſt be poliſhed, _ | | 
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Adoable right to branes; 
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$1101 
-  Holineſſc 
the way to 


 - pos. on, when he js put into Chriſt, and made 


* 2.4)... Inheritance in his non-age, but he hach nor 


aptitudinarium, and that is a right of fitneſs, |* 


be able to manage his eſtate, * when he hat 


the timber ſquared, before it/can be fir for 
the heavenly building wrought: for it.” *| 
- Foſeph, when he was ſem for' to Pharaoh 
our of priſon, changed his Rayment and 
trimmed. himſelf, and then appeared before] ©; 
the King, I 


tl 

And as there muſt be Regeneration , ot} 
the beginning of grace, ſo there mult be 1 C 
proficiency or growthin grace, to prepare d 
the ſoul for the weight of glory, * Tere I 
is a double tight which Hang of G 
hath to heaven, 1, Jus hereditarium, an 
hereditary-right, and that is at regenerati- 


a Co-heirwith him of his Inheritance, has 
ving grace begun in him, which ſhall beper-Þ 
fected in glory, and was given as a princi-|- 
ple ordained to ſuch a perfe&ion, 2; *Jus|® 


- whereby we are qualified to receive ſuch a! { 
mercy z and thatas an heir hath a right of: c 


tt 


aright of fitneſs till he come to years, 'and' h 


received it, Reader, ini both theſe: re-þ* 


_ ſpects there is a neceſſicy. that thou pre-J7 


ſently make a deed of gitt of thy ſelf ; and(* 
t!y all uaco Jeſus' Chriſt 1and that chou 
$5. < & never] 


— 


Miniſters Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 197 
never more -l6ok upon thy ſelf (or any 
thing thod haſt)as thine own, but as a ſervant 
intruſted with them for thy Maſters uſe and 
advantage. Be 
- Well Reader, I ſuppoſe thou doſt ere 
this fully underſtand the conditions upon 
which thy ſoul may be contracted - unto 
Chriſt, My work is to treat with thee a- 
| bout this marriage. Iam commanded by the 
{Lord ( as Abrahams Steward by his Lord) 
$Ger, 24, to provide a Wife for my Maſters 
{ ſon, Ido here in the preſence of the living 
God, by commiſſion trom his Majeſty, ten- 
er thee the moſt honourable, profitable, 
delightful match, that was ever offered to 
{mortals : Itis the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
{Lord of life and glory-, the onely begotten 
;Jof the Father, the faireſt of tenthouſands, 
to be thy head and husband 3” hereby thou 
| ſhalt have the King of Kings,. the Lord of 
[heaven and earth for thy Father ; a Queen 
[the Church for thy Mother; the Saints thoſe 
[|truly excellent,noble, illuſtrious ones, higher 
{then the Kings of the earth;for thy brethren 
and ſiſters; the Covenant of Grace(in com- 
pariſon of which all the gold of the 1ndies 
[is:bur dirt and ame) for thy treaſure; glo- 
thy ſervants, the fleflr of 
O 3 the 
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ſrious Angels for 
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_ The Chriſtians terms, \ 
the Son of God for thy meat ', and his pre- 
cious blood for thy drink ; perfe&t Righte- 
oulneſs , which is more beautiful then the 
unſpotted innocency of 4dam or Angels, | 
for thy rayment a palace of pleaſures, a 
place of "10g building of God, an houſe 
uot made with hands,bur eternal in the hea- | 
vens,for thy. habitation : And all this only 
upon theſe termes, that thou wilt be a lo- 
ving, faithful and obedient Wife ( which | 
the pooteſt beggar in the country expects 
from his wife) that thou wilt heartily give 
up thy {elf and all thou haſt to his ſervice 
and glory ; and this he defireth alſo for thy | 
good and benefit , that he may make thee a 
more <xcellent creature, and render thee 
more acceptable to God, and more capable 
of his deareſt love and eternal embraces: 
(as the rainis ſent up from the earth inthick 
and foggy 7 <a the heavens return it 
in pare and ſilver ſhoxvers ; ſo though thou 
giveſt an unbelieving, hard, earthly heart 
unto Chriſt , he will return it unto thee a- 

ain, believing, tender, heavenly, ſuch an 
eart as ſhall be more pleaſing both to God | 
and thy: ſelf ; ). and: for this he is. pleaſedF 
(though ten, thouſand Suns united/into one} 
are but darknelh.co him, ſo great is his glory) | 
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The Chriſtians termes, © 199 
ts condeſcend to become a Suirer to thee, 
to beſeech thee to accepr of him, who 


:knoweth tay portion to be miſery and beg- 
ery, who ſecth thy perſon tobe full of ug- 
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f -his loye, nor (uffererh the leaſt diminution 


- inthe preſence of the Lord, and before thy 


ina matchthat is ſo unqueſtionably and in- 


| not ſtick atany of his Precepts , for he can 
+ require nothing but what is equal, excellent ' 
F- and honorable : doe not trifle or defer it 
- Gf chou loveſt chy 


nefs and deformity, who gaineth no addi- 
tion to his happineſs by thine acceptance of 


by thy refuſal, Well, what ſayeſt thon to 
this match 2 Art thou heartily willing to 
take Jeſus Chriſt for thy wedded Husband 
to protedt and diret thee, to purifie and 
pardon thee , to ſandtthe and ſave thee, to 
guide thee by his counſel, and atrerwards to 
receive thee toglory 2 And wilt thou here 


conſcience, which is as ten thouſand witnel- 
ſes, promiſe and covenant to/obey him un{- 
verfally, to love him unfainedly, to refign 
up thy ſelf, and all chou haſt ro his diſpoſal 
unreſervedly « What fayeſt thou? Art 
thou willing or no 2 Take heed of dallying 


finitely for thy advantage ; Believe it, thou 
ſhalt not have ſuch offers every day, Doe 


foul) for this may be the 
O 4 very 


, — 
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Faith comes by hearing. 


very laſt time of asking, If chou wilt deal} 
Liodly and truly with my Maſter, tell me; qt]. 


if not, tell me, that I may return an anſver\ th 
to him that ſent me, Gey, 24. 49. 1th 


Theſe four direions which I have laid [ea 


' down already, are without queſtion the th 


-F'veDi- 
r:Qions. 
” Arten- 
> dance of 
© the Word. 


whole of ( riſtianity ; and that ſoul ſhall |W 
be certainly faved by whom chey ys up- 7 
rightly practiſed z yet there are two ſpecial |t 
means which God hath appointed He the |{ 
en2bling the ſoul to _ them , which |F 
] ſhall ſpeak briefly to, and for method ſake | 
joyn them altogether, I 


Fifthly, If thou wonldſt attain this ſpiri- Þd 
tual life, be much converſant with the Word [Ut 
of God, be often reading it,meditating on. |! 
* jt, but eſpeciall frequent it in publickw ere |): 
.t is prevcied' by loſing one Sermon (for |] 
"08g t thoy heh ) thou mayſt loſe one 
on! | 
Death atfiiſt encredinto-the world by « 
the ear, Gep, 3, and {o doth: life; ' Faith Þt 
Comes by hearing, Rom, 10. 17, thou ſeeſt in | 
the Goſpel chat, Faith and. Repentance are | 
this {pirityal life, Mark 16, 16. Gal, 2.20, 
_and thou mayeſt ſee as clearly, that theyare ; 
both 1 the fruits of the myaiſtery ; o 4 

Or 
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Faith comes by hearing. +201 


| 


Word : For Faith, that forequored place, 
Roms, 10, 17.-is full ; and for Repenrance, 
{that of CA#s 2, 37. ſpeaketh home,Vhen 
{they heard theſe things , they mere prick- 
Jed tothe heart , mark, When they heard theſe 
Jthings, The Wordof God is an hammer 7 
with which God is pleaſed to breakthe ſto- = ”. 
[ny heart; and a fire wherewith he melteth ; 
[tae-bard mertal, Ferems, 23.29, In this re- 
[ſneR. it is that the Miniſter .js called the 
Father of ſome 'Converts, namely theſe 
[whom he begerreth through the Goſpel, 
I Cor. 4+ 15, nt 
There is a reſurre&ion of ſouls at this 478 po 
day,when Miniſters lift up their yoice like a (9nveried 
trumpet, 7ſai, 58. 1.. Acts 2, 37, a5 WELL AS the 53. of 
[there ſhall be a reſurreRion of bodies at the 7/aich. _ 
Paſt day by the. Trump of the Archangel, 77 5 
'[Thisis the net which God is pleaſed tocaſt Fobnr Gow 


into the ſea of the world, and wherewith he '?*\- .. 
Auzuſtixe 


—— 


Faart = yer forget 
Jof all graces of grace;but ordinarily,of his cy pre- _ 


Jgare,for there it is given, Prov, 8, 34. /- * 
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Faith comts by hearing. | 


Grace is the law written in the heart,an 
uſually the miniſtry of the Word is the peh 
wherewith the Spirit of God writes it, + 

That is the bed wherein the children of 
God are begotten, Cantic, 1,16, That is 
the ſchool wherein the Diſciples are taught} 
of God, and learn the truth as it is in/Feſus, 
The Miniſters Commiſſion doth abundant-J 
ly evince this,7 ſend thre,(aith God to Paul, ] 
to -open the eyes of the blind, and to turn; mey 
from darkneſs to light, ani from the pomey of 
Satan to the living God. | 

God indeed is a moſt free Agentzand can} 
work when and how he pleafeth ; bur ith; 
hath pleaſed him ro make the Goſpel of 
Chriſt his own power unto ſalvation , Row, | 
I, 16, and it pleafeth him by the fooliſh- 
nefle of preaching to fave-thent that be- 
lieve, 1Cor, 1.21, Abana and Pharpay, 
Rivers of Damaſcus, to the eye of fenle 
may ſeem better thenall the waters of If- 
rael; but Jordan can cleanſe and heal when 
thoſe cannot , becauſe it hath adivine pre- 
cept and promiſe annexed toit, Nay ob: 
ſerve how God is pleaſed to dignifte high; 
Word , and to honour his own Ordinance 
When he hath begun the work of conver 
ſion himſelf immediately,he willnot perte 
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. | Faith comes by htaing. 203 
&+ without the- miniſtry of his Word, ' He 
fendeth Paul to' Ananias, Arts 9,21, to 
learn what he ſhould doe z and biddeth Cor-. 
nelzns by an Angel (for an Angel mu not 
doe that work.) to ſend for Peter, and from 
| him to hear words whereby he 'and his 
houſe ſhould be ſaved, Acts 10,5, 6. Da- 
wid 'whowas wiſer then the ancients, then = 
his.enemies, then histeachers, lyeth many 
months aſleep on the bed of ſecurity, ina 
moſt-falthy pickle, till a Prophet is {ent to 
call him up and awake him ; then, and not 
till then, he mindeth cleanſing, as appeareth 
:plainly by the title and body of the 51. 
"Pſalm, So Davids heart ſmote/him for uum- 
| bring the people z but mark the means of it; 

For (faith the Text)- when David was up in 

the mornine,the word of the Lord came to Gad, 

and commanded him to got to David, 2 Sams 

24, 10, II, 12, | 
 Yea,thevery honour of ſaving ſouls, thek 

moſt High aſcribeth to the miniftry of his 

Word, 1 Tim. 4,16, Timothy is ſpoken 

of, asſaving himſelf and them that hear 
Shim, z, e inſtrumentally ;- thos high! 

God doth magnifie his Ordinances, i. ee's 

many men vilifierhem, © Doe Tot thou there- 

| fore forſake the afſemblies'of the Saims, as the 
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manner of, ſome is , Heb; 10, 25-, but lit}, 
conſtantly az the pool, praying and waiting |. 

Dome that for the troubling of the waters of the San- 

rochurcch Qtu*ry, , The Angel of the Covenant may} 


I wilp (23 move there, and thy diſeaſed ſoul thereby] 


mer (ai-by Þe healed, As thou wouldf(t learn that leſ-Þq 
 havebeen ſon whereby thou mayſt be wiſe to ſalvati-F 
? = *P” on,do not play the truant,but trequeat that Þ ( 
3  _ School wherethe Prophet of the.Church} 
teacheth, , As thow wouldſt not quench the 
Spirit , deſpiſe not propheſying , 1 Thell. 5. 
: 19,20, Pren 
' They that, Tf thou wouldſt have thy heart through-| 


came tro 


catch the ly humbled » makeuſe of the Word : you: 1 
Preacher , May read of a bad,hard,curſed heart indeed}, 


Fs Humbled by this, 2 Chron. 33.12.and 18, y, 


the Ser- Manaſe in his affliction humbled himſelf} 


mon, as greatly; for God ſent unto him Prophets and 
_— Seers , that ſpake unto him in the name of 
Avſt.con- the Lord : ſo 2 Sam. 24,10,11, 12, 
fef. 5. lib. | 
14. AnJ7 they thyr ccme to ſee faſhions, a« Moſer came rothe 
Buſh,mavbe called as he was, The Souldiers or Officers that went to 
aporetend Chriſt were ptgb3bly apprehended by Chriſt, Fobn 7. 46. 
Wh n Henry Zatphenwas Preacher at Breme, the Papiſts ſent the'r | 
#  Chiplains to bear, that they might intrap him, but God converted by © 
»  b'sminiftry many of bem. -Sl:;d.Commens. | 


, 
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| Wouldft thou reſt upon Teſus Chriſt for 
{alvation £-Mind the Word, 'Zvery ww" I 
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How we muſt hear, 205 


hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh 
{ante me, John 6, 45, w 7c” | 
© Wouldſt thou have thine inward man 
menewed and changed 2 This may be done 
dy the bleſſing of God accompanying his 
Word; therddire itis called the enzrafſed 
Word, Jam. 1.21, To teach us, thatasthe 
| ſciences of a good apple graffed jnto a crab- 
4 iceſtock; hath vertue ro.change the nature 
4 ofic; fo hath the word preached: ( for of 
| that he ſpeaketh; -as is manifeſt; v, 19, 22, 
$23:) vertuetochange the heart of man. 


4. Reader let me perſwade thee to have a 
| reverent eſteem of, "and to be very/fanuliar 
"| with the Word bf God,reading it.conſtant-) 
J "6 and hearing it frequently: as” the Lord 
all give thee opportunities ; but-take heed , 
{how thou' heareſt; 'Lake '8, 18,:how thow' 
readeſt. Artend' on the! Word: (having: 
firſt laid aſide 'all ſuperflaity of mnaughti-: 
| neſſe; weeds, muſt be rooted up before the 
ound of mans heart is fit ito receive the 
I feed of the 'Word) 1, With meekneſle 
Sof ſpirit, Jam, r. 21, The humble finner 
Fs fitteſt to be Chriſts Schollar, The meek > * 
T he will reach his way, the meek he: will guide in. 
| judgement, Pſal, 25,8, 9, When the heart. 
W191 YL ,* 1s 
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tender.itis m moſt reachable, itis like white 
paper for an DEER like ſoft wax far | 
any impr A. proud perſon is too jp 
good (1n hisc own conceit) tobe taughts, he 
quarrelleth and rageth either at the Friel 

\ that preacheth, or at the plainneflle of "t 
termon, but to his own ruine; | He rejectet! Ju 
the counfel of God but it is againſt hiraſcl,"]þ 
to his own hurt, Luke 7, 30, The wealr Þ* 
corn , which yeilds to the wind-,' recei-" 
veth no age by it 3. but the: proud 
ſturdy oak which reſiſterh' it-is often brokedl 


1n CPs 


2; Arxend < the Watd RET ry 
on. roobey! whatever the: Lord'fliall in! his -$; 
hap nd thee. :0; Tis _— toi ÞÞ1 

tat Godsfeet, heari yoice purpoſely! J# 
that thou/inighteſt Jockin: ikea fer-J? 
vant, to goe-to thy. maſterand. knoiv' his! 
mind. ;that thou myſt tulfilkic, when 'thou!' 
canſt fay., I am here preſent before the. Lord toi 
hear and doe the things that- are cammanitedinee' 
of God, As 10, 33, like the'/Romins; des 

* d57V29 liver up thy felf wholly to that form of is 
| 9dax#. deetrine which God hath delivered\ down 9 
-, unto thee ,:aS mettal- tor = \m__ and 3 

ne; Row, &, $7,0.9,2c 1.2 
3 With: 
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4 3. With ſelf application;doe not think 


-kbis concernethſuch 2 man,and now the mj- 


luſter bitcech ſuch a0ne; but, conſider, now 
dd\{peaketh tainy ſoul, and this truth 


6th; nearly concern mez 1f the word be not 


| 


IMen-goth the execution upon-{an, - / 


mixed with faith., it-will yot $6 profitable to 
n | 5 
bews that hear it, Hebr, 4. 2. Whilſt truths 


Teſt in generals, lntle good will be done; bur 


hen they come-tq be particularly applied; 
nd to fink down. into the heart ;then they 


Plato 3s 
he walked 
in the 
ftreers, if 
he (aw any 
difſolute 
or difor- 
aered, 
would re« 
fl, & on 
himſelf, 
with Num 
ego talks, 
Am I ſuch 


work effecually for the ſouls ſalvation, 2 ne 2 


Truths generally[received are like the char- 


'his man 
15? Diopen, 


pRgd iece,but the particular applicationof Laere.in 


eBit Jil. | j2 £11] \ 9) D93* ; 
»i4., With ſupplication before! and after 
Raging or hearing; begin with God, Lard 
Wen. mime eyes that I may [ce the wouderful 
ings of thy Law, Pſal. 119, 18;;Begin duy 
ty; with dnty 3 Thi preparation: tas ear 1h; 
mens from the: Lord; Prov.16.1, And at- 
texchoy wn, wafer] read, pray.as ehe Di- 
PAY eSafter they had-heard , Lord gpent0 us, 
is Porable, Matth..15,15, This ScriptVE,' 
Write thy law in my heart,” and thy truth #8: 


_ vita, 


mart toward parts ; teach me thy way, lead me + 


. 
 . 
0 
, | % — 
: \ 


nthyrighteeſuef, give me anderfanding,; gat 
879 Þ- 


i es iT 


'* and 1 ſhall keep thy law, yea,T ſhall ob ervel 
by whol ber Pal. 119, 34. fe 


* : 26 $ ' 'T Thou mn ff be anvands or cds 


ſoul with the neceſſity of & | 


"duty; "thiethou muſt be converted ot con 
demned ; ; and itis the laiw.of the Loyd th 
is perfect”; converting the! ſoul, Pals 19, 
. That thoti muſt know thy-miſety 
. eternally; and it-1s the lviepe o& cheT.od q 
_ tharis Pare enlightning the-mind,Pſa,19/Þ 
» Thatrhou muſt repentor be ruined: and ith 
. by hearing that men come to be prickt 


' the hearr; Acts 2,37. Thatthou muſt - 


+, --: lieveor periſh; and how ſhalt thou beliey 
1 onthim-of whom:thou haſt hot heard 2 [Rs 
10, As hips will ride a long time int 


road-ſteed (when they might be in the ha, 


vea) for this end'that they may bejn-tt 


winds way to take the firſt opportunity ehat ; 


hall be offered for their intended voyage | 
So d6' thou ridein the. road of Gods Ordis 
nances, waiting for the ales of the Spirit 


_ thou knowſt.not. how foon' rhar _ may} 
onthe waters of the'S nil 


drive the _ellel of of thy out ADEN Nc 
t the haventof happineſſe of 
Reine 


p IF chounoult ati is ſpinel ig} 
l | Pin he fnqunt and fervent at: the rhroae"0, DT; 


"> = 
- <% 
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Prayer for ſpiritual life... 


race, thas the God of all grace would in- Proyee 

F tuſe grace into thee, and breath into thy ſout - * * 

_ the breath of-this ſpiritual life, As Abram 

pleaded for 1ſhmael, Gen: 17.18, 0 that 1ſh- 

* mach might live before thee | ſo do thou tor 

EF thy ſoul , 9 that my ſoul might live before 

thee! Anc' .5 the Ruler fof his ſon, Lord; 

| come down quickly ere my ſoul die, yea ere it die 

© #ternally, bY 

| Go toGod witha ſenſe of thy own un- 

F wortbine(s and iniquitics, that though thou 
"comeſt to his' Majeſty for the greateſt f1- 

$ vours,yet thou art lefſe than the leaſt of all 

F his mercies, acknowledging that thou haſt 

* finned hainouſly againſt heaven, 2nd before 

F him, and art unworthy xp be called his ſon ; 

$ Confeſle thy original, actual, hearr,life fins; 

4 with their bloody aggravations, and intreat 
him to pardon and purifie thee: O with 
what humility.reverence, and (elt-abhorren- 
o > ſhould ſach a guilty priſoner approach , 
the Judge of the whole earch! Arraign; 


-accuſe and condemn: thy ſelf and thy ſins; 
if- ever thou wouldſt haye God to. acquit 
thee, . 

E Pray alſo with a ſenſe of thy own impo- 

Ftericy and weaknefſe, That though thers 

' be a neceflity of humiliation, . if ever thou 

__ +/+ P wonldſt 


Ms. Al. 


254 Faith a ſuper -natural work, 

*. would efcape damnation,yet thou canſt as 

- _ ſoon fetch water out of arock, as teares 
from thine eyes, or ſorrow from thine heart | - 
for thy fins (till the wind of the Spirit } 
bloweth, thoſe waters will never flow; It s 
God that myſt give to thee a poor Gentile re- 
{ton mins P29 40c5 87100 life, cAits gee nd Thar 
© 4ificite et hon muſt believe, or thou canſt nox be ſa- 
© nobis welle yed , yet thou canſt as eafily cauſe iron to } ' 
F aads- fwim , as thy ſoul robelieve in the Son of I 
” werivel- God; ( Faith the gift of God, Phil, 1.29. 
me, Bora 229þ. 8.) It isas hard a work 'to believe the | 
| Cnfi Goſpel, as to keep the Law perfeftly, No- | 
; 0.22. oſpel, as to keep the Law perfectly, No- | 
BE: thing lefſe than omnipotency can enable - 
the foul ro either, As thy firſt birth and | 
generation, ſo is thy c—_; birth and rege- } 
neration from the Lord, Men and meanes | 
may be inſtrumental and fubſervient , but 
their efficacy and fſuccefle dependeth on 
God. As Protogenes, when he faw a line 
curiouſly drawn ina Painters ſhop,cried ont, 
None but Apelles conld'draw that line ; fo 
when thou ſeeſt the new Creation, thou 


| 
mayſt ſay , None but a God could doe | 
that. | 
F | 

4. 


—— 


When thou haſt through the ſtrength of'Þ 
Chriſt wrought thy heart to ſome ſenſe of} - 
thy weakneſs and uaworthineſs , then look 
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into the Scriptures, and fetch arguments 


from Cods own month , weapons trorti: his 
. own Armory , whereby thou mayſt preyail 
with him,and overcome him. Befeech him 
to conſult his glorious Name and gracious 


Nature; mind him, that he is the Lord, the - 


Lord God, gracious, merciful, long-ſufferine.; 
abundant ” o0dnefs and Kors ee FG 
 quaty,, tranſereſiion and ſin, Exad. 34. 6, 
4 Tell him, that he delighteth not in the 
death of finners; that he takecth more 
| pleaſure in unbloody conqueſts ,z in the 
| chearful ſervices than inthe painful ſuffer- 
ings of his Creatures : That he had much 
; rather have trees forfruit than for the. fire; 

ay, Have mercy upon me,O Got, ——_Y to. 
thy loving kindneſs, and after the multitude of 


6 
thy tender mercies blot out mine offences, gr 
51,1, O thouthart art rich in mercy, Jr 
the great love wherewith thon loveſt ſouls; 
quicken me in Chriſt , that by grace I may 
be ſanified and ſaved, Since thou de- 
| lighteſt in mercy,be pleaſed Lord todelighr 
both thy ſelf and thy ſervant, by extending 
+ thine hand of mercy to pluck me out © 
{ this bottomleſle depth of miſery. Intreat 
| God to conſult his own Honor , as well as 
| his gracious Nature, Mind him, that if he 
; | P 2 ar. 
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condeſcend to convert and ſave thee , he 
ſhall have the glory of his patience,in wait- 
ing thus long to be gracious ; the glory of 
his providence in cauſing all things to work | 
together for thy good ; the glory of mercy 
in pitying and pardoning ſuch a greivous ſin- 
_ ner; the glory. of his juſtice in that noble | | 
ſatisfaction ir ſhall have from the death of | 
tus Son ; the glory of his power, in bringing | . 
{ucha rebellious heart into ſujeRtion unto. 
Jeſus Chriſt, Intreat his Majeſty to conſ1- 
der , that he may pardon and cleanſe thee 
through Chriſt, without theleaſt diminut1- 
on to his glory z nay, that far more revenues 
will come to his crown from thy ſalvation, 
then from thy damnation, That the forced 
confeſſions of them that periſh ( as of Ma- 
lefaQors upon a wrack ) do not ſound forth | 
his-praiſes ſo much,nor ſo well, as the joyful 
hearty acclamations of his ſaved ones ; Say," 
Lord, if thou ſuffer me to continue in my 
hlthand pollution, and never waſh me by 
theblood and ſpiritof thy Son , and ſuffer 
me to periſh eternally, thou art righteous; 
but Lord, if I periſh I ſhall not praiſe thee 
(thy $'ory will rather be forced out. of me' 
with blows, as fire out of a flint, | thou 
delighteſt to ſee poor creatures volugteers 
| ..1n 
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in thy ſervice':: ) The damned do not cele- 
brate thy praiſe,they that go' into theinfer- Plal 30.9. 
nal-pit give thee no thanks; The living,the pg. 88. 
living they ſhall praiſe thee', they that live ro, 11. 
ſpiritually,and they that live with thee eter- 1838-19: 
nally, O what _ and Halelujah's? 
what honor, and glory, and bleſſing, and 
praiſe do they giveto the Lord , and to the 
Lamb * that ſitceth upon the throne for 
| ever? Oler my foul live, and it ſhaltpraiſe 

thee, Thine is the kingdom and power; 

do thou work within me by thy grace, and 
thine ſhall be the glory. | 

Defire God to confider his own promiſe 

| as well as his praiſe, Urge his own word, 
That+hey that ask ſhall recerve, that” ſeek ſhall 
find,that knock ſhall have heaven opened, That 
if men know how to give g00d gifts toghem 

that ask,how-much more will the Father in hea- 
| wer give his holy Spirit to them that ask,That 
he will circumciſe the hearts of men and women 
to love him., Dent, 30, 6, That he will put 
his fear into their hearts, and thy fhall never 
| depart away from "him Ter. 32.40. That 
| be will write his Law in their hearts, Ezek.31., 
| 33: Go into him when thou art full of 
| heavineſs,as Bathſheba did ro Dawid,and ſay, .. 
| *pJ | þ j PS13 
| Didmot my Lord promiſe thus & thus? & ,,, 18: . / 
} 3-087 P 3 Is { 
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. 
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| 
4 Fre 1s. 
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Remember thy 


is it-thy-mind that thy word ſhould go un- 
fulfilled £ Lord , are not. theſe thy own 
words ? thine own hand writing whoſe 
ſtaffe and bracelet is this ? If thou hadſt 


not promiſed , I ſhould not have found | 


in my heart to pray : And if thou ſhouldſt 
not perform , where would be the glory of | 
thy truth? Thy mercy, O Lord, us great unto 
the heavens.and thy truth wyyy the clouds, Pal. 


. 57. 10, My foul cleaveth unto the duſt, qurck- 


en thou me according to thy word, P(H.,119.25, 
| word unto thy ſervant, apo 
which thou haſt cauſed me ts hope, Pla.t 19.49. 
 Beſeech him to conſider thy miſery ; like 
2 beggar, uncover thy nakedneſle, ſhewrhy 
fores' and wounds to moye. him to. picy : 
Tell him,that in regard of thy fpiricyal con- 
dition, thou art at preſent wretched, miſe- 


rable, poor, blind, and naked, without God, | 


without Cliriſt, without hope, an alien from 
the Common-wealth of 1ſrael, and a ftran- 
ger fromthe Covenantsof promiſe ; and 
that thine eternal ſtate is like to be the 
worm that neyer.dieth , rhe fire that never 
goeth ox: eng devils and damned ones, 
in blackneſſe of darkneſle for eyer, Say 
Lord ,open thine eyes,and (ce thy poor crea- 
ture weltring, wallowing ,. poſtuecd in his 


— 
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Gods Promiſes urged. 


owaſoul blead ; and now IT am in my blood, 
open thy meuth agd ſay unto me, Live; yea, 
now Tam in my blood, fay untome, - Live. 
Since no eye pitieth me to do any good unto 


- me,open thine heart,& ler thy bowels yearn 


towards me : Let this time be my time of 
love; fpread thy skirt over me , and cover 
all my nakednefle : Enter into a covenanc 
with me , and enable me to become thine 
for ever, Since thou beholdeſt all the 
wants and aeceffities of my poor ſoul; open 
thine hand and ſupply all my ſpiritual need. 
There is bread enough, and to ſpare, in the 
Fathers houſe, O let nor my dying ſoul pe- 
rith for bunger. Open thine eares and hear 
the prayers and ſupplications which thy ſer- 
vant poureth out before thee night and day, 
Thou haſt the key of David, and openeſt, 


| andnomanſhuttecth, Open the iron gate 


of my heart (which will never open of its 
own accord ) that the King of glory may 
eaterin, Thou didſt open the rock, and 
cauſe it to ſend forth water ; Bow the hea- 
vens and come down; Break open this 
rockie heart, and comein, and takean effe- 
Rual,univerial,cternal poſſeſſion of my ſoul, 
Conſider thy bottomleſs mercie,Chuiſts tn- 
finite merits,my unſpeakable miſery, and lect 
P 4 


thine 
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Importunity tobe uſed in Prayer, 


thine heart be opened in-pitie \ and thine 
hand in bounty , -that my lips may be open- 
ed, and my mouth may everlaſtingly ſhew 


' forth thy praiſe. 


Only in thy prayers be inſtant, conſtant, 
and look up to Jeſus Chriſt, Beg hard 
( chough humbly) when thou art begging 
for heaven, Sa Ef] Si y8 

Haſt thov never heard a Malefator con- 
demned tobe hanged,begging for a reprieve 


. 'or pardon? with what tears and prayers, 


ye 


what bended knees, watered cheeks,ſtrained | 


joynts , he intreateth for his mortal life ! 
Thou haſt much more cauſe to be earneſt, 
when thou art begging for ſpiritual life. 
Think of it;thy foul, thy eternal condition, 
are engaged and arſtake in thy prayer: O 
how ſhould all the parts and faculties of thy 
body and ſoul work and unite in prayers 


Fat are of ſuch concernment 2 What fer» 
.-- vencie ſhouldſt rhou uſe, conſidering thar if 


thou art denied thou art undone ! if thy 
prayers be loſt, thy God is loſt, thy 
ſoul is loſt, thy happineſle is loſt for 
ever, | | | OA 


: ' Pray conſtantliey reſolve to- give God + 
noreſt day nor night , till he give theereſt / 
es (et times every day (far | 
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Sts : —© 8 | whic 


* 


-——— — — 


oo @ AQ gs} 


F;z + +\ 54 bh 
. —_ \ th = . *% 


- —_ 
— — 


| Importunity to be uſed in Prayer, 


261-. 
which thou canſt not offer ſolittle as two 
hours a day, it being ſoul-work, God-work, 
eternitie-work, and in which I would deſire 
thee tobe as ſerious and ſolemn as is poſſi- 
| ble ) thou mayſt often in the ſhop, or in the 
held, in thy journying, - on thy bed, chew 
mayſt turn up thy heart to heaven, in ſome 
ejaculations (it is thy great priviledge where 
ever thou art, thou mayſt find Cod out) ſuch 
as theſe, O when wilt thou come unto me? es 
Hear me ſpeedilie,O my God, make no tay- © 
rying. | Shall I never be made clean good 
Lord: when ſhall it once be!Save me Maſter 
or Iperith, | 
But be ſure in all thy addreſſes to-God 
thou look up to Jeſus Chriſt as thine Ad- 
yocate with the Father, as the only Maſter 
of requeſts , to preſent and perfume all thy” - 
prayers, and thereby make them prevalent; 
Through himwe have acceſs with confidence un+ 
to the Father , Eph, 2, 18, It is poſſily 
thou mayſt have ſeen a Child going toll 
ſcourged for its faults by a ſtern Mother,the 
tender Father fitting by;and how the Child 
ſeeing the rod taken down, and the Mother 
ſin earneſt, caſterh a pitiful lamentable look 
-Juponits Father,both longing and expecting 
to be ſayed by his mediation, Go thou and 
5 + + HS Ws; a9 
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263 Spiritual life the moſt honorable. 
do likewiſe ; and know for thy encoutage- 
"_ that if Devid heard Joab ( whom he 
loved bu little) for rebellious Abſalow ; 

and if Herod heard Blaftus a ſervant for thoſe 
> ba and Sidon , who had offended him, 
nwithout doubt God will hear the Son 

of his infinite love fot thee, And if thou 
vt but ſenſible of thy foul-ſicknefſe , thou 
mayſt be confident that thy ſpiritual Phyfi- 
tan- ( who is athorized by his Facher to 
practice, 2nd delighteth exceedinglic in che 
imployment ) will :come and heal thee ; | 
thy ſickaeſſe hall not be unto death , but | 
for the glorie of God and thine eternal | 


1 ſhall in the next place only annex three 
' Properties of this ſpiritual life , as motives 
Sitoew to encourage thee to 'a laborious en- 
tliemen * deavouring after it , and then leave both 
| Chris thee and is exhortation to the bleſſing of 


Firſt, This ſpiritual life is the moſt hono- 
| rablelite, Naife hath ſo much excellencie 

in it,as thakifapt godlineſſe, If I had my 
Celis, Wh, fa y , I would chooſe theff 
homely work of a ruſtical Chriſtian before 


ms 
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al the victories of Alexander the great, K, and 
Jolis Ceſar, Theexcellencie and di 

of every life dependeth nd wo the 
which is its principle , and its ecificuing 
difference, Therefore the life of a man is 
more noble than the life of a beaſt, becauſe 
it hath a more noble form , a rational ſoul, 
which diſtinguiſheth it. ſpecifically from,and 
enableth it to a&t more nobly and hi 
thana beaſt, And truly, therefore the li 
of a Chriſtian is more honorable and excel- 
Jeat than the life of any other man, becauſe 
| he hach a more noble form (which is the 
| | principle of it ; and differenceth it ſpecih- 
| callie from che life of oraceleſſe men) Jeſus 
Chriſt the Lord of life and glory dwelling 
, | in lus hearr, by his Spirit, as theprincple of 
7 his fpiriual life. If therebe an excellencie 
; | in that body which is united to aſonl, what 
| mah is there in that ſoul which: is 
f | united to a Saviour ? It is called rhe life of 
God, Eph.,4.18. Surely no life can be more 
| honorable than-the 4 of God, yet in 
4 rheir meaſure the ſan&ified ones live the 
| very ſame life that the glorious God (the 
| fountain of ape; liveth, Devitl, 


hs 
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hough a King,thought himſelf honored by 
before . 


- Chriſti: 
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before their works mention thoſe titles 
which belong to them, and ſpeak their ho- 


and thirtieth Pſalm 4 ſervant of God, as his 


cenftan- moſt honorable title, A Pſalmof David 4 


tine and 


Palentini- ſervant of the Lord. If it be ſuch an honor 
av, two to ſerve an Earle, a King, what is it to 


Envperore ſerve the King of Kings and Lord of 


themſelves Lords ? 


- Vaſaltos Godlineſle is called i walking with God, 
Gen, 5. 24, 4 converſing or having fellow-\ 


ſhip with the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, 
I John 1, 3. For God to walk and converſe 


with us,is his greateſt humiliation; but for 
us to walk. cr converſe with God , is our ' 


higheſt exaltation, 
The righteous , ſaith the wiſe man ( who 
had judgement to ſet adue price upon per - 


ſons) is more excellent then hys neighbor, Prov., 


12,26, Let himlive by never ſo rich or 
great men, ts if they want grace,they are 
not.comparable to him, - I" 


* comm pe. The godly man hachthe moſt bonorable 


minizon birth, heis bornof God, Joh» 1. 13 . the 


' 44mm i® moſt honorable breeding , be is brought up. 


Genitivo 


fingulari ; in thenurture and admonition of the Lord ; 
- ſed exiam the moſt honorable Tutor and Teacher ,\ 


inNomina- 


- toe plurg.. *DE good Spirit of God, Johy 14, 16. the 
6. Luth, | moſt 


=- 


nor , David ſtileth himſelf before the fix. 
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{ Seventy Souls beyond ſeventy Nations. 


moſt honorable Attendants, the glorious 
Angels; the moſt honorable employ- 
|, ment, his main work j$ to wait upon 
God, | | 

; Themoſt honorable Relations: A King 
| for his Father, 2 Cor, 6, #/t, A Queen for 
| his Mother, Gal. 4.26, The excellent of 
theearth, Pſal, 16, 3, Lords in all Lands, 
Pſal. 45.16, Higher then the Kings ofthe 
earth, Pſal. 89, 27. Thoſe Worthies , of 
I whom the world is not worthy, for his Bre- 
thren, Heby, 11. | 

Nama ſecond King in Rome, though an 
| Heathen,could ſay, That he held ir an high- 
{er honor to ſerve God, then to rule over 
men. 

The Jews ſay, That thoſe ſeventie ſculs 
which went down into Egypt, were more 
| worth then all the ſeventie Nations of the 
world beſide, It the glotious Angels in 
heaven are more honorable than the Devils, 
ſureIam, it is holinefle that maketh the 
difference, : 

The moſt gaudy and goodly fruits of mo- 
{ralitie, ſpringing from the ſoil of nature 

manured and improved to theutmoſt; The 
{ Heavens beſpangled with thoſe glittering 
| Stars. and adorned with that illuſtrious Sua, 
A are 
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Molimefs ennobles the Soul. 


ire nothing glorious in compariſon of the 
heart of a poor Chriſtian that is embroider- 


ed with grace. Tt is godlineſſe alone that 


addeth worth and value to all our civil and 
natural neg, as the Diamond to the 
Ring, Nothing doth really debaſe and 
degrade a man but fins and nothing doth 


truly advance or innoble the foul but holi- 


nefſe. Job ſcraping himſelf on the dang- 
hill, and Jeremiah finking in the mire, were 
more honorable and glorious, than Ahab and 
Ahaz on their Thrones with their Crowns; 
If the refpeR we have from others makes 
ns honorable, then they that are moſt pre- 
cious in Gods ſight are moſt honorable, 
1jai, 43. 4. It it be ſome internal excellen- 
cie that makes men honoxaþle, then they 


that have the Image of God muſt be moſt 


honorable, 
Tt is worthy our obſervation ; that fin is 
ſo ignoble and baſe,that thoſe wicked ones, 
who love it moſt, are aſhamed to own it 0- 
nly ; but becauſe of the excellencie- of 
olineſſe,will ſer that forth for their colours, 
their banners, though indeed they fight Sa- 
tans batrels: That forlorn hope for hell, 
2 Tim, 3.5. of covenant-breakers,blaſphe- 


mers, men without natural affeRion, yet 
| they | 
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arſe On ir 


they will have a form of godlineſſe; though 
they do fins drudgery, yer they are aſhamed 
of p_ baſe _ and _ m_ the 
{Saints livery , having 4 form ine{[e. 
Nay the Devil himſelf will ap i ue 
[Ss mantle , and transform himſelf into 
an Angel of lighr, 
But holineſte is ſoexcellentthar God is 
{pleaſed roeſteem it as his own beauty and 
glory, How oftenis hecalled The holy One 
of ral "The Angels aſcribe holinefſe to 
him by way of eminencie z Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Iſai, 6. 3. ( we read not in Scripture of any 
of Gods other Attributes thrice repeated, 
to ſhew that the Dignity of God confiſterh 
fin this) And ſodoe the Saints in heaven 
Ipraife him for it as his Excellencie , Rew. 
16. 10. and theSaints on earth, Exod. 15, 
411. Holineſſe is the charaRer of Jeſus 
I Chriſt; The 1mage of the vnfinitely gloriows 
| God; nay, it is called the divine natwe: 
Surely then they that have moſt of ir are 
| moſt honorable; and they which want ir, 
how full ſoever they are of all other excel- 
lencies, are baſe and contemptible, 


_ Secondly, As this ſpiritual life is moſt 
* | honorable, {@ it js moſt comfortable, There 


iS 
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A Chriſtiajs life moſt comfottable, 
is no life (o pleaſant and delightful as the F 
lifeof a Saint, - The merry grigs,and jolly} 
gallants of rhe world. ( whole finful mirt 
1s worſe than. madneſlſe ) will needs tell us, 
that godlineſſe makes men mopiſh and me- 
lancholy, that when once we ſalute Reli-. 
gion, wetake our leave of all delight and,h, 
conſolation z whereas indeed there never} 
was true peace born, but it had purity.for its} 
parent. All otheris ſpurious and 1llegiti- 
mate, But the world , like the Primitive 
Perfecutors, put Chriſtians into the skins of Þ 
Beares and Buls , and.then bait them, as if Þ 
they were really ſuch, And the hand of 
the Devil is inall this, who like the Indians; 
* maketh great fires tofright Mariners from 
landing at ſuch Coaſts as would be moſt 
for their comfort and contentment, Believe; 
(Reader) the true and faithful Witneſſe, 
Hy wayes are wayes bf pleaſantueſs, and all hit 
paths are peace, Prov. 3,17, It is not ſan- 
Rity , but rneir. want of it, or miſtake 
"ol it, which maketh them forrow- 
Itisconfeſt Saints may be ſad ; they doe 
not ceaſe tobe men when they begin to be 
Chriſtians, '.It was in thy company ( it. 
may be)--O ſinner : No wonder. Fiſh cant: 
| nor's 


a ® | [IE j. 


— 


The Saints joy inward, 269 © 


—— 


# nor ſport themſelves when they are our of 
their element, Birds do not {ing on the 
_ buc when they are mounting on 

| high towards heaven, And probably their 

Þ hearts were heavy out of compaſhon to 

| thee, whom they obſerved to be haſtening 

FT to he!l; and dancing merrily over the very 

© pitor deſtruction and eaſele(s miſery, Thou 

{eeſt their ſorrows ſometimes ,- thine e 

may beho!d their tears} but thou doſt not 

fee their joys, thy heart cannot conceive 

them, | | | | 
Saint Azſt:ne relateth concerning an hea- 

then that. ſhewed the father bis idol gods, 

FT aying, Here:is my God, where is thine £ 

22nd then pointing up to the San, he ſaid, 

Here is my God; but where is thine * F 

ſhewed bim-not my God, faith :4yſtine, not 

| becauſe I had none to ſhew , bur becauſe he 

| | had no eyes to ſee him, Thus the joys of 

| a Saint are inviſible to the wicked becauſe 

| they are inward, [ſpiritual joys, though they 

| er” unſpeakable and glor:ous, Auſtines 

; | confeſſ. 

4 ©: They have ſuch joy as thowart not to jn- 

termeddle with, Prov, 14. 10.' They have 

mear to eat which thou knoweſt not of, 

'Their life is- an hidden life; Col. 3, 3- and 

n Q_ their 


_ 


I 
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270 | The Saints joy inward. 


cheir comforts are hidden comforts ,. their | 
ſecret meals fatten their ſouls , and their 
bread eaten in ſecret how pleaſant is. it ? 

The kingdom of God, which is this |-. 
ſpiritual life , conſiſteth not in mears and 
drink, bur in righteouſneſs, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom, 14.17. And 
beſides,it cometh not with obſervation, Lok, 
17.20, the world taketh no notice of it, 
It doth not conſiſt in the laughter of the 
face, in the ſiniles of the brow, but in the } 
tranquillity of the mind, ſolid contentment 
inthe breſt, 

Chriſt takes his Spouſe apart from the 
crowd of the world, and then gives her the 
ſweeteſt kifles, the deareſt embraces, yea 
her very fill of love, Many aloving viſit 
hath the Saint from his Saviour ; when 
Chriſt came in at the backdoor, the neigh- 
bors neither ſaw when he came, nor when 
he went away. A true Chriſtian hath the 
moſt haws-chnarke wine, though he hangs 
out no buſh , maketh no ſhew of it in the 

. world; the wealthy Merchant that is worth 
thouſands,doth not cry his commodities up 
 anddown theCity. . | 

The parlor wherein the ſpirit of Chriſt en 
tertains the Chriſt ian,is an tuner room, not. nexs 
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The Saints comfort great, 


ENS _— 


the ftreet for every one that goeth by th ſmell 
| the feaſt ; the Srante r doth po v7 Pe 
} 44s joy, Prov.14.10, Chriſt and the ſoul may 
fit «t ſnpper mithin, and thou not ſee one diſh | _ 
go in, nor hear the Muſick that ſounds ſo ſweet- 11 xm. 
ly in the Chriſtians ears, Perhaps thou think- » pan. pig, 
eſt he wants peace, becauſe he doth nat hang out 3**' 
T figs in his countenance of that peace and joy 
within. Alas poor wretch | may not the Sant 
have 4 peacefal conſcience with a ſolemy, yea 
| ſad countenance, as well as thou and thy coms © 
' panions have a ſorrowful heart , when there # 
nothing but fair weather in your faces * 
hether they have the greateſt 
| comfort or no, do thou judge, Sure I am, 
there are none in this world that have fo 
| much groutid to be comfortable-as they 
have, They have the moſt delightful com- 
pany, they walk with God.,they ſuppe with 
] Chriſt; their fellowſhip is with the Father 
and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, which is the one- 
} good fellowſhip, 1 7ohn 1, 3. They have 
| the moſt delightful food ; they eat of the 
| bread that came down from heaven, and 
| drink of that love which js berter than 
| wine. They are abundantly ſatisfied with,,..  , 
the fatneſs of Gods houſe, and made ro! 70 
drink of the rivers of his (own): pleaſures, 
BIG Q 2 and 
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Gifts of the left hand.giftleſs gifts. 


and are bidden welcome,with eat,O friends, 
drink abundantly, O beloved, Theſe. are. 
exceedings. indeed, but {if itbe not their 
own fault) they have them often, beſides 
their every hours fareof a good conſcience 
which is a-contigual feaſt, - . They have the 
moſt delightful Muſick , they hear the joy- 
ful ſound of the Goſpel of. peace , the glad 
tidings of pardon; adoption, ſalvation, and 


{o may rejoyce in hope of glory z many a 


time ſurely their hearts are warmed , .and 
their ears rayiſhed at the hearing of theat- 
fetion which Chriſt beateth tothem , . and 
the benefits he hath bought for them: They 
have the moſt delightful lodging z they lie 4 
all night between Chriſts arms, in the cham- 
ber of the great King; They, have the rich-. 
eſt mercies, . the ſpecial love of the Father, 


the precious blood of the Son, andthe -di- 


vine graces of the {pirit z when others have 
onely the bleſſings of the footſtoo), of the 
left hand, ſuch giftleſs gifts ( as one calleth 
them) as may conſiſt with -an eternal ſepa- 
ration from God ; they havethe metcies of | 
the throne, of the right hand, the bleſſings 
of his own children, and ſuch as do accom- 


pany ſalvation, No wonder that they fic 


under Chriſts ſhadow with great delight 
. ang 1 


 Chri ſtianity moſt comfortable. 


Em 


and his fruit is ſweet unto their taſte, 
Can,r.3, 

The child of God by vertue of a good 
conſcience, inthe midſt of the waves of af- 
flition , is as ſecure as that child which in a 
ſhipwrack was upon aplank with his mother 


till ſhe awaked him then ſecurely ſleeping, 


and then with his pretty countenance , 
ſweetly ſmiling , and by and by (ſportingly 
asking 2 ſtroak to beat the naughty waves; 
at laſt when they continued boyſtrous for 
all that , ſharply chiding them as if they 
had been his play-fellows. O the innocen- 


cy ! Othe comfort of peace of conſcience, 


Dr. Stoughton, 

It is likely indeed that when they wander 
from Chriſt they may come home by weep- 
ing-croſs (as out-lying Deer are tall of fear; 


and- therefore tis obſerved ſeldom' fat) but - 


they run the waies of Gods commandments 
with enlarged hearts, And what ever be 
the cauſe of their ſorrow , whether their 
own fins.,or thine,or others, or the aMiions 
, of the church, whatever it be, their mourn- 
ing is better then the carnal mirch, 

And this I dare undertake for them, that 
in their moſt diſconſolate condition, they 
ſhall not change with the moſt proſperous 
| | ®D 3 Prince 
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Alas, the comfort of a ſinner as it is but 
ſhort, like the crackling of thornes under 
a pot, {oit is but ſhallow.,skin deep at moſt, 
e bi- like a ſudden ſtorm: of rain which wettech 
Write? the ſurface of the earth-, but never finkerh 
fon implent >”. © 

Beftxs, ſed tO the root ; their joy may ſmooth the 
frontem ret brow, but cannot warm the breaſt ; their 
[En epi.zz 100k may be ſometimes lively, but their 
F< - hearts are alwates heavyz For there is xg 


Their mirth islike fomejuicy plumbs which 
have ſtones with a bitter kernel, The 

5 not ſtatelieſt and beſt accommodated houſes of 
grear unſanctified men, are bur like the neſts of 

| eh the Waſps, where there may be curions combs, 
+ bird fing, but no honey 3 many outward mercies, but 
| vor ©&f .« NO true inward mirth, no Fweetneſs : when 
| thac brivg- The voice of joy and Calyation is in the ta- 
| ethrell  bernacles of the righteous, Pſal, 138, 15, 
{> . They onely have the ſtrong conſvlations, 


- 


, 
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ous, 1 Pet, 1,8, The peace of God which 

| pollerh all underſtanding, to garriſon their 
-o and minds through Chriſt Jeſus, 

MST. 5 | 

As they have more afflitions than others 


croſs) 


—_ S 


Prince in the world that. is our of Chriſt, - 


peace to the wicked ſaith my God, 102, 57. 20.5 * 


- Heb,6.18, The joy unſpeakable and glori- | 


{che diſciple of Chriſt muſt rake up his | 
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Holineſs moſt profitable. 


croſs) ſo they have more conſolations than 
others; and their ſoul comforts are not ſel- 
dom the ſweeteſt when their bodily croſſes 
are greateſt (as the {weeteſt Roſes grow 
neareſt the moſt ſtinking weeds) although 
the blind world ſee them not, Asa man 
Randing, ſaith a Divine, upon the ſea-ſhore, 
ſeeth a great heap of waters, one wave ri- 
ding upon the neck of another,and' hearerh 
loud roarings thereof , but though he ſeeth 
the waters, yet he doth not ſee the wealth, 
the infinite riches , that lye butied in them: 
So wicked men ſee the waters, the aflii- 
ons, the conflicts, but not the wealth, the 
comforts, the inward joy of the children of 


God, 


Thirdly, as this ſpiritual life is the moſt 
honorable and comfortable, ſo itis the moſt 
profitable life : no calling bringeth in ſuch 
advantage as Chriſtianity; godlineſsis pro- 
| fitableunto all things, 1:Tim,4.8, There is 
an univerſal gainfulneſs in real god!inels, 
* Plutarehtelleth us that the Babylonians make 
above three hundred ſeveral commodities of 
the Palme-tree; but there are many thou- 
fand benefits which godline(s bringerh 5 
* no Merchant ever had his veſlels returned 
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276 © Godlineſſe moſt profitable. b 
© fo richly laden, as he that tradeth heaven- 
ward. SOON 05s | 
© Obſerve Reader, after the Apoſtles affir- 
mation, his full confirmation of it, Godli- 
neſs (ſaith he) is profitable unto all things ; 
It hath thepromule of this life, and that to 
come, 7.e, It hath heaven and earth entailed 
on it; and therefore it muſt needs be pro- 
firable, Ir giveth the Chriſtian much 
in poſſeſſion, the promiſe of this life z but | | 
infinitely more in reverſion, the life that is | ; 
to come,  Þ 
| The promiſes of God are exceeding | ' 
great (for their quantity) and precious (for | 
their quality) promiſes, and they all belong | 
toagodly man, he is called an heir of the 
promiſes, Heb. 6.17, Whenſoever the tree 
of the Scripture' is ſhaken , whatſoever 
fruit of thoſe ' precious promiſes falleth |. 
down, it falleth into the lap of a godly man, 
If at any timethat box of. coſtly ointment 
be broken , and ſenderh forth its fragrant 
ſent and vertue, it is to the refreſhment on- 
ly of the Saints, .' by q f 
Godlineſs is profitable to thy ſelf ; If 
thou art wiſe thou art wiſe for thy ſelf; and } 
if a ſcorner thou alone ſhalt bear it, Prov.9., | 
12, Theſinner is no bodies toe fo nuich 45 | 
#3, 1 ' IS Ie X . ; is 
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Gidlineſſe moſt profitable. 


his own; the murdering peices of fin which 
\ he diſchargeth againſt God,mi(s their mark, 
but do conſtantly recoyle and wound him- 
ſelf, The Saint is no bodies friend {ſo 
much as his own; others fare the better for 
his great ſtock of grace; but the propriety 
in all the comfort of all, and the = by 
all is his own, It enables him to give a- 
way the more at his door , but how rich a 
table doth he thereby . keep for him- 
4 ſelf C 


the juſt man walketh in his integrity and 
his children are bleſſed after him, Prov.,20,7, 
perſonal piety is profitable topoſterity;*yer 
not of merit, but mercy, Though grace 
come not by generation, but donation, and 
though God hath mercy on whom he will ; 
|.yet the ſeed of the Saints are viſibly nearer 
the quickning influences of the ſpirir, then 
the children of others, When God ſaith, 
he will be aCodto the godly man , and his 
childpen.I believe he intendeth morein that 
} promiſe for the comfort of godly parents, 
then moſt of chem think of. Acts 2.36, Gen. 
17.7. The children of believers are heirs 
| apparent to the covenant of grace in their 
parents right; Godlinefs is profitable jn 
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Godlineſs is profitable for thy children > 
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' Godlineſſe moſt profitable, = 
proſperity ; it giveth a ſpiritual righr to 


remporal good things; a gracious: ma 
holderh his mercies in _ in Chriſt (thacÞ 
is his tenure ) as Chriſt” is a co-heir of. all 
things, he being married to him by this ſpi-Þ 
ritual life, is a co-heir with him , he enjoy-| 
eth earthly things by an heavenly title; andÞ 
one peny enjoyed by ſpecial promiſe , is far 
more worth than millions which angodly{J 
men enjoy by a general providence , as thef 
beaſts of the field do their provender : It is} 
godlinefs that cauſeth a ſanRified improve-J] 
ment of mercies, Grace alone like ChitÞ 
turneth water into wine , corporal mercies\ 
into ſpiritual advantages. The more God]? 
oiles the wheels, the more chearfully and! 
ſwiftly he moveth inthe way to heaven; the Jl 
more ſhowers of heaven fall down uponJt! 
him , the more fruitful and abundant he isJWw 
ig the work of the Lord, as we ſee in that} 
voracious King 1ehoſophat, 2 Chron, 17. 5,6, 
The Lord eſtabliſhed the Kinzdom in his hand, 
and all Indah brought preſents nnto him , and 
he had riches and honor in abundance , and | 
his heart was lift up in the wayes of God, 


Mark, the more Gods hand werenmngge in] 

bounty , the more his heart was enlarged F « 

in duty. The more highly God thinks of Þ-m 
David, 


Godlineſſe nuſt profitable, * 
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devid, the more lowly he thought of him- 
lf, 2$a99.7.18, Outward mercies to a be- 
hever area ladder by which he mounteth 
dup nearer to heaven, Thus godlineſs like the 
Philoſophery Kone , curneth iron and every 
{thing into gold ; butthe. want of this ſpin- 
ual life cauſeth acurſed helliſh uſe of mer- 
Aciesz ungodly men like the ſpider ſuck poj- 
tſon out of thoſe flowets, out of which the 
Bees, the Saints ſuck honey, Ther mer- 
Fcies are like cordials to a foul ſtomach, 
Iwhich do but increaſe the peccant humor, 
FHe- feederh on ſuch plenty thar he ſurfeirs 
Jhimſelf, becauſe of cheir abundance , Job 
J21. 7,8, 9,0 14, Therefore they ſay unto 
rhe Almighty, Depart fromus , tor we de- 
Ahre not the knowledge of thy wayes ; like 
Athe Iſraelites , they make of the jewels 
Awhich God giveth, a golden Calf and wor- 
{Iſhip that in ſtead of God, 


4 Godlineſs is profitable in adyerfity ; ir 
'#maketh a Chriſtian like a Rabbit, to thrive 
1 the better in froſty weather, The child of 
1 God learneth the becter for the rod; Before 
Þ he was afflicted he went aſtray, but now he 
ÞF keepeth Gods word, Pſal. 119, 67. Well 
| may grace be called che divine nature, for 

Hh it 
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280 Piety profitable in life, 
t can bring not onely light out of ligh%s] 
ſpiritual comfort and good . out of outward|y 
good things, but alſo light out of darkneſs, | 
good out of evil, gain out of loſſes, life out}y 
| of death. Ir will like Sampſon , fetch ly 
| meat out of the eater . like the Ofttich di-Þ 
geſt ſtones, like Mithridates fetch nouriſh- 
ment out of poiſon, When wicked men{; 
like Ahaz in their diſtreſs , fin more againſthy, 
the Lord, as fire the more itiskeptin, in 
an Oven,the more it rageth, ſo doth cormp4ſp 
tion; but godly men far otherwiſe are byly 
the fire of affliction the more refined and 
| purified for their maſters uſe," Id 
Godline(s is profitable to thee while thoy 
liveſt; In doubts it will dire& thee as alight}. 
to thy feet, and a lanthorn to thy paths ;[; 
In dangers it will protec thee, by ſettingf 
thee on high, and giving thee for a place ofg 
defence the munition of rocks; in wants ith; 
will ſupply thee by affording thee bread in{j 
the word , when thou haſt none on the 
boord;and money in the promiſe, 171,4.8;}; 
(which is by thouſands the better ) whenf+ 
thou haſt none in thy purſe; in thy pain ith} 
will eaſe thee; in diſgrace It will honorſx 
thee; in ſorrows it will comfort thee; in}; 
ſickneſs it will ſtrengthen , by cauſing thee}; 
| ye to 


Piet) profitable ; in death, 


—— 


[to count the croſſes of this life as nothing, 
'P and unworthy to be compared to theplea- 
ures and glory which ſhall revealed ; in all 
Liſtreſſes it will ſupport thee, and make thee 
zore then a conqueror over all, through 
aim that loveth us, Rom,$.37. 
| Laſtly, godlineſs will be profitable to 
thee when- thou dieſt ; death which js the 
te as of terribles to others, will be the 
\icomfortable of comtortables to thee. Thou 
never fear illnews in thine ears, ha- 
ly! Chriſt and grace in thy heart; others 
not be ſuch unſpeakable looſers by 
Teach, but .thou ſhalt be. as great. a 
, gainer, 
, When thou lieſt onthy death bed (where 
; av thy friends and riches, and earthly com- 
3 [forts xl fail thee) this ſpiritual life is the 
] good part which ſhall never be taken from 
thee ) "Thou maiſt look upward, and ſee (as 
lit were) God {miling on thee in the face of _ 
*[ Chriſt, and hear him call ro his angels to £0 
Fand fexch thee his childe ( who haſt beenail 
| this while at omſe) home -to the fathers 
J houſe. Thou:mayſt look downward on thy 
Frelatjons, and wich much faith and cheartul- 
Ineſs commit thy fatherleſs children to God, 
90 bid chy weeping widdow truſt in him, 
Wag 
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 Piety profitable in death. 


who will be infinitely betrer to them than 


thers and husbands in the world, Thou 
maiſt look without thee into Scripture, a 
- behold it as a garden full of ſweet flowers, 
comforting cordials, refreſhing, heart-revi- 
ing promiſes ; and though ir be an inclo(ure 
to others , its open and free to thee; tho 
rraiſt pick and chooſe , cul! and gather 
where thou pleafeſt , and needſt not fear 


ten thouſand of the richeſt tendereſt al 


bye 
be chidden, In the multitude of thoſe _ 


plexing thoughts which at that time may 
be within thee . thou mayeſt finde choice 
comforts there to refreſh thy ſpirit. If thou 


look within thee , thou ſhalt not have thy 


conſcience like an unquiet wife frowmng on 
chee, and ſcolding at thee ; but thou that 
hear alictle bird ſinging merrily and fGiveet! 
in thy breaſt, Lord, Now letteſt then i 
ſervant depart in peace according to thy word , 
for mine eyes have ſeeen thy [abvation, 

How joyful maiſt thou leave thy deareſt 
wife , to go to thine- infinitely dearer hus- 
bands How willingly maiſt thou forſake 
thy lovely children, 10 g9 to thy loving 
Gol and Father 2 How freely mailt thou 
part with all thy friends, honoxs, and plea-/ 
ſures, to go to the Congregation of the 


firſtly. 
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Piety profitable in death, 283 


firſt-born , thoſe rivers of pleaſures , and 


eternal weight of glory ! How chearfull 

iſt thou bid adieu to nothing for aſl 
things , to ſtars and treams (at beſt) tor a 
full, immediate, eternal enjoyment of the 
Sun himſelf, of an immenſe Ocean of hap- 
=_ With whart a lively colour in thy 
thou 


and true comfort in thy heart maiſt 
behold thar pale-faced meſſenger 


{death ( the thought of whom though a far 


off is death to others ) entering into thy 
Chamber , and coming up to thy bed-ide, 
how heartily welcome maiſt thou bid hun, 
as knowing that he cometh parpoſely to 
give thee atual poſſeſſion of fulneſs of joy , 
unſpeakable delights, a Kingdom of glory 
that is eternal in the heavens ! O the gain 
of godline(s , the profit of picty, ſurely 
the price of this pear! is ſcarce-known in 
this world! | 
A Merchant will ina morning gain five 


| hundred pound by a bargain, whereas poor 


people work hard a whole day for a ſhilling ; - 
fuch a rich trade driveth the godly man 
godlinefle brings in thouſands and nullions | 


1 ata clap, when the moral and cjvil, yet un- 


fandified man may- work hard , and yet 
earn but ſome poor buſineſle. ſome outward 
338 ; | blefing 
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Piety how profitable. 


bleſſing God may give them and hiseternal 
. wrathar laſt. ' 
Now Reader, conſider, if here be: not | 


abundant encouragement fog:/thee , pre- 


| ſently and diligently ta labor for this ſpiri- 


tual life, Is it not the gainfulleſt calling 
that ever was followed the richeſt : trade 
ever- was driven? Why doſt thou-ſpend 
thy ſtrength for what is not bread , and thy 
Jabor for that which will-not ſatisfie: Heark- 
en to me, and eat thou that which is good, 
and let thy ſoul delight. it ſelf in fat- 
neſle, 4th . 

As Saul ſaid tohis ſervants, Hear now ye 
Benjamites, will the ſon of Feſſe give you 
fields, and vineyards ; and make you all cap- 
tains of thouſands, and captains of bundreds* 
1 Sam 22,7, Sofay Ito thee, heatken O 
friend , will a ſenſual fleſhly life give thee 
ſuch honor, as to be the ſon of the infinite 
God, ſuch comfort as to drink of the pure 
rivers of Gods own pleaſures ; and will it 
myke thee bold at death, and confident-.at 
judgement, an heir of heaven, and fohap- 


Py. in every condition 2 Can it do this 2 
 Canit give thee (as godlineſs can) fomuch 
in hand, and infinitely more in hope 2 


can,I will give up my cauſe andleaye thee 


A 


| 


Itit: 
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tothy choice bur if it cannor, as doubtlel(s 
thou art convinced; ſo (unlefle thou art an 


_ Heathenamong Chriſtians ) why doſt cthou 


I2bour ſo much and ſo eagerly for the pam- 
pering and pleaſing thy fleſh , for the food 
that periſheth, and ſo little and ſolazily for 
this tood; which will endure an:o everlaſting 


lite £ 


It was an excellent anſiver of one of the 
Martyrs,when he was offered riches and ho- 
nors if he would recant ; Do but offer me 
ſomewhat that is better rhan my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , and you ſhall ſee what I will {ay to 
you. Wy 
Reader,Could the world,or tlie fleſh,ſhew 


-thee any thing that were equal , nayzphar 


were but ten' thouſand degrees interior to 
Chriſt and godlineſs, thou mightſt have 
ſome colour tor thy gratifying the fle(h, and 
unwillingneſs to walk after the Spirit ; but 


when the diſproportion is ſo vaſt , that the 
| .. one isnot worthy in theleaſt to becompa- 
'red with the other; when the difference is a5 


great, as between a ſea of honey and+ a 


. -tpoontal of gall ; a whole world of pearles 
and a lirtle heap of dirt ; an heaven of hap- 
-pineſs andan hell of horror : \. Is it not _un- 
' conceivable madneſs, and inexculable tolly, 


0 


_ 


\ 


——_— nn i a on 


—_— — 
—_—_—  ——— 


Picty moſt profitable, ; 


—o chooſe that life which is after the et, 


and refuſe that which is after the Spi- 
rit? | 


Reader,if thou wouldſt be truly honora- ' 
ble in the eſteem of God himſelf,who is the | 


fountain of all honor : If thou wonldſt have 
choſe ſpiritual conſolations,which can warm 
the heart in the coldeſt night of affligion : 
If thou wouldſt be profitable to thy dear 
children, to thy own foul ; be a reall gainer 
m proſperity ,in adverfity,while thou liveſt, 
when thou dyeſt : If thou wouldſt when thy 
wealth, and friends, and fleſh, and heart ſhall 
fail thee, have God in Chriſt to be the 
ſtrength of thy heart, and thy portion for 
ever : It thou would(ſt in thy greateſt extre- 


" mity, when thy ſoul ſhall be turned (naked 
of all earthly delights) out of thy body, 


eſcape the fury of roaring Devils, and un- 
quenchable barnings : It thou wouldſt in 


. that hourof thy miſery find mercy , and be 


received into the place of. endlefle bliſle ; 
then get this ſpiritual life, this true wiſdom, 
tofear God and depart from evil : Get wil- 
dom,get underſtanding,torget itnot; above 


* all thy: gettings get wiſdom, Happy # the 
man that findeth wiſdom,and the man that get- * 


tcth underſtanding : For the merchandr\e of it 


"IO 


— I.-Y 
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is ; 


The Authors appeal to the Reader, 


- — - ——— 


# better than the merchandiſe of flver, and the * 
g4in thereof than fine gold, She is, more pre- 
|, c:ous than rubies , antal the things thou car ff 
 aefire are not to be compared taher, Leneth of 
ayes in her right hand, and in her left hand 
, riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are peace, She is a tree 
bf life to all that lay hold upon her ;, and hgppy 
.# every one that retaineth her, Prov, 3. 13, 
14,15, 16, 17, 18, 


Nd now,Reader, I have done this large 

-{ X Uſeof Exhortation, which is of- ſueh 
infinite concernment to thy preciotis ſoft; 
but what thou wilt do, or what uſe thou wile 
make of it,I know not, Could T have toJd 
what other holy bait to havelaid,which had 
been, more likely to have caught thy ſoul, 
it 15 probadle I ſhould have la'ditc, I appeal 
to thy.conſcience, whether t!ere benot un- 
ſpeakable weight, and unqueſtionable truth, 
in the particulars which are laid down, Welt 
what ſayeſt thou .to them , and whar effect 
have they wrought gpon thee 2, Art thou 
ſolved throngh the help of heaven, ſpee- 


_ 


- N 


\ 


dily and cil zently to practice the direRions, 


_ and ſo unworthily neglected by men ! that 


Sly purſued, and heartily embraced, when 


. ſtrous unthankfalneſs, Friend, if thou art 
- truly reſolved to obey the counſell of God, 

thou wilt have cauſe to bleſſe that Provi- 
. dence which called me to this task ; and! 


. the Lord, and be confident , thy fins w 
: ſooner or later find thee our, | | 


ET, 


« — _- -- 


which I have from the Almighty God in- 
joyned thee? Is it not athouſand thouſand! 


pities, that ſuch endleſſe, matchleſſe happi-] 


nefſe ſhould be ſo gratiquſly offered by God, 
an empty , periſhing world ſhould be ſo ea- 


the unſearchable riches in Chriſt,the Image 


of tlie bleſſed God , the eternal weight ot 
Glory, are baſely undervalued, and wretch- 


. © edly deſpiſed ! Good Lord, what teares of 


blood are ſufficient to bewail this mon: 


may rejoyce in thee, and thou in me, at the 
day of Chriſt, Bur if thou either delayeſ} 
the work till thou art more at leiſure ; -of 


_ dallieſt about jr, doing it as if thou didſt ith 
. not, I am ſure the greateſt wrong will by 


to thy ſelf; for behold thou ſinneſt again 


I come in the next place to my laſt Ul 


. wich will be of comflolation, It they wi 
. ave C friſt for their life, ſhall have gainbſþ 


[ 
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their death, what comfort is here to the ney 


borg Creature !. Here is wine indeed to. 


make glad the heart of every one that is 


holy. Reader,art thou ſanaified and alive 
in Chriſt 2 then thou art freed from all the 
miſery which is mentioned in the firſt Uſe, 
' as the portion of the ungodly, 1 may ſay 


to thee, as Grynens , when he had been re- 
proving and threatening ſinners, would, 
turning tothe Saint, ſay ; Boyne wvirghoc nihil 
ad te,Good man, all this is nothing to thee, 
Though they are loſers,thou ſhalt bea gain- 
er by death, Come bur with the mouth of 
fiith,and thou mayſt ſuck much honey from 


- this combe, thou mayſt draw much milk of 


conſolation from rhis breaſt ; to thee to die 
ſhall be gain, Surely here is enough to 
ballaſt chy ſoul , and keep it ſteady, inthe 
moſt te mpeſtuous condition,and to ballanc 
and weigh down. the greateſt , the hexgiell 
affliction, | 

Hierom comforted the Hermite that was 
in a wildernefle ſad and penſive, Meditare 
celum,cy tam diu non ers in eremo, 

If thou hadſt hope only inthis life, thou 
ywert of all men inoſt miſerable ; but becauſe 
thqu haſt hope beyond this life, thou mayſt 
beot all men moſt comfortable, | 

M3 ' Shoul4 


————— 


"290 * Comfort to the Chriſtian, 

Should ſuch a4 mani asI fly* Nehem, 6. 
11, Should ſuch a'man as thon feat,that/art 
heir to,a Crown, toa_ Kingdom ? Luke 12, 
32, Fear not little flock , it i your Fathers 
pleaſure to give you a Kingdom, In thy great> 
eſt loſſes this may ſupport thee , that death 
will be thy gain, by giving thee poſſeſſion 
of a life which will make amends for all. Tf 

n heathen could ſay, Itis unbecoming a' 
None, ſpirit to cry out, Iam undone, while 
Ceſar was ſafe z, ſure it is more mncomely for 
a Chriſtian to complain, as if he were un- 
done , when his ſoul is ſafe, his erernal eſtate 
iS ſecure, 


For thy help , I ſhall digeſt this Uſe into 
this method briefly : 7A 
. Firſt ro ſhew thee againſt what jt is com- 
fortable. 

_ &econdly,'wherein it is comfortable, 


\ For the firſt + Tt is comfortable firſt 
againſt the oppoſition of the world ; The - 
world will hate thee, becauſe 1hou art not of the 
world, Tohn 15.19, She isa Paradiſe to | 
her children and lovets; biit a Purgatoty to 

aliens and ſtrangers, Whilſt thou art in 
the ſtormy” ſea of this world , thou ”* a 

| ip 
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Comfort to the Chriſtians, 291 
ſhip bound for che Streights. He that go- 
eth toyyards the Sun, ſhall have his ſhadow 
following him, but he that goeth trom it 
ſhall have it flie before, He that goeth 
towards the Sun of Righteouſneſſe ſhall 
be ſure to have theſe ſhadows, theſe aflicti- 
ons at his heels, 

Infinite Wiſdom ſeeth fit to imbitter 
the breaſts of the creatures to wean thee 
from them. Trouble upon earth 1s one le- 
gacie whichthy Saviour hath left thee : 1x 
the world ye ſhall have trouble, John 16. wlt, 
The Souldiers were to have his garments. 
Tofeph was to have his body. His Father 
was to have his ſoul, - He had his crofle 
left, and that he bequeaths to his Diſciples, 
But be of good chear, he did not only leave 
thee his croſſe, but hath alſo made thee 
heir to a Crown, 

He never lookt over the threſhold of 
Heaven , that cannot more rejoyce that he Bin-Hal,, 
ſhall be glorious, than mourn in preſent that _ 
he is miſerable, _ enthy 

Oppoſe thy future felicity to thy preſent X& 34+ } 
miſery, thy happinefle at death to the hard- 
ſhips thou meereſt 1yith inlife ; thi, wil be 
the way to counterpoiſe the tempration,and 


to keep thee from fainting in tribulation, 
R 4 whilſt 


; Comfort againſt outward Croſſes, | 
whilſt thou lookeſt not at the things which 


'are ſeen; which'are temporal , bur arthe 
things whichare not ſeen, which are eternal, 
2 Cor. 4. | 


I have read of one Gracopo Senzaro an 
Ttalian, who having been long in love , and 
much croſſed about his match , filled a por 
full of black ftones, only one white ſtone 
among them , and being asked the reaſon, 
anſwered , - There will come one white day 
(meaning his marriage day) which will make 
amends for all my black'dayes. 'So whatſo- 
ever poverty, takedneſle, hunger, cold, pain, 
ſhame, lofles thou undergoeſt here in this 
world, how many ſoever thy black dayes ate 
of trials and troubles, of perſecutions and 


oppoſition, thou mayſt ſay, there is one 


white day of death, one long day of eterni- 
ty coming , which will make amends for 
all. | | 
It was a brave ſpeech of Luther, when he 
was demanded.,uyhere he would be when the 
Emperor ſhould with all his forces fallupon 
the EleQor'of Saxonze, who was the chief 
Prote&or of Proteſtants? He anſwered, 
Aut in c#lo,aut ſub celo, either in heaven, or 
pnder heaven. | 
Why ſhouldſt thou be diſcouraged at any 
Ss loſle, 
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Comfort againſt Croſſes, 


lofſe,conſidering thou haſt a treaſure jn hea- 
ven”, a more enduring ſubſtance? At any 
diſgrace , conſidering thou art heir to a 
Crown of glory? At any pain or ſorrow, 
when thou art entitled to fulneſſe of joy 
and pleaſures for evermore * 


No ſtorm ſhould diſquiet thee, that ſhall - 


ſhortly enjoy an everlaſting calm. - What 
a pitiful thing was it , that Alexander, that 
was Lofd almoſt. of the world ,, ſhould be 
troubled that» Ivy would not grow in his 
garden at Babylon? And is it not 2 poor 
thing for thee, thatart a Child of God, the 
Spoule of Chriſt,tne Temple of the Spirit, 
:n Heirot the moſt glorious, rich, and de- 
lighttul Kingdom that ever was, to lie whi- 
ning and pining if thy head do but ake, or 
thy eſtate decreaſe, or thy friend-forlake 
thee © For ſhame remember - who thou art, 
and to what thou art called , and ſay as the 
Martyr, Hold our Faith and Patience, your 
work 1s almoſtat an end : Thou ſhalt ere 
long leave this world,and all jts evils. and go 
where there is neither ſorrow nor fin; and 
indeed there can be no affliction there , be- 
canſ(e there wilbe no corruption there, which 
is the original 'of all mileries, _ - As there 
cannot be any thunder or lightning in the 
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294 Comfort againſt Temptations. bes 
-upper Region, becauie the vapours, which] he 

e the materials of it , cannot aſcend: ſo] th 

igh.: So becanfe no unclean thing can be| hi 

there, therefore no ſorrow. no fuffering, can | ſe 

be there. fa 

_— How may this comfort thee Baſs tels | 1c 
Tis weg#, US » how the Martyrs that were caſt out na- | x 
ed ina winters night , being to be burned | h 
the next day, folaced their fouls with theſe | o 
words ; Sharp is the cold, but feet is Pa- | y 
radiſe : Troubleſome is the way , but plea- 
ſant ſhall be the end of our journy : Letus 
endure cold a little, and the Patriarchs bo- 
ſome ſhall ſoon warm us: Let our feet burn 
a while , that we may dance for ever with 


Angels, | 


as He « 


2, It sa comfort againſt the temptati- 
ons of the Devil, Whilſt thou liveſt in 
this world , thou art liable to his wiles, It ] 
thou wilt go to heaven , ſo boundleſs is his 
malice, that he raifeth all the powers of hell 
againſt thee, and forceth thee to fight every 
toot of the way. Heis the ſtrong man that 
hath full poſſeſſion of carnal unregenerate 
ones,and thereforeall{ is at peace with them. |} 
Matth, 12, . What need a Captain- bend * 
his Forces. againſt a Town which hath wv | 

vere 
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- vered'up'it ſelf into his'hands © What need 


he = his' Canons 'and' batteries apainft 
theſe gates' which are” already ſet open to: 
him's This Gaoler doth not trouble him-- 
ſelf much about thoſe priſoners- which- are 
faſt inhis dungeon', with his irons-on'their 


| legs, andareled _—_— by him at his will, 


1 Tim,2, 26, But for thee who-haſt by the 
help of Chnſt broken'priſon;and in-parr got 
out of his-power, heraiſeth all the Country 
with Hue and' cry to bring thee back to'th 

old place of bondage. But be comforted, 
Chrift hath conquered him already in his 
owrr perſon as thy head; 1Sdatly- conqner- 
ing him in thee his member by [is Spirit ;/ 
and will ſhortly cruſh: hint fully under ehy 
to the day of judgement , which-will'come 


ſhortly , aid whetein Satan ſhall beutterly 
craſhed under all the Saints feet for ever. 


| And it is as trueof theday of death, inrefe- 


tence to every tre Saint, As when 
man dyeth, all thoſe vexatious - Jaw-ſuits, 
with which he was before moleſted,do ceaſe: 
Sy when the believer dyeth, all thoſe falſe 
actions which Satan had commenced againſt 


- himin the court of his conſcience, and all 


that inward trouble which did ariſe thereup- 


- on doall ceaſe, It 
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Comfort againſt Temptations, 


| Ir. jsno- bad ſign now, O. Chriſtian, (if | 
thou. reſiſteſt). that thou art aflau)ted by the 
wicked one. . A Theif will not break into | 
an houſe that is empty. . A Pirate will not -| 
fight but for ſome conliderable prize, A 
Father will not ſeek to, deſtroy his own 
Children, Temptation is no f12n of Gods 
hatred but of the Devils :,,But let this be 
thy ſolace,that withina few dayes thou ſhalt 
be at reſt , not only from: thy own labours, 
but alſo from Satans ſnares and ſuggeſtions, 
God doth thee much good by them now ; 
the noiſe of thoſe guns cauſeth the Contes to 
haſten to, their burrowes , and the Birds to 
| their places of relnge. The more the tops 

of ſound trees are ſhaken with taewind, the 
more deeply their roots are fixed in the 
earth : the / more eagerly Satan followerh 
thee.the faſterthou flteſt,and che cloſer thou 
clingeſt to Jeſus Chriſt, 9, But God will do 
thee the greateſt good withou: them ; and 
when that ſhall be,thou ſhalt be wholly freed | 
from chem, Since the Devils were caſt out 
of Heaven, we read of their being ſome- 
. timesin the Sea, Matth, 8,33, ſometimes | 
in the Earth, Job 1,7,..and ſometimes 1a 
the Air, Eph. 2.3. and they are called 
Principalities and ſpiritual wickedneſles ia 


bigh |. 
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| high places, Eph,6. 12, butnever in Hea- 
| ven, They alpire to get as high as they 


© fore-front of every duty, and retire from it 
- out of pious policy , that it may be ſlain* 
' And when at any time it pleaſeth-tne Cap- 


 — 
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can , but they can get nofurther than the 
Air; Satan and his Angels find no more 
place.in heaven, Rev. 12,8, 

' Now what comfort is this, O Chriſtian, 


' that thou ſhalt ſerve the Lord withour di- 


ſtraſtion, without temptations £ 


3. It is comfortable againſt the corruptinns 
of thine own heart. What is it now thart is thy 
oreateſt ſorrow £ Is it not thy fin? Thele 


- arethe weights which hang on the! clock of 
_ thy heart,andwillnot ſaffer ir-ro reſt day or 


night, Well, rejoyce in hopez-at death all 
theſe Achans, which are the troublers of thy 
peace,ſhall be ſtoned to death ; all theſe Fo- 
nahs , which cauſe ſuch ſtormes in thy ſoul, 
ſhall be caſt over-board ; all'theſe Hamans 
Which ſeek theruine of thee and thy people, 


-'ſhall be executed, 


Now it 1s thy great care in-every Ordi- 
nance to kill thy fins, Doſt thou not like 
Joab ſer the Uriah of thy beloved luſt in the 


his 
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rain of thy ſalvation to ſend the ſupplies 6f* ... | 
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Exe O beautiful ſights Or as'that. Sueen , that 
- cried out, when ſhe.ſaw. her Subjects lie dead 


© culum ! 


- eaſe from all choſe weights ang fins, which 


-hisSpinit;and wound mortally thy corrupti-| 
.on.,; that jt lyeth-gaſping and dying betore 
- thee ; : doſt thou not. look up to Chriſt and | * 
- ſay; (as Cuſhi to.Devid concerning dead Ab- | ., 
ſalom) Would ta God,thak all the. enepnirs of apy | 1. 
Lotd the: King, and all that riſe againſt thee to | 
- #o thee. burt were a5 that young mans. Lord, |. 
that all my f05-might ;drznk of the: ſame 
cup.,and be ſerved the ſame ſauce, Bleſſed 
: be the Lord:tpy. God, - which bath avenged | 
me this day-oh ; mine enemy, . If. God ſhould 
thruſt cha knife of;,mortification np.to. the 
: chaft;/in-the-yery.hearts of all'thy fins, that 
- thou could ſee thy. pridezdiſtruſt, unthank- 
! tulnefle, -hardnefle of heart, and Every cOr- 
\ reptionin agoar-blood ,; fetching their laſt 
-.breath ,| would-it.gor be a lovely; ſight to 
'thee”, Wouldſt thou not look upon it,with 
..as: much content.as. Hannibal did upon a pit 
- full of- the blood of men,when he cned our, | 
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- before her-eyes, The goodlieſt tapeſtry that 
- evet ſhebeheld © Ar death. all chis ſhall be 
: done for thee. - One touch,of, Jeſus Chriſt 
: at death-will -quite dry. up that iflueof, cor- 
-ruption. : Death-will give thee a Writ, of 


do . 
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| do fo eafily befet thee, Thon ſhalt be 
wWithourt fault before the Throne of. God 
| Rev, 14,5. 
| © Willitnot indeed be a brave world with 
thee inthe other world, when thou ſhalt 
have 3s much holineſs as thy ieart can wiſh 
orhold? If God ſhoul4 grant thee ſuch a 
requeſt upon earth, that chou ſhouldſt have 
as much of his Image and of his Spirit as 


I 


thou couldſt deſire, wouldſt thou not think 


3 Prong the happieſt man alive Iam con- 
fi 


ne thou wouldſt ; and alto that nothing 
lefſe than perfect purity would be thy pray- 
er, Well, death will help thee to this ; 
When 1 awskt1 ſhall be ſatisfied with thy like- 
weſſe, Pal. 17. ult. 

Now thou haſt enough to ſtay thy ſo- 
mack, but then thou ſhalc havea full meal, 
When the 71ſraelites went, out of Egypt to- 
wards Canaan, there was not one feeble per- 
ſonamong them, When the Chriſtian en- 
tereth into the true Canaan; he that is 
feeble among them at that day ſhall be as 
64cm Angel of the Lord before 

im. + 
When thy frame of nature ſhall be rui- 
"ned, thy frameof grace ſhall be perfected, 
| and'raiſed to the height of gloty, 


'T op 


Comfort againſt our diſſolution. 

\ +4. It is comfortable againſt thy diffol 
tion, To thee to die is gain; death'wil 
be thy paſſage into eternal life, Tho 
need(ſt not fear death as a foe, it will be on 

-of thy beſt frienls., How did this hope 6 
happineſſe at death hold up the Martyrs 
heads above water, and carry them through 

thoſe boiſtrous waves of violent and crue 

. deaths,with the greateſt ſerenity and alacri 
ty of ſpirit. . 

- Areſilaus King of Sparta uſed to ſay,th 
they which live vertuouſly,are not yet ble 
ſed perſons, but they had attained trae feli 
city who died vertuouſly, 

W hat is therein death , that thow-art (q 
afraid of it Wilt thou feara Bee without 

a ſting 2 oſt thou not know ir had bulif 

one ſting for Chriſt and Chriſtians, and tha 
was left in Chriſt the head 5; whereby now- 
though it may buz and make a nods abou 
their ears ,- yet it can never ſting or hure:ch 
members. + The watersof Jordan, thoug 
tempeſtnous befote, yet were calm ani 

*ſtood till when the Ark was to pafſe "of 


ver, . | 


If thou hadft been baniſhed many. yea 
from thy dear Relations,whom thou loved 
as thy own ſoul , and from thy tich'poſleſhi 


' 
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Comfort againſt our diſſolution. 3 ot 4 


+ --*Ons and comforts which might have made 
- by. life pleaſant and delightful ,-into a 
place of bondage. a valley of tears, a priſon 
where thy feet were fettered with irons, and 
thy face furrowed with weeping : wouldſt V * 
thon be aftaid of a meſſenger that came to ſed refer 
knock off thy ſhackles, and ferch thee out ma-Pru- 
of priſon. and carry thee to thoſe ftiends 9%} 
and comforts ? And why art thon afraid of 
death, which cometh to free thee from thy 
bondage to Satan, fin, and ſorrow z and to 
give thee preſent poſſeſſion of the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God « Art thou as 
fraid to be rid of thy corruptionss? of Sa- 
tans temptations 2 of the worlds perſecuti- 
on3* Art thou afraid to go ro Saints, where 
are no finners , to Chriſt without his croſs, 
_ tothe fullimmediate eternal fruition of the 
. blefled God © then why art thou afraid co . 
dye, and doſt not rather defire to be diſ- 
ſolved and to be with Chriſt; knowing that 
while thou art preſent in the body:, thou | 
" art abſent from the Lord? 2 Cor.'5,6, Welk ui ms 


'the beſt of it is, thouart more atraid then'tec. *. . 
hure. rel, | 

Ic is well ob(etved by a judicious expoli- ne thar inf! 

tor, that the Periphralis of deach $ menti--þs Feknels' 

* oned John 13.1, whereit is called a depart- þ;' bg 


ing 
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'- --- -Ingoutof the world and a going to the fa- 
ther, doth belong to all the children of 
God; it is to them but a going out of the 
world to their dear and loving father. And 
queſtionleſs this was that which made the 
Saints ſo deſirous of death. ' Baſel when the 
Emperors Lieutenant threatned to kill him, 
ſaid, I would he would , for then he would 
quickly ſend me to my father , ra-whom TI 
now live, and to whom I defire to haſten. 
Calvin in his painful fickneſs was never 
heard tocomplain', but often lifting up his 
eyes to heaven tocry out, How long Lord ! 
YZ How long Lord | 
-Piwrerch.in _ Ir js reported of an heathen, Epaminendas, 
4 that when he was wounded with a dart (at 
Picique Mantinea 1 abattel againſt the Lacedeme- 
bratzs ante ins) and told by the Chirurgions thar 
ow «4c. When the dart was drawn. out of his body, 
he muſt needs dye, he called for his Squire, 
oneft :i- and asked him W hether he had not loſt his 
od nos fhield? he told him no; whereupon he bade 
berat þ them pull out the dart, and ſo died. Ir 


penn if Chriſtian,thou haſt more cauſe to dye wit 


«ll, courage, when thou haſt not loſt thy God, 
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nor t ſoul, norany thing that was worth | | 


5, It is comfortable againſt the death of = 
thy friends, and relations which dye in-rhe 
Lord, To dye is gain'; if it be their gain, 
why ſhould it be.thy grief? nature wilt reach 
thee to mourn , but grace muſt inoderare 
that mhonrning, We may water our plants, 
but muſt not drown them, We may ſors 
row, but not as' they which have no hope , 
leaſt wefin, | 

When Anaxazoras was told that botkt 
his ſons were dead, he boldly anſwered the 
meſſenger, I knew that | bejie motcal 
* CepEatures, | 
_—_ 26 were entaged and perplexed 72 
at the dearh' of Romwwlus, bur were atter® / 
wards quieted arid comforted with thenews {© * 
which- Proomtes brought , That he ſaw him: 
in glory riding up to heaven. So whe 
- tho are ſ6rrowing for the deith of thy 
chil or husband, of father, or mother, or 
' brother, orſiſter,. that-Tleep in Jelus,- chow! 
* ſhouldſt hearken' ro the news which faith: 
nps.,. that ic ſaw them. fille& with joys 
nting upto heaven, and thereenjoying 
- rivers of plcaſutes and a'\weight ob glary's 
7 atid ſurely if after ſuch news thou | 
&. continue weeping, it ſhould be for joy... _ 

" © Friend; this textcortainerh choice fieer 
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thy deareſt godly friend. ? 
Lugeater —T ſyppole if thy relation died out - of 
Fd ite Chriſt, thou haſt not a lictle cauſe of ſorrow; 


Equemge- and probably that was the ſharp edge of the 


Twas 4or the death of Abſolom, that he died in his 
Wevorat. fins; his fear was that his ſon-died not on- 
Mir. ly inrebellion againſt the father of his fleſh, 
| but alfo againſt the father of ſpirits. Bur 
when thy relation dyeth in the Lord , thou 
haſt ſurely more cauſe to rejoyce that thou 
ever hadſt ſuch a+friend, or relation, who 
ſhall to eternity be employed: in the chear- 
ful glorifying and beatifical viſion of God, 
then to mourn that thou haſt loſt him for a 
little time, It was a memorable ſpeechof 
. William Hunters mother, when her ſon was 
to dye a violent death (for he ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom under Bonner) Tam glad (faith ſhe) 
that ever F, was ſo happy as to bear ſuch a 
child thar can find in his heart to loſe his life 
-#or Chriſt; and then kneeling down on her 
knees, ſhe ſaid, Ipray God ſtrengthen thee 
my.ſon to the end, I think thee as well 
beſtowed as any childe that ' ever I 
bore, | 
* Fake the counſel of the ſpirit net to for- 


\ 
; & 
” J , 


k.. 
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-—* * meats for thee to feed on, at the funeral of 


Henxs ſul” Gord, which wounded the ſoul of David © 


. _- row | 


© F of godly - Friends, 
row as others, which have no hope”; 'and 
ktloiv this for thy comfort, that thoſe 
which ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with 
him ; for the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
from heaven with a ſhout , with the voice of 
the Archangel, and with the trump of Gog, 
and the leain in Chriſt ſhall riſe fart ; thin 
we which are alive and remain , ſhall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds 
ro meet the Lord in the air ; and fo ſhall 
we ever be with the Lord ; wherefore com»  » 
fort one another with theſe words, 1 Theſſ.4. 
13.'to the end, 

T ſhall ſhew thee farther in whar reſpedts 
it is comfortable, ani then conclude. -. 
+21%-Itis comtortzble it thou conlidereft 
": excellency of this gain ; as David ſaid 
of Goliahs ſword, fol may of this gain of a 
Saint by death , There is none like it, . Ni- , 
> wen tells ns of one Azbarus agteat man, hy 

at'hearing ſo much of Cliiſts fame, by 
reaſon of the miracles that hewrouglt, h 3 
ſenta Painter t9g take his picture, , and q -Y 


the Painter ' when/he came was not able t 
do ir, becad{@of "the Tadiancy and divin 
oc lendot which fate on Chriſts face, p. whe- 
er this be true or fo, Tleavero the! author; 
but ichout-E6ntfoverſie, het is "ch. ie 
119.9 | g 3 'Ta- 


exrellenc of © 
ncy on the glorified head andm 


Pot 
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e 


deſcribe ir, 
| There are three things which will; 
vere how great the gain gf every godly m 
js by degth. 


1, The fore-taſtes of it do ſhew that it is 
pyfelnt Saints here have the firſt fruits, 


| wy "ty 4 and they do ſpeak what the har- 


The Jewiſh Rabbies report that when 
Sefegh ig the years of plenty had gathered | 
on Ns rt, hethrew the chaffe jn- 7 
po th ed #s, that ſo flowjng to the 
_ peigh Countries they might know 
Nat abundance was laid up for themfe]vc$ 
and others. So Gad is pleaſed that we 
' might any (os plenty, in Wan tO. glye ug 
he fr ſome faſt eat it here upoy 
bo as Fable a Fn 5p coping, if his 
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«ben 5 this valley of rears, How innit 
that goodneG which is laid up for them in 
the maſters joy * Pea 


. Chriſtian, Didſt thou never taſte and ſee 
that the Lord js gracious * Didſt thou ne- 
ver in thy cloſet enjoy tellowſhip with the 
father,and with Jeſus Chriſt his Son? Didſt 
thou never find one day in Gods Courts,nay 
one hour, better thena thouſand elſewhere? 


Did. the Lord Jeſus never call chee aſide, 


from others, and Carry thee into his ban- 
queting-houſe and cauſe his banger over 
thee to be love.? Did he never kiſs thee 
with the kiffes of his lips, and embrace thee 
in bis deareſt arms: Haſi thou not ſome- 
times ſeen the (miles of his face , and found 
them better then. life: And hearing - his 
voice, known thy heart-burning towards 
him with love « Doſt thou not remember at 
fucha time he took thee up into his Cha- 
riot, and gave theea token for good, ſhew- 
ing thee a glimpſe of thy future glory, fok- 
cing thy ſonl with a ſenſe of his favour, ra- 
.. viſhing thy heart with hopes of thy eternal 
pineſs, when thou didſt wonder exceed» 


in by ar the creatures emptineſs, and be- 
(i S 4 tool 


£ bf © 
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=_ ets 
| fool thy felf for doting ſo much upon no- 
'thing,when thou didſt ſee fin inits oppoſiti- 


' 2445 when he betield'the beaity and by 
the glory and gallantry of Rome cry 


"The exocllency of 


on and contrariety to the divine nature, and 
thy own weltare, and didſt curſe thy luſts 
with the moſt bitter curſes, whereby thou 
had' offended fo gracious a Lord z when 
thon didſt behold the Lord Jeſus in all his 


embroydery and glory ! O how lovely was 
hein thine eyes ! -how {weet was he tothy ' 


raſte ! how precious was he in thy eſteem ! 
how Cloſely was thy ſoul joyned to him ! 
how largely was thy ſpirit drawn out after 
hit ! Kow earneftly dieſt thou defire tobe 
ever with him ! when thou thoughteſt 


awhat joy is there -in being with Chriſt , if 


there be ſo much in Chtiſts being with me! 
How happy are they that enjoy the foun- 
rain, if ſome (mall ſtreams are {6 pleaſant ! 


when thon ſaieſt, * Maſter it i#:good to be here, 
Let usbuild 4 tabernacle | My foul is filled 


with marrow and fatneſs., and my' mouth 
ſhall praife thee with joytullips, One thing 
do 1 cefire of the Lord, that T may dwell in 
the houſe of the Lord tor ever & ever. This 
15 the foretaſte of glory , by this thou nj 
conceive what heaven willbe. As # 
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the Saints gain, 


O09 
If earthly Rome be (o glorious , how glori- | 
Ons is delvinly Rome \ ſo thon mayſt ga- 5! ae a 
ther,if thou haſt ſo much joy when thou haſt ,,4ric,que- } 
heaven onely in hope , what joy ſhalt thou ti- eff ==? 
have when thou ſhalt have itin hand! calefyris 

If the (eed- time be {o joyous, how great 
will the joy of harveſt be /- - Tf the promiſe 
can ſtay one thats ready to die, ſurely the 

erformance will 'be better then life trom 

Hof —_—_— mes © 

Tt Jeruſalem below be paved with Golc 
then queſtionleſs Jeruſalem above' is. pave 
with Pearl. | | 


--& 


} Cat Ve * | 
- 2, The price” paid for it; peaketh'the 
excellency of it; where there 3s honeſty 
and righteouſneſsin the ſeller., and wiſdom 
n.the buyer, there the price of athing wil 
ſpeak'its worth. Now here there was infi- 
nite righteouſne(s in God the feller , 
and the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge 
in Chriſt the” purchaſer ; therefore the 
price Jaid down for heaven will ſpeak the ex- 


$ of it : If the price were very great, 
the place muſt be yery glorious, © 

Heyen is called the"purchaſed poſſeſſion, 

Fph.t:14. becauſe itwas' boughr with tie 

od of the Son of God, Reader, wonder _ 

*< at. 


_ 


The excellency of 


— Happinels? 


FP: at thisprice, andat this place, Were bold © | 


to enter into the holieſt by the blood of Je- 
ſus, Heh.1o.1g. | =oy 

When thou heareſt of a purchaſe on 
earth that coſterh a hundred thouſand 


ound, or 2 million, wouldſt not thou pre-: 
LY conclude, Surely that 'muſt bean in- _. 


comparable ſear for delight ! what pleaſanc 
Springs ! what ſtately rooms ! what curious 
contnivances ! what unheard of excellencies 
muſt be there.! withour queſtion all things 
imaginable for riches, glory , and comfort. 
Bur when thou readeſt in Scripture of a pur- 
chaſe which coſt the blood of God ( to 
which all the wealth in the world is as dirt, 
25 nothing): fit down, and confider what an 
houſe, w it an heaven. that muſt be, 
if thong. confidereſt., God did ipfinitely 
love his Son, and was not ſo-ptodigal of his 
blood, as to let one drop more be ſhed then 
heaven was worth, 


Beſides coſt thou: think that the Lord 4 


Teſus would humble himſelf to fuch.a con- 


temptible birch, live ſacha miſerable life, dye 
fuch a lamentable Sr OE oe 
low mean.things or any thing leſs then emi- 
nent, excellent, unſpeakable, unconceivable 
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 itis the inheritance of the Zaints in li 


the Sajvts goin, 


3.7 hetitles « given to it do abundanely 
holy men 
of:God do as it were ſtrive for expreſſions 


; prone he weary,itis reſt, 1ſa.2,57,Rev.th, 
13. Tothe ry YL manna, Rev, 
2.17, To the thirſty, rivers of. pleaſures, 
Pſal.36,8, Tothe forrowful, the je -—_ of the 
Lord, Mat,2 5.21, Fulneſs of yoy,Pſat.16,ult; 
Tothe diſgraced, Glory, tom. 2 Acrown 
of glory, 1 Pet, 5. + A far more exc 


and eternal weight of glory, ,2Car 4.19, To 
them that walk 3ndar and fee no 


Cal,x.12, Fothemithac are dy 


3-3. yeacternal life, 
'D wor Bat Lick no.32, 


rig iſe 
” 10,28, te | 


:chat 
cannot be ſhaken, Heb, 12, TY Where all 


the inhabitanes are Kings and Pacens, Rev, 
3.5; with palmsand intheir hands; 
Bev/:7. 9. crowns on their heads; Iam,2, 5. 
ſitting 0a thrones, ev. orgs Vw reign 
vurh Chit for ever and ever, Rev. 22,5, 
. Bt. isabeing in Cabrebonr boſom, Luk: ' 
16.22, A being with Chiiſt, Þ4/.1. 23. A 
_—————_———— 1 Theſſ.4.17, A, 

SANS. God 25 heis 1 7ahs 3,2, "OR 


y 
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Log u- St, The excelleney of 
SD 


God face to face, a knowing Gali 25 we are 
known: of-Gpd, rCor..13.12;-And m 
more flions doth the ſpirit of Goduſe: . 
ro Lferie the excellency of the Saints hap 
ineſs; and why in ſuch variety of phraſes, 
t to-aſſure us that: whatſoever js requiſite 
or deſirable inordevgothappnels it is there * 
;be holy Ghoſt doth;gatherasit were a-po- 
of the» moſt (weet: beautiful pleaſant / 
chojce flowers that groiv in the whole gar- | 
dem of/rhis world ,- and telleth 1 , this is | 
heaven,:» Do but abſtract .all the imper- 3 
teftions tbar attend the giches.,, and 2: 
and pleaſures of earthly kindoms, and :chey 
- may bedark refemblances that ſhadow x 
the glory:and-excelleacy:of the. heavenly 
Magdonn The, Philoſophers, could fay , 
That happineſs. muft-conſiſk in fuch ai tare 
wherein/was? an ag n-of all' good 
things ;.:So that though »manhad allgood 
things, andwanted but bne;zhe could not be 
; called an bappy man; ' therefore in. $criprure | 
"14 Arrhe. THE Hebrew ward for happinets is in the plu- 
uy Burges Tal number, "becauſe mor ewenty/ or- fourty |. 
| on I0b.1;» things cahomake 4 man happy 3 bur'cliere 
muſt be alllgood things amd tor this.reaſon 
n holy. Ghai uſerh (heli watiery of relems 
Niaeeiogareen this" bleſſecgeſs,roſhew 
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' © Again, it is called a City whoſe builder 
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that it hath all defireable "good - chings. 


/ --. Reader;when thou art feedingorniall thoſe 
4 Flotious deſcriptions of heaven that are ſet 


efore thee onthe table of the Scripruxe, do 
not {wallow them! all together ,- but ch 
them ſeverally,and thaw maſt get-much (pi- 
ritual nouriſhment out - of them. As tor 
example , Ir is called rhe joy of thy-Lotd, 
or the Maſters joy,” Mat. 25.21,+ Now what 
joy muſt chat.be « What infinite unconcei- 
vable joy hath the blefſed God,the fountain 
of all joy, and the God of allconfolations ! 
Thou ſhalt partake of the very (ame joy ac- 
cording to thy capacity z Thou ſhalt fit.ac 
the ſame table, drink of the ſame cup , and 
feed on the ſame dainties with his Majeſty, 
Can it thenenter into thy heart go-imagine 
either the pureneſs or tulneſs of thy Lords 
joy 2 Is not the beſt joy of the ſervants on 
earth ſorrow,and their greateſt mirth mour- 
ning, to the Maſters joy in heaven? Emter:. 
thou into the joy of thy Lord ; a joy to0 big to: 


eter into us, we muſt enter into it,, A joy 


more meet for the Lord then the ſervant 
= ſuch a Lord do we ſerve as will honor 
Is ſervants with his own joy. 


2nd: 
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K rooms, the pleaſanceſt muſick, the greateſt 


gy irs ren Heb.i1. to, Hence cho 

= That firuture muſt be betu- 

which haeh fach 4 builder; 

fabricke muſt thar be which 

TE renin is kein wept ang 
figite richnes to ado , infinite bout 

beſtow, and infinice power toeredd 2 w 

Ciry nurſt char be'? 7 poor mortal cn fe 


fach flately bail , what + 
_ / , hoe Flite 
18 God £ 


. ns it is called the fathers houſe; 
might expatiate, and rell-thee, chat 
och ns have TI ſears often” far 
their fervants, but they have glorious ones 
indeed for rl N-rodey ;. In their own honſes 
chey maniteft all cheir wealth and worth , 
cheir bounty and bravery, their honor and 
ence,, Whar an houſe then hath' 

the King of kingsfor his manſton houſe?Tf 
. the ſeveral excellencies of all the Princes 
_— in the world were united in: one, 
uppoſe it had the foundations of marble, 

. the floorsof pear], the cielings of wrought, 
gold; all. the varieties of Babel, the glory of 
Solomons houſe,the richneſs ofthe temple at 
Jeruſalem ſuppole it. had the ftarelieſt 


what 2 palace” muſt that 
aid 


dainties , 
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the Saints oats. - 
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ferior world. contd afford ; ſuppoſe all che 
choice perfections. of the whole creation 
here below, wereextratted, and the quimr 
teflence of them all beſtowed upon-ic , yer 
after all this it woukd be but like an houſe of 
dirt made by children, in compariſon of 
the fathers houſe, of that houſe not made 
with hands buc eternal in the heavens, Bux 


Chriſtian, E leave theſe titles to be confide- 


red and enlarged in thy own medications, 


Secondly, it is comfortable if thou 
conhdereft the certainty of it, Ir is not 
onely excellent but certain; chough it were 
never fo excellent , yer if it were not cer- 
cain,it would be but lictle comfort;but know 
to the joy of thine heart, thatas heaven is 
a place of unſpeakable excellency, ſo thy 
enjoyment of it (O new- born creature) is 
of unqueſtionable certainty, Ir is worthy 
our admiration, how many wayes the moſt 
high God (our of condeſcention to our capa- 
cities. and compaſſion to our infirmities ) 
doth confirm and enſure this gainby dearth 
to believers, 


x, By his promiſe, Luk,{r2.,22. Fear not 
tle flock, it xs your fathers pleaſure to grve you. 
| =” 
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dag? The excellemty of + ___ 


T kingdom. So 106.3.16. New allthepromiſes 


of God ave yea and amen, 2Cor,x..20, They 
AS $ gave as performances; ': Not. one good thing 
© {atleth of all,the good things which the Lord 


: . 
" £-S 
o 


promiſeth, ſoſh.2 3.14. But-mark (friend)one 
Place for many;T:#.1.2.In hope ofeternaHife 
which God that: cannotlye hath promifed ; 
C ods people are- a people that will not lye, 
F{a.63.8, but God-is a God that carinot lye; 
it_is impoſſible” for God talye, Everylye 
proceederh either from weakneſs, or from 
wickedneſs, Some are weak;theywould be as 
good as their words, but cannot ; others are 
wicked; they can be as good as their words 


but will not. Neither of theſe can be charged 
5ntheblefled Godzhe is able to perform his 


promiſe, for he is the almightyGod,Ger.17.1, 
1 know that thou canſt do all things , ſaith Tob; 
Tob:42. 2, Omnipotency never met with” a 
difficulty too hard for it:the promiſes of od 
will eat their way through all the Alps of-op- 
poſirion,becauſe heis a C04 of infinite pow- 
er;and/as heis able,& free from weaknels, fo 
keis righteous & holy,8& ſo free-from wick- 
edneſs;There is no unrighteouſneſs in him,Pa, 
92, alt, He is light & in him is no darkneſs at 


_ ell;116,r.5, There 15 n0t the leaſt ſpot'in.chis 


Sun; He Iruth reacheth unto the heavens, and: 


tas faithfulneſs i above the clouds, 2. By NY 
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- 2. By anoath God hath confirmed it; om41, 
- Hebr, 6, 17, 18; Wherein God willing verb: Det 
1 more abundantly to ſhe unto the Heirs of in 14* 
| promiſe the immutability of his counſel qzoa4 cer. | 
confirmed itby an oath ; that by two. im- {{4-nem, 
mutable things, in which'it was impoſſible 1, [e4 ;4. 
| for God to lye, we might have ſtrong con- fravais 
| folation, Thou wouldft take the word of Co 
| tgood man , and wilt thou not take the credanu 
| word of a God? But wonder at his good- ve pre- 
/nefle; he tendereth further ſecurity by his ay : 
oath, nay by the greateſt oath imaginable ; [uremprs. 
—_ no greater t6 fear byzhe {ware þ, |,#'*/4- 


— 
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- /Z- By his Seals; we have the broad 
| Seal of Heayen,the Seals of the Covenant; 
to confirmthis.to.us : The Sacraments are 
| fealsof theCovenant of Grace,Rom.4.11; 
} And wehave the privy Seal of the Spirit, 
+ Eph. 4. 30; So thatif the hand and ſeal of 
+ a God will doit, Heaven is enſured to al} 
that areſanRified, 
4. By an earneſt, that maxes a bar- 
F gain ſure: Who hath ſealed #s , and given 
he earneſt of the ſpirit in our hearts, 2 Cor: 
T, 22. of”, 
- When Chriſt went from us, he left his 
Spirit with us, to affureus, that he would 
WW Fs , come 
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come tous; and took our fleſh! with him, 
to aſſure us,that we ſhall come to him, \.* 
5, By firſt fruits, Roms: 8.'23, which did 
aſſure the Jews of their harveſt, - 7 | 
6. By the death of Chriſt, Heaven's 
oiven to the holy by-teſtament;by Will; 
john 17. 24. Father, 1 will (faith: the: then 
dying Saviour ) that they whom'thoy haſt #1- 
wen me, 'be with mewhere 1am, that th 
behold my zlory. Now becauſe'a Teſtamenr 
or Will is of no force whilſt the Teſtator:1t- 
veth,therefore Chriſt died/to make his Wwll 
valid, Hebry, 9,16,17,"7 © * POL 
Thirdly, it is comfortable if thou conſi- 
dereſt the eternity of it, Though itweremne- | 
ver {o excellent and certain', yet if itwere 
for a ſhort time only, it would afford bur lir- 
tle comfort,Nay,the greater our joy were in | - 
the poſſeſſion of it, the greater our forrow 
would be in our ſeparation from it. The very 
thought of ever lofing ſuch incomparable 
happineſs would be a deep wound to a Chri- 
ſtians beart,and without queſtion abate much | 
of his joy whilſt he did enjoy it., Nothing | 
lefſe than eternity can perfect'the Saints fe- 
licity; And lo here it is; thy gain isnoronly | 
of unſpeakable excellency,and nnqueſtiona- 
ble certainty. ,- but alſo 'durable even unto | + 
eternity, / The]: 
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- The pleaſutes of the Saints are for ever- 
more, P/.16,ult, The pleaſures of the wick- 


ed on earthare like a Ns pool quickly 


dried up by the ſcorching heat of Gods 


| wrati,leaving nothing behind ,{ave the mud 


of vexation : But the pleaſures of the godly 
in heaven are rivers of pleaſures, running 
from the fountain of living waters, 

The joy of the ſigner 1s like the crackling 
of thorns undera potzit may make a huſling 
noiſe, but quickly goeth out ; but the joy of 
a Saint will be like the fire upon the Altar, 
which nzyer goeth our day nor night : Their 


over, and running ever, becauſe they flow 


| joy ſhall no man take from them,Foha 16. 


 Theglory of a Chriſtian there,will be an 
eternal weight of glory : the ſhame of a 


. Ch:iſtian here is tranſitory, like a cloud up- 


onthe face of the Sun , which will ſoon be 
ſcattered ; and the honor of a graceie(s man 
here is ſhort likea fleeting ſhadow; * as$eja- 
n#us was one day adored like a God,and a lit- 
tle after with the greateſt ignominy com- 


mitted to the Goal, But the honor of aChri- 


ſtian there, is an eternal noon-tide of glory; 


| heaven is an everlaſting home to tke Saints, 


Luke 16,9, 2 Cor, 5, 1, when their eqrthly 


tahernacles are diſſolved, they enjoy the building 
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7 -_—_ The-eternity of © . WASTES: 
of God,an houſe not made with hands, bit eter” | c 
nal in the hewvens, 443 16 
*Thiey enjoy the ſociery of -the good for - |& 
eversthey fit down with Abrahams, Tſaac andFa- |t 
cob in the kingdomof heaven; Mat.$.1 1 Stand- | 
ing is a poſture of going, or at leaſt -of btic | v 
ſtaying licrle;but ſiting 15a poſture of ſtaying | 
| Jong. They ſhall enjoy God foreverythey ſhall |t 
Bn Fo fo ever be with the Lord,1 Theſſ.4.u#.The Saints | 
bove their hall in heaven be like Angels, Ar, 22,30. |! 
jj. fame. Now Angels always behold the faceof their | 
ors Father, Math.18.10, Now God ſometimes |i 
-wh< bg- ſhewerh Hithſelf unto, and ſometimes hides -|F 
| mhah | his face from his children; that a godly man [1 
cauſe + is may (ay to Chtiſt, ag Jacob to his Wives, + |# 
er % gorreive that thy fathers countenance is not to- || 
pO wards me at atother times, Gen. 31.5, Some | 
 waes © fiffor other, like aclond, interpoſeth and |c 
| Aofac hindererh the light of his gracious counte- 
| © - nance; butthere will beno clond.,or mift of || 
fin, and the Synof Righteouſneſs willever | 
behold: the ſoul with the ſame favorable a- 


fpe&.- And therefote the joy and happinefle 
of the Saint will be ever like the Moon at! 

the full, becauſe rhat Sun will ever look up- 

on him'with the ſame-lightſome conrite- 


} 


O what a long day wil erernity ROT P 
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in-tirtle, che etethity of 


, mich feliciry jh ſee > the love! 


Fend; & within Tiewaoe thonfl "tha 
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Eretnaf pain will inake every mottientieem 
eternity z' etethal pleaſure will make eternt- 
ty ſeem bur 3 moment: the joyes there will 
beſo great ath? airy many, And: tap there 
will ſeem {mall and few ; the dehghits there 
wilt ſpring every moment {ofr&h and full, 
that i Chriſtian, HKe Jacob, will think theny 
wig dayes bethe love he WAIk beat to 

Readet,if bath in S_ _— itch! 
' which is 
for thee, Con cif thete be" fo 
y face” of 
God in he olafſe of 'þ ane, for one 
hour, what ont there be when thou ſhalt-ſee 
kirn faceto face.and alwayes behold the _ 


| of thy Father * 


When Chris and'thy ſoul: meer Gy 


under his ſhadory with great deh8hr, a4 his 
fuir-is fweet'trito thy taſte, thou thinkeſt 
the duty is done too'foon , attd th Sabbath 


48 tov ſhort; thon couldſi with the Sun: 


Fould ſtand {MH ( as intthie G 5of Joſhut ) 
a pd het day tobe longer”, but be Nip 
;" thongh thy Sabbaths now Hegio an@® 
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; pn a duty onthe Lords day , andthonfitt 
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2. +» 1The eterpwy of 
that eternal Sabbath which ſhall never, enJ. 
; Certain jx.is (faith Mr, Rebert Bolton) that | | 
if a man werectowned..with the royal ſtates} - 

nd imperial, command f al the kingdoms 
upon earthy, jt his-heart were, enlarged to the 
utmoſt of all created capacities ,, and filled 
with all. the exquiſite and unmixed plea- 
(ures that thereach of mortality and moſt 
ambicious curioſity could poſhbly deviſe, 
and might without any interruption or di- 
ſtaſte, enjoy..them the length of the worlds 
duration, they wereall nothing tothe preci- 
ous..and peerleſs comforts of the Kingdom 
of Grace; but for one hour; I {peak the truch 
un Chniſt,and uſe no Hyperbole; the Spirit of 
all comfort,and conſciences of all true Chri- 
ſtians,bearing me witneſs, What then will it 
be, my friend, toenjoy the unconceivable 
comforts of the Kingdom of Glory for ever? 
If oneday,ia'Gods Courts on earth be better 
to.thee than a thouſand elſewhere,how hap- 
py wilt thou be ; when thou, ſhalt dwell in 
the heavenly Houſe of the Lord, and that 
tor ever,ever? when thoy ſhalt be a pillar ig 
the Temple of thy Gad,and ſhalt gonomore Þ 
out for eyer; Rev. 3,12.0 (weet —_ EVER i 
ever;, thou art mulick totheear, and wy | 
iſte,anJ mclody.tathe bear inde 
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- thtSutmts happineſſe. 1323 
eo be free from all evil, both of fir & ſuffer- 
'ing.,and to befor ever free from them; to be 
| with the Lord, enjoying all good imagina- 
ble, andever to be with the Lord, O how 
much worth doth this one word ever adde 
co the Saints portion in the other world! - 
Mortality is a flaw in all earthly tenures, 
| which abaterh their price , 'andimbitrererh 
| their pleaſures; but eterniry is a diamond 
4 which ſparklerh moſt radiantly iathe crown 
| of glory, and maketh it beyond all expreſſi- 
| on or compariſon weighty. |. 
| - Chriſtian, how may this perſwade thee to 
i} be exact in thy walking with God, when in 
f| doing of his commands thereis ſuch great 
-| reward ? Thy temporal obedience ſhall have 
| an eternal recompence, If Zezx# the famous 
Painter was ſo curious in drawing his lines, 
becauſe he painted for Eternity; how exa&t 
"| fhouldſt thou be in all thy duties, how curbs 
ous in the who'e courſe of thy life , when 
thou doſt all for eternity? 
How may this ſupport thee in the great- 
eſt dangers: Thy ſufferings are temporal, but 
thy ſolace ſhall be eternal.If Saul,when cal- 
| led to an earthly kingdom for a ſhort time, 
{could hold his peace, when men deſpiſed an1 
& derided him ; ſarely thou mayſt be ſteady - 
| the 
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e\ 9h Sai, Caiw is eternal, 


$ of chun Gal Fen of 7 Chi 
Ton Of back) ) arenorworthy robe com 
point to that' far more exceeding and eternal | 
weight of glory! | Rowe. 8.33. | 
- This tbyfhcicy-in hegved: will be cormplear 
;felicicy,and ps Fre jn.che Wore Eoghſe 
.of ir, may well be a full canſoJarion ; ſince for ts 
perfe&ions 1 it 1s unſpeakable , thy, fruicion of it is 
unqueſtionable', and thy condirion in it will be 
unchangeableand eternal. When thou haſt filled 
thy heart with that fulnels of, joy', and barhed' thy 
foulinthoſe rivers of pleaſures, as many nullions | 
2 yeates asthere have been minutes Gnce' the 
gon, and after thar as many-thonfand ages as 
Ire are creatures great and ſmall in heaven, 
earhgn ſea;and after har as many thouſand nijl- 
Tons of oor as all the men in the world can rec- 
Kon up all the time of their lives; ye after allthis 
thou thalc nor haveone moment leſſe to conti- 
Tue mn beaven, and enjay chatperfe&thappineſſe. | 
The very greateſt ind higheſ numeracions and 
multiplications of rume,are but drops,yea ciphers 
and nothing to. this boundleſs. botromleſs ocean 
of eternity, For .of erernity,as Drexelivs ſaith, 
Truly there ts no aye 
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